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AHHOTauuA

«Anekcenn CrtenaHoBu4, MawmHUCT npu BykoBckon
MenbHULE, CPean HOYM NMPOCHYIICS, HE TO YXe BbICNaBLUMXCh,
TaK Kak HakaHyHe OH 3aBanwusce cnaTb C BOCbMW 4acoB, He
TO OT POBHOIO LLyMa 0XAA NO XeNe3HOM KpblILle, OT KOTOPOro
OH OTBbIK 3a CEMb 3MMHUX MecsueB. Pambl B OKHax yxe
ObINK BbICTaBNEHbI, 1 3BYK MPUHOCUIICSA FYCTOM N OTYETNMBBIN,
TOYHO Haf XXEene3oMm KpbILUX ONPOKMHYIIM MELLOK C FTOPOXOM, U
CKBO3b 3TOT WyM efBa nNpobuBanocb MsArkoe u 3agyMynBoe
OynbkaHbe. Anekcen CTenaHoOBMY 3aCBETUIT OFOHb U, HAKNHYB
nanbeTo, BbIFMAHYN HapyXy. bbino Tak TEMHO, YTO B NepByto
MUHYTY OH HE MOr PacCMOTPETb PaKWTbl, KOTOpas cTosina
Kak pa3 y Bxoga. 'poxoT goxasa Ha Kpblwe cTan rnywe, HO
OynbkaHbe ycunuasanock; n Anekcert CtenaHoBUY NOHSAM, YTO
Kannu goxaa nonagatoT B BOAY, WU yAMBUIICH, OTKya OHa
B3AS1acb y €ro A0OMUKa, CTOSBLUErO Ha Byropke...»



JIleoHup
HukonaeBn4y AHgpeeB
Ha peke

Anekcenn CTtenaHoBuY, MawuWHUCT npu BykosBckown
MerbHULE, Cpean HOYM MPOCHYNCS, He TO yXe BbiCMnaBs-
LUNCb, TaK Kak HakaHyHe OH 3aBarnuscs cnatb C BOCbMMU
4YacoB, He TO OT POBHOIO LWyMa A0XAS MO Kene3HoW Kpbl-
LLe, OT KOTOPOro OH OTBLIK 32 CEMb 3UMHUX MecsLeB. Pa-
Mbl B OKHaX yXe Oblfiv BbiCTaBreHbl, U 3BYK MPUHOCUII-
Csl TYCTOM M OTYETNMBbLIN, TOYHO Hap XXernes3oMm Kpbllun
OMNPOKMHYMN MELLOK C FTOPOXOM, U CKBO3b 3TOT LUYM eABa
npobuBanocb mMsarkoe n 3agymymsoe bynbkaHbe. Anek-
cen CTenaHoBWY 3aCBETUS OFOHb U, HAKUHYB NansTo, Bbl-
MMAHYN HapyXy. bbino Tak TEMHO, YTO B NEPBYH MUHY-
TY OH HE MOr pacCMOTPETb PakUTbl, KOTOpas CToANa Kak
pa3 y Bxoda. [pOXoT JOXAA Ha Kpbllwe cTan rnywe, Ho
OynbkaHbe ycunumearnoch; n Anekcen CtenaHoBMY NOHAN,
YTO Kannu Joxas nonagatoT B BoAY, U yOUBUIICH, OTKY-
[a OHa B3sAracb y ero AoMuka, CTosiBLLEro Ha Byropke.
[MocTeneHHO TbMa Havana ABuraTbCsa nepen rnasamu u
cbnpaTtbCa B HepPHbIE NATHA, NOXOXME Ha NpoBasibl B TEM-
HO-CepOM MnonoTHe. BOT TeMHOIO NONOCOK BbITAHYNACh
pakuTa; 3a Hel YepHbIM NATHOM BcTan Gapak, B KOTO-



POM HaxoAMUTCA MOTYXLIMM NApOBMK; Aarnblle, Kak Ty4ya
C NPUYYANUBLIMU KpasiMW, pacnibiBancsa YeTbipexaTax-
HbI Kopnyc MenbHuubl. OQHO OKHO, NoA Kpbllewn, cna-
60 cBETMNOCH, U NPSAMO No4 HUM, B CAMOM HU3Y, CMYTHO
konebanock 1 gBUranocb Ha OAHOM MeCcTe CBETNOE NAT-
Ho. «Oro, kyga nogowunal» — nogyman npo Bogy Anekcemn
CTenaHoBMY C TEM MPUATHO-XKYTKUM YyBCTBOM, C KaKUM
NN BCTPEYaKT NPOsABIEHNE rPO3HON CUMbl NPUPOAbI.
HabpocuB nansto Ha ronosy, OH oboLuen no negsHomy,
elle He cTasdBLLUEMY MacTy BOKPYr CBOEro JOMMKA U 3a-
rMAHYN 3a yron, Tyada, rge Haxogunacb peka, a 3a Heto,
Ha NPOTMBOMNOSIOXXHOM Bepery, packuabiBanncb nocnea-
Hue gomuwku Ctpeneukon cnoboabl. Ho Tenepb He BUA-
HO ObINO HMYero, TOYHO MUP KOH4Yarncs B ABYX Liarax oT
Anekces CtenaHoBu4a, a ganblue 6b1n1 6e300HHbIN NPo-
Ban, U TaM He ChnbIWanocb HW 3ByKa, U HE BMOHENOCb
HM OroHbKa, HMU CBETNOro NATHa. [JJoxab wwnenan roe-to
B6nM3n, a n3 YepHom nponacTy NogyBarno Nerkum BeTep-
KOM, HECITO CBEXECTbLIO M TUHOW, N HEYNOBMMbIM 3aMaxom
nbaa, Bogbl U HaBo3a. Anekceto CtenaHoBMYy novyans-
CSl KPUK; OH OOSro BCAyLWMBANCs U gaxe CHsSAMN nansto C
rofnoBbl, HO TOMLKO A40XAb HapyLUan 3M0BeLY0 TULLNHY,
0OHaBLUYIO peky. O4eBnaHO, OH owmnbes.

N cHoBa TO HenpusaTHOeE, YTO He ocTaBnsano Anekces
CtenaHoBmYa BCIO CTPACTHYHO HEAEN0, 3aBO3UITOCh B €r0
Ayle N OTHAMO Yy HOYKM ee XYTKyt npenectb. OH 06-



pyran goxnb, CKONb3KUM NIeAdHON nnacT, CBOK MarneHb-
KYH0 OOQWHOKYIO KOMHAaTKy, MefnbHuKa HuknTy, xpanesLue-
ro B KyxXHe, 1 NoBanurcsa Ha KpoBaTtb, ONPOTMBEBLLYIO 3a
LWEeCTb AHEN HenpepbIBHOMO feXaHus, OT KOTOPOro Ko-
cTn nomuno 6onbuwe, Yem ot paboTbl. [MpoTnBHO ObINO
BCE, YTO B HEM WM YTO BOKPYr Hero. LllecTb gHen OH He
yMbIBasncs u He npu4yeckiBan Bonoc; Huknta scerga BHo-
CWN Ha canorax rpsisb; B OKHa rnageno cepoe, Tycknoe
Hebo, 1 BCe 3TO CO34aBano OLLyLEHMNE YErO-TO HEYMCTO-
ro, 6ecnopsagoyHoro. M Takmmm xe HeYNCTbIMWU Ka3anucb
n Mbicnun. BHayane nocta ctpenbLbl n3bunu ero 3a unb-
MaHuHCKyto [awy, n OH ABe Hedenv nponexan B 60nb-
HULE M NOCCOPUIICA N3-3a 3TOro C yNpasnsaLWMM, a Ko-
raa BbinMcarncsa U ¢ peBONbBEPOM B KapMaHe npoLuencs
no cnoboge, fdawa orBepHynacbh, a nNpoknatble pebsta
npbirany BOKPYr Ha OAHOW HOXKe n nenn: «bapuHok, a
BGapunHOK, 3a4eM KopsABYHO YTKY cben?» OH rpo3HO CMOT-
pen Ha BCTPeYHbIX, OXXuaas Kocoro B3rnsaa, 4tobbl 3aBs-
3aTb Apaky, HO BCe MOTynnanu rnasa, a 3a CnvHOM Yen-
TO YrptoMbIn ronoc npobypyan:

— MNonpbiran, nonpsiran! ABock gonpbiraewbes!

