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YMmupan BaKHBIHA, CTapblii CAHOBHHUK, OOJNBIION OapuH, MOOMBIIUK >KU3Hb. YMHUPATh €My
Obulo TpynHO: B bora OoH He Bepws, 3aueM YMUpaeT — HE IOHHMMaJ, U YKacajcs YKacoMm
6e3yMHBIM. BBUTO cTpamHo CMOTPETh Ha HETro, Kak OH MYYHJICS.

[To3aau ymuparomiero canoBHUKa Obuia Oonbliasi, Oorarasi, ”HTEpeCHas *KU3Hb, B KOTOPOIl HE
OCTaBaJIMCh MPa3JIHbIMU CEPJLIE U MBICIL U MOJIy4yalld CBOE yJoBieTBopeHue. U ycranu cepaue u
MBIC/Ib, YCTaJO BCE IOXKMBILEE, TUXO Xojojerliee Teno. [nmaza ycraiu cCMOTpETh Jake Ha
IIPEKPACHOE — HACBITWIIOCh 3PEHME; U YXO CTaJO CibIIIAaTh, U caMa PajoCcTh CAENANACh TAKEIOI0
JUIs yTOMJIeHHOTO cepjna. M moka ObUI CaHOBHHMK Ha HOTraxX, O CMEPTH OH MOMBILIULUT JaXe C
HEKOTOPBIM YJIOBOJIBCTBUEM: OTIOXHY, IO KpailHel mepe, — Jymall OH; MEpEecTaHyT LEJIOBaTh,
yBaXkaTb W XOJUThb C JOKJIaJamMH, — JyMall OH C yJIOBOJbCTBUMEM. Jla, Ayman... a BOT Korja
CBJIMJICS OH HA CMEPTHBIN OJIp, TO CTaJI0 HEBBIHOCUMO OOJIBHO M Y>KACHO JIO TIOCIICAHETO yKaca.

XoTenoch MOXHUTh €IIe, — XOTh HEMHOTO, XOTh 10 Oyayllero moHeAeNbHUKA WIIH, eIIe
Jqydiie, 10 cpedbl Wik a0 4yerBepra. OJTHAKO HACTOALIETO JHs, B KOTOPBIH OH yMep, OH Tak U HE
y3HaJl, XOTsI UX BCErO TOJIbKO CEMb B HeENEeJie: MOHEIEIbHUK, BTOPHUK, CPEA, YETBEPr, MATHULA,
cy0600Ta 1 BOCKpeceHbeE.

TyT-TO, B 3TOT camblii HEM3BECTHBIN NI€Hb, W TMPHIIET K CAHOBHHUKY YepT, OOBIKHOBEHHBII
4epT, KaKMX MHOTO. B oM OH BoIIen Moja BUAOM CBSLICHHHKA, JIaJaHa U CBEYEH, HO yMeplIeMy
IIpeicTall BO BCEN CBOEH CBATOM npasje. CaHOBHUK cpa3y Orajalics, 4YTO YepT MPHULIEN HECTIPOCTA,
1 o0pazoBalcs: pa3 CyHUIeCTBYET 4epT, TO CMEPTH HACTOSLIEH HET, a ecTh Kakoe-To beccmeptue. B
KpaifHeM ke ciy4ae, eclii HeT OeccMepTHsl, TO MOXKHO MPOJUIMTh U 3TY >KU3Hb, MIPOAAB YLy Ha
BBITOJIHBIX YCJIIOBHSIX. DTO OBLIO OUYEBUJIHO, & OT UCITyTa COBCEM SICHO.

Ho 4dept umen Buj yctanblii 1 HEAOBOJIBHBIM, JTOJIT0 HE HAYMHAI PA3roBOpa U OTJISAbIBAIICS
Ope3ryIMBO M KUCIO, KaKk OyATO HE TyAa momajl. DTO 0O0ECMOKOMJIO CAaHOBHHKA, U OH TOCKOpEe
MPEAJIOKHUIT YEPTY CECTh; HO, U YCEBILIUCH, YEPT MPOIOJKAI TJIAJIETh BCE TAK K€ KUCJIO U MOIYal.

