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AHHOTauuA

«C nonoBuHbl Benukoro nocta Kaqeple no4vyyBCTBOBAaIl,
4TO B MUP HaABUraeTcda 4YTO-TO KpynHoe, CBeTNioe «"
HEMHOro cCTtpawHoe B cBoen TOPXECTBEHHOCTMU. N xota
OHO Ha3blBalioCb CTapbiM CITOBOM «Mnpa3gHUK» 1N OnA BCeX
Apyrmx ObIno NPOCTO N MOHATHO, Ka‘-lepMHy OHO Ka3alloCb
HOBbIM 1 3arago4HbiM, — TAKUM HOBbIM, KaK CO3HaHMe CBOEIro
CyLiecTtBOBaHUA. |_|OCJ'Ie[J,HVII7I rog KaqepMHy Ka3aJsioCb, 4TO
OH TONMbKO 4TO nNnodBUIICA Ha CBeT, U BCe YyaumBndano wu
MHTEpEecoBasno ero, a 1o, 4to ObIno paHblle N Ha3blBaJ10Cb
OETCTBOM, NpeacTtaBliAaAiioCb CMELWHbIM, BECENbIM U K HEMY HE
OTHOCALWNMCA. .. »
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JIleouna AHapeesB
Npa3aHuk

C nonosuHbl Benukoro nocta KadepuH no4vyBCTBO-
Basi, YTO B MUP HaOBUraeTca 4YTo-TO KPyrnHoe, CBETMOoe
N HEMHOrO CTpalLUHOe B CBOEN TOpPXXeCTBEHHOCTU. U xo-
TS OHO Ha3blBaNoOCb CTapbiM CIIOBOM «MpPasgHuK» 1 Ans
BCEX Apyrnx 6bino NpocTo 1 NOHATHO, KayepnHy OHO Ka-
3anocb HOBbIM W 3arago4HbiM, — TAKUM HOBbIM, KaK CO-
3HaHue cBOero cyLecTBoBaHu4. [locnegHnn rog Kavepu-
HY Ka3asioCb, 4TO OH TOSIbKO YTO MOSIBUIICS Ha CBET, 1 BCe
YANBASNO U MHTEPECOBASIO €ro, a To, YTO ObINIO paHbLLE U
Ha3blBarioCb AETCTBOM, NPeaCcTaBnsAoCb CMELUHbIM, Be-
cenbIM U K HEMY He OTHOCALWMMCSA. I OH MOMHUI MOMEHT,
Korga Hadyanacb ero xun3Hb. OH cuaen B CBOEM Knacce Ha
YPOKe W CKyyan, Korga BHe3arnHo C yanBUTESIbHOM SICHO-
CTblO eMy NpeaCcTaBUIOCh, YTO BOT 3TOT, KOTOPbIA CUaUT
Ha TpeTben napTe, NoAnep rosioBy PYKOW 1 CKy4aeT, eCTb
oH, Hukonan Hukonaesn4d KayepuH, a BOT 3T — TOT, 4TO
BGopmoyeT ¢ Kadeapsbl, 1 gpyrue, pacceBLuMecd no nap-
TaMm, — COBCEM UMHble noan n nHon mup. NpeacrasneHve
3TO ObINO SAPKO, CUITbHO U MFTHOBEHHO, U NoToMm KavepuH



y>Xe€ He MOr Bbl3BaTb €ro, XoTa 4YacTo Aenan K ToMy no-
NbITKN: cagurncs B Ty e No3y W noanupan rorioBy PyKown.
Ho 3ato BCce cTano HOBbIM U MOMHbLIM 3arafgo4YHOCTU: TO-
BapuLM, oTel, U MaTb, KHUM U OH caMm.

KauepuH 6b11 y4EHUKOM CEeAbMOrO Kiacca rMMHasuu, 1
OLHW 13 3HAKOMbIX, CTapble, Ha3blBanu ero npocto «Ko-
ns», a Bce HoBble 3Banu Hukonaem Hukonaesuyem. OH
OblST HEBBLICOKOIrO POCTa, TOHEHLKUIN N XPYMKUKA, C OYEHDb
HEXHbIM LIBETOM NNLLIA U BEXNUBOWN TUXON PEYbLO. YCUKN
Yy HEro TOMbKO YTO CTanu NnpodbmBaTbCA M TEMHOM NyLUN-
CTOW JOPOXKKOM NPOXOANIN Ha CBEXUMM N KPACHBIMU Y-
6amun. Pogutenn KayepuHa Gbinn ovYeHb boraTtble noau
N UMEeNu Ha OAHOWM M3 rMaBHbIX YNuL ropoga CBOW O0M,
npu KOTOPOM Haxogmncs 0onbLLIOn, B ABe AeCATUHbI cag,
rpoMagHble capaun 1 KOHIOLHN 1 gaxe Konogew, U3 KoTo-
poro BcA nNoyTn ynuua dpana gna cedsa soay.

Y KauepuHa 66110 MHOro npuatenen n oguH apyr, Mep-
KyrnoB, KOTOPOro OH 00K rOpsivYO U HEXHO U Kaxayto
Hegen oTcbinan emy no 60nbLWOMY, MENKO UCNNUCAHHO-
My nnucbMy. Mepkynos 6bIn cTapLue ero AByMsi rogamu um
C OCEHU HaxXoaUIICA B OHKEPCKOM y4unuiie, oTkyaa npu-
e3xarn TonbKo Ha bornblne npasgHukn. imenuce y Kave-
puHa 1 Bparu, No KpanHen Mepe, OOMH Bpar — pearsiucr,
C KOTOPbIM OH OfHa)Abl nogparcy ewe ManeHbkun, u ¢
TEeX Nop KOCUICS NpuU BCTPeYE N 0QHO BPEMS AaXKe HOCUIT
B KapMaHe kacTeT. bbina y Hero n Bo3nbneHHas — Mo-