Pa3bonHuKkn aTn cTpenbLbl: CTOAT 3a CBOUX OEBOK ro-
POW M HUKOIO CO CTOPOHbI HE MOAMYCKAalT: B TPETbEM roay
y OAHOro Tenerpadgucra rutapy Ha Kycku pasnomanu, a
camMoro 4yTb CTpyHou He yaasunu. N sBcem Anekcen Cte-
NnaHoBKY Yy>XON. MenbHNKN 3a CMMHOW CMeTCs U apas-



HAT 6apMHKOM; HacTosLKMe rocnoga CTOPOHATCH U HUKO-
raa pyks He nogatoT. M Anekcen CtenaHoOBMY TO BUHUI
nogen nxanen cebsi, To gyman o CBOEM xapakTepe, rop-
AOM N HEeYCTYMYUBOM, U AyMmar, YTO BCE rope ero XKunsHu
npoucTeKaeT OT Hero camoro. Ho 6b1ro oanHaKoOBO Tsxe-
N0 N TO 1 Apyroe 1 Bbl3blBario 04MHaKOBOE YyBCTBO TOLL-
HOTbI U CKYKW, KOTOPYIO XOTeNocb cOpocuTb ¢ cebs, Kak
TeCcHoe, HeyaobHoe 1 rpsisHoe nnatbe. Kpenkve MblLiLbl
N 300poBOe Teno TpeboBanu Tpyda W ABMXKEHMS, a OH
nexarn, Kak konoga, n 4em 6onblLue nexarn, Tem NpoTuB-
Hee cTaHoBUIICA camomy cebe. [Mpuxoaunu Takue mbic-
nn, 4YTo ecnu Bbl KTO-HNMBYAb B35 ero 3a WMBOPOT U Bbl-
Opocun Ha aBop, oH caenan 6bl Ana Hero aobpoe aeno.
Honro Bopodancs u B3gbixan Anekcen CtenaHoBWY 1 3a-
CHYIN TONbKO TOrga, Korga OKHO, A0 TeX Nop He OTAensB-
LLEeeCcs OT YepPHbIX CTEH, CTano onpeaenaTbCca B BUAE CU-
HEro YeTblpexyrosibHUKA.

— CtenaHbly! Anekcen CtenaHbiyd! — 6yaun ero Huku-
Ta, 6enbli OT My4YHOW MNbINK, BbEBLUENCS B NULO U NOMy-
lwyobok. — byae cnaTtb-To! HeBecTy npocnuulb.

Y Hukntbl 661110 Kpyrnoe, 6esycoe nuuo, 1 OH Bcerga
CMessiCA U CO BCEMMU aepxarncs HapaBHe: ¢ Anekceem
CtenaHoBun4yeMm, ¢ camum bBykoBbIM 1 AeBKamMu, KOTOPbIX
OH cobrnasHan wyTkammn, KymadHot pybaxor u nogcon-
Hyxamu. [laxxe cypoBble CTpenblbl, 1 Te nobunmn ero un
Apanucb C HUM Kak C paBHbIM, @ He BUnn ero rypTom.



— [naHb-Ka, 4To Boaa-Te genaet! — npogormkan Huku-
Ta. — Ctpactu!

[NonHbIM TEMHBLIMW BREYaTNEHUAMU HOYKU, Anekcen
CTenaHoBNY HEOXOTHO MOBEPHYISICA OT CTEHbl — U Obin
ocnensieH SPKMM CBETOM, HaMOMHABLLUMM KOMHaTy. B ok-
HO Nagan 3050Ton CTon6G COMHEYHOro CBETa, U B HEM
Beceno nobneckmean nNbIXTEBLUMIA CaMoOBap, a CHapyXwu
Hecnucb Boapble 3BYKWM rONOCOB M OTYaASIHHO-3BOHKOE
lebeTtaHme BopoObeB. HukMTa, nogaBaBLLUMA CaMOBap,
OTKPbIST OKHO, U OTTyAa HECrno apoMaTHbIM TEMNSIOM, fnac-
KaBLUMM ropsio 1 LeKkoTaBlwnM B Hocy. epBbi pa3 3a
HeOento BbIMMAHYO COSHbILKO, U BCE pagoBasniocb eMy.

— NoBko! — kpukHyn Anekcen CtenaHoBu4 1 6OCMKOM
noabexan K OKHy, BbIxOAMBLUEMY Ha peKy. To, 4To OH
MenbKkoM yBuaen, 6bino Tak HOBO, MHTEPECHO U BECENO,
YTO OH NnocnewHo Bpocuncsa HatarmeaTb GPIOKMN U BbICO-
Kne canoru, y KoneH ctarmBaBLuMeca pemMmeLukamu. Noka
OH ofesarcsi, HukuTa ctan nog ConHeYHble Ny4vn, nog-
HSAS NULO KBEPXY U Cragko 3axkMypun rnasa. llocrtenen-
HO MU ero cTano gepratbcd, U 6poBm B3Neanu Ha nob;
eLle pa3 Co CBUCTOM OH BTSAHYIT HOCOM BO34YX — Y YNXHY
TaK rPOMKO U 3BYYHO, YTO Ha CEKYHAY HE CribILWIHO cTasno
BOPOOLEB.

— Bor, 6part, ncropus, — ckasan oH, NpnBoAs HOC B MNO-
pPSO0K M MOpras rnasamu, — C yTpa HblHYe ykato. Kak noa-
HUMELLb MOpPAY B YNOP COSHUA, Tak U YKHEeLb.



Anekcen CTenaHOBUY BbLICKOYMI B ABEpPb, YyTb He
CTYKHYBLUWCb FOfIOBON O HU3KYO NPUTOMOKY — N OCTaHO-
BUIICA: nepeq caMblMXM €ro Horamu cTtosina BoAa, yxe
OKPYXXMBLLAS PaKUTY, X MO HEN TUXO NI U KPYXXUITUCb
rPsi3HbIE CONMOMUHKM HaBO3a, CMbITOro co ABopa. B 3a-
BOAW BbINO TUXO, U pakuTa yxoausna BBEPX U BHU3, N OT-
paXXeHne ee co CMArYEHHbIMM HEXHbIMU Kpackamm 6bI1n1o
KpacuBo 1 Bo3aywHo. CHapyxu ewle cunbHee 4yBCTBO-
Banocb CrnagoCTHOe Tenso, U CBET NUINCA He TONbKO OT
COSHLA, HO M OT BCErO CMHEro ApKoro Heba, a BOpobbLU
Kpuyanu kak nbsHble. I Ha oHEe MX HEMOSYHOro Kpu-
Ka ocTasibHble 3BYKW BblAENANNCb Becenble U Menoany-
Hble. Mo aBopy Mexay Tpemsa obpa3oBaBLLUMMUNCS OCTPO-
BamMu: MenbHuLen, 6apakom n gommkom Anekces Ctena-
HOBMYa, CKONb3UNM ABe DOnbLUME N HEYKIIOXNE NOOKM,
N MenbHUKK, Benble OT MyKK, CO CMEXOM W LUYTKaMW Bbl-
naenuBanun NOAHATbIN BOAOK Tec. YKenTble OOCKU Cro-
KOWHO nexanu Ha Bofe W, yBriekaemMble He3aMeTHbIM Te-
YeHMeM, NoBopavnBanuCb KoHuamm K peke. Pyyeek, Ha-
YMHABLUMIACA OT CTEHbI JOMMKA, NpoTo4nn cebe xoa B ne-
ASHOM HapOCTe M TMXOHBLKO BNUBASCs B BOAY, XXyp4a Msr-
KO U CKPOMHO.