«BoT oHM Kakue, — Jaymall CaHOBHUK, IMOTHUXOHBKY pa3IisablBas uyxjaoe, Ooyiee yem
HMHOCTpaHHOe nulo nocerurens. — Hy u npotuBHas xe xaps, ['ocnoau! S gymato, 4To U TaM OH HE
CUHUTAETCS] KPACUBBIM.

A Bciyx ckaszai:

— A s Bac HE TaKUM TIPEACTABIISIL.

— YT0? — HEIOBOJIBHO CIIPOCUI YEPT U KUCIIO CMOPIIMIICS.

— He TakuM Bac mpeacTaBIIsiI.

— Ilycraku.

Emy Bce 3TO roBopuiu Ipu NMEPBOM 3HAKOMCTBE, M HAJIOENIO CIIBIIIATh OJHO U TO Xe. A
caHOBHUK nymain: «He npennarare ke eMy 4aro WIM BUHA, — Y HETO U NACTh TaKasi, 4YTO MUTh OH HE
MOKET».

— BoT BBl 1 yMepnH... — Hayall 4epT JIECHUBO U CKYYHO.

— Hy uT0 BBI! — BO3MYTHIICS M UCIIyTaJCsl CAHOBHUK. — S| BOBCE €le HE yMHpaJ.

— Jlpyromy CKaXuTe, — pPaBHOAYIIHO OIPBI3HYJICS 4YepPT U MNPOAOIKalL: — BOT BBl U
yMEpJH... TaK 4YTO e HaMm Tenepb AenaTh? Jleno cephe3Hoe, U BOOOLIE HAAO ke 3TOT BOIMPOC
pEIIUTE.

— Ho Heyxenu 310 — mpaBaa: s yxe ymep? — yKacajcsi CaHOBHHUK. — Belb MbI Xke...
pa3roBapuBacM.

— Hy, a xorzma Bbl €eTe Ha PeBHU3HUIO, BbI Cpa3y MolajaaeTe B BaroH? Bbl enie cuaute Ha
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CTaHLIUH.

— Tak, 3HauuT, 370 — CcTaHUUA.

— Hy na. A 1o uro xe?

— Ilonumaro, noHumaro. 3Ha4uT, BOT 3TO YK€ HE 5. A TJ€ XK€ 51, TO €CTh MO€ TeJI0?

YepT HEOIPEIETIEHHO MOTHYJI TOJI0BOM:

— Henanexo. Bac ceifyac 0OMBIBarOT TEIUION BOIOM.

UMHOBHUKY CTaj0 CTHIAHO; BCIOMHMJI HEKPACUBBIE, )KUPHBIE CKJIAJIKU Ha MOSICHUIIE, U CTAJI0
emie cteigHee. OH 3HAJ, YTO MOKOMHUKOB OOMBIBAIOT KEHIIIUHBI.

— I'mynbiit 06bIvaid, — cKa3all CAHOBHHK CEPAUTO.

— Hy, y 310 — Baie nemno, a s TyT HU 11pu yeM. Ho, oiHako, st monpocuit Obl Bac NEPEenTH K
BOIIPOCY, @ TO BPEMEHU Majio. Bbl 04eHb OBICTPO NOPTUTECH.

— B kakom cMbiciie? — 1moxoiio/ies1 CaHOBHUK. — B... B 0ObIKHOBEHHOM?

—Hy nma. A To B KakoM >xe? — C TOpPbKOW HMpOHHUEH Mepeapa3Hml ero 4ept. — MHe,
M3BUHUTE, BaIllM BOINPOCHl Hajoenu. M3BoibTEe BBICAYIIATh BHUMATENIbHO, YTO SI BaM HU3JI0XKY, —
IIOBTOPSITh HE CTaHYy.