nopgas, KpacuBasi U Becenasi ropHMUYHasi, ogHaXKabl OBna-
aeswasi M. B rumHasmm, goma 1 y 3HakOMbIX BCE CYU-
Tanwm ero o4eHb CYaCTNMBLIM FOHOLLIEN, HO CaM OH Haxo-
ann cebs rmy6boko HecyacTHbIM. VI NpUYnHON HecyacTbs
ObINoO TO, YTO OH co3HaBan cebsa MOPOYHbIM U JMKUBBIM,
a XXM3Hb CBOK HMKOMY U HW HA YTO HE HY>XHOW. /I MHO-
ro HepaspeLUMMbIX BOMNPOCOB NPUXOAMIO eMY B rOfOBY U
BblTanknuBano OTTyda NaTblHb M MaTteMaTtuKy: HY>XHO Nk
eMy XuTb K 3a4yem? Kak caoenatb, 4Tobbl ObiTb 4OBOSb-
HbIM coboun n 4yTobLl BCe NMbunu ero? 3a nNocneaHworo
y4yeOHYI0 YeTBEPTb OH MONy4un ABe ABOWKN, N 3TO rpo3u-
no emMy ocTaBfneHueM B Kracce Ha gpyrov rog. W to, 4to
OH TaK MSI0X0 YYUIICA M CKpbIBan 3TO OT pOAUTENEN, KOTO-
pble C CBOEWN CTOPOHbLI A40OPOAYLLHO XBanunu ero, gena-
N0 ero OKoOH4YaTenbHO HErOAHbIM B €ro rnasax. A ecnmv Obl
elle Bce, XBanuBLUME ero, 3Hanu, rae oH bbiBaeT ¢ ToBa-
puLLaMKn 1 4YTO OH aenaet Tam!

M HagBuraBslieecs Ha MUP YTO-TO KPYMHOE, CBETMOE
N HEMHOIO CTpallHOe, Ha3blBaBLUEECS CTapbiM MMEHEM
«npasgHuk», Kak 6yato Hecno ¢ cobon n oteeT. N Kaue-
PUH AyMmarn, YTo He MOXET ObITb NeYanbHbIM 3TOT OTBET,
N 4TO 00A3aTENBbHO ABUTCH HEKTO M CKaXET, KaK HY>KHO
XUTb W AN Yero HY>Ho *uTb. byaeTt nn ato Mepkynos,
KoTopbIi npueaet kK CBATON, unn KTo-HMOyab Apyron, a
MOXET ObITb, JaXe N He KTO-HMbyab, a YTo-HNbyab — Ka-
YEepWUH He 3Har, HO OH Xaarn.



W npasgHuK HacTynun.



[Mpa3gHWMYHOE M HOBOE Hayanocb C MNepBbIX OHEN
CtpacTHon Hegenu, Ho KayepuyH He cpasy noYyBCTBOBAIT
ero. OH xoaun B rMMHa3MYeCcKyto LLepKoBb, BUAEN TaM TO-
BapuLen n yuntenen, n Bce ato 6oino 6ygHMYHoE 1 CTa-
poe. Hagaupartenb, HOCUBLUWW CTPaHHOE Ha3BaHue «[nu-
CcTa», NoMMan ero, Korga OH Kypur, 1 XOTen XanosaTbCca
NMHcnekTopy. Bce BbINo CKy4HO 1 cepo, 1 Bce nuua Kasa-
NINCb TYCKITbIMWU, N HA HUX He BbINO BUAHO TOro, YTO 3aMe-
Yyanocb paHblle, — TOro e OXNOaaHnsa Kakon-To HeoObl-
YanHOWM PagoCTH, KaK y Hero. bblTb MOXET, Ha BCeX BIUsI-
na gypHas noroga: Ha BepbHoe BockpeceHbe Len CHET, a
NOTOM TPW OHS CTOSANM XONOA U CNSAKOTb, U HENb3S BbINOo
OTKPbITb HX O4HOro OKHa. Ho BCe e B BO3Ayxe HOCUITOCb
YTO-TO pasgpaxatowlee. Ha ynuuax sknnaxen n nogen
ctano 6onblule, Yem Bcerga, U aBuranucb oHM BbicTpee
N roBOpUn rpomye, n Bce obs3aTenbHO TONKOBanNu He o
TeKyLeM aHe, a O TOM, YTO OHM ByayT AenaTtb Torga, Ha
npasgHukax. Hacrosiwee TO4HO NPoOBanNUNoCh Kyaa-To, 1
nogn gymanun od ogHom byayuiem.

M korga B NATHMUY MOSIBUNOCH COMHUE U cpasy Ha-
rpeno 1 NOACYLUMMO 3eMSI0, HAaABUraloLWMNCa npasgHuK
oBnagen BCceM XmByLunM, U KayepuH nodyBcTBOBan ero
BO BceM. HO 310 BCe ObINo TOMbKO OXMAAHMEM, U pas-



Apaxano n My4mno. KayepuH rnowues B KOHIOLWHIO, — TaMm
Kydep v ABOPHMK MbININ 3KUMAXN U YUCTUNK Nowagen, u
ObInn 3nbl 1 Hepa3roBopyuBbl. OH HECKONBLKO pa3s 3arns-
AblBan Ha KyXHK — TaM NPOUCXOANIIO YTO-TO HEOObIKHO-
BeHHoe. M Bceraa B 6yaHu KauepuHbl enm 04eHb MHOIO U
XOpOLLIO, HO Tenepb BCe rOTOBUIN U TOTOBUNU, U HW [0 Ye-
ro U3 NPUroTOBIISIEMOrO Henb3sa BblNo KacaTbCH, Tak Kak
OHO MpeaHasHayanocb Anga npasgHuka. 1 matb u otey
yesxanu Ha CTapeHbKOW NposieTke 1 npmMBo3uIv Bce Ho-
Bbl€ KYNbKUW, Y ONSATb Ye3xanu, 1 no Bcemy oMy pa3HOCU-
nwn pasgpaxaroLwmin, HeobblvarHblA 3anax BaHWUNK, cBe-
Xero Ttecta un avu. Bciogy nepen nkoHamu ropenu nam-
nagkun, U HAHbKa pyranacb C ManeHbKUMU OEeTbMU U He
nyckana ux B 3any v roCTUHYIO, rge nonbl 6b1n HavuLLe-
Hbl 1 yXXe Bce ybpaHo. 3aBTpaka coBceM He bb1s10, a obef,
noganu Takom Nroxon, kak 6yaTo ecTb Tenepb COBCEM
ObIN10 He HyXHO. [opHMYHas [awa ctonkHynack ¢ Kave-
PUHbIM B BypeTHOM, Korda TaM HUKOro He Obino, N XoTS
nouenosana ero, Ho 6bICTPO U HeBpexHO. Bonockl y Hee
ObINIM He NpuYecaHbl, U OT FoNbIX PYK LLEN TOT e pasapa-
>KawoLmMn 3anax BaHUIW.