— YucTo B KpenocTu, — Beceno ckasan Hukurta. — Te-
nepb, 6par, wabawl; Konu He Npueay 3a ToOOW C NOLKOMN,
TyT Tebe n nponagato!

Jlogka Obina TyT Xe, npuBA3aHHaa K 6onTy oT cTas-



HU. Anekcen CtenaHoBuY U Huknta nepenpaBunmnch Ha
MEenbHULY 1 BbILUSW Ha ranepenky, BUCEBLLYIO HaZ PEKOW
Ha BbICOTE TPETbEro ataxa. Tam yxe cobpancsa Hapog,
paboune n ynpaBuTenbCcKasa CeEMbS, N XEHLLUUHbI axanu u
B6osnncb nogontn k nepunam. Cyxo Nno3gopoBaBLUMCH C
yNpasnsoLWLnMM, TONCTbIM U PbDKUM MY>XXYMHOK, Anekcen
CTenaHoBMY CTan CMOTPETb Ha PEKY.

— TpuauaTb rogos, 6atoT cTapukn, Takon BoAdpbl He bObl-
no, — roBOpUT NOXWNOW MenbHUK. — bega Hapoay-To.

— K yTpy cnaget, — aBTOPUTETHO OTBETUIT yNpaBnsito-
LK. — 3To Boaa He nonasi, goxaesasi. CHer-1o y>ke BeCb
notasn.

— Hapopy-To, s roBopto, 6ega, — npogosmkan MenbHUK,
CMOTPS U3-NMOA NTaA0HU Ha KaTUBLLYOCS peKy. — [1na-paau
npasgHuKa-To.

[lenctBuTenbHO, Boga Bce Tak M3MeHuna, 4to Anek-
cen CtenaHoBWMY [OMrO He y3HaBasn 3HAaKOMOW MECTHO-
cTn. Hegento ToMy Hasag BUOAHENUCH eLe CToNbbI OT pyX-
HYBLUEN MMOTUHLI, @ TENEPb HA €e MEeCTe Tak POBHO U
rmagko, CrOBHO TYT YENnoBEK HMKOrA4a U He NblTancs no-
CTaBWUTb Nperpagy BOrbHOW CTUXUW. [1pOTUBONOSIOXHOIO
bepera He 6bIno cosceMm. Boga BnuBanacb B ynuupbl u
nepeynkn cnodoabl, OT KOTOPOW OCTaBasriMCb OOHU KpPbl-
LUK, CNOBHO CaMble AOoMa yLWnun nog 3emnio. Mexay Hu-
MW Non3ano ABe-Tpu NOAKU, U CTOSN TakoM KPUK, Kakom
OblBaeT Ha HOYHbIX NoXxapax. Hanpaso ot cnoboawl, no



TedeHuto, beper nogbiManca ropon, U Ha HEM CBepKanu
CcTeknamun n GenbiMu CTeHaMM ropoacKkme nOCTPOMKK, U
BuaHenacb TeMHasi nosioca crtonnueLieroca Ha bepery
Hapoaa. Kak BTopoe ManeHbKoe corHue, ropen cobop-
HbIW KpecT. HaneBo, B BEpCTe, BUCES BbICOKO Had BOAOHD
KenesHo4OPOXHbIA MOCT, U MO HEMY TUXO Non3 Gernbin
knybouyek gbima. BHM3Y, OKONO camon HacbInu, Topyanm
13 BOAbI rofible BEPXYLLKN AePEBLEB M OANHOKO YepHerna
KpblLLa.

3BOHKME rofioca MerbHUKOB, NOBUBLLUMX JOCKWU, CUSA-
HWe Heba 1 conHua, pa3HOrosioChIv KPUK Ha TOM CTOPOHE,
Ka3aBLUMNCA TaK e BecenbiM NoA 3TUM YUCTbIM HEOOM,
Genbin knybodek abiMa — BCe 3TO CO34aBario XUBYH U pa-
AOCTHYIO KapTUHY WU HanosnHANo gywy 604pocTbio U Xe-
naHnem OeATernbHOCTU, TAKOW Xe XXMBON U BECENOW.

— HapoTb Obl NoAKy nogaTb, — cKasarn noXwnon menb-
HWK, NPOTSArMBas pyKy K 3aToHyBLLen cnoboae.

— BoT ynpaBumcs, y>Xo gagum, — OTBETUN ynpasnsito-
NN,

Bowen pabounn ¢ nMuomM pagoCTHbIM U UCMYTraHHbIM,
Kak y 4yernoBeka, KOTOPbI NPUHEC CBEXYI U CTPaLUHYIO
HOBOCTb, U eLle n3ganeka KpukHyn:

— bpaTtubl, a BogbI-T0 NnpubdbiBaeT!

N xoTsa 370 ObINO AENCTBUTENBHO CTPALUHO ANs TEX A0-
MULLIEK, OT KOTOPbIX yXXe OCTaBasfiMCb OOHU KPbILLX, BCEM
cTano ewle pagocTHee, U TOSbKO NOXWUION MENbHUK cep-



anTto obopean:

— byne Bpatb-T0!

— En-6ory! A Ha nanke 3apybky noctasun. MNokpbina!

Bce nocmoTpenu Ha BoAy Tak, TOMHO OHM BUAENU €€ B
nepBbIN pa3 1 TONbKO Tenepb y3Hanu, Kakon y Hee KoBap-
HbIA N FPO3HLIN HpaB, U BCe pa3oMm 3aroBopunin. [oxu-
NOW MeNbHUK TbiKan nanbuem no HanpasreHno cnobo-
Abl, yrnpaensawowmin coobpaxan n nepebupan Ha XnBoTe
LeNoYKy YacoB, a XeHLUnHbl TpeboBanu, 4Tobbl nx ycno-
KOWnn 1 ckasanu, 4To Boga He NonaeT K ynpaBuUTENbCKO-
MYy ZOMY U cnybam, CTOSABLLMM BbICOKO Ha ropke. Anek-
cen CTenaHOBMY eLle pa3 OKMHYI B3rMag0M Peky U oT-
npasuncs k cebe. CamoBap NOTYX, N COMHLE YXe OTO-
LLSIO OT OKHa, 1 TONbKO KyCOK B6enon ckatepTu pesan rna-
3a n Bbpocan OTCBET Ha CTeHy. Ho CKOpo MOTyX U OH, U
cpasy cTarno CKy4HO M TEMHO, KaK 1 BYepa HOYbHO. Anek-
cen CTenaHoOBMY Ner Ha KpoBaTtb M nonpoboBan ynMtaTb
camoyudnTenb paHLy3CKOro s3blka, HO YTEHWE He LUSO.
Kpukn Ha gBope ctuxnu. Pasa gsa Bxoaun Huknta u co-
obuan, 4To OAHY NOAKY YXKe Nocrnanu K CTpenbuam 1 4Yto
BOAa, KaxkeTcs, nogbiMaeTca. [1oTomM OH nogan NOCTHbIN
HEeBKYCHbIN 06e[.

— CmMmoTpun, TedA TYT HE 3aMoumnno bbl, — ckasan oH, Ms-
A4, KaK MaLWMHUCT NEHNBO NOMOCKan JIOXKKY B XONOAHbIX
wax. — K nopory nogowuna.

Anekcen CtenaHoBMY Mon4an.



— PasroBaTbCs K ynpaBuTento nongeLlb? — cnpawumsarn
HuknTa.