W B 04eHb CKYYHBIX BBIPAXKEHUSX, TATYYHM T'OJI0COM MOBTOPSIS TO, YTO, BUAMMO, CAMOMY EMY
HAJ0eJI0 [0 IIOCJIEIHEHW CTENEHH, 4YepT M3JI0KWI cienyromee. g cTaporo, BaXKHOTO, YKe
CKOHYaBLIETOCs CAHOBHUKA €CTh JIBE BO3MOKHOCTH: WJIU MONTU B OKOHYATEIBbHYIO CMEPTh, WU K€
B OCOOCHHYIO, HECKOJIBKO CTPAaHHYIO M Ja)Ke€ MOJO3PUTENbHYIO JKHW3Hb, — KaK OH XO4YeT, KaK OH
BbIOEpeT. Ecnu oH BbIOeper mepBoe, — CMEpTh, — TO AN HEro HACTyNUT BeYyHOe HeOBbITHE,
MOJIYaHHE, IyCTOTA. ..

«["ocrioan, 3TO U €CTh TO caMoe YKAacHOE, Uero 5 Tak O0sJICsI», — JAyMall CAaHOBHUK.

— Henapymumslii TOKOM. .. — MPOI0JIKAI YEPT, C HEKOTOPHIM JIFOOOIBITCTBOM pa3riisiAblBast
HE3HAKOMBII MOTOJOK. — Bbl HMcue3Here OeccielHO, Balle CYHIECTBOBAHHE MPEKPATUTCS
abCoONIIOTHO, BBl HUKOI'ZIa He Oyzere roBOPHUTh, AyMaTh, JKeJIaTh, UCHBITHIBATh 00JIb WM PajoCTh,
HUKOTJ]a OOJbIle HE MPOU3HECEeTe «1», — Bbl MCUE3HETE, MOracHeTe, MPEeKPaTUTECh, TOHUMAETE,
CTaHETe HUYTO...

— Her, Her, HEe X04y! — KpUKHYJI CAaHOBHHUK.

— Ho 3aT0 nmoko#, — HacTaBUTENHHO CKa3all 4YepT. — ITO, 3HAETE, TOKE YeTr0-HHUOYb CTOUT.
VYK TakOHM IIOKOM, YTO JIy4dllle IPUAYMATh HEIb3s, CKOJIBKO HU JyMauTe.

— He xou4y nokosi, — pemuTenbHO CKa3ajl CAaHOBHHUK, a yCTaJlOCTh OTO3Bajach B MEPTBOM
cep/lie MepTBOI0 MOJIbOOIO: «/laifTe moKos, MOKOsI, TOKOS.

UYepT moskana BOJIOCATHIMU IJIEYaMU U YTOMJIEHHO NPOAOJIKAl, KaK MPUKa3YMK B MOJHOM
MarasuHe K KOHIly O0HKOTo TOproBoro JHs:

— Ho, ¢ apyroii cTOpoHBI, s1 IMEO BaM NPEIJIOKUTh BEUHYIO )KU3Hb. ..

— Beunyro?

— Hy na. B any. Hy, koHe4YHO, 3TO HE COBCEM TO, 4ero Obl BaM XOTEJIOCh, HO TOXKE KU3Hb. Y
Bac OyIyT KoOe-Kakue pa3BICYCHMs, MHTEPECHblE 3HAKOMCTBA, DPAa3rOBOPHI... a TIJIABHOE, BBI
COXpaHMUTE HaBEKHU Balle «s». Bbl Oyzere ®UTh BEUHO.

— W cTpagaTh? — MyramMBO CIPOCHI YETIOBEK.

— Ho 4ro Takoe ctpamanmne? — Ope3rIMBO CMOPIIUJICS 4YepT. — IDTO CTPAITHO, TIOKa HE
NpUBBIKHENb. U s TODKEH BaM 3aMETUTh, YTO €CIIM Y HAC U XKaJyI0TCs Ha YTO-HUOY/Ib, TAK UMEHHO
Ha TPUBBIUKY.

— A y Bac MHOTO Hapoay?

UYept nokocucs:

— Ectb-Taku. /la, Ha npuBbiuky. Ha 3T0l nmoyBe, 3HaeTe 1M y HaC HEABHO BBIIIIN KPYIHbIE
Oecriopsiik: TpeOOBaJIM HOBBIX MyueHUl. A rae ux B3aTh? Kpuuar: malioH, pyTuHa. ..

— VYxacHo riyno! — cka3an CaHOBHHUK.