— Boinan B cag, — ckasan KovepuH.

— W HU-Hn-un! — 3amotana ronoson Aawa. — Bot! —
pacTonbIpuna OHa pyku, NokasbiBas, CKOSbKO Y Hee fena.

KayepwvH Bbilwen B caf, u cag nokasarncs eMy nosHbIM
TOrO e CTPacTHOro oxungaHus. OKono Teppacsl JOPOXKKU



ObINN yXXe BbIYULLIEHBI U MOCbINAHbI XENTbIM NECKOM, HO
Aanblle, B rnybuHe caga, 6bIo Cbipo M 3anyLeHo, Kak
370 6GbIBaET Nnocne 3umbl. Ha gopoxkax nexan, npununas
K 3emne, npoLwsiorogHnn fINCT, TEMHbIA N NPOMOYEHHbIN
HaCKBO3b; B yrnax y 3abopos 6enen He3gopOoBbLIN CHET, U
N3-nog Hero COMUNMUCL CTPYWKU BOAbI, YACTOM U Npo3pad-
HOW, KakK cnesa. Mectammn TeMHO-3eneHbIMM My4YKamMu Cu-
Aena monogas kpanvmea, U Hegarneko oT Hee BbirnsaabiBan
Ha CBET OCTPEHbKUN cTebenek TpaBbl, OANHOKNA N Myr-
NuBbLIN. HarpeTble COMNMHUEM CKaMeWKN XITN PyKy, a BECb
HenoABWXXHbIN BO34YX Ka3ancs 40 ryCToTbl HACbILWEHHbIM
CONMHEYHbIM TEMNSOM, apOMaTOM 3eMN N HEBUOAUMOWN MO-
nopow 3eneHn. PagoctHo n TMxo Obino B caay, U OTYeT-
NIMBO AOHOCUITIOCH C YNNLbI CKpUNeHne BopoTa, NogHUMa-
towero M3 konogua 6aabto. Ho KauepmH He mor Hacna-
XOaTbCA 3TUM MOKOEM, M eMy Kasasnocb, YTO cenyac u
Henb3s genaTb 3TOro, a HYXKHO XaaTb TOro, YTO Ha3blBa-
eTcsa «npasgHukom». M oH nepexoamn ot O4HOW CKaMen-
KW K APYron, npucaxmBancya HeHagosro 9 cCHoBa wern. Tak
OH oboluen Becb cag, 4Yero-to oXxuaas v uuia, ondatb no-
OblfT B KOHIOLLHSX M HECKOSbKO pa3 BbIMMsHYN Ha ynuuy,
TOYHO NMpPasgHUK OOSMKEH BbIn NPUUTM MMEHHO OoTTyaa. U
A0 MO34HEeN HOoYM OH XOo4us No AOMY M NO ABOPY U BCEM
MeLlarn, u BCex Morya cnpaluvBan: CKOpO N, HaKoHeL,
nNpPUAET OH, BaLl NpasgHuK?
B cy660Ty oHEM maTb cKkasana emy:



— lNMpuexan TBOM MepkynoB, cenyac Buaenun ero Ha
MockoBckoun. Obellan Be4epom NpunTu.

KauepuH BCMbIXHYN U yrbIGHYCA.

— W a paga, —oTBeTUNa Ha ero ynbibky MaTtb. — CkyyaTb
N MeLwaTbcsa He OyaeLub.

Bce kpyrom ctano tenepb ACHO 1 NOHATHO Ans Kave-
pWvHAa, N OH TEPNENMBO CTasn OXMAaTb, 3HasA, KOro OH Te-
nepb xaet: Mepkynosa. OH gyman o TOM, 4TO OH Oyaet
pacckasbiBaTb CBOEMY APYrY, U eMY YyaUIOCh, YTO Of4HO-
ro NPOCTOro pacckasa 4OCTaTOYHO A TOro, YTobbl pac-
nyTaTb U paspeLunTb y3er, B KOTOPbIN 3aBsA3anacb ero
XMN3Hb M KOTOPbIA MUHYTY Ha3ag NpeacTaBnsanca Hepas-
pewunmMbiM. I OH caenan npuroToBreHus Ang npvema
MepkyrnoBa: nobbin Yepes [awly OyTbIfKy KpaCHOro BUHa
1 4,BE PIOMKW 1 BCE 3TO NOCTaBWUIT HA OKHE B CBOEN KOMHa-
Te. B 3Ty MMHYTY OH 3a0bis1, YTO OOHUM M3 NMOPOKOB, BHY-
LIaBLLMX eMy OoTBpaLLeHune kK cebe, bbina npnobpeteHHas
B 3TOM roZly NpuBbIYKa K BUHY.