— lNMowen Tbl ¢ HUM K YepTy!

Hwuknta paccmesncs.

— Hy BorT, paccepauncs! Yygak! A s, 6part, cenvac To-
Xe noeny. Bropyto nogky naem. Y kysHeua bapaHka xaTa
pasBanunacb, YyTb He YTONMN BCe.

BapaHok 6b151 0ANH 13 TeX, KOTopble N3GUNM MaLnHN-
cTa.

— Moepgem, GparT, 4To CNOHK Nyckaelwb! — npogoskan
Huknta. — A Tebe Tam Takyto nokaxy... y-ax!

Korpa BTOopas noaka, ¢ Hukuton Ha pyne, yxxe otyanm-
Bana, Anekcen CtenaHOBMY BbICYHYIICA U3 OKHA N KPUK-
HyI:

— MNorogun! A ¢ sBamu!

Koraa oH Bxoaun B 104Ky, eMy Obinio HENOBKO: BCE 3Ha-
nn, YTO CTpernbLbl U30UNK ero, 1 Tenepb AOMKHbI Oblnn
CMeATbCSH, YTO OH efeT K HUM Ha NoMoLLb. HO MenbHuKn
ObINIY NackoBbl U CMOTPENM Ha ero yyacTtue, Kak Ha ae-
N0 caMoe NPOCTOE U eCTECTBEHHOE, U HUKTO faXe U He
BCMOMHMI O Apake, KoTopas He nmera n He Morna uMeTb
OTHOLLUEHNA K TOMY, 4TO npoucxoguno cendvac. N korga
OHW MOMMbININ Ha CEePeanHY PeKN U MefnbHULAa cTana Ka-
3aTbCA ManeHbKOW N HU3EHbLKOW, CITIOBHO OMYCTUBLLENCSH
B My, Anekcen CTtenaHoBMY 3a0bif O HENMTOBKOCTU U BECb
ywen B 60pb0y, OT KOTOPOM CTAaHOBUNOCH Nerko n 6oa-



po. JlogKy Kpy>Xumo u rHano BHM3, U Becna CKpunenu B
YKNIOYMHaX; 0 BOPT CTyKHyNa mMmaneHbkas nbauHka u, ne-
peBEPHYBLUNCL BOKPYT cebsl, oboLuna noagky.

— XopoLulo, 4To ne-To npoiuen, — ckasan Hukuta, yys-
CTBOBaBLUMI cebsi GBapnHOM 1 CKNOHHBIN K Beceae.

— H-ga, — oTBeTUN OAMH N3 rpebuos, — a To POPMEHHO
Obl cuncTumno.

— CtenaHbld! A otyero s Tenepb He 4kat? Mopay
noapiMaellb, a He Ykaelwsb... Hy, Becenee, Becenee, pe-
oaTta! Hansaran! Paa!..

B 3anutbix ynuuax cnoboabl Boga cTosna CrnokonHas
1 rnybokas, 1 TONbKO MeCcTamMm JIEHMBO KPYXXUIUCH Luen-
K1 1 OCKM NONOMaHHbIX 3a6opoB. [NepBbie K peke Yepaa-
Kn ObInn yxxe nyctbl 1 6€3MONBHO rMA4ENM CBOMMWN OKOH-
uamMu; HO ganblue, Ha XOnoAHOW ynuue, rae HWUKTO He
oXuaan BoAdbl U He NPUHAN HUKaKNMX Mep, rocnoacTBoBa-
na cymartoxa 1 Crbilanucb BU3ITNBbIE XXEHCKNe roroca
1 nnad geten. Heckonbko Nogok, nogaBaBLUMX MOMOLLb,
He ycneBanu npMHMMaTh 1 NepeBO3NTb Ha CyLLY BCEX Xe-
narwLmMx, N cnacatenu He Ha XXMBOT, a Ha CMepTb pyra-
NNCb BCe C TeMu e 6abamun, COBaBLUMMM B NIOAKY BCAKYHO
pyxnagb. [letn BepTenncb Nog HoraMum, BblICOBbLIBASMCH,
PUCKYs1 CBanNUTLCS B BOAY, U3 OTBEPCTUIN pPas3fiOMaHHbIX
KpbIL, NMepeKknukanucb gpyr ¢ gpyrom, opanu, Korga ux
Guna HeTepnenueasa pyka, W, Kak MELLKN C MYKOW, Lune-
nanucb B NOAAHHY Nodky. TaMm OHM cuaenu u Tapaum-



nv rnasa, NonHble BocTopra: ANs HUX, NPUBLIKLUNX C AET-
CTBa K peke, BCA 3Ta UCTOPMUS Kasanacb HEOXMOaHHbIM
passrnedeHnem. M3 wenun ogHoro Yyepgaka topyvana Hag
BOAOW yrnoyka c nogssidaHHon HUTKon. Camoro pbibaka
BUOHO He 6bINo, HO, CyAd NO YANBUTENbHOMY XJTaAHOKPO-
BUIO M HACTOMYMBOCTU, OH HE MOT NpuUHaanexaTb K cTap-
LLIEMY MOKOSNEHUIO CTPENbLIOB.

Anekcernn CTenaHoBUY Npuyanun K nepBomMy Yyepaaky,
OTKy4a HaCTOMYMBO 3Baria NOAKY Ybs-TO rornasi XXeHckas
pyKa, U C 3TON MUHYTbI YK€ HK O YeM He aymarn. OH no-
rpyxkancsi BO TbMy 4YepOakoB, rae HaTblkancs Ha 6anku
N yaapsancs rofioBoM O CTponuna, U CHoBa Ha MUK Bbl-
rnagbiBan Ha CBET, HArpy>XEHHbIN BCAKAUM TPSAMNbEM, U TU
TPSAMKM Ka3anucb eMy TakKMMU e LIEHHbIMU, KakK 1 CaMUM
6abam. Bokpyr Hero kpuyanu, rofiocunn, Cnopunu u py-
ranucb; nepeg rnasammu menbkanu 6opogatble n 6e360-
pogble nuua, BCe 3HAKOMbIE M NMPUBETIIMBbLIE: TENEPb OH
y>xe He Mor 6bl pa3obpaTb, KTo 6y ero Korga-1o 1 KTo He
ovn. Weto ero oxeaTbiBanu OETCKNE IPA3HbIE PYYKN, U K
nne4vy NpmxXumManoch TO UCNYraHHOE NYMKO LEBOYKU, TO
BOCTOPXXEHHOE 1 3amMa3aHHOoEe NNLO Marnb4yraHa.

Pa3 B ero pyky nonana Kykria — KapTOHHasi, C NosiloMaH-
HbIM Yepenom, OTKyAa nunacb Boda, Korga Kykny 6panm
3a HOMW; KaKOW-TO CepANTLIN U YNPSAMbIN MaribYyraH crnep-
Ba 3acTaBuWil €ro nonoXuTb B NIOAKY AWMK ¢ 6abkamu, a
NOTOM YyXe cornacunca cectb n cam. W korga, ¢ Harpy-



