


CtedraH Lienr

Ctpax

Korga cdpay MpeHa Bblilwna n3 KkBapTupbl CBOEro Bo3ntobrIeHHOro 1 Havana crnyckaTbcs no
NEeCTHULE, ee OXBaTUI yXKe 3HAKOMbIN BGeCccMbICneHHbIN cTpax. [Nepen rmasamm 3amenskanm
YepHble KpYrn, KONeHn BApYr TOYHO OKOYEHEeNW, nepectanu crnbaTbCa, 1 en NpULNoCh YXBaTUTbCA
3a nepwuna, 4tobbl He ynacTb. He BnepBble OTBaXKMBanacb OHa Ha 3TO PUCKOBAHHOE NPUKIIOYEHNME,
N Takas BHe3anHas ApoXb ToXe Oblina e He B HOBUHKY, HO BCSAKMI pa3, BO3BpaLLlasCb AOMOWN, OHa
He morna cosnagaTtb ¢ 6eCnpMYMHHBIM NPUCTYNOM FAyNoro U CMELIHOro cTpaxa. Miaa Ha ceuaaHue,
OHa He MCNbITbIBana HUYEro NoXoXero. JKMMNax oHa oTnyckana 3a yrnom, TOponavmeo, He rmsaasa no
CTOpOHaM, Npoxoauna HeCKOSbKO LWaroB Ao noabe3aa, B3derana no necrHvue, 1 Nnepsebin Npunue
cTpaxa, K KOTOpoMy NpPUMELLIMBAnoch U HeTeprneHne, pacTBOPSIICA B XXapKOM MPMBETCTBEHHOM
006bATMK. HO korga oHa cobupanacb 4OMOW, APOXb MHOTO, HEOHBACHMMOrO YXXaca NogHMManach B
Hen, NnLb CMYTHO COYeTasiCb C YyBCTBOM BUHbI U HEMEMbIM onaceHnem, 6yaTo Kaxabli NPOXOXUN
Ha ynuue C 0gHOro B3rnsiga yragaeT, OTKy4da OHa MAEeT, U Aep3KO YXMbINTbHETCA Npy Bue ee
pacTepsiHHOCTU. YXe nocrneaHne MMHyTbl 61M30cTr Bbinn oTpaBneHbl HapacTalLen TPEBOrom; oHa
Toponunach YUTW, OT CMELLKN Y HEE TPACIUCb PYKKU, OHa HE BHMKaNa B CrioBa BO3nobeHHOro,
HeTepnenuBo npecekana npowanbHble BCMbILWKN CTPACTU, BCE B HEW YXXe PBarocb NpoYb, Npoyb 13
€ro KBapTupbl, U3 ero Aoma, OT 3TOro NOXOXAEeHUs!, 06paTHO B CBOM CMOKOWMHbIN, YCTOSABLUMIACA
MUPOK. He noHMMas OT BOSTHEHMS TEX NTACKOBbIX CrOB, KOTOPbIMW BO3MOONEHHbIN cTapancs ee
YCMOKOUTb, OHa Ha CEKYHAY 3amupana 3a cnacuTenbHOW ABEPbIO, MPUCYLINBAACh, HE NOET N
KTO-HMOyab BBEPX UNN BHU3 NO NIECTHULE. A CHapYXK YXXe Kapaynun ctpax, 4Tobbl cenvac xe
HaKMHYTbLCS Ha Hee, BNAacTHOW pyKoW ocTaHaBnuearn bueHne ee cepgua, 1 oHa cryckanach no 3Tou
nosioron nectHuue, easa nepesoas AyxX.

C MMHYTY OHa NpocTosna, 3akpblB rnasa, XXagHo BAbIxas npoxnagy nosyTeMHoro Bectnbronsi.
'ae-To BBepxy xnonHyna asepb. Ppay MipeHa ncnyraHHo BCcTpeneHynack 1 cbexarna ¢ nocnegHux
CTYMNEHEK, a Pykn ee camu cobon eLLe HUXe HaTAHYNM rycTyto Byarnb. Tenepb ocTaBanoch elle
camoe XeCToKoe UcCnblTaHne — He0BX0AUMOCTb BbITU N3 YyxKoro noagvesaa. OHa npurHyna
ronoBy, Kak 0yaTo roToBACH K NPbBKKY € pasbera, U pelunTenbHO yCTpeMunach K NonyoTKPbITOM
ABEpMU.

N TyT OHa NMLIOM K NULY CTONKHYIAch C KaKOM-TO KEHLUWHOW, KOTopasi, O4EeBUAHO, LA B 3TOT AOM.

— lMpocTuTte, — cMyLeHHOo NpoGopMoTarna oHa 1 cobpanacb 06oiTK He3HakoMKy. Ho Ta
3acrnoHuna cobon ABepb 1 ycTaBunack Ha pay MpeHy 3noGHbIM 1 HarnbIM B3rnsiA0M.

— BoT 4 Bac 1 Hakpbina! — cpaay e 3aopana oHa rpybbim roniocom. — Hy, ACHO, 13 nopsao4HbIx!
Y Hee 1 MyX ecTb, U AEHbIN, N BCEro BOOBOSb. Tak HET, el ewe NoHagobunocb CMaHnTb
noboBHUKa Yy 6eaHON OEBYLUKW. ..

— Pagwn 6ora... 4to BbI?.. Bbl owmbaetechb, — nenetana gpay VipeHa n caenana HenoBKyro
NOMbITKY NPOCKOMb3HYTb MUMO, HO XEHLMHa BCEN CBOEN rPOMO3AKOM (OUrypon 3aropoausia npoxon
N NPOH3UTENBHO 3aBepeLyana:

— Kak xe, owmbatocs... HeT, g Bac 3Hat. Bbl OT Moero apyxka, ot dayapaa ngete. HakoHeu-T1o s
BaC 3acTykarna; Tenepb MOHATHO, NOYEMY ANSA MEHS Y HEero BpeMeHu HeT. M3-3a Bac, nognsiHka Bbl
aTakas.

— Papgu 6ora, He KpnunTe Tak, — ene CnbllWHO BbliaaBuna ua ceba gppay NpeHa n HEBONbLHO
OTCTynuna Hasag, B BeCTUOIoMb. JKeHLHa HacMeLnmnMBo CMOTpera Ha Hee. JTOT TpeneT U yxac,
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aTa iBHasa 6ecnoMoLHOCTb BbINKn ein, BUANMO, NPUATHBI, NOTOMY YTO TeMNepb OHa pasrnaabisana
CBOIO XepTBY C CaMOLOBOSIbHOM, TOPXKECTBYIOLLE NPEe3pUTENbHOM yrbiOkon. A B ronoce ot 31n106Horo
yOOBNETBOPEHUS NOSABUMUCE Aaxe hamunbapHo 6naroayLiHble HOTKM.

— BoH oHu kakue, 3aMy>XH1e OaMOoYKu: ropabie Oa 6naropop,Hb|e. Mog Byallblo XOOAT YYyXNX
MYX4UH oTomBaTb. A Kak xe 6e3 ByaJ'II/I? Hapgo e notom pasbirpbiBaTb NOpA4OYHYIO XEHLUNHY.

— Hy, YTO... YTO BaM OT MEHA Hy)KHO? Beab 51 Bac gaxe He 3Halo... nyCTI/ITe...

— Ara, nyctute... [lomon, K cynpyry, B TEMNNYK KOMHaTY... YTo6 pasbirpbiBaTh BaxkHyH BapbiHO K
NMOMbIKaTb MPUCITYroN... A 4TO Mbl TYT C rofioAy noAbixaem, 4O 3Toro 6naropodHbiM JamaMm gena
HeT... OHM y Hac nocrneaHee HOPOBAT YKPacCTb...

I/IpeHa ycunmem BOIn oBllagena cobown, no KaKOMY-TO HaUTUKO CXBaTUITaCb 3a KOLLEJIEK U
BblTallinna oTTyaa BCe 6yma>|<Hb|e aeHbrn. — BorT... BOT... 6ep|/|Te. Tonbko nponycTtuTe MeH4... A
OonbLlle HMKOoraa croga He npuay... gakvo Bam CroBo...

Csupeno 6necHyB rnasamu, XeHLUnHa B3sana AeHbr 1 npy aTom npowwunena: — Ctepsa. — ®Ppay
MpeHa Bcsa B3gporHyna ot Takoro ockopbrneHusi, Ho, yBUAEB, YTO NPOTMBHULLA NOCTOPOHMMIACD,
Bblbexxana Ha ynuuy, He NOMHS ceba 1 3agbixaschb, Kak camoyburua bpocaeTtcsa ¢ 6awHn. B rnasax
y Hee TeMHENO, Nnua NPOX0XNX Ka3anncb en KakumMu-To ypoanmebiMn Mackamu. Ho BOT, HaKkoHel,
oHa gobpanacb 4O HaeEMHOro aBToMobuns, crtoaBLlero Ha yrny, 6e3 cun ynana Ha cugeHue, u
Ccpasy Bce B HeW 3acTbino, 3amepno. Korga e yauereHHbIn Wwodep cnpocusi, HakoHeL, CTPaHHYHo
naccaxupky, Kyaa exaTb, OHa HECKONbKO MFHOBEHUI TyNo CMOTPESa Ha Hero, noka o ee
OLUENOMIIEHHOIO CO3HAaHMSA OO ero criosa.

— Ha KOxHbI BOK3an, — BbIrOBOpUWIa OHa, HO BAPYr Y HEE MeSNbKHYNa MbICfb, YTO Ta TBapb MOXeET
Bpocutbesa en BooroHky. — Ckopee, noxanyncra, ckopee!

TonbKo NO JOpore oHa NoHANa, Kakum NoTpsiceHneM bbina ansa Hee ata BcTpeya. OHa owyTtuna
X004 CBOMX 6E3KM3HEHHO MOBUCLUMX PYK M BAPYT Ha4yana gpoxartb, Kak B 03Ho6e. K ropny
noacTynuna ropeyb, 1 BMECTE C TOLIHOTOW B HEW nogHanack 6esyaepxHasi, crnenas apocTtb, OT
KOTOpPOW BbiIBOpa4MBanocb Bce BHYTpU. EN xoTenock kpuyaTb, MONOTUTL Kynakamu, n3baBnTtbcs oT
y>Kaca 3TOro BOCNOMMHaHMs, 3aCEBLLErNO y HEE B MO3ry, TOYHO 3aH03a, 3abbiTb MEP3KYH POXY C
Harmom yxXmbIfiKON, NPOTUBHYIO BYJIbrapHOCTb, KOTOPOW TaK U pasnsio OT HECBEXEro AblXaHUs
HEe3HaKOMKM, pa3BpaTHbI POT, C HEHABUCTbLHO BbINJIEBbLIBABLLMIA NPSMO €1 B L0 rpybbie croBa,
yrpoxaroLle 3aHeCEeHHbIN Haf, HEWN KpacHbIN Kynak. Bce cunbHee cTaHOBMMNAach TOWHOTA, BCE Bbille
nogkartbiBana K ropny, a B4ob6aBok MalLnHy OT BbICTPOM e34bl LWBbLIPANO BO BCE CTOPOHbI, MipeHa
XoTena yxe ckasaTb wodepy, 4Tobbl OH exan megneHHee, HO BOBPEMS CNoXBaTUach, YTo en
HeueM BygeT 3annaTuTb eMy — BeAb OHa OTAana BbiMoraTenbHuLE BCe KpyrnHble AeHbrin OHa
nocrneLiunna oCTaHOBUTbL MaLLMHY U, K BALLEMY yAMBEHWUIO Wwodepa, Bbilwa Ha nongopore. K
CYacCTblo, AeHer en XxBaTuno. 3aTo OHa OYyTunach B COBEPLLUEHHO HE3HAKOMOM pPanoHe, cpean
AEerioBUTO CHOBABLUMX JIIOAEN, KaXKA0€e CIOBO, Kaxabl B3rNs4 KOTOPbIX NMPUYMHANN €l (OU3NYECKYHO
6onb. [Mpn aTOM HOMM Y Hee BbINK Kak BaTHbIE N He Xenanu ABUratbCs, HO OHa NoOHUMana, YTo Hago
nonacTtb JOMOW, 1, cOBpaB BCIO CBOK BOSIKO, C HEMMOBEPHbBIM HanNpsKeHMeM Talwmnacb U3 ynuubl B
ynuuy, cnoBHo npobupanack no 6onoTty unm rnybokomy cHery. HakoHel, oHa gowuna oo Aomy m
yCTpeMunach BBeEpX Mo NeCTHULE C NMXOPagoYHON NOCMELLHOCTBIO, HO cenyac Xe caepkana cebs,
YTOObI BOSTHEHME €€ He NoKa3anocb NOAO3PUTENbHBIM.

Nwb nocne Toro Kak ropHUYHas CHAMa ¢ Hee NanbTo M OHa yCrbllwana U3 coceqHeil KOMHaTbl
rorfioc CbiHa, UrpaBLLEro ¢ Mraglweli CECTPEHKOM, a YCNOKOEHHbIN B3N ee yBUAOEN KPyrom Bce
CBOE, POAHOE M HAEXHOE, K HEN BEPHYIOCh BHELLHEE caMoobnaaHve, Mexay TeM Kak OTKyA4a-To
13 rnybuHbl elle HakaTbiBany BOMHbI TPEBOM U 6one3HeHHO Gunnck B cTecHeHHow rpyam OHa
CHsiNMa Byarnb, 3acTaBuna cebs npuaaTh Ny BbipaxeHne 6ecneyHocTy 1 BoLUNa B CTOMOBYO, rae
ee MyX, CUAA 332 HaKPbITbIM K YXKUHY CTOIOM, YATan rasery.
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— Mo3gHo, Nno3gHoO, MOW ApYr, — NacKkoBO NOXYPWUI OH XXEHY, NOAHSACS U NOoLEenoBarn ee B LWeKy,
OTYEero B HeW, MOMMMO BOIK, MPOCHYOCH LeMsiLLee YyBCTBO CTbida. OHU cenu 3a CTor, U MyX
paBHOAOYLUHbIM TOHOM, HE OTPbIBAsCb OT raseTbl, cnpocun: — Fae Tbl Obina Tak gonro?

— VY... y AMenuu... e Hago BbINo KOe-4YTO KyNUTb... U S NOLUSa C HeW, — NPOroBopuna oHa n TyT
Xe paccepauvnacbh Ha cebs 3a To, YTO He NoAroTOBMUNACh K OTBETY U Tak Heymero conrana. O6bI4HO
OHa 3apaHee n3obpeTana TWaTenbHO NPOAYMaHHYH NOXb, CMOCOOHYI0 BblaepXaTb Mobyto
NPOBEPKY, HO CErogHs OT CTpaxa Bce no3abbifia u NpuHyXXaeHa bbiria npuberHyTb K Takomn
BGecrnomoLLHOM MMMpoBU3auuKn. A 4TO ecnu MyX, Kak B TOW Nbece, KOTOPYK OHU HeJaBHO BUAENN,
B34yMaeT NO3BOHUTbL NO TenegoHy 1 NpoBepuTsL?