Hactynan Beyep, 1 60nbLUON 4OM Ha4yan ycrnokavmeaTtb-
ca. Pexxe xnonana gBepb U3 KyXHW, U YMOSKIN B AO€ET-
CKOWN BOPYMMBbIE 3BYKN HAHBbKUHbBIX HOTaUMA N 3BOHKUE
ronoca geten. KayepuH npoLuencst N0 YMCTbiM U TOpXxXe-
CTBEHHO-MONMYanuBbIM KOMHaTaM, CyMepPEYHO OCBELLEH-
HbIM B3AparvBapoLlLmMm orHem namnag. benble kucenHole
3aHaBeCW y OKOH Takxe, Kasanocb, B3gparnsanu, u bbl-
No BCE HEMHOrO M CTpaLUHO U Becerno, NosIHO TUXOro u



CBETNOro OXMAaHUSA, — Tak, Kak U, AOMMKHO ObITb B TaKOM
OOMbLION U XOPOLLWIA NPa3aHNK.

Cenvac npugetr MepkynoB. YTto-HMbyab 3agepxano
ero. Tuxo 6bIno Ha gBope n B cafy, Kyaa npowencsa Ka-
YepuH. B KOHIOLWHE rpOMKO CTYKHYI1a KONbITOM Jiowwagb, U
OH B3[POrHyI OT 3TOro 3ByKa v nogyman: cemnyac npuget
MepkynoB. Y packpbITblX ABepen capas ropen poHapsb,
n Kyyep EBMeH masan 4yem-To CBOM carnoru.

— CKOpO 1 K yTpeHun, a? — NnackoBO CMPOCUI OH, y3HaB
bGapyyka B CMYTHO TEMHEBLUEN TOHEHbKOW durypke, u
nobpoaywHo noamurHyn: — A [lawky ¢ Kynudamm yxe
ycnanu!

OH 3Han o n6eu KadyepuHa k [Jawe, kak 3Hanm ato u
BCe B JOMe, KpOMe poauTenen, n NoKpoOBUTENbCTBOBAIT
en.

Moyemy xe He naet Mepkynos?

Euwe pa3s KauyepuH npoLuencs no BCEM MecTam, rae oH
y>xe Obln B 9TOT Beyep, U, CTblASACb caMoro cebs, oTnpa-
BUncs K kanutke. OH Obln yBepeH, YTo, Korga OTKpoeT
ee 1 BbIMAHET Ha ynuuy, yBnauT nogxoasduiero Mepky-
noBa u ycrbIWnT ero Munbin ronoc: «3gpascteyu, Konaly»
OcTopoXxHO, MeanieHHO KavyepuH OTKPbIT CKPUMHYBLUYHO
KasnuTKy, BbIFMSAHYI, NOTOM BbILLES Ha yNuLy 1 cen Ha Xo-
NogHble CTYNEeHN KaMeHHOro Kpbinbua. bes3ntogHo n Tnxo
6b1n10 Ha ynuue. M3ganeka nocnbiwancsa 3ByK aKuMnaxa,
n KavyepuH npunogHsancs. bnwke. Bcemu csonmun xenes-



HbIMK YacTaMn 3abpeH4dana pasbuTtas nponetka, n yxe
Nno ogHOMY 3BYKY OH Jorajaricsi, 4To 9TO BO3BpaLlasncs
oauvH, 6e3 cefqoka, 3ano3gaBLumnm n3Bo34vmK. CriblLWLHO CTa-
no, Kak yxalT Kofneca B NpOMbITbIX BO4OW KONgodbuHax
A0POrn 1 pacnieckmBaeTcs Nog KonbiTaMm XXnakas rpsisb
— 1 BHOBb HacTarna rnybokas TULKWHa anpenbCcKon TeMm-
Hown Houn. [lonro ewe cnaen KayepuH n MHoro pas obma-
HbIBarncs, gymasi, 4To BOT HakoHel naet Mepkynos.

He npuwen Mepkynos.

CnoBamu He mMor onpeaennTb KayepuH Toro 4yBcTBa,
KOTOpOE OXBaTWUIIO €ro, Koraa OH, HaxonogasLNNes, Bep-
HYIICS B CBOO YNCTYIO U CBETNYIO KOMHaTY. OH 3abixancs
OT rHEBa, TOCKM U Crnes3, KOMKOM cobpaBLUMXCS B ropre.
OH MbICNEHHO NPOM3HOCUIT YNPEKN, KOTOPbIE OH caenan
Obl Tenepb, ecnu 6bl Npuwen Mepkynos, HO OHU He CKna-
AblBanucb B hpasbl 1 nepexoaunn B AUKUA U HEOCMbIC-
NEHHbIN KPUK:

— MNoaneu! MNoaneu!

PasBe cTtont nocne aToro xutb? [Nonroga He BMaanuch
OHW; Nonroga AHEM M HOYbKO Aymar OH O TOW MUHYTE, KO-
roa yBMOUT CBOErO Apyra M BCE pacCKaXKeT eMy: Kak Ta-
Xeno N MyYnTenbHO XWUTb, KOrda HET CMbICIa B XXU3HMU,
Kora HeT OyLwmn Kpyrom, ¢ KOTOporM MOXHO Oblno Obl No-
AennTbCA cBOUM ropem. Nonroga He BUAENUCH — U OH He
MOT NMPUATKN 1 OCTancs ¢ ApyrMMmm nNoLWbIMN NoAbMK, KO-
TOpble UHTEPECHbI emy, Aoporn n munbl! 1 KavepuHy ka-



XETCH, YTO BCE CTPACTHOE OXMAAHWe, KOTopoe TaK Aos-
ro TOMUIO ero, KOTopoe OH BUAEN Ha4YepTaHHbIM Ha BCEX
nuuax un Bewax, oTHocunock kK ogHomy Mepkynoy. OguH
OH, N TOSNbKO OH, HEeC C cOBOM OTBET Ha BCE MyYUTENbHbIE
BOMpOCbI 1 0beLLan CBET 1 pagocCTb 1 ycnokoeHue. O, ec-
nn 661 oH npuwen!

MNogneuy!

KauepuH ctaBuT Ha cTon ByTbINIKY C KpaCHbIM BUHOM U
ABE PIOMKUN U C UCKAXXEHHOWN YCMELLIKON CMOTPUT Ha HUX.
3 Ton ptoMKM JormkeH Obin NNTb OH. YCMexadach U Kadas
ronoson, KadyepnH HanueaeT obe proMku, 6epeT cBOlLo,
YOKaETCS U NbET.