YXEHHOW MO Kpawn Nogkon, OH npobupanca no y3kum ne-
peyrnkam, a TO 1 NpsiMo Yepes cafbl, NOBEpX 3aTonsex-
HbIX 3abopoB, N rMbkne BETBM AepPEBLEB C pa3dyxXLIMMn
noykamm uapananu ero nmuo, emy 4yamsocb, YTO BeCb
MWUP COCTOUT U3 CMOKOMHOW NTacKOBOW BOAbIl, SIPKOro, ro-
pAYEro CorHua, XMBbIX U 6oOpPbIX KPUKOB U NPUBETNK-
BbIX nvu. OH 6onTan ¢ pebatamu, ycnokamearn, yteLlarn,
pacrnopsikarncs, v rorloc ero caMomy eMy npeacTaBnsancs
MOSMHbIM N 3BOHKUM, U BpEMEHaMM AyMarnocCh, YTO Npasa-
HUK, BONbLLUON M CBETNLIN, YXXe HACTYNUIT N HUKOrga He
KOHUnTCA. Crnyynnock, 4TO ero fiogka npoxognsia MMMo
©0nbLLIOro KAMEHHOro AoMa, B KOTOPOM BCE OKHa BTOPO-
ro aTaxa ObInv OTKPbITbI, U Y HUX TOSMMUANCH XXEHLLUMHbI.
Cpeau HuX mawmHUCT y3Han Jawy u ¢ ynuibkon nokno-
HUMCS, U OHa TakK Xe C yrblGKoON OTBETUNA U YTO-TO KPUK-
Hyna. OH He pa3obpan cnos, HO NO rOIOCY MOHSAM, YTO
37O 6bINK Kakne-HNMbyab XopoLune 1 flackoBble CroBa.
Uepaak cMeHsAncsa YyepaakoMm, U, Tak Kak BCe OHU Obl-
NN 0QMHAKOBO TEMHbI U YHOrn 1 NOXOXN OaWH Ha APYrowu,
Anekcern CTtenaHoOBMY nepecTtan pasnuyartb UX U gymarn,
YTO OH BO3UTCHA BCE B OAHOM. M TONbKO Mo TOMY, 4TO NyTb
A0 CyLUM CTaHOBUIICS BCE KOPOYe, COSTHLE CTano CBETUTb
He TaK APKO M OHM Yalle nonaganu B XONI0AHY TEHb, OH
NoHWMarn, YTo Bpems MaeT K Beyepy, u paboTa, pagoct-
Hasi n Becenasd, KoH4yaetcs. [NpoMoKwmnin, ronogHbIn, OH
xanen o6 atom n 6osancsa nNoTepsaTb TO, YTO KPYXUIO Te-



nepb €ro rosioBy, Kak BUHO, 1 03apASo AyLly CMEKLLNMCSA
cBeToM. [1o cux Nop OH He 3Harm, YTO OH NduT naen
N COMHUE, N HE NMOHUMAT, NOYEMY OHWU TaK U3MEHWUITUCH
B €ro rnasax n nodemMy Xo4yeTcs emy n cMesTbCsa U nna-
KaTb, MAA48 B UCMyraHHOE MU0 LEBOYKU UKW MOACTaB-
NAA 3aXKMYPEHHbIE rfla3da COSTHEYHOMY Jy4yy, XKenTomy 1
Tennomy. TOYHO OH BnepBble OTKPbIT UCKYCCTBO N Hacna-
XOEeHue OblXaHus, N To, YTO BXOAWNO B €ro rpyab, obino
N CBET, U TENSO, 1 3aBTPALLUHUN NPA3aHKK; N XOTENOCb He
AymaTtb, a TONbKO AblaTth — AblwaTb 6e3 KoHua.

Korga oHuM Bo3BpaLwanmncb Ha MernbHMULY, COMHLE 3axo-
ANNo 3a MOCTOM, NOYTN HE BUAHOM Ternepb B 3TOM Mbina-
IOLLEM KOCTPE, M TONbKO BbICOKas Hacbinb 6pocana onuk-
HYIO CUHIOK TeHb. Heb0o yLwno BBbICb, U MEXOy HUM U BO-
Aot BbINI0 Tak MHOMO BO3ayxa, NpocTtopa U MSrkoro Ten-
na, 1 TaKk ganeko Obin ropoa v 3atonneHHble bepera, Tou-
HO BECb MUpP pa3fBUHYIICA BLUMPb U BBbICb, N HE XOTe-
NoCb BXOAUTb B HU3EHbKME KOMHAaThbI, rae AaBAT NOTOr-
Kn. MenbHWKN roBopuin 0 TOM, 4YTO BbINO, U CMEANUCH
Hag HukuTon, KOTOpLIN CBanuncsa B BoAy U Tenepb cu-
AEeN MpadHbIA N CMHUK OT xonoda u gyman o 6abe, koTo-
pyto OH OBHAN B TEMHOTE Yepaaka u Kotopas gana emy
no wee. Wytnn n Anekcenn CtenaHoBUY, U MENBHUKN He
YANBASANNCE, YTO MPadHbIA 1 ropabli 6apuHOK cTan npo-
CTbIM N 0OXOANTENBHbBIM.

— Joma! — ckasan menbHUK, Korga fiogka wapaxHynacbh



BOKOM O paknTy M CTYKHynacb 0 NOpPor 4OMUKa.

Ho n B komHaTke Anekcesa CtenaHoBuU4a, Korga 3acee-
TWUINCS B HEN APKUI OFOHEK U 3anen HauuLLEHHbIN K npasa-
HWKYy camoBap, cTano Beceno u ytoTHo. Anekcen Ctena-
HOBWY, BO3OYXXOEHHbIN U pa3roBOpPYMBbLIN, NOCagun C Co-
6010 HMKMTY, HO TOT MpaYHO BbIAYS NATb CTAKAHOB Yalto U,
HEeCMOTpPSI Ha YroBopbl, OTNPaBUICA B3APEMHYTb OO 3a-
YTPEHW: €ro pasmMopusio CBEXMM BO3AYXOM U paboToN.

— JloXuchb u Tbl, — NOCOBETOBAN OH MaLWNHUCTY. — Pas-
Beranca, Yncto xepebeHok. K ynpasutento-to novgewb?

— Mongy.

— To-T1o.

Anekcen CTenaHoBMY Nner Ha NOCTerb, 3aN0XUB PYKU
3a roroBy, HO Yepe3 HECKONbKO MUHYT BCKoYun. Ero cHo-
Ba TSAHYNO Ha NPOCTOP, 1 CHOBA XOTENOCh NEPEXNTb BECb
3TOT AUBHbLIW IEHb C CAMOro Hayana — ¢ ToM MUHYTbI, KO-
roa 6necHyno cornHue B rnasa, oTyMaHeHHble BUAEHUS-
MW HOYWN U TOCKMW.

Ctosina yxe Hoyb, Tennasi, Tvxasi, TOpXXeCTBeHHas,
nofnHasa 3BY4YHOM TULIKMHLI, korga Anekcen CtenaHoBMY
BblLLEN Ha raneperky. Xnwonana soga, nokadnsas nog-
KW, 1 3Be3bl ApoXann Ha ee 3bIOKOM NoBepPXHOCTU. ELle
lwnpe, ewe nosHee cran MuUp, U He BUAENOCb KOHUA
BOAE, yXoAMBLLEN B Npo3payHyo TbMy. Cnoboga ckpbl-
nacb COBCEM, M TOSbKO Aanekun ropod Mepuan v noBTo-
PANCA B peke OroHbKamMu, TakKUMW XXMBbIMU U TENSTbIMU,



Tak He NOXOXMMU Ha Be3Xu3HeHHoe cusiHne 3Be3q. Ene
CNbILWHbINA, JOHECCS MPOXOT 3KMMNaXka no MOCTOBOW U cpa-
3y CMOJIK, TOYHO 3KUNaXK OCTAHOBWUIICA USIM CBEPHYI 3a
yromn; HO AONro eLLe yXO FTOBUIO ero oTroriockn. Haneso,
Tam, rge Haxogurica HeBMAUMbIN Tenepb MOCT, ropern 3e-
NEeHbIN OrOHEK, MOXOXWN Ha HU3KO OMyCTUBLLIYIOCH 3BE3Y.
Anekcern CTenaHoBMY onepcs Ha nepuna v Jornro cMoT-
pen Ha ropop, rae OH YyBCTBOBAS XMBbIX JOAEN, Npea-
npasgHUYHY0 Becenyto paboTy n cytonoky. CoBceM ACHO
npeacTasnanucb eMy npubpaHHble YIOTHbIE KOMHaThI, B
KOTOPbIX MaxXHET CbIPOCTbO OT BbIMbITbIX MOSOB, 6enble
KMCenHble 3aHaBeCKMW, KpacHble U 3eMieHble namnagkm ne-
pen cusiowmmMm obpasamum 1 caepXKaHHbIN BECENbIN ro-
BOp N0fen, OeBaloLLMXCS B CBOE Ny4llee nnartbe, — Bce
TO, YTO BUAEN OH B EeTCTBe.