— Y10 c To6on? Thl kKakan-To paccesHHas... OT4Yero Tbl He CHUMELLb LUNAny?

Yxe BO BTOPOM pa3 OHa 0GHapyXmBaeT cerogHsi cBoe BonHeHune! BagporHys, MipeHa Bctana, nowna
B CManbHI0 CHATb WAAMNY 1 4O TeX NOP CMOTpena B 3epkano, noka 6eCnokonHbIN B3rNs4 ee He cTan
CHOBa TBEPAbIM M YBEPEHHbIM. TOSIbKO NOCIe 3TOro OHa BepHynachb B CTOOBYHO.

"OpHUYHas nogana y>KuH, 1 Beyep npoLlers, Kak 00bl4HO, NoXanyn, Monyanmeee, MeHee
OXMBEHHO, YeM 0ObIYHO, BASbIW, CKYAHbIA pas3roBop TO 1 Aeno npepbiBancsa. Mbicnu MpeHsl
HeyCTaHHO BO3BpaLlasnmch K COObITUAM 3TOro AHS, HO BCAKWUM pas, AoMASA A0 PO3HON MUHYTbI
BpaxaebHon BCTpeyu, oTaTbiBanuCb B UCnyre, Torga oHa nogHumarna Barnsag, Ytobbl OwyTUTb
cebs B 6esonacHoOCTU, cpean OpY>KECTBEHHbIX NPeaMeTOB, CBA3AHHbLIX C JOPOrMMM
BOCMOMWHAHUAMMU, HEXHO NpUTparMeanach K HUIM U NOHEMHOrY yCrokamBarnacbh. A CTEHHbIE Yachl,
HEeBO3MYTUMO LIaras B TULLMHE CBOMM CTallbHbIM LLAroM, HesaMeTHO coobLiann n ee cepaLy CBOW
paBHOMEpPHbI, 6ECNEYHO YBEPEHHbBIN PUTM.

Ha cnepytolee yTpo, korga Myx yulern K cebe B KOHTOPY, a AeTN OTNPaBUINCh rynsiTb U OHa
HaKOHeL-TO ocTanacb HaeguHe ¢ coboto, BYepalLHAs BCTpeYa Npu SApKOM yTpeHHeM cBeTe cTana
KasaTbCsa en MeHee ycTpawatowen. MNMpexae Bcero ppay MpeHa paccyavna, 4to Byarb Y Hee O4eHb
ryctas v LWaHTaXnCcTKa HUKaK He Morna pasrnageTb ee nNuuo, a 3Ha4YuT, HY B KOeM Clyyae B ApYyron
pa3s He y3HaeT ee. CNoOKOMHO nNpoaymana oHa, kak obesonacutb cebs Bnpeab. OHa HM 3a 4TO
fonblue He NoMAEeT Ha KBApTUPY K CBOEMY BO3MOBNEHHOMY — TakMm 00pa3om, BO3MOXHOCTb
BTOPWUYHOIO Hackoka oTnageTt cama cobon. OctaeTcs yrposa criydanHOn BCTPEUU, TOXE
ManoBeposATHasi, BeAb OHa yexarna B aBTomoburne, 1, 3HauuT, Ta He Morna BbicreanTb ee. Hu ee
UMS, HW agpec BbIMOraTeNnbHWLE HE U3BECTHbI, a N0 0bLeMy 06Ky TpyaAHO HaBepHSKa y3HaTb
yenoeka. Ho n Ha Takon kparHui cnyvam ppay MpeHa bbina BoopyxeHa. N3b6aBmBLINCL OT TUCKOB
cTpaxa, HMYero He CTOUT, peLunna oHa, AepxaTtb cebsi CNOKONHO, OT BCEro OTNMpaThCs,
HEBO3MYTUMO YTBEPXAATb, YTO 3TO OLIMOKa, BeAb AOKa3aTb, YTO OHa Gbina y Bo3no6neHHoro,
HEeMbICITIMMO MHa4ve, Kak 3aCTUrHYTb ee Ha MecTe NPEeCTYNMEeHns, — 3Ha4YuUT, B Criydae 4ero MOXHo
npvBneYb 3Ty TBapb K OTBETY 3a WaHTax. Hegapom dpay MpeHa Gbina »XeHown 0gHOro 13 camblxX
N3BECTHbIX CTONMNYHbIX a4BOKATOB; N3 ero pa3roBOpoB C KOSfieraMm oHa yCBousa, YTo LaHTax
AOIMKEH ObITb NpeceyYeH HemeaneHHO 1 C NOMHbIM XJTAa4HOKPOBMEM, MOTOMY YTO Manenwee
konebaHune, manenLwmnin NpusHak TPEBOrM CO CTOPOHbBI XXEPTBbI 4AKOT B PYKM MPOTUBHMKA NULLHNIA
KO3bIpb.

[MepBoOn Mepor NpeaoCcTOPOXHOCTM Bblna KopoTKasa 3anncka, B KOTOPOW OHa u3BeLlana noboBHMKa,
YTO HE MOXET NPUNTK B YCIOBIEHHbIN Yac HX 3aBTpa, HM B bnwxkanwune gHn. Ee ropaocTs 6bina
ySi3BIieHa TATOCTHbIM OTKPbITUEM, YTO OHa 3aMeHuNa B MUITOCTAX BO3MOONEHHOro Takyro
HU3MEHHY0, HEJOCTOVHYO CONEPHULLY, N Tenepb, C HEMPUA3HEHHbIM YyBCTBOM noabupas cnosa,
OHa UCNbITbIBaria MCTUTENbHYIO PafoCTb, YTO XONOAHbIV TOH 3aNUCKU CTaBUT UX CBMAAHMUS B
3aBUCMMOCTb OT €€ NPUXoTH.

OTOro MoOMoAoro YenoBeka, NMaHNCTa ¢ UMEHEM, OHa BCTpeTuna Ha Be4depe y KOro-to n3 3HakoOMbIX
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M 04YeHb CKOPO, cama TOro He enasi U He oTAaBas cebe HM B YeM OT4YeTa, cTana ero fitoboBHULEN.
OH B CYLLHOCTM MOYTM HE BOSIHOBAN €€ KPOoBb, Y HEE He ObINo K HEMY HY YyBCTBEHHOIO, HU 0CcOB0ro
AYXOBHOIO TArOTEHUS; OHAa OTAanacb eMy He NMoTOMY, YTO OH Obln HYXXEH, XenaHeH el, a NPoCcTo
13-3a HEAOCTATOYHO PELLUNTENBHOrO CONPOTMBIIEHUS €0 BOSME U eLle U3-3a KaKoro-To 6eCrnokonHOro
nto6onbITcTBa. HUY4TO — HM yO0BNETBOPEHHAS CYNPY>KECKMM CHACTLEM KPOBb, HU CTOSb YacToe Y
YKEHLLMH YyBCTBO yXOBHOIO OCKYyEHMsS1 — He BbI3blBasio y Hee NoTpebHOCTM B NoGOBHUKE; OHA
Oblna BMOMHE cYacTMBa, MMesi COCTOSTENTbHOMO, YMCTBEHHO NMPEBOCXOASLLErO ee MyXa 1 ABOUX
AEeTell; OHa NEeHNBO HeXunacb B CBOEM YIOTHOM, 06ecneyeHHOM, YKpbITOM OT Bypb CyLLEeCTBOBAHMWM.
Ho 6biBaeT B Bo3ayxe Takoe 3aTube, KoTopoe 6yanT YyBCTBEHHOCTb HE MEHbLLIE, YeM ayxoTa U
rpo3bl, Takasi paBHOMeEpPHasi TemrnepaTypa c4acTbsl, KOTOpasi B3BUHYMBAET CUNIbHEE BCAKOrO
HecyacTbsl. CbITOCTb pasgpakaeT Tak Xe, Kak ronof, U OT HafeXHOM, YCTOSIBLUENCS XU3Hu MpeHy
MOTSAHYIO K MPUKIIOYEHUIO.

BoT B Takylo nosiocy nonHoOro AoBOMbCTBA, KOTOPOMY Cama OHa He yMena npuaaTtb HOBble KpacKw,
MOJSIOZ0M MMaHUCT BOLLEN B €€ YpaBHOBELLEHHbIN MUPOK, rae 06bIYHO MY>XYMHbBI NULLb NPECHBIMU
LWYTKaMWN N HEBMHHbIMU NTIOBE3HOCTSAMWN NOYTUTENBHO OTAABany AaHb ee KpacoTe, No-HacTosLwemy
He oLlyLlas B HEN XXEHLUMHbI, U TYT BNepBble C AEBUYECKUX BPEMEH YTO-TO BCKOSbIXHYIOCH B €€
Ayuwe. B Hem camom ee nNpuBRekK, Nnoxanyn, Nuib HaneT nevyanu, nogyepkneasLwmi n 6e3 Toro
HapOYMTY0 TOMHOCTb ero nuua. peHe, npmBbIKLWEN BUAETb KPYTOM TOSbKO AOBOJSIbHbBIX KU3HbIO
nogen, ata nevane roeopuna 06 NHOM, BbICLLEM MUPE, U ee HEBOMBbHO NOTSAHYNO 3a Npeaensl
NoBCEeAHEBHbIX YYBCTB, YTOObI 3arnsiHyTb B 3TOT Mup. lNoxBana, Bbi3BaHHast MUHYTHBIM YMUIEHNEM
OT €ro urpbl, OblTb MOXET YepecUyp ropsidasd C TOYKN 3PEHNSA NPUINYUI, 3acTaBuna CUAEBLUETO Y
pPOSANA My3blKaHTa B3rfsiHYTb HA MOJSTOAYI0, XEHLLMHY, 1 y>Ke B 9TOM NEPBOM B3rnsge 6b1510 YTo-To
3osyulee. OHa ncnyranacb U BMecTe C TeM OLyTuna CnagoCTHYHO XYTb, CONYyTCTBYIOLLYO BCAKOMY
cTpaxy, a ganbHewnwas 6ecena, BCA CITIOBHO NPOHM3aHHAsA 1 onarieHHasi CKPbITbIM NiaMeHeM,
pasoxrna ee n 6e3 Toro HacTopoXeHHoe MbOMbITCTBO, TAK YTO OHA HE YKINOHWUNAacb OT HOBOW
Oecenbl, Korga BCTpeTuniacb C HUM B KoHUepTe. [Janblle OHM cTanu BUAETHCSA YacTo U yXKe He
cnyyanHo. En nbCTuno, 4Yto Ans Hero, HacTosILEero apTMUcTa, OHa Tak MHOMO 3HAYUT Kak
LeHUTenNbHMLA 1 COBETYMLA, B YEM OH HE pa3 yBepsn ee, U BCero Yepes HeCKosibKo Heaenb MX
3HaKOMCTBa OHa OMNPOMETYMBO COrfacunach Ha ero npeanoXxeHne — en, O4HOM en CbirpaTb CBOK
HOBYIO BeLlb Yy cebst Joma; BO3MOXHO, YTO Y HEro ot4acTu n bbinn Takme bnarne HamepeHusi, Ho
OHW MOTOHYNW B NOLENysaX U CTPacTHbIX 06bATUAX. [epBbiM owwyLieHreM MpeHbl nocrne Toro Kak
OHa, HeoXunaaHHo Ansa cebs, otganack emy, bl UCNyr nepea 3TUM NOBOPOTOM B UX OTHOLLEHUSX;
TanHCTBEHHOE OYapoBaHMe pasBessiocb B OAUH MU, U YyBCTBO BUHbI 3a U3MEHY MYXY NULLb
OT4aCTN yMepPSANOCh TLWeCnaBHbIM CO3HaHMEM, YTO OHa, KaK el Kazanock, 406POBOBHO, BNepBble
OTpMHYINa CBOW pecnekTabenbHbI MUPOK.

B nepBble gHKU OHa yxacanacb COGCTBEHHON MOPOYHOCTH, HO Marno-nomany, NOBMHYSICb rofocy
TWecnaBus, ctana gaxe ropantbcs eto. Bnpoyem, Bce 3TM CNoXHble YyBCTBa BOSTHOBANN €€ OYeHb
Hegonro. Yto-to 6ecco3HaTenbHO OTTanNkMBasno ee B 3TOM YeNoBeEKE, rMaBHbIM 06pa3omM TO HOBOE,
HENPMBbLIYHOE, YTO COBCTBEHHO 1 NNeHunno ee. CTpacTHOCTb, KOTOpas yBnekana ee B ero My3bike,
CTaHOBUNACb TATOCTHOWM B MUHYTbI 6IM30CTK, €ro NopbIBUCTbIE BNACTHblE 0ObATUA ObiNn en gaxe
HEeNPUATHbLI, OHa HEBOJSTbLHO cpaBHMBana ero cebantobnsyto Heoby3gaHHOCTb C POBKMM, nocne
CTONbKUX NET Cynpy»xecTBa, brnaroroBenHbiM Nbifiom Myxa. Ho, corpelums ogHaxabl, OHa BHOBb U
BHOBb BO3BpaLLanach K noboBHuKY, 6e3 BocTopra n 6e3 pasoyapoBaHus, U3 cBoeobpasHoro
4yyBCTBa JOJra 1 eLle NoToMy, YTO €M NieHb OblNo NoBoPOTh 3Ty HOBYHO NPUBbLIYKY. NMpoLwno
HEMHOro BPEMEHM, N OHa Y)Xe OTBEeNa CBOeMy BO3Mto6neHHOMY onpeaeneHHOe MECTEYKO B XKMU3HU,
HasHa4vna Ansi Hero, Kak Anst poauTenen Myxa, onpegeneHHbln JeHb B HEAENe; HO 3Ta CBA3b
HUYYTb HE N3MEHMNAa OObIYHOIO TEYEHNS €€ XN3HM U TONbKO YTO-TO AobaBuna K Hel. Bckope
BO30OEHHbIN BoLen B 61aroyCTpOEHHbI MEXaHM3M €€ CYLLECTBOBAHWS, Kak HEKMIN JOBECOK
PaBHOMEPHOIO CYaCTbs, Kak TPeTUin pebeHOK NN HOBbIN aBTOMOOWNb, 1 3anpeTHoe NboBHOE
MPVKITIOYEHNE YXKE HNYEM HE OTNMYAnoch OT JO3BOSIEHHbIX PafoCTEN.