— 3a... TBoe 340poBbe! — rOBOPUT OH BCITyX U HE 3amMe-
YyaeT aToro.

CMOTpK Xe Tbl, OCTaBLUMACS C MOLUSbIMM NIOAbMWN, Kak
rMBHET TBOW ApYr, KOTOPLIN Tak NMobut Tedbs. CmoTpu, Kak
B OOWHOYKY, Nepen TeHbI0 ObIBLLEr0, HANMBAETCH OH M Na-
AaeT Bce HkKe N Hmke. CTOUT NN XKUTb, KOrga Tak Hu-
YTOXHbI U noanbl noan? CTouT N gymatb o cebe, 0 CBO-
€M OOCTOMHCTBE UM XW3HW, Korga NoXb U oOMaH uapsaT
Hag Mmpom? MycTb rmbHeT BCe!

Yxe uenbix ABe proMKM Bbinuil KayepuH n He nodyB-
ctBoBan xmens. OH xoaun No KOMHaTe, caguncs n BHOBb
XOAWI, U XBaTancs pykamu 3a rpyab v ronosy. Emy vyau-
NOCb, YTO cenyac B HUX pa3opBETCS YTO-TO M KPOBb MOTe-
YeT 13 rnas, BMecTo becuBeTHbIX cnes. /I To npoknmHan



OH, TO MOMnW, TO O MecTu Aymar, TO O CMepTu, U yBepeH
OblS1, YTO HUKTO Ha CBETE He Tepnest Takux My4YeHUn, Kak
OH, U HW K KOMY He Oblna Tak 6e3)anocTHa XXW3Hb U NI0AMW.
W korga oH BCNoMMHanN o CBETIIbIX MUHYTaxX OXMOaHUA U
O TOM, KaK [OMro v Teprenmeo OH Xaar, eMy XOTernocb
HaHecTu cebe camoe TshXKenoe 1 No3opHoe ockopbreHme.

B ABepsax kKOMHATbl NOCAbILWANCS CTYK.

— Kons, a Tbl pasee B LLEPKOBb HE MNOMAELLb? — CNPOCUI
rornoc matepwu.

KavepuH nocneLwHo cxsatun ByTbINIKY C BUHOM U PHOM-
KM 1 Ha UbINOYKax OTHEC UX K OKHY. [1OTOM, YCUNEHHO CTYy-
Yya Horamu, NogoLlen K ABepu 1 OTKPbIN ee.

— A MepkynoB-TO TBOW He npuLlen, — ckasana martb,
ornagbiBas KOMHaTy. — A gymana, Tbl C HAM CUOULLb.

— BeposiTHO, 3agepxan Kto-Hmbyab, — oTBevan Kave-
PUH paBHOOYLLHO 1 6€33ab0THO.

— [omkHo ObITb. Y HEero Tak MHOro 3HakoMbIX. A Mbl C
OTLOM ye3XaeM.

MaTb ewe pas ornggena KomHarty, u KayepuHy noka-
3anocb, 4TO OHa 0COBEeHHO JOMNTo CMOTpPErNa Ha 3aHaBecu
OKHa, 3a KOTopbliMY CcTOsiNa ByThbifKa, 1 BbILLNA.

KayepunH 4yyBCTBOBaAs, YTO B XXMU3HU L9 HEro BCE YXe
KOH4YMNocb U Tenepb 6e3pasnnuyHo, OCTaHEeTCA N OH A0-
Ma 1 NONAET B LepKoBb. N eMy 3axoTenock NONTH, YTo-
Obl yBMOETb, Kak Becernbl U cHacTNUBbI BCE MOAN U Kak
Hec4acTnMB TOMNbKO OH 0AnH. OH HapOYHO ByaeT cMesATb-



CA W WYTUTb, N HUKTO HE AOoragaeTcs, YTo 3TOT HOoLWa,
Takon MOMOAOW, TakoM XOPOLUMA N Becesbin, AyMaeT O
CMEpPTM N TONbKO OAHON ee XaxaeT. B 3epkano B3rnsaHy-
N Ha Hero Bonblune rnasa ¢ TeMHbIMKU Kpyramu 1 bneg-
Hoe, cTpaganbvyeckoe nuuo. KayepuH Haxmypun 6poBu,
NOTOM roOpbKO YNbIGHYNCA 1 nogymar, YTo OH cenyac pu-
cyeTcsi.

— W nycTb pucytoch. Beab A Herogam, — ¢ yCMeLLKOW
nepenepHyn oH nreyamu.

CoBceM 6nn3ok 6bIn NpasgHuK, 60MbLWwon 1 3aragod-
HbIM, 1 KayepnH cHOBa owlyTun 3amMuparoliee YyBCTBO
oXuaaHus, korga sblwen ns gomy. OToBCOAY B LEPKOBb
LU Noaun, U TonoT 6eCcYNCneHHbIX HOr OTaaBarcs B Tu-
XOW ynuue, 1 Kasanocb, 4TO YMepsiM BCce OCTarlbHble 3BY-
Kn. MegneHHoO 1 rpy3Ho LWMypbIranyM Horamu ctapyxu, u
NPUOCTaHaBNMBaNuCb, U B3ablxann; 4acTbiM, MENKUM TO-
NoTOM OTAaBanacb noxogka OETEW, U TBEPOO N POBHO
CTyyanu No KaMHsIM HOrn B3pochbiX. 1 HeOBbIKHOBEHHAS
NOCMELLHOCTb YyBCTBOBAsaCb B CTPEMUTENTbHOM ABWXe-
HUW TONMbI BNepes, K Y4emMy-To HEM3BECTHOMY, HO pagoCT-
HoMy. [laxke pa3roBOpPOB CIbILWHO HE BbINO, TOYHO NOaK
BosnNUCb NOTEPATb XOTb OAHY MUHYTY U ono3aaTb, U Ka-
YepuH HEBOSMbHO YCKOPWA wWwarun, n 4yem 6onbie o6roHan
APYrnx, TEM CUNbHEE TOPOMUIICS.