M cHoBa, Kak 1 BYEpPa HOYbID, EMY MOCHbILANICA KPUK
O NOMOLLIN.

Anekcern CTenaHoBMY BNUIICA rMasamMu B TEMHOTY, I1s-
Aen v criywan Tak BHUMaTebHO U HanpsXXeHHO, YTOo B
yliax 3awymMena KpoBb, HO KPUK HE NMOBTOPUIICS.

«Onate novyyaunoce», — nogyman Anekcen CtenaHo-
BWY, KaK BOPYr TaMm, rae 3eneHen XenesHogopoXHbIN ¢po-
Hapb, BHU3Y, MeNbKHYN Cnabdbi 1 pOBKUIN OFOHEK U TOT-
yac norac. I MawWWHUCT BCMOMHUI Ty OLMHOKYIO 4ep-
HYIO KpbILLY, KOTOPYIO OH 3aMeTurn ewe yTpoM, U CBOK
MbICINb O 6e3BbIXOQHOCTWN 3aKMYEHHbIX Mo 3TOW Kpbl-



LLEN, — MbICITb, MENbKHYBLLYH TOr4a e yTpoMm, HO 3abbl-
TYHO AHEM.

Hwuknta cnpocoHok nocnan Anekcesa CtenaHoBu4Ya K
4yepTy, MU OH pelnst exatb oavH, B aywerybke. OH Obin
YBEPEH, YTO N0OEN YXKe HET B 3aTOHYBLUEM AOMUKE; HO
B KPMKE O MOMOLLM, NOYyauBLLEMCS, UK ObiBLLEM B AeN-
CTBUTENbHOCTN, 3By4ana Takast 6ecnoMOLLHOCTb U TOC-
Ka, YTO OH He B cunax 6bin ocnywaTbcs npusbiBa. [pe-
CTW NPULWIOCh NPOTUB TeyeHust, n Anekcen CtenaHoBUY
B HECKOSbKO MWHYT MOKpPbIfics notoM. Ha cepeanHe pe-
KN ero nOHEecno BHM3, HO OH C YCUITMEM BbINPaBUiCs U
OTAOXHYN B 3anunTon crnobogckon ynuue, Kyaa 3arHarno
ero tedeHune. Tenepb Yepgakm Obinv CcyMmpayHO-Morya-
NNBLI U YEePHbl N Ka3anucb HEMHOro CTpalUHbIMKM, Kak
KpbILWKN BonbLIMX rPobOB, Tak Xe Kak U 4YepHas peka,
NOJSIHasi CKPbITON XXN3HbIO, TAMHCTBEHHbBIM LLIENOTOM U CU-
non. OHa cnoBHo 6oponack ¢ Anekceem CTenaHoBUYEM,
BblpblBana Becna 1 yrpoxaroLie Beceno Xxypvana y Ho-
ca noakwn. lNpobupasice Baoonb 6epera yepes 3aTtonsieH-
Hble Npu3payHbie cagbl, B3gparneas oT NPUKOCHOBEHUS
XONOAHbIX BETBEW, CKPHOYEHHbIX U LIENKNX, KaK nanbubl
YTOMSIEHHMNKA, N OTTAlNKMBAsCb OT YEPHbIX Kpblill, Anek-
cenn CTenaHOBMY BbINSbIN 3a OKpavHy, rae Boga pasnu-
Banachb LUMPOKUM, TYCKno Brimctatowmm o3epom. OH rpeb
Hayrag K HacbInu, kKoTopasi YepHbIM ropbom cTana otae-
naTbCs oT TeMHoro Heba. Harnbasack Bnepe, paBHOMep-



HO NoaHMMas n onyckas secrna, Anekcen CtenaHoBuY 3a-
KpbiBan rnasa, n Torga kasanocb, YTO BECb MUp OcTar-
Cs rge-To Janeko Hasaau U OH NIbIBET AABHO, YXe Lue-
nble roga, NNbIBET B YEPHYHO BECKOHEYHOCTb, rae BCe HO-
BO W HEMOXOXe Ha OCTaBMneHHoe no3agu. Tak wnm mu-
HYTbl, W, KOrga OH MOAHAN rofioBy, HacbINb CTOsNa ne-
pen HUM, BbICOKas 1 cTporasi, a bnuke ceperna oguHokas
Kpblla, Hemas U TanHcTBeHHas. o Heto Yyanock npu-
CYTCTBME XMBbIX MOAEN, U TO, YTO OHM MOfYanu, Korga
Kpyrom Obina Boga u Hovb, HaeesAro Ha Anekceda Ctena-
HOBWMYa HeonpeaeneHHbI CTpax U TPeBOry, OH NoAorHarsn
noaky BAOTHYK U OCTAHOBWUIICA Y ManeHbKkoro, 6e3 ne-
pun, 6ankoHa, coBceM Tenepb nexasLuero Ha Boge. Hu-
3eHbKasa KpuBas ABepb Bena BHYTPb, MU BECb JOM Kasarn-
Csl cTapbIM, MOKOCUBLLMMCS U NMOKPbITLIM 3annartamu, Kak
HULLWMRA, 1 BbINO yOMBUTENBHO, Kak COBCEM He noBanuna
ero cunbHas n 6ynHas Boaa.

— Ectb TyT KTO? — KpUKkHYN Anekcen CTenaHoBuY, u
3BYK €ro royloca OTCKOYMI OT KpbILWW K, 3aMmnpas, NoHec-
cs No peke. BHyTpu Yepaaka nocnbllanncb HEBHATHbBIE,
Xpundawime 3Byku, Kak 6yato koro-Hnbyab aywunu. MNpu-
BSA3aB nocrewwHo noaky, Anekcen CtenaHOBMY BCKOYMI
Ha BankoHYMK N B ABEPSIX YYTb HE CTONKHYIICA C XKEHLLUM-
HOW, WeaLwen eMy HaBCTpeuy.

— JT0 Bbl Kpuyanu? — msarko cnpocun Anekcen Ctena-
HOBWY, 0BbpaOBaHHbLIN BUAOM XMBOrO CyLecTBa, U BO-



wen Ha 4yepgak 6e3 npurnaweHusi, NPUBbIKHYB, YTOObI
Be3[e ero BCcTpeyanu, Kak cnacutens.

— [a, 9, — Takke MArko 1 BUHOBATO OTBETUIIA KEHLLUN-
Ha W1 NoLufa 3a HUM B Yrof, rae CTosA CTON U Ha HEM Ma-
NeHbKasi MKOHKa, nepen KOTOpon Tennunacb TOHEHbKas
BockoBasi ceeuvka. Anekcen CTenaHOBMY MENbKOM Orfs-
Aen vyepgak, apyrov KOHeL, KOTOpOro ytonan B TEMHOTE,
N OCTaHOBMUN yAUBNEHHbIN B3rNag Ha ctone. OH Obin no-
KPbIT YNCTOK CKaTEPTbIO, MU HA HEM Nnexanun psaom aABa
TEMHO-OypbIX Arla U ManeHbKkas nokynHasi u, BMaMMo,
YepcTBas byrika.