N BoT BriepBble, Korga en Hago ObINo 3annaTuTb 3a 3TO NPUKN4eHne HacTosALWen LeHon —
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OMNACHOCTbIO, OHA MPUHANACh MENOYHO BbIYUCAATbL €ro UCTUHHY CToMMOCTb. OHa Bbina Tak
n3banosaHa cyabbon n 3anackaHa 6nm3knmun, Tak NpuBbIkna 6narogapst 6oratcTBy NOYTU HE UMETL
XXenaHun, 4To NepBoe Xe 3aTpyaHeHe okasanock en He nog cuny. OHa He noXxenana NnocTynUTbCA
X0TH 6bl B ManenLwien cTeneHn CBOEN OyLWEBHOM 6E€3MATEXHOCTLIO U, MOYTU HE 3a4yMbIBasiChb,
cpasy Xe pelunna noxepTsoBaTb BO3MOOMEHHBIM pagn CBOEro NoKos.

B TOT )Xe AeHb Kk BeYepy NOCbIfbHbIAN NPUHEC B OTBET OT BO3MONEHHOro ncnyraHHoe, 6eccesasHoe
NMMCbMO. OTO NMCbMO, HanosIHEHHOE pacTepsiHHbIMN Mornbbamu, xxanobamm n ynpekamu, crnerka
nokonebano ee pelwmMMOCTb MOKOHYUTb C MPUKIIOYEHNEM — OY€EHb YXK NbCTUMNA ee TLLeCnaBuio
MNbINKOCTb N0O0BHMKA 1 ero cTpacTHoe oTtyasiHne. OH HACTONYMBO NPOCKI €€ XOTb O MUMOJSIETHON
BCTpeye, 4Tobbl ONpaBaaThbCs, eCnv OH YeM-H1byab HeBOMbHO obuaen ee, U TENepb ee yxe
MaHunNa HoBas urpa No4orMbLUE CEpPANTLCS Ha Hero, YToObl cTaTh emy elle XenaHHee. [oaToMy oHa
Benena eMy NpuUnTu B Ty KOHAUTEPCKYIO, TAe, Kak en BOAPYr BCMOMHUITOCh, Y HEE B AE€BUYECKME roabl
ObINo cBMAAHWE C OOHUM aKTEPOM, CBMAAHME HACTONMBbKO MOYTUTENBHOE U HEBUHHOE, YTO Tenepb
OHO Ka3anocb en pebsyectsom. 3abaBHoO, C yNbIOKOW NogymMana oHa, YTO POMaHTUKa, COBCEM
3arnoxwas 3a Bpemsi Cynpy>Keckow Xn3Hu, BHOBb pacrnyckaeTcs NblWHbIM LBeToM. U oHa yxe
rotoea Obina pagoBaTbCA BYEpALLHEMY CTOSIKHOBEHMIO, OKa3aBLUEMY Ha Hee TaKoe CUIbHOE,
XVMBUTENbHOE OENCTBUE, YTO HEPBbI €€, 0ObIYHO Nerko NpUXo4MBLLME B PaBHOBECUE, TYT BCE elle
npogoskanv Bubpmnposartsb.

Ha aToT pa3 oHa Hagena TEMHEHbKOe, He3aMeTHOEe NnaTbe U APYryHo Wniany, YTobbl, Ha cnyyan
HOBOW BCTpeYn, COUTb C TOMKy BbiMoraTenbHuuy. OHa cobpanack 6bino 3akpbITb NMLO, HO U3
KaKoro-To BHe3arnHo oxBaTUBLUEro ee 3aopa OTNnoxwuna Byans. Heyxenn en, 4oCcTonHON,
yBaXkKaeMoW XeHLMHE, HEMNb3si CMOKOMHO NoKa3aTbCsA Ha ynuue U3 ctpaxa nepeq Kakon-To TBapbo?

Tonbko B NEPBY MUHYTY, KOr4a oHa BbILLIa U3 OMY, ee NPOoHM3ario MMMOSIETHOE YyBCTBO CTpaxa,
HepBHbI 03HOO, Kakol GbiBaeT, korga nNpobyellb BoAy KOHYMKaMU NanbLeB, NPexae YeM OKYyHYTbCS
B Mope. Ho aTa xonogHas Apoxb Yepes CekyHay CMeHUnacb yBepeHHOCTbIo B cebe, HenpyBbIYHbIM
Ansi Hee camontoboBaHMEM; el HpaBUIOCh, YTO OHa Takas nerkasi, rmbkas, cunbHasi, a Takow
ynpyrom, CTpeMUTENBHOM NOXOAKM Yy Hee He Gbino Hukoraa. Ein gaxke ctano xanb, 4To
KOHOUTepcKas Tak 6rmM3ko — 4YTO-TO HEYAEPXKMMO BREKINO ee HaBCTpevy HensBedaHHbIM U
3amaH4MBbIM NpUKNYeHnsM. Ho Bpemsi cBuaaHusa npubnuxkanoch, 1 dpay VipeHe npusitHo Gbino
AymaTb, YTO BO3MHOONEHHbIN Yxe xaeT ee. OH cuaen B yrny u, yBuaeB ee, BCKOYN C
HenoadenbHbIM BOSTHEHMEM, KOTOPOE W NMbCTUIO el 1 TAroTuno ee. Ei npuwnock NonpocuTb, YTob
OH roBOPUI NOTHWLLE, TAKUM BUXPEM BONPOCOB M YNPEKOB NpopBanachk ero AyliesHas Tpesora. Hu
CrnoBa He cka3aB 00 MCTUHHOWM MPUYMHE CBOEro OTKasa OT YCIIOBIEHHOTO CBUAAHUS, OHa urpana
HaMekaMu, 3arafovyHOCTb KOTOPbIX NULLb CUrbHee pa33agopusana ero. OHa He caanacb Ha ero
NpocbObI, YyYBCTBYS, Kak B3BUHYMBAET €ro 3Ta HeOObSICHMMAas, BHe3anHasi HEMPUCTYMHOCTb.

Korga nocne 6ypHoro nony4acoBoro pasroBopa MpeHa ywna, He N03BONMB MOMO40MY YESTIOBEKY HU
Manenwen HEXXHOCTU N Jaxe HUYero He noobewaB Ha Oyayliee, oHa BCs TpeneTana oT Toro
0cobeHHOro Bo30yXaeHMs, Kakoe UCnbITbiBana TonbKo AeBYLLKOW. En kazanock, 4To roe-To Tam, B
rnybvHe, ropuT 0GXMraroLnn OroHEK M TONbKO XAeT, YTOObl BETEp pa3ays ero B nNrams, KoTopoe
OXBaTUT ee BCto. Masa no ynuue, oHa agHo noBuna Kaxabin 6poLLeHHbIN Ha Hee B3rnsag, 310
APY>KHOE N OTKPOBEHHOE MY)XXCKOE BOCXULLEHWNE BbINO AN HEe HEMPUBLIYHO, U €N BOPYT Tak
3ax0Tenocb NOCMOTPETL Ha cebsl, YTO OHa OCTaHOBMNAcCh Nepea 3epkanomM B BATPUHE LIBETOYHOIO
MarasuHa, 4Tobbl yBuaeTb COOCTBEHHYIO KpAacOTy B pamMKe U3 KpacHbIX pO3 U 0BpbI3raHHbIX pOCOM
duranok. C aeBNYEeCKNX BpEMEH He YyBCTBOBara OHa cebsi Takon Nerkon, OKpbINIEHHOW; HU B
nepsble OHU 3aMyXeCTBa, HU OT 00bATMI NOBOBHMKA NO Teny ee He npoberanu Takue, Kak cenyac,
3NEKTPUYECKME UCKPbI, N €N CTano HeCTepnMMo A0CaAHO, YTO BCA aTa yaMBUTENbHAs NErkocTb, BCe
cnagoCTHoe onbsaHeHne ByaeT 3ps pacTpavyeHo Ha ogHoobpasHyo NoBceaHEBHOCTb. Bsno nobpena
OHa AOMOMW. Y noabesa oHa 3aMellKkanach, YTobbl elle pa3 NofHOW rpyabtlo BAOXHYTb 3HOMHbIN
NbSHALLMIA BO34YX 3aNpeTHOro NPUKITIOYEHUS, YTOObLI ero NocneaHss, Uccsikarowlasi BorHa
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NpUXmbIHya K caMmoMy cepaLy.

TyT KTO-TO TPOHYN ee 3a nne4vo. OHa ob6epHynack. — JTO Bbl... BblI? YTO Bam onsiTb Ha4o0? — B
CMepTeNbHOM Mcnyre nponenetana oHa, yBuaeB nepen cobon HEHaBUCTHOE NULO, U eLle CUnbHee
ncnyranacb CBOMX COGCTBEHHbIX HEOCTOPOXKHbIX CMOB. Beab OHa e TBepAo pelumnna He NnpusHaTtb
3TY XXEHLLUMNHY, eCrnn UM CRy4YUTCHa BCTPETUTBLCS, BCE OTpULATh, AaTb PE3KMIA OTNOP
BbIMOratenbHuue... Ho Tenepb yxxe 6b1510 NO34HO.

— 4 6uTbIx Nnonyaca goxuaarock Bac TyT, pay BarHep.

NpeHa B3gporHyna, ycrnbiwas CBOK haMunmio. 3Ha4nT, 3TOW TBapu M3BECTHbI U aapec 1 UMSI.
Tenepb Bce Normbno, Tenepb oOHa NOSIHOCTLIO B €€ BMacTu.

— [a, dpay BarHep, s Bac Aoxuaatocb GUTbIX Nonyaca, YKOPM3HEHHO U yrpoxaroLe nosTopuna
XKEHLUUHA.

— YT0... YTO X€e BaM HY>XHO OT MeHs?

— Cawmu 3HaeTe, pay BarHep. — MpeHa cHoBa B3gporHyna, ycnbiwae cBoe ums. — OTANYHO
3HaeTe, 3a4eM 4 npuwna.

— £ 6onblue HM pa3y C HUM He Buaenachb u HMKoraa 6onblue He YBUXKYCb... TONbKO OCTaBbTe
MeHs... Hukorpga 6onbuie...

JKeHuwmHa HeBO3MYyTUMO nogoXxaana, noka y MpeHsl oT BONHEHUS NpeceKcs ronoc. A 3satemMm pesko
obopBana ee, CNOBHO NOAYNHEHHYIO:

— bpocbTe Bpatb! A 3a Bamu wna ga caMon KoHAUTEPCKOW, — W, yBUaeB, YTo MpeHa
oTwaTHynacb, Hacmewnmeo gobasuna: — [denaTtb-To MHe Heyero. Co cnyx6bl MEHs1 yBONUMN.
"oBOpPAT, TSXKenble BpeMeHa, paboTbl Mano. Hy kak e He Nononb30BaTbCsi CBOOOAHLIM BPEMEHEM.
Uem Mbl Xyxxe bnaropogHblx aM, HaM TOXe XO4eTCH Norynarb.

OT10 6bINO cKasaHo ¢ xorioaHou 3rnobon, yassusLuen MpeHy B camoe cepgue. OHa yyBcTBOBana
cebs 6e30pyXHON Nepes Takow HEeMPUKPLITON, ByNibrapHOM HM30CTbIO, @ B rOfIoBE MyTUNOCh OT
CTpaxa, 4YTo 9Ta TBapb cenyac onsiTb 3aKpUYUT BO BECb MOIOC UM MUMO MPOMAET MYX, U Toraa Bce
6yneT koH4eHO. ToponnuBO Hallynana oHa B MydTe cepebpsHyo CyMOYKY 1 Bbirpebna oTTyaa Bce
AEHbIN, Kakve en nonanuce.

Ho Harno npotsiHyTas pyka He onycTunacb CMUPEHHO, eaBa OLLYTMB AEeHbIM, Kak B TOT pas, a
3acTblfia B BO34yXe, CITOBHO pacTonblpeHHasi Kortmcras nana.

— ,D,aBaVITe 3a04HO N CYMOU4KY, a TO KaK Obl MHe OEeHbrn He NnoTepATb, — C yTpO6HbIM CMELLUKOM
BbIFrOBOPUITN NPE3PUTESIbHO BCKUHYTbIE Fy6b|.

NpeHa nocmoTpena waHTaXxncTke NpsiMo B rnasa, Ho ToT4Yac oTeBena B3rnsag. 3ta Harnas, rpybas
HacMmellka bbina Hectepnuma. OTBpaLLeHne, TOYHO Xryvast 605b, NPOHU3ano ee. Tonbko bbl
cKkopee yWTu, Tonbko 6bl He BMAETb 3Toro nuua! OTBEPHYBLUMCH, OHa TOPOMMMBO CyHyna
BbIMOraTesnbHULE AparoLeHHyY0 CYMOYKY U, NOAroHsieMas CTpaxom, B3bexarna no necrHuue.

My>xa eLue He Gbino AoMa; ynaB Ha auBaH, VipeHa gonro nexana HemnoABWKHO, CITOBHO ee
ornywmnu obyxom. JIMwe ycnbiwae B NepefHel ronoc Myxa, oHa ¢ BeNuyanlnmm ycunmem Bctana
1 MaLLWHanbHO NoMnmenacb B COCEAHIO KOMHATY.