— Ja, mokaxurte-ka uM. Ilo cuacTeio, Haml. ..

UepT NOUTUTENBHO MPUBCTAJ M CHENAI IOJIOE JIMILIO; TAKOE K€ JIMIO, HA BCSIKHUM CIly4au,
cZelal U CAaHOBHUK.

— Ham MascTpo npeniokuil rpelitHiKam: moxanyiicra, mydaiite ceds camu. [loxxanyiicra!



— CamoyrmpaBiieHHe, TaKk CKa3aTh, — OTO3BAJICS CAHOBHUK C UPOHUEH.

Ueprt cen u 3acMesics:

— Teneps onun npuaymeiBatoT. Hy Tak kak xe, noporoit moi? Hano pemars.

CaHOBHUK 3ayMajicsl U, YXKe Beps 4epTy Kak poJHOMY Opary, HECMOTPS Ha €ro THyCHYIO
POXKY, HEPELIUTEIBHO CIPOCHIL:

— A Kkak ObI BBl IOCOBETOBAJIN?

UYepr HaxMypHICcs:

— Her, 3T0 BbI OcTaBbTE. S TYT HU NPU YEM.

— Hy Tak s He xouy B ax!

— Hy u He Hago. Pacnummurecsk.

UepT MOJOXKHUI TE€pell CAHOBHUKOM OyMa)XKy, JOBOJBHO TPs3HYIO, OOJBIIE MOXO0XKYI Ha
HOCOBOM IJIATOK, YEM Ha TAKOMN BaXKHBIM JOKYMEHT.

— Bor Tyt, — nokasan on korrem. — Her, HeT, HE Tam, 3TO — €CJIM XOTUTE B aJ. A cMepTh
BOT 3/1ECh.

CaHOBHUK IOJIEP>KaJl IEPO U CO B3JOXOM ITOJIOKHUIL.

— Bam nerko, — ckaszan oH yKOpU3HEHHO. — A kakoBO MHe? CkakuTe, IOKalyicTa, y Bac
9YeM MydJar rJlaBHbIM 00pazom? OrHem?

— Jla, u orHeM, — paBHOIYIIHO OTBETHJI YEPT. — Y HAC €CTh MPA3IHUKHU.

— Jla uto BbI! — 00OpagoBaicsi CAHOBHUK.

— Ma. Ilo BockpeceHbSIM U TaOeNbHBIM JHSM TMOJHBIM OTABIX; B CyOOOTYy, — uepT
IIPOJOJKUTENBHO 3€BHYJI, — 3aHATHS TOJIBKO OT JECATH JI0 IBEHA/IATH.

— Tak, Tak. Hy, a PoxnaectBo u Boobmie?..

— Ha PoxnmectBo u Ha Ilacxy mo Tpu IHS CBOOOIHBIX, JJa BOT €Il JICTOM KaHWKYJbI Ha
MeECHILI.

— @y-Tel! — pazoBajCs CaHOBHUK. — OTO Jaxe rymaHHo. Bot He oxunan! Hy, a eciu... B
KpaiiHeM, KOHEYHO, ClIydae... oIaTh pamnopt o Oone3Hu?

UepT npucTanbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha CAHOBHHMKA M CKa3all:

— IlycTaku.

CaHOBHUKY CZeNanoch CTHLAHO; 3aCTBIAWICA ClIeTKa M 4epT. B3moxHyn u 3aBoJjiok riasa.
Boo61e BuaHO ObLIO, 4TO MO0 OH HE JAOCHall CEroJHs, 00 BCEe ATO CMEPTEIbHO eMy HaJ0eNo:
yMHpaIoIlie CaHOBHUKH, HEObITHE, BeuHas KM3Hb. Ha mpaBoil Hore K IIepcTH MpHCTal KyCOyek
CyXOH Ipsi3u.

«OTKyna 3T0? — moayMal CaHOBHUK. — V MOYUCTUTHCS JICHBY.

— Taxk. 3HauuT, HeOBITHE, — 33YMYHBO CKa3all YEIOBEK.

— He0piTHE, — Kak X0, HE OTKpbIBas IJ1a3, 0TO3BAJICS YepT.