Ho BOT u rumHasmns. B 6onbLuon 3ane, B KOTOPOW rMMm-
Ha3UCTbI rynsanu Bo BpeMsl NepemMeH 1 CBODOAHbIX ypo-



KOB, psiAamMu CTOANM KYNn4n, N OKONO Kaxgoro Gbina 3a-
XokeHHasa cesedva. OTcioga He BbINo CribIWHO LepKOBHOM
cny>x0bl, HO NpUcIyra, CTosABLUAs y KyNIM4en, Kpectunach.
Mo Kopugopam asuranach rycras u nectpas tonna rum-
Ha3UCTOB B MyHAMpax 1 b6apbleHb B GenbiX U LBETHbIX
nnaTbsX, N Tak CTPAHHO BbINO BUAETb 9TUX YyXUX, Bece-
nNbiX, OONTNMBLIX NOAEN B KOPMAOPaX, rae paHbLue 6bi1o
BCE TaK CTPOro U YMHHO, U XOAWUNWN y4uTens Bo (ppakax
N C XXypHanamu. M Bce rynsiBLUne CMeAnncb M roBOPUInu,
N Ha BCEX Nvuax cusna pagocTb — No-BUANMOMY, Npasa-
HUK ONS HUX yxe HacTynun. Kak 6yarto yxe crnyvmnocb
YTO-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO PagOCTHOE, UMM OHO NPOUCXoAUT
cenyac, un nogu npucmatpueatoTcs. Boicokas nnoTtuHa,
3a KoTopon ntogu konunu gna cebst Becenbe, 0OCTaBasiCb
B OXngaHum ero B obmMeneBLLEM PYCIIe XXU3HU, Ka3arnoch,
aana yxe TpewmHbl U C MUHYTbl HA MUHYTY rOTOBUACh
PyXHyTb. KayepuH 4yBCTBOBas, Kak BCE Bbille M BbILLE
NogHMMAlOTCA BOKPYr HEro BOSHbI CBETNOW pagocTu, u
noan 3axnebbiBatoTca B HUX. OH npucnyLumBarncs K pas-
roBopam; OH BrigabiBarncs B nuua n gonpalumsan CMeto-
LMecs rnasa — 1 6b1510 BO BCEX HMX YTO-TO HOBOE, HE3Ha-
KomMmoe un vyxgoe. CTapble 3HaKOMble MOLUOCTU 3ByYanmu
CTPaHHbLIM BeCenbeM 1 gaxe Kak dyato 6bl ymom. Jlroau
BCTpeYanuchb, ynblbanuce, roBOPUnn: «34paBCTBYNTE, U
OHO 3BYy4aro Kak nouenyu. [pu TensiomMm CUAHUM cBeYen,
NUBLLEMCS U CBEPXY, U CHU3Y, N C BOKOB, pasrnaxusa-



NICb MOPLUMHBI Ha NNLAx, U OHN CTAaHOBUSTUCb Hey3Ha-
BaeMbIiMU, U B rrnasax bnecren HOBbIN OFOHEK: TO i1 OT-
brneck cseyen, TO N1 BHYTPEHHeEro ceeta. Bce Bbiwe u
BblLLE NOAHNMANNCb BOSHbI BYPHOro 1 rPOMKOro BECENbS
N CMblKanucb Hag ronioBon KavepuHa, HO HM OAdHa Kan-
NS ero He BXoauna B €ro rpyab U He oceexana nepecox-
Lne ot xaxabl ycta. U kak Toraga, B knacce, Ha mur nec-
HYfO0 CO3HaHMe OAMHOYECTBA U KakK MOSTHMEN OCBETUNO
YepHyo NponacTb, OTAENSABLUYIO €ro, 3TOr0 YHbINO 6yX-
AaroLlero no Kopugopam venoseka, oT BCEro mmpa u ot
noaen.

— lNpas3gHuK... Kak cTpallHo 9T0 — Npas3gHuk, — wer-
Tan KayepunH, CTOPOHSACH OT TOSTKaBLUMX ero Becersibix, 40-
BOSbHbIX NOAEN, KOTOPbIe TakK JTacKOBO IMsAeny Ha Hero
N Tak ganeko Obinu oT Hero ceBommu gywamu. U ¢ yxa-
COM, KOTOPbI Tak nerko coobuianca ero ymy, KayuepuH c
nopasmnTenbHOM ACHOCTbLIO NpeacTaBuIica camomy cebe B
BUAE Kakoro-To oTBepxeHua, KanHa, Ha KOTOPOM NeXnT
neyatb NPOKNATUSA. BeCb MNP XXMBbLIX NIOAEN N HEXMBBIX
npeaMeToB roBOpuIT Ha OOHOM BECESTOM, 3BY4YHOM A3bIKE.
KayepuH oguH He noHMman 3Toro A3blka M Myyurncs oT
ANKOro CO3HaHMS oguHOYecTBa.

N KavepuH ywien mn3 ceBepKkarwLlero OrHAMu 3gaHus
rMMHasum1, 1ua Nokon B TEMHbIX ynuuax. Ho, Kyaa Hu
Len OH, Be3e BCTpeyanu ero cnsarLwme Lepkeu, 1 oKo-
N0 HUX LWYMHO TOSNUACS Hapop, a B CTEKSIa OKOH OH BU-