Tenepb yxxac BOABOPWUIICS Y HEE B JOME M He OTCTynan HuU Ha war. B gonrne, HuH4yem He 3aHaTble
Yyachbl, koraa nogpobHOCTM CTpaLLHOM BCTPEYM odHa 3a ApYroi BCTaBanu B ee NamsT, oHa
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COBEPLLUEHHO SICHO NOHsa 6e3BbIX0O4HOCTb CBOErO MOSIOXEHNA. JTa TBAPb, HEMOHATHO KakuM
obpa3om, y3Hana v ee agpec n hamunuio, 1, pas nepeble NOMbITKN LWaHTa)Xa oka3anucb Tak
yChneLHbl, OHa, 6€3 COMHEHUS, HUYEM, HE NOTHYLLAEeTCs, N1Wb 6bl NOGOMbLIE BbKaTb U3 CBOEN
ocBeAoOMIeHHOCTU. o 3a rogom ByaeT oHa TAroTeTb HA €€ XKU3HbI0, Kak KoLMmap, KOTOPbIN He
CTPSIXHELb Aake CaMbiM OTYASTHHBIM YCUITUEM, NOTOMY YTO, HECMOTPS HA COOCTBEHHLIE U MYXXHUHbI
cpeacTtea, opay MpeHa He morna 6bl 6e3 Begoma myxa cobpaTb 4OCTATOYHO KPYMHYK CyMMY,
4yTObbl pa3 n HaBcerga OTKYNUTBLCS OT 3TOM TBapw. [Ja 1 Kpome TOro OHa 3Hana 3 CryyYyamHbIX
paccKa3oB MyXa U U3 Tex Aen, KOTopble OH Bef, YTO Nobble 4OroBOpbI U COrnalleHnsi C TakumMm
OTNETbIMU MOLLUEHHMKAMM HUYETO HEe CTOAT. B nydwwem cnyyae en ygactcsa Ha mecsl, Ha ABa
oTcpounTb Beay, a Tam HeNpoYHoe 30aHne ee CEMEMHOro cHacTbs HEN3BEXHO PyXHET, a ecnv OHa
yBne4yeT 3a cobon 1 CBOK My4YuTENBbHULY-PaALOCTN en OT 3Toro ByaeT mano. C yxacatoLlen
SICHOCTbIO BUAena oHa, Yto 6eaa HeoTBpaTuMa, Bbixoga HeT. Ho Kak... kak UMEHHO 3TO npousongeT
— C yTpa 40 HO4M peluana oHa pokoBoW Bonpoc. HacTynut AeHb, korga My>Ky NpUHECYT NUCbMO;
OHa SICHO npefcTaBnana cebe, Kak oH BonaeT, 6neaHbl, HAXMYPEHHbIN, CXBATUT €€ 3a PYKY,
Ha4yHeT gonpawmBaTh... Ho noTom... yto npousongeT notom? Kak oH noctynut? Ha atom ee
BOOOpaxeHne nccakano — Bce TOHYN0 B MpavyHOM cyMbBype xxecTokoro ctpaxa. OHa He morna
aoaymaTtb 4O KOHUA, OT 6eCcnoYBeHHbIX A0rafokK Y HEe rofioBa Lwa Kpyrom. 3a 9T Jonrme yacol
MYYUTENBHOMO pa3gyMbsi OHa C yXKacalLen SCHOCTbIO NOHANA NULWb OAHO: YTO OYEHb MIOX0 3HaeT
CBOEro MyXa 1 NoTOMYy He MOXET npeayragatb, Kak OH NOCTYNUT, YTO OH pewnTt. OHa BbiWa 3a
HEero no >XenaHuw poanTenen, Ho, 6e3 HeoXoTbl, YYBCTBYS K HEMY pacnonoXeHue, onpaBaasLLee
cebsa c rogamu; npoxuna 6ok o 60k ¢ HUM BoceMb Bnaronony4vHbiX, MUPHO pa3MepPEHHbIX NET, BCE Y
HuX 6bino obuee — aeTn, 4om, 6eccyeTHble Yackl 6rIN30CTU, U TONBbKO cenyvac, ctapasicb
npeacraBnTb cebe, kKak OH NOCTYNUT, OHA NMOHANA, KAKUM Yy>XAbIM U HE3HAKOMbIM OCTarCs OH AJs
Hee. Jlnwb Tenepb oHa nepebnpana BCI UX XM3Hb, CTapasdCb MO OTAENbHbIM NOCTYMNKaM pa3ragatb
ero xapaktep. B cTpaxe cBoeM OHa CyJOpOXHO Lennanack 3a Kaxgoe HUYTOXHOE BOCMOMUHaHMe,
HagesACb HaWTK KIToM K 3anoBegHbIM TalHWKaM ero cepaua.

Tak Kak crioBaMm OH He BblgaBari CBOMX 3aTaeHHbIX NMOMbICIOB, TO Tenepb, Koraa OH C KHUroW cuaen
B Kpecre, SIpKO OCBELLEHHbIN 3NIEKTPUYECKON NTaMMnon, OHa NbITNIMBO BrisiAbiBanach B Hero. Kak B
Yy>Koe 1L, cTapanachb OHa MPOHUKHYTb B3rfS40M B NMLIO MYXa U Mo 3TUM 3HAKOMbIM YepTam,
CTaBLUMM BAOPYT YYy>XMMW, Y3HATb €ro XxapakTep, KOTOPbIN HEe pacKpbInca nepea ee pasHogyLLMEM 3a
BOCEMb NleT COBMECTHOM XN3HW. J106 BbIN AcHbIM 1 6riaropoaHbIn, Kak 6yATo BblfeneHHbIN
MOLLHbIM U JeATeNbHbIM YMOM, 3aTO POT Bblpaxasn CTPOryr HenpekrnoHHoCTb. Bece B ero
MY>XECTBEHHbIX YepTax Ablarno aHepruen n cunon. HeoxngaHHo ona Hee camoun en Bapyr
OTKpbINach KpacoTa 3TOro BOSIeBOro nuua, ¢ yanerneHnem cosepLarna oHa ero BayM4ymByHo
COCPeaOTOYEHHOCTb N ACHO BbIpaXXEHHYI0 TBepAoCTb. HO rnasa, B KOTOpbIX Tannach rnaBHas
pasragka, 6binv onyLieHbl B KHUTY U HEAOCTYMNHbI ee HabnoaeHuto. En octaBanocb TONbKO
UCNbITYIOLLE CMOTPETb Ha NPOodunIb MyXa, Kak 6yaTO B €ro CMesnbiX o4epTaHusx 6biro 3aneyaTneHo
CNOBO NPOLLUEHUS UK NPOKNATUA, HA 3TOT HE3HAKOMbIN NPOdUIIb, NyraBLLUIA €e CBOEN CypOBOCTbLIO
N NpMBREKaBLUMIA CBOEODOpa3HON KpacoTon, KOTOPYO OHa BNepBblie NOYyBCTBOBANa B €ro
3HepruyHom cknage. BHe3anHo oHa oco3Hana, YTo CMOTPUT Ha Hero C YA0OBNETBOPEHNEM U
ropaocTbto. TyT OH NOAHAN rnasa, a OHa TOPONSIMBO OTLIATHYNAack B TEMHOTY, YTOObI HE NPobyaAnTb
nogo3peHnst CBOMM CTPACTHO BOMPOLLAKLWMM B3rIS40M.

Tpw OHA OHa He nokasbiBanach Ha ynuuy U yxxe ctana ¢ 6ecnokoMcTBOM 3aMeyaTb, YTO
oKpyXatowmum bpocaeTcs B rnasa ee 4oMocencTBo, — 0bbIMHO OHa peakun aeHb 6e3BbIX04HO
npocwxusana y cebs.

nepBbIMI/I 3aMeTuIn aTy nepemMeHy OeTu, ocobeHHOo CT8pLIJI/II7I Marib4yraH, He 3amMeaniMBLLMIA
Bblpa3nTb NpocTtoAayliHoe yauesneHmne, 4to Mmama ternepb Tak MHOIo ObIBaeT goma, MexX TeM Kak
npucryra ToJibko wWyllykKanacb n genumnacb CBOMMn goragkamum c OOHHON. TWETHO NbiTanack OHa
OOKa3aTb, 4YTO ee NpucyTcrene HeobxoanMo no cambimM pa3H006pa3Hb|M, OonbLUen YacTbio yaa4dHo
npnaymMaHHbIM NpuynHam, HO BO 4YTO Obl OHa HM BMeLLMBanach, OHa TOMNbKO Hapyuwana 3aBefeHHbIN
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nopsiAoK, Kaxaasi ee NonbITka MOMOYb Bbi3biBana HegoymeHue. Mpu 3ToM oHa He ymena
CTyLLUEeBaTbCS, TAKTUYHO YEAMHUTLCS U CMOETb B CBOEN cnasibHe 3a KHUron unm paboTon; HeT,
BHYTPEHHSISt TPEBOra, BblpaXkaBLUasiCs y Hee, Kak BCSKOe CUIbHOEe nepexunsaHne, B HEPBHOM
BO30Yy>XAEeHMU, THana ee U3 KOMHaTbl B KOMHATY. [Mpun Kaxxgom 3BOHKe Mo TenedoHy Unu Ha
napagHOM OHa B3aparueana, YyBCTBYS, Kak OT Maneunwiero Tonyka o6pbiBaeTcs 1 NpeBpaLlaeTcs B
HMYTO ee Be3MsATEXXHOE CYLLEeCTBOBaHMNE; OHa cpa3sy XXe najana gyxoM, U el yxxe mepeLumnach
6e3B03BpATHO 3arybneHHas xu3Hb. TN TPU OHS, KOTOPble OHA NPOCKAena B CBOMX KOMHaTaXx, Kak B
TEMHUMLE, NoKasanucb e AnnHHee BOCbMU NET 3aMy’KecTBa.

Ho Ha TpeTun Bevep en NpULLIOCh BbINTU U3 AOMY: OHU C MY>XXeM AaBHO yxe Obinv npurnalleHsl B
rocTu, N oTkasaTbcHa 6e3 4OCTaTOYHO BECKUX MPUYMH HE NPeaCcTaBnANoCch BO3MOXHbIM. [1a U HYXXHO
e, HakoHeLl,, YTOObl He CONTU C yMa, CrioMaTb 3TOT HE3PUMbIN YaCTOKOS yXKaca, KOTopbiM Bbina
Tenepb oOHeceHa ee Xn3Hb. En xoTenocb BUAETL Ntogen, Ha HECKONbKO YacoB OTAOXHYTb OT ceb4,
npepBaTb CaMOyOMICTBEHHOE OOMHOYECTBO CTpaxa. Ml Kpome Toro, rae MOXeT OHa YyBCTBOBaTb
ceba B 6onbLien 6€30nacHOCTM OT HEBMANMMOIO HEOTCTYMHOIO NPECNeAoBaHNs, YEM B Yy>XOM LOME,
cpeav apy3en? Tonbko O4MH MUT, TOT KOPOTKUIA MUT, KOr4a OHa BrepBble Nocne TAroCTHOM BCTpeYn
CTYynuna Ha ynuuy, en ctano CTpaLlHO, YTO LWAHTaXUCTKa KapaynuT rae-to TyT, nobnmsoctu. OHa
HEBOJIbHO CXBaTWUIIa PYKy Myxa, 3aXMypurnach 1 npobexana HeCKOMbKO LWaros no TpoTyapy 40
OXmaaBLLEro nx aBToMobuns, Ho Koraa, cMasa B MalUMHE NoA 3alMTON My>Ka, OHa M4yanach no
obes3ntogeBLwIMM B 3TOT NO34HMI Yac ynuuam, TSKeCTb Mano-nomarny cesanunach ¢ ee cepgua, u,
NOAHNUMANCh MO NECTHULE Yy>KOro JoMa, OHa yXXe YyBCcTBOBaria cebst BHe onacHOCTU. Ha HeCKOnbko
4YacoB OHa MoOrfa CHoBa CTaTb Takou e 6e33ab0THOWM 1 BeCenon, kakon Obina MHOro neT Ao Toro, u
Aaxe pagoBaTtbcsi bonee rnybokon co3HaTeNnbHOM PagOCTbIO Y3HMKA, KOTOPbIN BbIpBAncsa U3 CTEH
TIOPbMbI Ha COMHEYHbIN CBET. 3A4ecb OHa Obina orpaxkaeHa oT NpecneaoBaHnsl, HEHaBUCTb HE
MOrfa NPOHUKHYTL Ctoa, 30eCb BOKPYr Hee Obinu noan, niobuelume 1 yBaxasLline ee,
BOCXMLLABLUMECSH et0, HapsaHble, 6ecneyHble Noan, OKPYXEHHbIE NCKPUCTBIM PO30BbLIM OPEOSTIOM
NErkOMbICINA, N 3TOT XOPOBOA HacnaXaeHWsl HAKOHEL-TO CHOBa COMKHYIICSA BOKpYr Hee. N60 B
NepBYHO XXe MUHYTY B3rnsiabl MPUCYTCTBYHOLLMX CKa3ann e, 4To OHa XOpoLla, 1 OHa cTana eLle
nyylie OT AaBHO He MUCMbITaHHOrO YyBCTBa YBEPEHHOCTU B cebe.

N3 cocegHero 3ana Hecnmcb Npu3biBHbIE 3BYKN MY3bIK/ 1 MPOHMKANW B €€ pasropsiieHHY KPOBb.
Havanucbk TaHubl, 1 He ycnerna oHa ONOMHUTBLCS, Kak OvyTunacb B CaMoW rywe Tonnbl. Tak oHa He
TaHueBana Hu pasy B XWU3HWU. ATOT Kpy>KalMNCsl BUXPb cAenan ee HeBeCOMOWN, PUTM NPOHMKan B
Kakaylo YacTuLy Tena, OKpbISis ero OrHeHHbIM ABMXeHueM. Kak TonbKko My3blka npekpallanach,
MpeHa 6one3HeHHO oLlyLana TULWnHY, 6eCnoKOMHbIN OroHb Npoberan No ee HaNpPsXKeHHbIM
MbILLLIAM, U KaK B OXNaxdatoLLyto, yCroKamBatoLLyto, 6arokatoLLyto Body, OKyHanacb OHa CHOBa B
370T KpyroBopoT. O6bIYHO OHa TaHUeBana 4OBOJSIbHO MOCPEACTBEHHO, pacCyAo4YHas CAePXXaHHOCTb
Aenarna ee ABWKEHUS yrrioBaTbiMKU, YepecUyyp OCTOPOXHBIMW, HO AypMaH BblpBaBLUENCS HA BOMO
pPagoCTy YHUUTOXWUIT BHYTPEHHIOK CKOBAHHOCTb. [lopBanach enesHas y3aa, B KOTOPOW paccynok m
CThblg AepXanu camble ee GyliHble cTpacTu, 1 Tenepb MpeHe Kaszanoch, YTo OHa TaeT U
pacTtBopsieTcs B 6e3gymHomM bnaxeHcTee. OHa owyLliana o6bsaTmsa YbMx-TO PyK, MUMONETHbIE
KacaHus, Cnosa, TOYHO B340XW, BOMHYHOLLUIN CMEX, My3blKy, 3BEHEBLLYIO B KPOBM; BCE €€ Terno
TpeneTano Kak HaTsHyTas CTpyHa, NfaTbe Xrno ee, en XoTenocb COPOCUTbL BCE NOKPOBbI, YTOObI
Harow rnyoxxe BNuTbiBaTb B cebs 3TOT AypMaH.

— WpeHa, yto ¢ Tob6on? — OHa obepHynach, nowaTbiBasiCb, 651ecTs rnasamu, Bcs eLle
pasropsiieHHast 00bATUAMKM NapTHepa. U TyT ee npsAMo B cepaLe Nopasunn XOrnoaHbIN, XXeCTKUA
B3rns4 yOMBIIEHHO, B YNOP CMOTpPEBLLEro Ha Hee Myxa. OHa ucnyranacb: MoXeT ObITb, OHa
cnuwkom gana cebe BONKO M YTO-TO Bblgana CBOUM UCCTYMNNEHNEM?

— Mouemy Tbl cnpawmBaellb, PpuL? — nponeneTana oHa, pacTepsiBLUNCL OT ero passiLero
B3rnsiaa, KOTOpbIN BNMBarcs B Hee BCe rMyoGxe v rnyoxe, Tak YTo OHa ollylliana ero Tenepb B
camom cepaue. En xotenochk kpyyaTtb OT 3Toro 6ecnoLuagHoro MHKBU3MTOPCKOro B3rnsiaa.