— Wnu BeuHast )KU3Hb.

— Wnm BeuHast )KU3Hb.

Honro ayman ymepmwuii. TaM yxe U NaHUXUAY OTCIY>KWJU, a OH Bce nyman. U Tte, kTo
BUJIEJIM HA MOJAYIIKE €ro HEOOBIKHOBEHHO CTPOroe, Cephe3HOe JIMIIO0, HUKAK HE Mperoaraii, 4YTo
3a CTpaHHbIE CHBI pPa3BEBAIOTCA IMOJ XOJOAHbIM uepenom. W uepra He Buaenu. Kypuucs,
pacTBOpSACH, MOCIEAHUN JlaJjaH, Maxjao MPUTYHIEHHbIMA BOCKOBBIMHM CBE€YAMM M €IlI€ YEeM-TO Kak
OyATO TaxJo.

— BeuHnast xu3HBb, — HE OTKpBIBas TIJa3, 3aJyM4YMBO MOBTOpPWI 4epT. — OOBSICHH emy
MOJIyYIIle, YTO 3HAYUT BEYHAs JKU3HB; ThI IJIOXO, TOBOPUT, OOBSCHSENIb, — a pa3Be OH, AYpakK,
KOT'/1a-HUOY/Ab MOHMET. ..

— OTO BBI IPO MEHA? — C HAJEXKJI0M CIIPOCHII CAHOBHUK.

— Taxk, BooGmie. Moe aeno MajgeHbKoe, HO Kak ITOCMOTPHIIIb Ha BCE HA ATO. ..

Uept yHBUIO 3aMoTan rojioBoil. CaHOBHHUK TakKe€ B 3HAK COUYBCTBUS MOKadall TOJIOBOM U
CKaszail:

— Bbl, BUANMO, HE yI0BIETBOPEHBI, U €CIIH 51, C CBOEH CTOPOHBI. . .

— Ilpomy Bac He KacaThCs MOEH JTUYHOU KU3HU, — BCIIBUIMII YEPT, — U BOOOIIE, CKAKUTE,
MoKaJylcTa, KTO U3 Hac 4epT: Bbl WK g7 Bac crpammBarot, Bbl U OTBEYANTE: )KU3Hb WIIM CMEPTH?



N onare nyman caHoBHMK. M Bce He 3Hal, Ha 4TO eMy peluTbes. M oTToro im, 4ro Mo3r ero
MOPTUJICS C KaKJIOW CEeKyHJOH, WJIM OT MPUPOAHON CIabOCTH, CTAl OH CKIIOHSTHCS HAa CTOPOHY
BEYHOH km3HU. «UTO Takoe cTpaganue? — ayman oH. — Pa3Be He cTpagaHueM Obuia BCA €ro
KHU3Hb, a KaK XOpoIlo ObLIO *UTh. He cTpagaHus cTpalliHbl, a CTpAIIHO TO, MOXKAIyH, 4TO cep/le
uX He BMemaeT. He BMemiaeT ux cepaue u MpoCcCUT MOKOs, TIOKOS, TOKOS. ..»

...B 310 Bpems ero yxe Be3nu Ha kiaadumie. M kak pa3 Okoio JaenapraMeHTa, rjie OH
HAYaJIbCTBOBA, CHyXWin nanuxuny. lllem moxnap, u Bce ObUTM TOJ 30HTHKaMH, CTeKajla ¢
30HTUKOB BOJIa U MOJKMBaJIa MOCTOBYIO. biiecTena MocToBas, a 1o Jiy>kamM MOJI4ajaIiBO TOMOPUIMIIACH
psi0b, — OBLT BETEP TIPH JOKIC.