Aen Mmonogble 1 ctapble nuua 6e3 MopLiMH, 1 ronoBssbl,
MeAJSIEHHO CKITOHSABLUMECS NOCIIE KPECTHOro 3HaMEHMUS!.
Hn 3Byka He AOHOCUIIOCL M3-3a TONCTbIX CTEKOS, N 3Ta
HeMas BepeHuua CBETNbIX Nuu, TpeneTaBlnX Nog Ha-
NNbIBOM OL4HOrO M TOrO e rmyboKoro GraXkeHHOoro 4yB-
cTBa eguMHeHns mexay cobon n borom, HaBoguna cTpax
Ha MOogoro oTBepXKeHua. Tak nepexoansn OH OT O4HOW
LepKBU K OPYron, 1 BClOAy 3arnsgbiBan B OKHa U BUAOEN
OOHM U T€ XE€ MEPHO CKIMOHABLUMECH roNoBbI M 6e33BY4YHO
wenyuyLwme rybol. N Bce cTpallHee n cTpallHee CTaHOBU-
nocb KauepuHy. EMy 4yamnock, YTo 9TO BCe ogHa U Ta Xe
LepKOBb C OOHUMW N TEMW Xe NoabMUM BblpacTaeT Y Hero
nepeg rnasamum u 3aropaxmBaet LOPOry, N TPEMUT BCEMMU
CBOVIMM rOpsILLMMM OKHaMMK, BCEMWN CBOMMMU KOSTOKONaMu,
rPO3HbLIMWU, MOTYYUMMU:

— Mpoknareim! MNMpoknartein!

W korga KayepuH BcnomuHan cBoe HegaBHee rope oT
Henpuxoga n naMeHol Mepkyrnosa, OH NOHUMAar, Kak OHO
HUYTOXHO 1 cnabo nepen 3TMM CTPaxoM OAUMHOYECTBaA U
3abpoleHHOCTH, oxBaTuBLIMM ero ayuwly. U ewe b6onee
3arafOMHbIM M CTpaLUHbIM CTAHOBUICS NpPa3fHuK, KOTO-
PbIl OH HaKoHeL, BUAen BCHOAY M KOTOPOro He 4yBCTBO-
Ban 1M He noHumarsn. CMOsK rpo3HO-BeCENbIN roBOp KO-
NOKOMOB, C CaMblX OTAANEHHbIX KOHLOB TEMHOMO ropo-
Aa MocCbiNaBlINX eMy MPOKMAATUE U HAcMeLlKy, n Kaye-
PUH COBEPLUEHHO MaLUMHAanNbHO 3a TOSMNOW MeLLaH nones



Ha KaKyl-TO KOMNOKOSTbHI0. HenpornagHbii Mpak oxBaTusl
ero Ha nepexogax KpyTbIX W y3eHbKUX NecTHuU. Bnepe-
AN CKpUNenu CTyneHn nopg TshKenbIMU waramm nayLmx,
n KayepuH, ogHOWN pyKou epKachb 3a CKOSb3kue nepuna,
ApYryto npotarnsasn Bnepes v gyman, Kak rnyxo 3gecb v
TanHCTBEHHO U HEMOXOXE Ha TO, YTO Hedarneko BHU3Y MO-
NnUTCA ThiCAYHAsA TOrMNa 1 NOKT CBALEHHMKN 1 NEBYME.

Ho BOT ronoBy ero oxBaTusi0 HEXHbIM XONOOKOM Be-
CEHHEN HOuYK, N Bo3ne cebs OH yBuaen mMeaHble, Mof-
YanuBo OTAbIXaBLUME YyOOBULLA, @ BHU3Y KpPbILN JOMOB,
nrockue, Kak dyaTto nexaiune Ha MoctoBon. Ha xenes-
HbIX OTKOCax ropenu nroLwkun, 1 nriams ot putunen cru-
6Ganocb OT HECMbILHOrO, TOMbKO UMW OLLYTUMOrO BETEpP-
Ka. N Kyoa HM xBaTan B30p, BCOAY OH BUAEN Takue xe
MUWPHO MOSYalLne KONMOKOSTIbHM M OFOHbKM MNOLIEK, B30-
OpaBLUMXCA TaK BbICOKO, Kak 3Be3abl. M 3nech Obin npasa-
HWK, HO PYron, YeM BHU3Y — KPOTKNIN, TOPXXECTBEHHbLIN U
HEeXHbIN, Kak nacka BeceHHero Bosayxa. OH He my4unn Ka-
YyepuHa, He ApasHu ero CBOUM SIPKUM 6reckom u Lym-
HbIM BECenbeM, a BXOAMWI B €ro rpyab, JTACKOBbIN N TUXUMA,
N YTO-TO Tennoe nepenmeanocb B cepgue. W koraa Ka-
YepuH NPUKOCHYICS PYKOW K XONOAHOMY Kpatko KOSIoKona,
ronoc KOTOPOro TakMm CTpaLUHbIM M XXECTOKUM Kasarics
CHU3Y, OH 3BEHEeN TUXO N HEMHOMO FPYCTHO. TOYHO U ero
MELHYIO rpyab yToMunm OypHble 3BYKU IPOMKOrO NIMKOBA-
HUA.



3aQyMumMBbIN N CMSArYeHHbIN, KayepurH cnycTunca ¢ Ko-
NOKOSbHM 1 BOLLES BHYTPb LIEPKBU, KOTOpas ctana énms-
KO eMy M OOPOron, Tak Kak ogHa OHa M3 BCEX LepKBen
TaK APYXECKN M XOpOoLLo BCTpeTuna ero. BeposTHo, TO
Obin 6egHbIM NpUxoa, UNu BCce XOpoLLo oaeTblie, boraTble
noan cToanu énvxke K antapto 1 K bory, kak gymanu oHu,
TONbKO B TECHOM TOSMNe MOoNsALWMXcs He BbIno pasgpaxa-
OLLEN NECTPOTbI U APKOCTM NPa3aHUYHbBIX OAEXA, U NULLb
Ha nNuuax X CBETMbIN NPa3AHUK, TAKOMW XKe KPOTKUN U TK-
XU, Kak n HaBepxy. [Npobnpasdcb OCTOPOXHO K CTEHe,
KauepuH yBnaen gesyLlKy ero feT, B KopuyHeBOM ¢hop-
MEHHOM nfiaTbe M’MMHa3UCTKN, N OCTAHOBUICA HEMHOIO
c3agn Hee. OHa OoONro He 3amedvana ero npuctanbHOro
B3rnsga, Ho NoToM obepHynacb U KMBHyMa rosioBoun, Tak
Kak OHW ObIfnn 3HaAKOMbI, 1 yrblGHyNacb 1ackoBo U Npu-
BETNMBO. HN cmyLLeHns, HM NoBOoNbITCTBA HE NpoYes OH
BO B30pE €€ ACHbIX a3, 1 ynblbka ee 6binia Tak npocTa,
AoBepyvmnBa 1 Muna, Kak Mmno 1 NpocTo 6bIno Bce ee Mo-
nopgoe, Kpacmeoe nnuo. [JoBepymBOCTb M NPOCTOTA YnTa-
NUCb B MeASIEHHOM NOAHATUM IYCTbIX PECHML, B NpO3pay-
HOWM N YMCTOWM Kpacke ek, a 0COBEHHO rOBOPUIN O HUX,
Kasanocb KayepuHy, npocTeHbKME U HAUBHO-MUMblE KO-
NEYKN TEMHbIX BONOC, NOAHMUMAaBLUMXCA OT 6enown wen. A
Kak 6yaTo Tak M HYXXHO BbISIO CryYMUTbCS, Kak OHO CIy4u-
nocb: YTOObLI OH MpuLLIEN cloga U cTan 34ecb BO3re Hee,
N MHaye He Morno ObITb. KTO-TO B3AoxHyN c3aan Kave-