— OueHb CTpaHHO, — MocCrie goJiroro moji4aHn4a BbiIMOJ1IBUJT OH. B ronoce ero cnbiwanocb
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HegoymeHune. OHa He ocMenunacb CNPOCUTb, YTO OH XOYET 3TUM CKa3aTb, HO MO ee Teny npowuna
APOXb, KOrga OH OTBEPHYIICA, He 40OaBMB HM COBa, M OHA yBUAENa ero nieyn, LWMpokue, Kpenkme,
MacCMuBHbIE, @ Ha4 HUMM YNPSIMbIA, CITOBHO BbIKOBAHHbIV U3 Xerne3a 3aTbifiok. Takon ObiBaeT y
ybunu, nogymana MpeHa n TyT e OTMaxHynacb OT 3TOM HeENenown Mbicrn. TONbKO cenvac oHa Kak
OyaTo Bnepsble yBuaena cobCTBEHHOIO MyxXa 1 ¢ CogporaHMeM noHsAna, Kak OH CUIEH 1 ONaceH.

CHoBa 3aurpana My3sblka. Kakon-to rocnoauH nogowlen k VMipeHe, oHa MalumHanbHO onepnach Ha
ero pyky. Ho Tenepb Bce B HeW OTsKeNeno 1 Becenasa Menoavsi He Morna BAOXHYTb XXWU3Hb B €€
CMNOBHO HanuTble CBUHLOM HOrn. MHeTyLwwasa TsHKeCTb Wwia oT cepaua K Horam, 1 Kaxabli war
npuynHAn en ctpagaHme. OHa npuHyxaeHa 6bina NpocuTb kaBanepa, YTobbl OH N3BMHMUA €e.
BosBpallasicb Ha cBoe MeCTO, OHa HEBOJILHO OrfISIHYNach, HET N NOBAM30CTU MyXa, U BCA
3agpoxkana OH CTOsN BMMOTHYH 3a HeN, Kak ByATo noaxunaasi ee, n CHoBa ero XOrnoAHbIN B3rnsag,
CKpecTunca ¢ ee B3rnsaom. Uto ¢ HUM? Yto oH yxxe 3HaeT? OHa MalumMHanbHO 3anaxHynach,
CMOBHO Xenas 3awWmTuTb OT Hero obHaxkeHHyto rpyab. Ero MonyaHme 66110 Tak e ynopHo, Kak u
B3rnsag.

— MoxeT 6bITb, yeaem? — pobko cnpocuna oHa.

— [a. — lNonoc 3By4an »xecTko 1 Henackoso. OH nowen Bneped. W oHa onatb yBuaena
MacCCUBHbIN, YrpoXatoLmi 3aTbifiok. Ha Hee Hagenu wyoky, HO ee No-NpexHeMy npodupan 03HOO.
Monuya exanu oHn 60k 0 6ok. MipeHa 6osinack 3aroBopuTb. CMYTHO Yysina OHa HOBYHO ONAaCHOCTb.
Tenepb en HUrge He 6bIN0 Npudexuula.

OTy HOYb eN NpUBUAENCS CTpaLUHbIA COH. My3blka rpemena B BbICOKOM U cBeTNoM 3ane. OHa
BOLLMA, U ee OKpyXuna nectpas Tonna. Bopyr kK He NPOTUCHYICHA Kakor-TO MONOLOM YeroBeK, OHa
Kak 6yaTo 3Hana ero, Ho He Morfa BCNOMHUTL, KTO OH. OH B35 ee nog pyKy, 1 OHX NOLUN
TaHueBaTb. E 6bino 0TpagHO M cnagko, BOMHa My3blkv MOAHSANA ee U NoHecna Hag 3emnen. Tak
OHM TaHUeBanu Yepes aHdunagy 3an, rae BbICOKO Mo NOTONIKOM 30510MEeHbIE NICTPbI, TOYHO
3Be3[bl, CUANM OroHbKaMn CBEYEN, a CTEHHbIEe 3epKkana Bo3Bpallanu MpeHe ee coGCTBEHHYHO
ynbIOKy 1 NepegaBanu ee ganblle B 6eccyYeTHbIX OTpaXeHuax. Bce ctpemuTensHen cTaHOBUACSA
TaHel, BCe 3axuratenoHee urpana mysblka. MipeHa 4yyBCcTBOBana, 4YTo loHoLa BCe TeCHee
NpwxmMmaeTcs K HeW, NanbLbl ero rnybxxe 3apbiBatoTcAa B ee obHaxxeHHoe nnedvo. OHa 3acToHana ot
cnagoCTHOW 60nn 1, BCTPETMBLLUCH C HUM B3rfis40oM, BCMIOMHUIA, KTO OH. OTO BbIST akTep, KOTOPOro
OHa eLe CoBceM eBOYKOM oboxana uaganeka, n Tofbko oHa cobparnach B YNOEHUN NPOU3HECTH
ero UMs, Kak OH 3arnyLumn ee Bo3rnac Xrydynm nouenyem. M Tak, ycta K yctam, CriMBLUMCb BOEAMHO
B XKapKoM 06bATUN, MYanuCb OHM NO 3anam, TOYHO yHocuMble BnarogatHbiM BeTpoM. Mumo
CKONb3unn cTeHbl, ipeHa yxe He Buaena Hag cobon noToska, He ouyliana HM BPEMEHU, HU CBOEro
ocBOb6OXOEHHOrO OT NyT Tena. Bapyr KTo-To A0TpoHyncs ao ee nneya. OHa ocTaHOBMMACh, U C HEWN
OCTaHOBMNacb My3blka, NOracinun OrHK, YepHble CTeHbl OOCTYNUNK ee, a CNyTHUK ucyes. «OTaam MHe
ero, BopoBka!» — 3akpu4dana cTpallHas He3HakOMKa Tak, YTO OTO3BalinCb CTEHbI, U Bvnacb
neasaHbIMK nanbuamu e B pyky. OHa pBaHynachb 1 cama ycrbllana CBOW Kpuk, 6e3yMHbIN,
NMPOH3UTENBHbIN KPUK YyXXaca; 3aBa3anacb 6opbba, He3HakoMKa B3sifnia BepX, copBana Cc Hee
XeMuyXHoe oxepernbe, a 3a04HO M NOMOBUHY MiaTbs, TaK YTO U3-N0[4 KIOYbEB TKAaHW BbIrMAHY N
oBHa)keHHble Nneyun u rpyab. W Bapyr oTKyaa-To onsTb NOSIBUNUCH NOAW, LLYM HapacTan, noam
cberanncb OTOBCIOAY U HACMELLMBO r1a3env Ha Hee U Ha CTpaLLHyo TBapb, a Ta BM3Xarna BO BECb
ronioc: «PasBpaTHuua, notackyxa! OTHsana ero y meHs!» OHa He 3Hana, Kyga cnpsatatbed, Kyaa
CMOTpETb, a ocknabreHHble poXu NogcTynann sce dnwxe, NoBONbITHbIE B3rNA4bl OLynbiBanu ee
HaroTy, 1 BOT, KOraa ee NoMyTUBLUMACS B3NS4, Ula cnaceHus, yCcTpeMuncs Baanb, OHa BHe3anHo
yBuaena B ABepsX HENOABWXHYIO ouUrypy Myxa, ero npasas pyka oblna cnpstaHa 3a cnnHon. OHa
BCKPUKHYNa n bpocunack 6exaTb OT HEero Yyepes BCo aHunagy 3an, anyHas Tonna puHynach 3a
Hen, a OHa YyBCTBOBana, 4YTO NnaTbe Cron3aeT C Hee BCE HMXKE U HUXKE U CKOPO ynageT COBCEM.
Bopyr nepepn Hewn pacnaxHynacb ABepb, OHa cTpemrniaB cbexana no necTHuue, Hagesacb CnacTuch,
HO BHW3Y Yy>XKe XAara rHycHasi TBapb B CBOEMN 3aMbl3raHHON LLEPCTSHOM 0bKe 1 TAHyNachb K HEWN
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uenkummn Kkorramu. Mipena wapaxHynacb B CTOPOHY W, He NOMHS cebsi, KuHynache Bnepef, Ta 3a Hen,
N TaK OHW Jonro 6exanu B TeMHOTEe Mo AJSIMHHbIM, 6€3MOorBHbBIM ynuuam, a dooHapu, CKansce,
Harmbanucb K HUM. OHa BCe BpeMs crblllana, kak TornovyT 3a ee CNHON AepeBsHHble Ballumaku
TOW TBapW, HO CTOUIIO e MOBEPHYTb 3a Yrorl, Kak Ta e TBapb BblCKakuMBarna e HaBcTpeyy; oHa
Kapaynuna 3a KaxablM YrioM, B KaxaoM nogbesae crnpasa v crnesa; oHa bbina nosctogy, oHa
MHOXMNAcb C yxacatoLemn OblIcTpoTon, ee Henb3s Obino 06orHaTh, BCAKMI pa3 OHa OKa3bliBanach
Brepean u nbitTanacb cxsaTntb VipeHy, y kotopon yxe nogrnbanuce koneHu. BoT HakoHeuU-TO AoM,
OHa Bpocunack Tyaa, pacnaxHyna ABepb, HO Ha MOPOore CTOSIN MYy>X C HOXOM B pyke 1 CMOTpen Ha
Hee BCe TeM Xe UCMbITYILWNM B3rnagom. «Iae Tbl 6bina?» — cypoBo cnpocun oH. «Hurge», —
ycnbllwana oHa COBCTBEHHbIN rOfnoc, a 3a CNUHOW yXe 3a3By4ar NPOH3UTENbHbIN XOXOT. «A B1aena,
BMaenal» — Bu3xana Ta TBapb, Xoxo4a, kak 6esymHas. TyT My B3amaxHyn Hoxom. «Cnacute!
Cnacute!» — 3akpnyana VpeHa.

OHa oTkpbIna rnasa, n ee UCnyraHHbl B3rnsg BCTPETUNICS CO B3rNSA0M Myxa. YTo 370... 4YTO
Takoe? OHa y cebs B cnanbHe, N0 NOTONKOM TYCKNO ropuT oOHapuK, OHa AoMa, B CBOEWN NOCTENM,
a To ObIT TONBbKO COH. HO noyemy y nocTenu cuguT MyX U CMOTPUT Ha Hee, Kak Ha 6onbHyt? KTo
3aXer CBET, U MOYEMY 3TO MYXX CUONT Tak HENOABWXXHO, C TaKMM CypoBbIM BUAOM? En cTano odeHb
CTpaLHOo. HeBONbHO B3rMnsiHyfia OHAa Ha ero pyKy: HeT, HoXa He BMAHO. MeaneHHo pacceunBarncs
FHETYLLMIA KOLIMap C 3apHULAMUN COHHbIX BUAEHUW. 3HAUNT, BCE 3TO e MPUCHUITIOCH, OHA Kpuyana
CO CHa 1 pa3byguna myxa. Ho noyeMy OH CMOTPUT Ha HEE TaKUM CTPOrNM, TaKMM CBEPSALLUM,
HEeyMOMMMO CTPOrMm B3rnsagom?

OHa nonbiTanacek ynbibHyTbCA. — YTO ThI? [MoyemMy Tbl Tak CMOTPULLL Ha MeHA? KaxeTcs, MHe
npuBMAEncs cTpallHbIA COH.

— [a, Tbl Kpnyana o4eHb rPOMKO. A ycnbiwan n3 cocegHen KOMHaTbl.

«YT0 X€E s KpMyana, 0 YeM NPOroBopunacb, — C y>kacom gymarna oHa, — O YeM OH goraganca?»
OHa 6osinacb NOAHATL Ha Hero rnasa. A OH CMOTPES Ha HEe OYEHb CEPLE3HO U NPU 3TOM
yOVBUTENBHO CMOKOMHO.

— Y7o c To6on TBOPUTCSH, NpeHa? Tbl cTana Hey3HaBaeMa 3a nocrnegHue OHU — APOXULLb Kak B
nuxopajke, HepBHUYaeLLb, 4eM-TO 03abo4yeHa. A TyT eLle 30BeLlb Ha NOMOLLb CO CHa...

OHa onaTb nonbiTanack ynblOHyTbCA. — HeT, Tbl YTO-TO OT MEHS CKpbiBaeLlb, — HacTamBan OH. —
MoxeT, y Tebs1 Kakme-TO HENPUATHOCTM UK OropyeHnst? Bece B Aome yxxe 3aMeTunu, Kak Tbl
nepemeHunacb. He 6owcs, ckaxun MHe, 4To Teba Myyaer.

OH nogoaBuHyncs K Her Bnvke, OHa YyBCTBOBana, Kak ero nanblbl nackatwT 1 rnagart ee
OBHaXXEeHHYO PYKyY, a rnasa CBETSATCS KakMM-TO 0COBEHHbIM cBeTOM. Ee HeyaepXnmo noTsiHyno
NPUITbHYTb K €ero CUNbLHOMY Tesy, NMpUXKaTbCs, BCe pacckasaTb eMy U He OTMNyCKaTb ero, noka oH He
npoctuT. Begb OH TONMBKO YTO BUAeEn, Kak oHa cTpagaet. Ho cboHapuk 6pocan cBour TyCKIbl CBET
Ha ee nuuo, n en ctano cTbigHo. OHa nobosnack BbIFOBOPUTL CTpaLLHOE CIOBO.

— He 6ecnokoncs, ®puu, — nbiTanacb oHa ynblOHYTLCS, MEX TEM Kak MO BCEMY ee Teny 0
KOHYMKOB narnbLeB npoberana gpoxb ykaca. — 3TO NpocTo HepBbl. Bce npongert.

Pyka, npoTsaHyBLIasaca ans o6batmsi, MTHOBEHHO OToABMHYNack. VMipeHa nocmoTpena Ha myxa u
coaporHynacb — OH 6bin 04eHb 6neaeH B 3TOM MCKYCCTBEHHOM CBeTe, 06 XMypunica OT MpayHbIX
Mbicnen. MegneHHoO NnogHANCSA OH ¢ MecTa.

— A MHe BCe 3T1 AHM Ka3arnocb, YTo Tebe Hy>XHO 0 YeM-TO norosoputb. O YeM-TO, YTO KacaeTcs
Hac gBoux. Mbl cenyac ogHu, NpeHa.

OHa nexana He LIeBEnNsCb, CNOBHO 3arMnHOTM3MPOBaHHas 3TUM CepPbe3HbIM, 3aragoyHbIM
B3rnsaom. Kak 6bl Bce cpa3y MOrmno cratb XOpoLlo, AyManock en, ecnv bbl oHa ckasana ogHo
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TOSbKO CNOBO, OAHO-€ANHCTBEHHOE CIMTOBEYKO «MPOCTU», U OH He cTan 6bl cnpalmnBaTb — 3a 4TO.
Ho 3auem roput cBeT, HECKPOMHbIW, HarnbIn, nobonbiTcTByOWMIA cBeT? OHa YyBCTBOBAana, 4To B
TEeMHOTe morna 6kl 3aroBopuTb. Ho cBeT napanu3osan ee BOsto.

— 3HaunT, Tebe Heyero, COBCEM HEYEro MHe ckasaTtb?