«Ho He BMemaer cepiaie M pagocTd, — OyMall CAaHOBHHK, YK€ CKIIOHSSCh Ha CTOPOHY
HEOBITHSA, — YCTAaeT OHO OT PAJOCTH U MPOCUT IMOKOSI, TIOKOS, MOKOs. Y MEHS JIU OJHOTO TaKoe
TECHOE CepJlle, UM K€ TaK U BCEM Ha POy HAMMCaHO, HO TOJBKO ycTanl s, aX, Kak s ycram». U
BCIIOMHWJI OH HEJAaBHHH Ciiydail. 1o ObuIO emie 10 6onesnu. M codpanuch y HEro rocTu, U ObUIO
IIOYETHO, BECEN0 U APYKeno0HO. O4eHb MHOIO CMESUIMCh, @ OCOOEHHO OH, — pa3 Jaxe 10 cle3
paccmesuica. M He ycmen oH Torja mpo cebs moaymarb: «Kakoi s cuacTiMBBIN», — Kak BIPYT
MOTSIHYJIO €ro B OAMHOYECTBO. I He B KaOMHET U He B CHalbHIO, @ B CAMOE OJINHOKOE MECTO, — BOT
U CIIPSITAJCS OH B TO MECTO, Ky/a XOJAT TOJIBKO MO HYXKJIE, CIPATAIICS KaK MaIbUUK, N30eTaronmi
HakazaHus. U mpoBen OH B OJUHOKOM MECTE€ HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, IMOYTH HE JBIIIA OT YCTAJIOCTH,
npeaaBasi CMEPTH JAyX U TEJO0, O0IIAsACh C HEI0 B MOJTYaHUH TaKOM YTPIOMOM, KaKUM MOJTYAT TOJIBKO
B Ipo0y.

— A BeIlb HaJI0 MOTOPONHUTHCS, — CKazajl 4yepT yrproMo. — CKOpO 1 KOHEI.

Jlyuiie ObI OH ¥ HE TOBOPUJI 3TOTO ciioBa: KoHell. CoBceM ObLIO OT/IajiCsl CAHOBHUK CMEPTH, a
IpU STOM CIIOBE BOCHpsHYJa JKU3Hb M 3aBOINWIA, TpeOys mpojoivkeHus. M Tak Bce craio
HEMOHSITHO, TaK TPYIHO JUIS PEIICHHUS, YTO TOJOKUIICS CAHOBHUK Ha CyAbOY.

— MoOHO MOJMUCATh € 3aKPBITHIMU TJIa3aMU? — OOSI3JTUBO CIIPOCHJII OH YepTa.

YepT nckoca Noruises Ha Hero, KauyHyJ roJoBOM U cKazai:

— Ilycraku.

Ho, nomxHO ObITh, HaI0€I0 €My BO3UTHCS, — MOIyMall, MOB3JBIXaJl M CHOBA PA3JIOKUII
nepes; CAaHOBHUKOM CMSATYI0O OyMakKy, OOJbIIe TIOXOXYK0 Ha HOCOBOW IUIATOK, YeM Ha TaKou
BaXXHBIHN ToKyMeHT. CaHOBHHK B3sJI TIEpO, CTPAXHYJ YepHUJIA pa3, APYToM, 3aKphli I11a3a, HaIlymasi
MaybIleM MecTo U... Ho B mociaeHuii MOMEHT, KOT/Ia yiKe JIeNajl pocUepK, He BBITEPIIEN U B3TIITHYI
OJTHUM TIJ1a30M. VI KpUKHYJI, OTIIBBIPHYB MEPO:

— AX, 4T0 ke g Hajgenan!

Kak 5x0, oTBeTIII €My YepT:

— Ax!

W 3aaxanu creHbl M MOTOJOK, CTaM CABHraThcs, axas. M 3axoxoran uept, yxoxs. U, yem
Janpllle OH YXOIMJI, TeM IIHPE CTAHOBWIICS €Tr0 XOXOT, TEpsUl pPa3lelIbHOCTh, PACKaTHIBAJICS

CTpALIHO.
...B 3T0 Bpems caHOBHUKA yXke 3apbIBajid. MOKpBIE, CIIUIMIINECS KOMbS TSXKEJIO IPOXaJIUCh O
KPBILIKY, U Ka3aJoCh, YTO IpoO COBCEM IYCT, U B HEM HET HUKOTrO, JaXe U MOKOMHMKA, — TaK

IIUPOKH U TYJIKU OBLUTH 3BYKH.
23 anpens 1911 2.
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