— Y10 3T0? — cnpocun OH, BrNsablBasiCb B NINLO XKEH-
LLMHbI, MOnogoe, Ho bnegHoe nuuo, ynbibaBLweeca nyr-
NBOW N UCKaTenbHOM ynbIOKOW, OT KOTOPOMU eLLe neyarnb-
Hee CTaHOBUINOCH BblpaXeHne 60nbLlmnx n 4obpbIx rnas.
EmMy kazanocb HEMOHATHBIM 1 CTPAHHBIM — 3Ta OQMHOKas
EHLLUMHA W NPUroTOBMEHNSA K BCTPEYe npasgHuKka TyT,
cpeav Boabl N HOYN.

— P-pasroBnatbcsi, — OTBETUN CHU3Y rPyObIn ronoc,
TOYHO packaTtbiBatowmm byksy p. Anekcen CtenaHoBuY
ncrnyraHHO ONYCTWUI fasa M y CTEeHKW, rae Kpbiwa CXOo-
aunacb C rnOTOSMKOM, yBMAEN TEMHYIO Maccy nexallero
N 4eM-TO NPUKPbLITOro Yenoseka. OH HaArHyrncs eLie Hu-
Xe, U TO, YTO OH yBMUAer, Nopasuno ero CTpaxom u oT-
BpaweHnem. [encTBuTenbHO, 3T0 ObiNo cTpallHoe nu-
uo. KpynHoe, onyxuiee 1 NOCUHEBLLEE, C CEA0WN KOMYen



LLIETMHOM Ha NoaBOpPOAKE U LEKaX, OHO NOXOAUNO Ha Nn-
Lo yTOMNEeHHMKa, NpobbIBLLIEro HECKONbKO AHEN B BOAE;
NoNynpUNOLHATbIE TAXKENbIE BEKW, N0 KOTOPbLIMW CEpen
TYCKNbIN N HEMOABWXKHBIA 3payoK, N TSHXKenbIW 3anax ae-
nann aToro XuBoro mepTeeLa oTBpaTuTenbHbIM. [pyab
nexaktiero npunogHsanach, N N3 Hee CHoBa MNocbinanuch
rnyxue, pbikatoLne 3Byku, a rydbl NOYTU HE LLEBENUNCD,
TOYHO FOBOPUI1 HE OH, a KTO-TO APYron BHYTpW ero.

— TuTynap-pHbIi coBeTHUK [laHKoB... [MpnaTHO nosHa-
KOMUTbCS.

OH Habpan Bo3gyxy v npubasun:

— Tonbko He Hagonro. Ymup-p-ato!.. O4yeHb rnyno.

Anekcen CtenaHoBMY MOSiHan M CMOTPEN Ha »XEHLU-
Hy. Ta, npogomkas ynelbaTbcs, ckasana:

— Mpucapete, noxanyncra. N3suHuTe, YTo 06GECnOKO-
nna Bac. Y>X O4eHb UM Xygo cTano, S U ucnyranach.

[oBOpMNa OHa rofflocom poBHbLIM U 6e3 BbipaxeHus. U,
KOH4YMB, OHa Npucena Ha nosy, OKONo cTapuka, oxeaTuna
KOSEHM pyKaMu 1 CHU3Y BBEPX, HE OTPbIBasiCb, CMOTpeEna
Ha MalumHucTa. M 1o, Yero He nepefan ronoc, gockasanu
rnasa. B Hux ©bino 1 goeepue, n cTpax, u pagocTb, YTO
OHa BMOUT XXMBOTO, 300POBOro YenoBeka.

— A Bbl pa3Be Hac He 3HaeTe? — cnpocuna oHa.

— [NoToMy 1 np-p-nexarn, 4To He 3HaeT, — oTBeTUn [ak-
KoB. — OH He ayp-p-pak. [No3sonksTe p-p-eKkoMeHOoBaTb-
ca... MNMaHcnoH cogep-p-xan. Bp-poge oTtua 6bis1, a OHK



MeHsa kopmunn. 1 gom a1oT mon. A Tenepb Bce pasbexa-
nuncb. Kak Kp-pbicCbl.

B rnyxom ronoce 3By4ana ctpaHHasi POHUSI.

— A oHa gyp-pa. Octanace.

— Kyaa e 6bl 5 nowna? — HeonpeaeneHHo OTBeTUNa
XeHLmHa.

— Monuu, korga ymHble roBopat. [yppa... — bypyan
cTapuk. — A Tbl TOXXe NPOXBOCT? — BHE3AMNHO NepeLues oH
Ha Tbl. — YTO 3TO 5 TeBA HE NOMHIO?

Anekcen CtenaHoBud monyan. OH BCNOMHWA Tenepb,
4YTO BCKOJSIb3b NMPUXOOUIOCh €My ChbllwaTtb B cnoboge o
[laHKoBe 1 ero geByLUKaXx, OT KOTOPbIX CTOPOHUNUCHE Ca-
Mble HeGpe3rnmnBble, Tak ObiNy OHW rPsi3HbI, 06OPBaHbI K
AelleBbl.

— Toxe nNp-poxBOCT, — yTBEpAUTENbHO oTBeTun [aH-
KOB, W Ha nuue ero Bbipasunacb cTpawiHoe nogobue
ynblbkn. — Bce nppoxBocTbl. A oHa ayppa. OctaBunu
ymupaTb, kak cobaky. Ctynan BoH! Cnbiwmnib?

Anekcen CtenaHoOBWY HEMOBKO YNbIOHYNCA U MOCMOT-
pen Ha xeHwumHy. OHa He cBoguna C Hero rnas, CfioBHO
B6osinacb Ha MUr NOTEPATL €ro.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — CNpOCUIT MaLLMHUCT, NacKOBO rMaas
Ha «ayppy».

— Onga. A Bac?

— Anekcen CtenaHoBu4. HyXHO Bac nepee3Tn. Passe
TYT MOXHO?



— Buepa kak TpababaxHeT nbauHa... — bypyan cta-
puk. — WanbHag.

— Hert yxe, HU K Yemy, — OTBeTMNA AeByLlka. — VIm Tpo-
HYTbCS HEMb3s1, CKOPO MOMPYT.

— KopeHb moero 6eacTBmsi B TOM, YTO XBOCT S ONYCTUI.
XKuneu Tak, 4TobbI XBOCT KOMbLOM. [MoHAN? A oHa aoyppa.
A ee 6un. OHa BpeT, 4YTO S NOMppPY.

Anekcen CTenaHOBMY HECKOSLKO NPUBLIK K PbiKatoLLie-
My roriocy, u Tenepb, Korga nuua ctapuka He Obio BUa-
HO, OH Ka3ariCA TOMbKO Xankum 1 BOBCE He CTpaLUHbIM.

— W ponro Bbl TyT Tak? — cnpocun oH Onio.

—YeTbipe gHsA. Co BTOPHUKA. YK O4EHb OHM Nnoxu. BoT
nepen Bamu coBceM s ucnyranack. — Onga HakrnoHunacbh
K cTapuky: — MiBaH [JaHunbiy, cnnte?

Crtapuk mon4yan. Ong ynelbHynack 1 npowenTana:

— 3acHyn. OH Bce BpeMs 3acbinaert. Bbl He BepbTe, 4TO
OH MeH$s1 6un. OTO OH nepen Yy>KUMK XBacTaeT.

Ha muHyTy Onga ymornkna n npogorikana, BUANUMO pa-
AYACh 3BYKY CBOErO rorioca 1 BO3MOXHOCTU NOrOBOPUTb:

— PasBe Tak korga yaapsr. lNesHble. C ropsi. A TO OHK
HWYero, y HUX Megarnb ecTb.

— Kakasa meganb?

— 3a cnyx6y. OHK cnyxunn paHble. A Tenepb ToOC-
KyloT. Bce nnadvyt, ymupaTtb He xoyetcd. A TO pasHble
cTpawHble cnosa rosopsaTt. O yepTe.