Kak BenuKko UcKyLleHne, Kak MArok ero rorioc! Hukorga oH He roBopwun ¢ Hewn Tak. Ax, ecnuv 6bl He
cBeT (poHapuKa, 3TOT XenTblW, XKagHbln ceeT!

NpeHa BcTpsixHynacb. — YTO Tbl COUMHSIEWb? — paccMesisiacb OHa U camMa Xe Ucnyranacb CBOero
3BeHsLero rornoca. — OTTOro YTO 1 TPEBOXHO CNII0, Y MEeHS HEMPEMEHHO AO0MKHbI ObITb TalHbI?
Yero gobporo, gaxxe noboBHbIE NOXOXAEHNA?

OHna c coaporaHmem 4yBcCTBOBalla, Kak HaurpaHHO U JiXXKMBO 3By4daT ee€ CIioBa, en oo FJ'Iy6I/IHbI aywmn
CTana npoTmuBHa cobcTBeHHas (*)aJ'IbLIJb, M OHa HEeBOJIbHO OTBesa B3rnda.

— Y10 X, cnn cnokonHo. — OH Npon3HEC 3TO OTPLIBUCTO N Aa)ke pe3Ko. TOH ero ronoca CoBcem
N3MEHWNCS 1 3BYYarn Kak yrpo3a Uim Kak 3nas, )XeCtokas HaCMeLLKa.

OH noracun ceeT. OHa yBuaena, Kkak ygansaetcsa ero bnegHas TeHb, 6e3amoneHas, nonycrepras,
TOYHO HOYHOW NpU3pak, a Korga 3axsonHynacb ABEPb, Y Hee ObiNo Takoe YyBCTBO, OyaTO
3aKpblBaeTCs KpbilKa rpoba. Becb Mup, kasanocb ein, BbIMEP, U TONbKO B €€ OLENEHEBLLEM Tene
rynko n 6ypHo 6unock cepgue n kaxabin ygap 6onbto otgaBarncs B rpyaw.

Ha cnepyowmi geHb, Koraa BCA cemMbd cugerna 3a o06ejom, AeT TONbKO YTO MOCCOPUIUCH, U UX
efBa yaanoch yHATb, BOLLUMA ropHMyHas u nogana Wpene nucemo. XKayTt otBeTa. Hegoymesas,
nocmoTpena MpeHa Ha HE3HAKOMbIN NOYEPK 1 TOPOMNSIMBO BCKpbIna KOHBEPT. C NepBOm e CTPOYKK
OHa cMepTenbHO nobregHena, BCKOYMNa Ha HOMM 1 eLle CUnbHee ucnyranach, yBuaeB, Kakoe
eQuHo4yLWHOe yAUBIEHME Bbi3Basa ee onpoMeTymBas ropsiyHOCTb.

MucbMo Gbino kKopoTkoe. Becero Tpu cTpoyku: «Mpoly HeMeaneHHO BpyYnTb NoAaTento Cero cTo
KpOH». HM noanucu, HY Yucna noa aTMMK HapounMTbIMU KapakynsiMu1, TOMbKO yKacatoLle Harmnbin
npukas. MipeHa nobexana 3a AeHbraMu B crianbHI0, HO OHa KyAa-To 3anpsiTana K4 OT LKATYKU U
Tenepb NIMXOPafAoYHO BbiABMrana siliMk 3a SWUKOM, noka He Haluna ero. [poxalumm pykamm
BMOXWna oHa 6ymakku B KOHBEPT 1 caMa oTAana nMcbMo A0XMAaBLIEMYCS Ha napagHoM
nocblinbHOMY. Bce aTo oHa npogenana 6ecco3HaTenbHo, B KAKOM-TO TpaHce, He No3Bonue cebe Hu
cekyHabl konebaHus. 3aTem oHa BepHynach B CTOJIOBYIO — ee OTCYTCTBME ANIUIIOCh He Gonblue
ABYX MUHYT.

Bce monuann. OHa cMyLLIEHHO cena Ha CBOE MEeCTO 1 cobpanacb Hacnex COYMHUTL Kakoe-To
00BbACHEHME, KaK BAPYT pyKa ee Tak 3agpoxana, 4To el NpuLIioChb CNeLwHO NocTaBUTb NOAHATLIN
CTakaH, — B CTpaLLUHOM MCMyre oHa 3aMeTuna, YTo OT BOSIHEHWA OCTaBuIia pacnevyaTtaHHOe NMCbMO
okono ceoero npubopa. OHa yKpaaKkom CKOMKana NIMCTOK, HO, 3aCOBbIBas €ro B KapMaH, NogHsana
rnasa v BCTpeTMnachb C NpucTanbHbIM B3rNsiA0M MyXa, MPOHM3bIBAOLLMM, CYPOBbIM U
CTpaganbyeckum B3rnsgoM, Kakoro HMKorga He Buaena y Hero. VIMeHHo B 3Tu nocrnegHue gHu ero
B3rNsi4 Tak BHE3aMHO 3aroparics HefoBepueM, 4To Bce 06pbIiBanoch y Hee BHYTPU, HO AaTb OTMNOP
oHa 6bina HecriocobHa. OT Takot B3rnsga y Hee Torga Ha 6any oueneHenn Horum, U Takon xe
B3rNsi4 BYEpa HOYbIO KaK KMHXan CBEPKHYI Hag Hewl B nonycHe. M noka oHa TWeTHO cununach
YTO-TO CKasaTb, Y Hee B NaMATM BHE3aMHO BCNSbIIO AAaBHO 3abbiTOe BOCMOMUHAHNE — MYX KaK-TO
pacckasan e, YTo eMy B Ka4eCcTBe afjBokaTa NpULLIIOCb CTOSMKHYTLCA C OAHUM criegoBaTtenem, y
KOTOpPOro 6bIy1 cBOW 0cobbIv NpueM: BO BpeEMSA JoNpoca OH No 6onbllen Yactn cuaen YTKHYBLUMCH B
Oymaru n, TONbKO 3a4aB peLualroLmnin BONpoc, MTHOBEHHO BCKMAbIBAn rnasa, TOYHO HOX BOH3ar
B3NS B pacTepsBLUErocs nNpecTynHuka, a ToT, OCreneHHbIN 3TON APKOM BCMNbILLKOW
NPOHULATENbHOCTU, Tepsn camoobnagaHue 1, NOYyBCTBOBaB CBOe beccunue, nepecrasan
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oTnnpaTtbes. A BOPYr OH caMm Tenepb peLunsn NoynpaxHATbCS B 3TOM ONacHOM UCKyCcCTBe U u3bpan
ee xeptBon? En ctano crpalwHo, Tem 6onee 4YTo OHa 3Hana, Kakyt CTpPacTHOCTb Ncmuxorora,
Aaneko npesocxoadilyto TpeboBaHmsa pUCnpyaeHUnn, BKaabiBan OH B CBOK NMPOdeccuto.
BbicneauTb, packpblTb NpecTynneHne, BbIHyaUTb NPU3HaHNEe — BCe 3TO yBIieKano ero Tak Xxe, kak
APpYrux urpa B KapTbl Unn B N0OOBb, U B T€ OHK, KOraa OH BbiBan 3aHAT TakOW NCUXONOrMYECKOM
CMNEXKOW, OH BeCb BHYTpeHHe ropen. XXryyee 6ecnokoncTso, 3acTaBngaBLUEE €0 HOYN HanponeT
PbITbCS B CTapbIX AaBHO 3abbITbiX Aenax, A5 NOCTOPOHHEro B3rnsaa 6biro CKpbITO 3a Kene3Hon
HenpoHuuaemocTblo. OH Mano en v Nun, TONbKO Kypui HENPEPLIBHO 1 NMOYTU HE FOBOPUST, CITIOBHO
BCE CBOE KpacHopeuune Geper K BbICTYNMEHMIO Ha cyae. VipeHa Tonbko pas npucyTcTBoBana npu ero
3almnTe 1 HX 3a YTO He nowuna Obl BTOPUYHO, Tak ee Hanyrana MmpayvHasi CTpacTHOCTb, NOYTH YTO
SIPOCTHBIN MbIf €r0 PeYN N YTO-TO YrPHOMOE, XXECTOKOE B BblpaXeHUW nvua, 4YTo, Kasanocb en, oHa
BMaena tenepb B €ro npucTanbHOM B3rnage u3-nog rpo3HoO HacynneHHbIX 6poBen.

Bce 9T ganekne BOCNoMMHaHMS pa3oM HaxsblHYN Ha Hee B 3TOT KOPOTKUA MUT 1 HE AaBanu en
BbIMONBUTbL XOTSA Obl cnoBo. OHa Monyana 1 Yem gosnblle Monyana, TeM cunbHee BofHoBarnach,
NnoHMMasl, kak onacHo aTo Mon4yaHue. K cyactbio, 06en CKOpo KOHYMICS, A4eTU BbICKOYUNN U3-3a
cTtona u nobexanu B COCEAHIO KOMHATy C rPOMKUM, BeCenbIM LebeToM, a GOHHa TLWETHO
cTapanacb yTUXoMuMpuTb UX. Myx ToXXe NOAHANCA U, He OrMsiAblBasACb, TSHKENOoW NOCTYNII0 NoLen K
cebe B kKabuHer.

Ensa ocraswnck ogHa, VipeHa gocrana pokoBoe nNncbMo, elle pas npouna: «lpowy HemeaneHHo
BPY4YMTb NnoJaTento Cero CTo KPOH», a 3aTeM SApOCTHO pasopBaria ero Ha Merikmue KNnovku 1
cobpanacb 6bIno BbIOPOCUTL B KOP3UHKY Ans Bymar, HO ogymanach, HarHynach K neyke n 6pocuna
Oymaxkn B oroHb. Korga 6enoe nnams xagHo noxpano 3Ty yrposy, VipeHe ctano nokonHee Ha

ayuie.

B 370 MrHOBEHME OHa ycrbilwana waru Mmyxa — oH Obin yke Ha nopore. OHa Bckovmna, BCs
KpacHasi OT xapa Neyku 1 oT Toro, YTo ee 3acTurnm Bpacnsox. NeyHas asepua Obina ele
npenaTenbCcku OTKpbITa, U VipeHa HeNoBKO NbiTanack 3acnoHuTb ee cobon. Myx nogowlen k ctony,
3aXKer Cnunyky, HamepeBasiCb 3aKypuUTb CuUrapy, 1, Korga oH NnofHec OroHekK K nuuy, VipeHe
nokasanocb, YTO y HEro ApoXxaT HO34pu, — NpU3HaK rHeBa. 3aTeM OH CMOKOWHO B3rNsiHY Ha Hee.

— A XO4Y TOJ1bKO NOAYEPKHYTb, YTO Tbl BOBCE HE obs13aHa nokasbiBaTb MHE CBOM nNucbMa. Ecnn
Tebe yrogHo MMeTb OT MEHA TalHbl — BOMA TBOSI.

OHa monyana, He cMest NOAHATb Ha Hero rnasa. OH NogoXaan MUHYTY, MOTOM C CUON BbIOAOXHYI
CUrapHbIi AbIM W, TPY3HO CTynasi, BbILLEs U3 KOMHAThI.

OHa pelunna XuTb, HU 0 YeM He aymasi, 3a6bITbCSl, OTBMNEYb Ce6s NYCThIMU, HUKYEMHBLIMI
3aHATMAMUK. [loMa el cTano HecTepnnMo, ee NOTSHYNO CHOBa Ha ynuuy, B Tonny, a uHave,
Ka3anocb eii, oHa coraeT ¢ yMa oT cTpaxa. OHa Hageanach, YTO 3TON COTHEN KPOH XOTb Ha
HECKOIbKO [IHE OTKyMNumach OT BbIMOraTernbHULIbI, U MOTOMY OTBaXWIach COBEPLUUTL HEGOMbLLYHO
nporynky, Tem 6ornee 4To Haao GbINo KOe-4YTo KynuTb, a rMaBHOe, OHa BuUaena, kak yauesnsaeT
[OMaLLHNX ee HenpuBbIYHOE NOBeAEHME.

OHa BbipaboTtana cebe ocobbie npuembl 6erctea 13 gomy. C camoro nogbeana oHa, Kak ¢
TpamMnnuHa, 3aKpbIB rnasa, bpocanacs B NoACKYyHo ryuy. NoyyBcTBOBaB Nog Horamum nNivThbl
TpOTyapa, a Kpyrom Tensnbli NoL4CKOW NOTOK, OHA yCTpeMnanachk Kyaa-1o Hayraz c Takou
NMXopagoYHON NOCMNELIHOCTLIO, Kakas TOSNbKO JONyCTUMa 4118 AaMbl, €Cnn OHa He xo4yeT obpaTtuTb
Ha cebsi BHMMaHuWe; rna3 oHa He NoAHUMarna, BrnosyiHe eCTeCTBEHHO 60siCb BCTPETUTb 3HAKOMbIN
yrpoxatowimi B3rnsaa. Ecnu 3a Hen cnegaT, Tak ny4lle XoTb He 3HaTb 06 3TOM. U BCe-Taku HU O YeMm
APYroM oHa AymaTtb He Morna u 6onesHeHHo B3gparusana, koraa KTo-Hubyab crnyyanHo 3agesan
ee. Kaxabin HepB ee Agpoxarn oT ManeuLero Bo3srrnaca, oT 3ByKa LuaroB 3a CrMHOM, OT
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MGJ’IbKHyBLIJGVI MUMO TEHW,; TOJTIbKO B 3KUMaXXe Ui B 4y>KOM AOME MOoria OHa B3AOXHYTb cBobOAHO.