puHa rny6oKo 1 NPOAOIMKUTENBHO, YEN-TO MOMUTBEHHbIN
LUEenoT NPOHMKan B €ro yxo, a OH CMOTPEN Ha 305104€EHbIN
MKOHOCTaC, 3a4epPHYTbIN CUHMMK Knybamu ObiMa N TYCK-
NO CBEpPKaBLUMKA, N HA MUMble KOMEYKN BOSioc, N Ha be-
NYI0 HEXHYIO PYKY, HEMOABWKHO AepXKaBLUYHO CBeYY, U He
NOHMMar, 4YTo Takoe Xryyee nogHMmaeTcs B HeM. Ybs-
TO pyKa OCTOPOXXHO KOCHYIacb €ro nre4ya u npoTsHynacbh
Bnepen ¢ 6eneHbkon CBEYKOW, 0OBUTOM TOHEHBLKOW MO-
NOCKOW 3oroTa.

— Cnacutento! — TUXO LWenHyn He3HaKkoMbIN rofnoc.

KauepuH Tak >xe OCTOPOXXHO KOCHYIICS nieya AeBYLLKN
N WENHyI, NpoTArMBasa ceevy:

— Cnacurento!

OHa He paccrblwana, Tak Kak ronoc ero obin rmyx u
npepbiBancs, BONPOCUTENbHO-ITACKOBO NoAHsNa rycrble
pecHuubl 1 Bnmke HaknoHuna yxo. U Tak MHoro 6bino
TporatenbHON JOBEPYMBOCTUN B 3TOM NMPOCTOM ABUXEHUMU,
N C TaKOW HEMOCTUXMMOW, YyOAHOW CUNOW OHO paspyLuu-
N0 CTEHY, 3a KOTOPOW, YyXXaas MUpY U NIOASAM, MyYnTeNb-
HO cogporanacb ofgvHoOKas aywa. BomHbl OUMBHOMO Be-
cenbs, Npo3payHble, CBETIble, NOAXBATUIN €e N MOHeC-
nn, cHacTnmnByHO B cBoen becnomMmollHocTu. [Nepenas cee-
4y gpoxawien pykoun, KadepuH ynan Ha KOfeHun — n Mump
yTpaTtun Ans Hero cBoK peanbHOoCTb. OH He NoHuman,
rae OH HaxoguTCsl, KTO CTOUT BO3S1e HEro, U YTO MNOLOT rae-
TO TaMm, N OTKyAa NbeTCcH Ha Hero Tak MHoro ceeta. OH He



3Harn, 0 YeM nna4vyeT OH TakKMMU FOPbKUMW U TAKMMU CHacCT-
NUBBLIMU Crne3amu, N CTbIANMBO CKpbiBas UX, NO-4ETCKU
3aKpbiBasi MMLO pykaMn. Tak XOpOoLUO U YIOTHO BbIfo emy
BHU3Y, Y NIOACKMX HOT, 3aKPbITOMY CO BCEX CTOPOH. B ognH
MOIy4YMM U CTPOMHBIN akKopg, CrMNocb BCe, YTO BUOENN
ero rnasa, owylwiana gywa: v oHa, 3Ta AeBYyLUKa, Takas
MUNasi N YMcTas, K KOTOPOM CTPALLUHO KOCHYTbCSl, Kak K
CBATbIHE, U XXrydad neyanbs o cebe, NOPOYHOM U ragKoMm, U
cTpacTHas, paspblBatoLLasa cepgue monbba o HOBOW, Yn-
CTOW 1 CBETMON XM3HWN. He BbINno pagoctn B 3TOM ANBHOM
necHe npobyauBLIEenCcs ayLwu, HO BCKO pafoCTb, Kakas cy-
LecTtByeT B 6€CKOHEYHOM MUpe, MOXHO BbIfno oTaaTh 3a
OLVIH ee 3BYK, YACTbIN 1 nevanbHbin. W nnakan KavyepwuH,
N Kaxgas gpoxkallasi cresa rpaHuna YMcTyo nedvans, u
cBepkarna oHa B aylle, Kak gparoueHHbln anmas. C 6053-
NMBON HEXHOCTbLIO KavepuH npuxancs rybamm K kopuy-
HEeBOMY NS1aTbiO, U TOHEHbKAs NOIOCKa ero, cxxaras Mex-
Ay ero rydbamm 1 OCTOPOXXHOM PYyKOW, He Bbina rpybbiM m
NbISIbHBIM KYCKOM AelleBOon maTtepuu, a bbina oHa Tem
YUCTbIM, TEM CBETMIbIM, pagn KOTOPOro TOMbKO U CTOUT
XWUTb Ha CBeTE.
HacTtynun npasgHuk n ans KavepuHa.
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