— W Hun4ero Bbl TYT... 0AHA-TO? — C y4acTUeMm crpaium-



Ban Anekcen CtenaHoBWu.

— [JHeM HUYero, a HoYbtO CTpa-a-LWHO, — NPOTAHYMNa ae-
Bywka. — Ocobnueo Byepack. [Joxab, K HaM NPOTEKIIO, K
cBeYy 3aTyLmno. A oHu Kpuyart: ymup-pato. Notom necHu
nenun n pyranuce. He Tak, He no-Hawemy, a GnaropogHo
pyranucb, Kak rocnoga.

BHesanHO AoOMKK 3aTpsicca OT rpoxoTa v ns3ra B30-
LeaLero Ha MOCT noesaa, v 3a rynom ero Anekcen Cre-
naHOBWY He crbixar, 4To roBoput Ons. [ocTeneHHo NAs-
raHbe CTUXIOo, N JareKknin CBUCTOK NPOHECCH Haz BOLOWN.

— Onbra! — 3arosopun [JaHKOB, He OTKpbIBas rnas. — Thbl
He yxogu! A oH ywen? Np-poxBocT.

Ons wenHyna Anekceto CTenaHoBUYY 1 OTBETUNA, YTO
ywien.

— P-pyky... — [1aHKOB C TpyaoOM BbiroBapmBars cnosea. —
Pyky nonoxu. [lyp-pa, He Tyada. Ha ry0bi.

Onsa nonoxuna pyky u ToT4yac e OTAEepPHYyna ee.

— Hy, yTto at0 BbI, MBaH JaHunosny! Onate 3a rnyno-
cTn.

— He np-puBbikna. A s, korga monogon 6bin, Bcerga
y 6apbiweHb p-pydkm uenosan. [ywucTtble. Monogeu s
Obin. yp-pak obin.

Ons mon4yana, HaknoHUBLIUCL Hag onyxwen, 6e306-
pasHoun ronoson. Anekcen CtenaHoBWMY BMUAOES, Kak OHa
noaHecna K rnasam KoHew, nnaTtka, U TMXOHbKO Ha HOCKax
BblLLEeN Ha 6ankoH4YnK. TaM OH NPUCIIOHWIT FONOBY K CTOS-



Oy, 1, Korga NOCMOTPESN Ha PeKy, BCe 4poXano, U 3Bes-
Abl Apobunnce n ceepkanu, kak 6onsLluve érnegHo-cuHue
Kpyrn. Houb notemHena, n oT 6e3MONBHON pekn Hecno
XONoA0M.

Ortciopa 6eperoB He 6bINIO BUOHO, U €CNU CMOTPETb
K ropoAy, TO Ka3anocb, YTO BoAe HeT KoHua. Tornbko no
ABYM-TPEM TOYHO BMCEBLLMM B BO34yX€ OFOHbKaM MOXHO
ObIN10 oragaTthCs, YTO B TOW CTOPOHE XXMBET U BOSTHYETCA
MHOros4HbIN ropoA,.

BHesanHo Ha BepxyLUKe ropbl, TaMm, rge 4ormkHa bbina
HaxoouTbCs cobopHas KONoKosbHA, bnecHyn apkui 6e-
NbIA CBET, U TbMY Npope3an cTonb aneKTpn4ecKoro cee-
Ta, Y3KM B Ha4arne u LWMPOKUIN K KOHLY, a Kyaa OH ynar,
TaMm 3abnecTtenu BnaxHble KpbILWX 1 3acBepKanu LWTyKa-
TYPEHHble cTeHbl. /I B Ty Xe, Ka3anocb, CekyHay u pe-
Ka, 1 TEMHas HOYb, N CMHEee HeDO B3APOrHynu u 3aryge-
nn, N TPyaHO BbINo NOHATbL, OTKYAA BbIXOAWUIT 3TOT ryCTON,
ApoXaLum OT NOMHOThI, MOry4u n 6oapbin 3ByK. W Tonb-
KO Kora npucoeanHUIIMCb K Hemy Msrkue, nayuime Bor-
HOWM 3BYKW C Bnmxkanwen konokonbHu, Anekcen Ctena-
HOBWY MOHSAN, YTO Ha4arcs nacxanbHbli GnaroBecT, 1 No-
Kas3anocb emMy Noxoxe Ha To, CIOBHO npobyaunack coT-
HSA BEMMKAHOB M 3aroBopwuna, caepxmeasi B Me4HOW rpyau
CBOW MOLLHbIN ronoc. OH Bce paclumpsncs n poc, n CKo-
PO BCE TUXME 3BYKM HOYM YTOHYNN B €ro BNacTHOM U pa-
A0CTHOM npu3biBe. Co BCEX KOHLIOB TEMHOIO ropu3oHTa



NUNNCb MefHbIe rofioca, 04HU BaXkHble, cTapble N 3aayM-
YMBO-Cepbe3Hble, ApyrMe MonoaeHbkue, 3BOHKMe, Bece-
nble, 1 cnnetanucb Mexay coboto B pa3HOLBETHYIO r1p-
naHay, 1, Kak pyvbu, BIMBaNnCb B MOLLHYLO rny6OuHy co-
©OpHOro Kornokona.

Anekcen CTenaHOBMY CHAN LWAanKy U nepekpecTuncs.
W korga oH 06epHyrcs, To yBuaen, 4To psgom ctomt Ong,
N Ha BrnegHoM nnue ee ropuT oTbneck ganekoro 6enoro
ceeta. OgHom pykon OHa gepxanacb 3a ctonb, gpyras
npuaepxmBana Ha Liee nerkim nnaTok.

BoT Ha konokonbHe Bacunua Benukoro BCnbIxXHyn no-
apoM KpacHbI 6eHranbCKuMn oroHb 1 GarpoBbiM 3ape-
BOM Iler Ha YepHylo peky; 1 BO Bcex KOHLax ropu3oH-
Ta Havanu 3axuratbCa KpacHble 1 ronybble OrHu, n ewle
TEMHee cTana Benukasi Hodb. A 3BykM Bce NUNUCb. OHK
naganu ¢ Heba 1 NogHMManucb Co AHa pekn, bunuce,
Kak ucrnyraHHble ronydu, 0 BbICOKYIO YEPHYK HachbiMb U
netenu BBbICb CBOBOAHbLIE, ferkue, TopxxecTayowmne. U
Anekceto CTenaHoBMYY 4yaunoch, YTO Aylla ero Takown
Xe 3BYK, 1 Oblflo CTpaLHO, YTO He BbIOEPXUT TeNo ee
cBobogHoro nonera.

Pykn ero kocHynacb gpyrasi ropsyasi pyka, u yxo pas-
NNYUNO TUXNIK, BOA3NUBLIN U PAQOCTHbLIW LLEMNOT:

— lNpaBga, 4TO KOTOPbLIA YenoBeK Ha Nacxy ymupaer,
TOT NpsiMo Ha Hebo naet?

— He 3Hato... [la, npaBga, — Tak e TUXO OTBETUIT OH.



3BYyKM BCE NWUNUCb, N pagoCTb UX CTaHOBMNAcb BypHOMN,
nukyowen. To4HO MegHble rpyan paspbiBanucb OT pago-
CTW U TeNnbIX Cres.

Ha maneHbkoMm BankoH4YMKe CMYyTHO TEMHENWN ABE Ye-
noseveckue urypsbl, 1 HoOYb U BOAa OKpy»xanu nx. B goc-
Kax nosa oLlyLianoch fierkoe, easa yroBMMoe coapora-
HUWe, 1 Ka3anocCb, YTO BECb CTapbI U rPELUHbIA AOMULLKO
TPSACETCS OT CKPbITbIX Crie3 1 3arnyLeHHbIX pblgaHun.

21 — 24 dpespansa 1900 r.