Kakom-To rocnoguH noknoHuncs en. lNogHsB rnasa, oHa y3Hara AaBHero gpyra CBOen CeMbM,
nNpuBETNMBOro, 6ONTNMBOro CTapuyka, OT KOTOPOro OHa Bcerga crapanach yfnM3HyTb, MOTOMY YTO OH
nmen obblIKHOBEHME YacaMu pacckasbiBaTb O CBOMX MESKUX, MOXeT ObITb Jaxe BoobpaXKaeMmblX,
Hegyrax. Ho Tenepb OHa noxanena, YTo orpaHnyYunachk OTBETHLIM MOKMIOHOM; fny4Lle Obl OH nowen
NpoBOXaTb ee — BeAb TakOW CNYTHWK Obln HAaAEXHOW 3aLMTON OT HEOXKNOAHHOMO NocAraTensCcTBa
WwaHTaxumcTkn. OHa xoTena yxe BEPHYTbCSA M OKMUKHYTb €ro, Kak Bapyr er novyaunucb c3aam
YbW-TO TOPOMSMBBLIE LLArk, N OHa MHCTUHKTMBHO puHYrachk Brneped. Ho 060CTpeHHbIM OT yXKaca
YyTbeM OHa yroBuMMa, YTO LWarn 3a CNUHOM TOXe YCKOPAKTCS, U LWa Bce bbicTpee n buicTpee, XOTb
1 NOHMMana, 4YTo BCe paBHO He yNAeT OT npecrnenoBaHuns. Ee nneun B3gparneanu, yxe owyLias
PYKy, KOTOpasi cenyac, CUI0 MUHYTY, LIaru crblwanucb Bce bnmxke, — AOTPOHETCS A0 HUX, N YEM
cKkopee cTaparnacbh oHa 6exaTb, TeEM MeHbLLE NOBUHOBaNUCh en Horu. MNpecnegosaTens 6bin yxe
coBceM 6nun3ko. — MpeHa! — TUX0, HACTOMYMBO OKITMKHYI ee C3aau YeN-TO rofioc; OHa He cpasy
MOHSINa Yen, 3Hana ToNbKO, YTO He TOT, KOTOPOro oHa 6osinack, He rofioc CTpaLIHOW BECTHULbI
HecyacTbs. Co B3goxom obneryeHns oHa obepHynack: aTo 6bin ee NOOOBHUK; OHA OCTaHOBMNACh
Tak pe3Ko, YTO OH YyTb He HaneTen Ha Hee. JInuo ero 6bino 6negHO U Bbipaxarno siBHOe CMSTEHME,
a noj ee 6e3yMHbIM B3rfsi4OM OH OKOHYaTENbHO CMYTUICA. HepelunTensHO NPOTAHY OH PYKY U
CHOBa OMNyCTuWs, MOTOMY YTO OHa He noarna eMy pyku. OHa TONbKO CMOTpPesNia Ha Hero cekyHay, ABe,
— €ero oHa HuKak He oxugana yeBuaeTb. VIMeHHO 0 HeM OHa no3abbina B 3TM MydnTenbHble AHK. Ho
cenvyac, Korga nepeg Hewm o4yTUNoch ero 6negHoe, HegoymeBatoLwee NMLOo C NYCTbIMU Frasamu,
NPU3HaKoM BHYTPEHHEN HEYyBEPEHHOCTN, BOMHa BelueHon 3nobbl HEOXNOAHHO 3aTonuna ee.
Apoxaiume rybbl CUNMAUC YTO-TO BbIFOBOPUTb, @ NMNLO BbINO UCKaXKEHO TaKMM BOSTHEHWEM, YTO OH
B ncnyre nponenetan: — MpeHa, 4to ¢ Tobon? — W, yBnaes ee rHeBHbIN XeCT, [ob6aBun yxe
coBceM cMupeHHo: — YTo a Tebe caenan?

OHa cmoTpena Ha Hero ¢ HeckpbiBaemon 3ro0bon. — Yto? Huuero! PoBHO HMYero! — HacmeLwnmeo
3axoxoTtana oHa. — OgHo Tonbko xopolee! Camoe YTo HM Ha eCTb NpUATHoE!

OH ycTaBuncs Ha Hee pacTepsiHHbIM B3rng40M U JaXe POoT packpbisl OT YAMBMAEHNUSA, OTYEro Nuuo y
Hero ctano 4O CMELHOro 6eccmbICNeHHbIM. — YTO Tbl, YTO Thl, VpeHa!

— He nogHumante wymMa, — pe3Ko 060pBana OHa, — N He HpMKMﬂ,bIBaVITer aypadvykom. Bawa
MUNEeHbKad nogpyxkKa, HaBepHO, YX NoAarnaabiBaceT 1U3-3a yriia U TOJNbKO XAOET, YTOObI HA MEHS
HaKUHYTbCA...

— K10? O koM BbI?

Elf HeyaepxMmMo XoTenocb pa3maxHyTbCs M yaapuUTb N0 3TOMY 3acCTbIBLLUEMY B FMynow rpumace
nuuy. Pyka ee HeBOMbHO CTUCHYNa 30HTMK. Hukoraa ele HUKTO He Gbln el Tak MPOTUBEH U
HEHaBUCTEH.

— Y70 TbI, YTO ThI, peHa, — Bce pacTepsiHHee nenetan oH. — YTo A Tebe caenan?.. Tel BOPYr
nepectana npuxoaunTb... A xay 1e6sa gHM 1 Houu... CerogHa 4 uenbin AeHb NPOoCTosA Yy TBOEro
nogbesna, Ytobbl XOTb MUHYTY MNOrOBOPUTL C TOOON.

— AX, xgewb! Tbl ToxXe! — OHa 4YyBCTBOBanNa, 4Yto OT 31100kl Yy HEe yM MyTUTCs. BoT yaaputb 6bl
ero no nuuy — kakoe 370 661510 661 06neryeHne! Ho oHa caepkanachk, eLle pas C Xryyemn
HEHaBMCTbIO NOCMOTPENa Ha Hero, YyTb He nogaanacb cobnasHy UsnuTb BCHO HAKOMUBLLYHOCS
APOCTb B OCKOPOUTENbBHbIX CNI0Bax, a BMECTO 9TOro BAPYr NOBEPHYSACh U, HE OrNAabIBasiCb, BHOBb
HbIPHYMa B NIOACKOW NOTOK. A OH TaK M 3aCTblf1 HA MeCTe, pacTePSAHHbIN, UCMYTraHHbIW, C YMONAOLLE
NPOTAHYTOM PYKOW, NoKa yrnn4Hasi CyToroka He nogxasaTtusa u He NoHecrna ero, kKak HeceT peka
ONaBLUWN NIUCT, @ OH NPOTUBUTCH, TPENeLa n Kpy>kacb, Noka 6€3B0SIbHO HE MOKOPUTCSA TEYEHMIO.

Ho VpeHe, Buaumo, He cyxgeHo 6bino npegaBaTthCs yTelnTenbHbIM Hagexaam. Ha cnegyowmn
e OeHb HOBasi 3anucka, kak HoBbIN yaap buya, nogxnecTtHyna ee ocnabeswwmnin 6110 cTpax. Ha
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cen pa3 y Hee TpeboBanu ABeCTM KPOH, 1 oHa 6e3ponoTHO oTaana 3T AeHbrn. Ee yxxacano ato
CcTpeMuTenbHoe HapacTaHue TpeboBaHWiA, OHa NOHUMana, YTO CKOpO He B cunax byaet
yOOBNETBOPUTb NX, OO XOTb OHA 1 NpUHaANeXarna Kk CoOCTOSATeNbHOW ceMbe, HO He Morna
He3aMeTHO ypblBaTb TakMe 3Ha4YUTENbHbIE CyMMbI. [1a 1 kK Yyemy 370 npueeneT? OHa He
COMHeBarnacb, 4YTO 3aBTpa C Hee NoTpPeOylT YeTbIpecTa KPOH, @ HEMHOIO NMOroAs LENyo Tbicady, 1
yem Gonblue oHa gacT, Tem bonblue y Hee ByayT BbIMOraTb, KOra e ee CpefcTBa UCCSAKHYT, BCe
3TO KOHYMUTCSH aHOHMMHbIM NUCbMOM, KaTacTpodon. OHa onnadneana TofbKo BPEMS, TONbKO
nepeabliLLKy, ABa-TPU AHs, camoe bornbluee — HeJernto OTCPOYKN. HO Npu 3TOM CKONBbKO HUYEM He
OKynaembIX YacoB My4YnTenbHoro oxmaanus!.. OHa 6bina He B cunax HU Yntatb, HU 4eM-nnbo
3aHMMaTbCs, CTpax, TOYHO 3M0N AeMOH, He AaBan en nokost. OHa yyBcTBOBana cebs
no-Hactosiemy 6onbHoN. BpemeHamn y Hee HaumHanochb Takoe cepauebneHne, 4To oHa He Morna
AepxaTtbCsl Ha Horax, TpeBora TOMHO pacnnaBfeHHbIM CBUHLIOM HanvBana ee Teno, HO, HECMOTpS
Ha My4YMTENbHYIO YCTanoCTb, CNaTh OHA TOXe He Morna. M XoTsa Kaxabii HepB ee ApoXxan, el Hago
6b1n10 ynbibaTbes, NPUTBOPATLCA GecneyHon, U HAKTO gaxe npeactaBuTb cebe He Mor, Kakoro
HeckasaHHOro HanpshKeHus ctomna aTa MHMMas BECEeNoCTb, CKONbKO NOAMMHHOIO reporama 6biio B
3TOM NMOBCEeAHEBHOM N DecLenbHOM Hacunuu Hag cobon.

N3 Bcex ee OKpyKaloLMX TONBKO OAMH YenoBeK, Ka3anock e, CMyTHO JOorafbiBarncs 0 TOM, KakoBO
y Hee Ha aylue, AoragsiBancs nvilb NOTOMy, YTo cneavn 3a Heit. OHa YyBCTBOBana, YTo OH
HEMNpPepbIBHO 3aHAT €10, Kak OHa UM, U 3Ta YBEPEHHOCTb 3acTaBnsana ee ObiTb NOCTOAHHO
HacTopoxe. Tak OHW AeHb MU HOYb BbICNEXUBANN 1 NoakapaynvMeanv Apyr apyra, U Kaxabli
cTaparncs BblBegaTb TaliHy OPYroro v NoHagexXHee ckpblTb CBOK. My ToXe M3MeHuncs 3a
nocnegHee BpeMs. [po3Has crnegoBaTenbCkasi CypoOBOCTb NEPBbIX AHEN YCTyNunna MecTto
Nto6OBHOMY BHUMaHWIO, HEBOSbHO HANMOMUHAaBLLEMY VipeHe Ty nopy, Koraa oH Gbin keHnxom. OH
obpaluarncs ¢ Hei, CNoBHO ¢ GoNbHOW, CMyLLas ee cBoel 3ab6oTNMBOCTLI0. Y Hee cepaue
3amuparno, korga oHa BuAena, kak oH YyTb He MOACKa3blBaeT el cnacuTenbHOe CroBo, Kak
cTapaeTcs caenaTb NpyM3HaHMe 3aMaH4YMBO NETKUM; OHa NOHUMara ero HamepeHue, Gbina emy
GnarogapHa u pagoBanacb ero gobpote. Ho BMecTe ¢ TennbiM YyBCTBOM POCIO M YyBCTBO CTbIAa,
KOTOpOE CKOBbIBAmo el ycTa CuIbHee, YeM npexHee HegoBepue.

B oavH 13 3TuUX gHEen OH 3aroBOpUI OTKPbLITO, MAAs en Npsimo B rnasa. OHa BepHynach JOMON U
y>Xe N3 nepeaHen ycrnbiana rpoOMKUM pasroBop; Pe3knn, pelunTenbHbIN rofoc MyXa 1 Bop4inmeas
CKOPOroBopka BOHHbI Nepemexanucb ¢ BCxnunbiBaHuamu. CHavyana oHa ucnyranacbk. Ctouno en
ycnblwaTb JOMa rPOMKUIA, B3BOSTHOBAHHbLIM pa3roBop, Kak OHa BCA CheXxusanacbk. Ha Bce
BbIxoAdLLee 3a npegerbl 06bIAeHHOCTU OHa TeNepb OT3bliBanachb CTPAxoM, LWEMSLLUM CTPaxoMm, YTO
NMMCbMO YXXe NMpULLNO K TanHa pasobnaveHa. OTKpbIB ABEPb, OHA Npexae Bcero 6pocana Ha nuua
AOMaLLHMX TOPONSIMBLIN B3NS4, XagHO BOMPOLLAKLWMA, HE CyYUIIOCh N Yero B ee OTCYTCTBUE, He
paspasunach N yxe katactpoda. Ho TyT oHa noyTu cpasy xe ycrnokounach, NOHSAB, YTO 3TO
MPOCTO AeTcKas ccopa M HeYTO BPOAE MMNPOBM3NpoBaHHOro cyaebHoro pasbupatenscrea. Kak-1o
Ha QHSX 0gHa U3 TETOK nodapuria MasibymKy NecTpyro UrpyLleYvHyo NowaaKy, YTo Bbi3Baro 3aBUCTb
y MragLwen cecTpeHku, nony4vmeLLen nogapkm noxyxe. OHa nblTanacb NpeabsBUTbL CBOM NpaBa Ha
nowagky, Aa Tak HaCToMYMBO, 4YTO BpaT 3anpeTun en BoobLye TporaTb UrPyLLKY; TOr4a OHa cnepsa
packpuyanach, a NnoToM 3atamnach B 3f106HOM, yNpsaMOM MonYaHun. Ho HayTpo nowagku Bapyr He
CTano; Kak H1 nckan ee marnbuyraH, oHa 6eccneHo nc4esna, noka nponaxy cry4amHo He
OBHapyXunu B rneydke: AepeBsHHbIe YacTu ee ObInn pa3fioMaHbl, NecTpas WKypka cogpaHa, a
BHYTPEHHOCTW BbINOTPOLLEHbI. [Togo3peHne ectecTBEHHbLIM 0Opa3oM nano Ha AeBOYKY —
Marnb4yraH ¢ peBoMm 6pocuncs K OTuUy XKanosaTbCs Ha 06MaYunLy, 1 TOMBbKO YTO Havancs gonpoc.

Cya gnuncs Hegonro. [leByypka cnepBa 3anvpanach, NpaBaa ¢ KOH@Y3MBO OMyLLEHHLIMU
rmaskamu v npegaTtenbCcKoi ApoXbio B ronioce; 60HHa CBUAETENbCTBOBANa NPoTUB Hee, OHa
cribllana, Kak JeBoyka B Mbiny Aocaibl rpo3nnack BeIGPOCUTL roLaaKy 3a OKHO, YTO MaroTka
TLLETHO MbiTanacb OTpMLUaTh, NOTOM NPOM30LLIa MarneHbkas CLiEHKa Co cre3aMm pebsybero
oTYyasiHuSA. VipeHa HeOoTCTYNMHO CMOTpena Ha MyXa; y Hee ObINo Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO OH NpaBuUT cya
He HaZ [OYKOW, a pellaeT cobCTBEHHYIO ee cyabby, Beab 3aBTpa yXKe oHa cama, ObiTb MOXeT,
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OyaeT cToATb Nepen HUM C TakMM XXe TPENEeTOM M OTBeYaTb TaKUM XKe CPbIBAOLLIMMCS TOSTOCOM.
My gepxkancs cTporo, noka AeBouka frana u otpuvuana CBOK BMHY, HO MOCTENEHHO, Lar 3a Lwarom
OH CINOMWI ee YNOpPCTBO, HX pa3y He Bbika3aB pa3gpaxeHusi. Korga xxe Ha CMeHy IkKn NpuyLio
ynpsiMmoe Morn4yaHue, OH cTar NnackoBO yroBapuBaTb €€, A0Ka3blBaTb YyTb HE €CTEeCTBEHHOCTb
Takoro AypHoro nodyxaeHnsa n o HEKOTOPOW CTENEHU U3BUHAN €€ ragkuin NocTynok TEM, YTO B
nopbIBE 3MOCTM OHA He nogymarna, Kak oropumt 6pata. OH Tak Tenno n yéegntenbHO 06 bACHUN
AEBOYKE ee BbIXOAKY KakK HEYTO BMOSIHE MOHATHOE N BCE XXe JOCTOMHOE NOPULAHUSA, YTO MarntoTka
NnocTeneHHO pa3Msikna 1, HakoHeL, 3apeBerna HaB3pbla. M TyT )e CKBO3b criesbl npusHanachb BO
BCEM.

NpeHa Gpocrnack 0GHUMATBL NravyLlyto 404Ky, HO Ta cepamuTo OTTONKHyNa matb. My B CBOHO
ouyepeb YyNpekHyn ee 3a HEYMECTHYHO XarocCTb, — OH He cobuMparncst ocTaBnAaTb NPOCTYMNOK
6e3Haka3aHHbIM M Ha3HaYUI HUNTOXHYIO, HO ANs pebeHka YyBCTBUTENbHYIO Kapy: AeBoYke Obino
3anpeLLeHo ATU 3aBTpa Ha AETCKMI NpasaHuK, KOTOPOMY OHa pajoBanach yxe AaBHo. C peBom
BbICNyLLana masntoTka NPUroBop, a MarnbyyraH LyMHO Bblipa3ui CBOE TOPXXECTBO, OKa3aBLLEeCs
npexaeBpeMEHHbIM: 3a Takoe 3/110paAcTBO eMy TOXe He NO3BONWAM NOWTU Ha 3aBTpaLLHU
npasgHuk. OnevaneHHble 4eT B KOHLE KOHLIOB YAanummnCb, TONbKO OBLLHOCTb Haka3aHUs HEMHOIO
yTewmna ux, a ipeHa octanacb HaeguHe ¢ MyXeMm.

BoT noaxogawmin cny4van, nodyBCcTBOBana oHa, OTOPOCUTL BCAKME HAMEKM, CBA3AHHbIE C BUHOM U
npusHaHmeM pebeHka, n NPAMO 3aroBOpPUTb O COBCTBEHHOW BMHE. ECnun My 611arockinoHHo npumeT
ee 3aCTyMHMYECTBO 3a A0YKY, 3TO OyaeT el 3HAKOM, YTO OHa MOXET OTBaXXUTbCHA 3aroBOPUTL O
cebe.

— Ckaxu, ®puu, — Havana oHa, — HEYXenu Xe Tbl AeACTBUTENBHO He NYCTULb AeTen Ha
npasgHukK? 9To ByaeT Ans HUX yXKacHoe oropyeHne — ocobeHHo ansa mantoTkn. K yemy Takas
cTporas kapa? Beab HM4Yero ocobeHHo CTpallHOro oHa He caenana. Ul tebe He xanb ee?

OH nocmoTpen Ha XeHy.

— Tl cnpalwmBaellb: HeYyXXenu MHe ee He xanb? CerogHsa yxe HeT. [locne Toro kak ee Hakasanu,
eun cTano ropasgo ferye, XoTb OHa cenyac u oropyeHa. No-HacTosLemMy HecyacTHa OHa bbina
BUYEpa, Koraa 3ronosyyHas fowagka nexana B neyke. Becb 4om pasbickuBan ee, a MmasntoTka
HenpepbIBHO ApoXana OT cTpaxa, YTo nponaxy BOT-BOT 0OHapyxat. CTpax Xy>xe HakasaHus. B
Haka3aHUW eCcTb HeYTOo onpeaeneHHoe. Benuko N oHo, nnu marno, Bce ny4yule, 4em
HeonpeaeneHHOCTb, YeM HECKOHYaeEMbIN yXXac oxungaHus. EgBa TonbKko oHa y3Hana, Kak ee
HakaxyT, en cTano nerko. lNyctb Teba He cmyLLaloT cresbl — cenvac OHM TONbKO BbipBasCh
HapyXy, paHbLle OHU CKOMAANUCb BHYTPU. A TauTb UX BHYTPU Kyaa 6onbHee.

MpeHa nocmoTpena Ha myxa. En kaszanocb, 4To Kaxxgoe CrioBo METUT NpsiMo B Hee. Ho OH Kak
OyaTo U He Aymarn o Hew.

— Bepb MHe, 3T0 MMeHHO Tak. S aTo Habnogan u B cyae v Bo BpeMsi cneacteus. bonblue Bcero
06BUHSIEMblE CTpPaaloT OT YyTanBaHWs NpaBabl, OT Yrpo3bl ee packpbliTus. Kak MyynTenbHa
Heo6XoaUMOCTb 3aluMLLaTh NOXb OT MHOXECTBA CKPbITbIX Hanaaok! CTpallHO CMOTPeTb, Kak
N3BUBAETCSI U KOPUMTCS OOBMHSAEMbIN, KOrAa U3 HEro KrneLwamm NpuxoamnTcs BblpblBaTb NpU3HaHMeE.
NHorga oHo yxxe CoBCeM Ha si3blke, HEMPeoaonMMas cuna nogHsna ero n3 caMbiX COKPOBEHHbIX
TaMHWKOB, OHO OYLUMT MPECTYMHUKA, OHO YK€ FOTOBO NPeTBOPUTLCH B CNOBa — W BAPYT Kakas-To
3nasi Bossi OBrageBaeT MM, HEMOCTWXKMMas MOMECh YNpsSIMCTBa U CTpaxa, OH NofaBnsieT
npu3HaHue, 3aroHsIeT ero BHyTpb. M 6opbba HaumnHaeTcs cbidHoBa. Cyabu nHoraa ctpagaroT oT
aToro 6onbLue, YeM xepTBbl. A 0OBUHSIEMbIE BUAST B CYAbsIX BPAroB, XOT HA camMOM Aene Cyabn —
NX MOMOLLHUKM. A MHe, KaK X afBokaTy, KaK 3alMTHMKY, crnegoBarno Obl npegocTeperatb MOMX
NOAOMNEYHbIX OT NPU3HAHMIN, NOAAEPXKMBATbL M NOOLLPSTL UX JTOXKb, HO Y MEHS 4YacTo BCE BHYTPU
NPOTUBUTCS 3TOMY — CIIMLLKOM YK OHM CTpadatoT OT Heo6X0aUMOCTHM 3anmpaTtbCcsl, ropasno
6onblue, YeM OT NpU3HaHKA 1 nocneayowen kapbl. MHe cobCTBEHHO 40 CUX MOP HEMOHSATHO, Kak
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MO>XHO COBEPLUUTb NPOCTYMNOK, CO3HaBas BCIO CBSI3aHHYHO C HUM OMacHOCTb, a MOTOM He UMETb
My>KecTBa Npu3HaTbCs B Hem. ManoayLuHbIi cTpax nepes peLumnTenbHbIM CITOBOM, Ha MOW B3rNsA,
NOCTbIAHEE BCAKOro NPECTYNNeHus.

— Tbl AyMaelLlb. .. NO-TBOEMY... TOMNbKO CTpax yaepXxmBaeT niogen? A MoxeT... He cTpax... a CTbig
MeLlaeT YernoBeKy pacKkpbITbCs... pa3obnadnte cebs... nepeq NOCTOPOHHUMN?

My)K YOAUBIIEHHO B3rNAHYJ1T Ha Hee. OH He NMPUBLIK CIbllIAaTb OT HEE BO3pPa>KeHUnA. Ho BbickaszaHHag
€0 MbICIb Nopas3uniia ero.

— Thbl roBOpULLIbL — CTbiA, Aa Bedb 3TO... Kak Obl cKasaTb... 3TO TOXE CBOEro poAa CTpax... TONbKO
BbICLUErO NOpsiAKa... CTpax He Nnepef HakasaHWewm, a... Hy Aa, S NoOHUMalo. ..

OH BCKOYMN, AIBHO B3BOSTHOBAHHbIN, U 3aluarasn no KomHate. 9Ta MbICllb, no-sManMMomy, 3agerna B
HEM CaMble HYYBCTBUTEJIbHbIE CTPYHbI, CUIMTbHO pacTpeBOXuiia ero. B,qpyr OH OCTaHOBUIICA.

— [onyckato... MOXHO CTbIAUTLCHA MOCTOPOHHMX... TOMNMbI, KOTOPAs Bbly>XMBAET U3 ra3eT YyXyto
Oeny, cmakyeT ee n obnmsbiBaeTcs... Ho Beab 65IM3KMM-TO MOXHO MPU3HATLCA. ..

— A 4TO, ecnu... — oHa OTBepHynacbk; OH CMOTPEes Ha Hee O4YeHb NpuUcTarnbHO, U OHa YyBCTBOBAana,
4YTO Yy Hee cpblBaeTcs ronoc. — Y7o, ecnu... caMbiM 6M3KNMM 0COGEHHO CTbIAHO NPU3HATLCS. ..

OH ocTaHoBUNCS nepen HeW, IBHO HOpa)i(eHHbIVI.

— Tak no-TBOEMY... MO-TBOEMY... — FOfI0C €ro cpasy cran Apyrum, MArkuMm, rnyookum... —
no-tTBoemy, JleHxeH nerye 6bino Obl pacckaszaTb O CBOEM NPOCTYMNKE KOMY-HUOYab OpYromy...
Hanpumep... 6oHHe, a To en...

— 4 B 9TOM yBepeHa... OHa Tak gonro otTnupanacb nepeg To060M UMEHHO MO3TOMY... HY, MOTOMY,
YTO TBOE MHEHUE el BaXkHee BCcero, YTo Teds oHa nodut Gonblue BCexX...

OH 3agymancs Ha Mur.

— Moxanyn, Tbl NpaBa, ga, HaBepHsika npasa. Kak cCTpaHHO... MHe 3To He nNpuxoguno B ronosy. Ho,
KOHEYHO, Tbl NpaBa, N 9 He Xo4y, YTobbI Tbl AyMana, YTo 9 He MOry NpPoCTUTb... HeT, UMeHHO Tbl He
AOIKHa Tak gymatb, MpeHa...

OH cmoTpen Ha Hee, 1 OHa YyBCTBOBana, YTo KpacHeeT nof ero B3rnsgoM. YMbILWIEHHO OH Tak
roBOPUT, U 3TO CNYY4anHOCTb, KOBapHasi, ornacHas cny4yanHocTb? Bce Ta xe MmyuutensHas
HEepeLIMOCTb TArotTena Hag Hew.

— Mpurosop kaccupoBaH. — OH 3ameTHO noBecenen. — JleHxeH cBoboaHa, 1 cam cenyac 06 aTom
o6bsaBnto. Hy, Tl goBonbHa MHOK? Vinun Tebe elue yero-Hmbyab xodeTtcs... Buanwb... s cerogHs
HaCcTpOeH 6narodyLwHo. .. MOXeT ObITb, OT pagoCTH, YTO BOBPEMS CNIOXBATUIICS, NMOHAS, YTO ObIN
Hecnpaseanus. OTo bonbloe obnerdyeHne, VipeHa, odeHb 60sbLUoeE. ..

OHa, ka3anocb eu, NoHsNa, YTO UMEHHO OH XOYET NoAYEPKHYTb. MIHCTUHKTMBHO OHa NOTSHYNach K
Hemy, CNoBO y>xe roToBo 6bino copBaTtbes ¢ ee ryb. N oH Toxxe npnbnumaunca K Hen, kak dyaTo
XOTen NoCKopee CHATb C Hee To, YTO ee yrHeTtano. Ho TyT oHa BCTpeTuna ero B3rnsa, ropswun
anyHbIM HETEPMNEHMEM, XXaXXO0N yCnbllWwaTb ee NpM3HaHne, NPOHUKHYTb B €€ TalHy, U B HEN COBHO
4yTO-TO 06opBanocb. OHa ypoHUna NPOTAHYTYHO PYKY 1 OTBEpHynack. Bce HanpacHo, Aymana oHa,
HWKOr4a He XBaTUT Y Hee CUN NPOU3HECTUN TO €ANHCTBEHHOE CNacuTenbHOE COBO, KOTOPOE XOKET
ee, nuwaet nokos. Kak packatbl 65iM3kon rpo3bl Npo3By4vano npegynpexaeHue, Ho VipeHa 3Hana,
YTO el BCe pPaBHO He CNacTUCb, U B TaHMKaX AYLIN yXXe XOTena Toro, 4ero Ao cux nop Tak 6oanaco:
4yTOObI CKOpee CBEPKHYa OYNCTUTENbHASA MOMHUSA, YTOObLI BCE CTano M3BECTHO.
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Ee xenaHuio, BUANMO, Cy>KOEHO BbISI0 UCMOMHUTLCSA CKopee, YeM OHa npeanonarana. bopbba
anunack yxe ase Hegenwu, MipeHa gowna 4O NOSTHOro u3HemoxeHus. MNocnegHue Yetblipe AHSA
LWAHTaXMCTKa He nogasana Npu3HakoB XW3HWU, HO CTpax NPOYHO BbeSCs B MMOTb U KPOBb MpeHbl,
— NpW KaXkgoM 3BOHKE Ha NapagHOM OHa BCKakuMBana, YTobbl nepexBaTuTb HOBblE BbiIMOraTenbCkme
TpeboBaHuna. OHa xgana ux HeTepnenueo, YyTb HE CTPACcTHO, — BeAb YOOBNETBOPYB 3TU
TpeboBaHuA, oHa nokynana cebe uenbii Bedep NOKOS, HECKONbKO MUPHbIX YacoB B 0bLLecTBe
aeTen, NPorynky.

N Ha aTOT pas, ycnblwas 3BOHOK, OHa Bpocunack Kk napagHon ABepu, OTKpbINa U B NEPBYH MUHYTY
yAMBUach Npu BMAE MbILLHO pa3oAeTon AaMbl, HO TYT e UCMYyraHHO LapaxHynach, y3HaB nof
HOBOMOZHOW LUNSAMNKOW HEHABUCTHYH (DM3NOHOMUIO BbIMOraTeNbHMULbI.

— A, Bbl gomMa, dpay BarHep. MHe noBesno. ¥ MeHsi K Bam BaxkHoe Aerno. — He goxmnaasch oTBeTa
pacTtepsiHHOW VpeHbl, KOTopas ApoXallen pykon yxsaTunach 3a ABepb, BbiIMOraTenbHULa BoLwuna u
npexage Bcero nofioxuna 30HTUK, KpUYaLLmii KpacHbIN 30HTUK, O4EBMAHO NEPBbIN Mo ee
rpabutenbckmnx Haberos. [1BMranacb oHa ¢ HeOObIYaNHOW YBEPEHHOCTbLIO, TOYHO B CBOEWN
coBCTBEHHOM KBApPTUpPE; OKUHYB n3daLLHoe YopaHCTBO 040bpuTenbHbIM U SIBHO Y40BETBOPEHHBLIM
B3rnsiAoM, oHa 6e3 npurnalieHuns npocnegosarna K nonyoTBOPEHHOM ABEPU B rocTUHyto. — Croaa,
He npasga Nn? — cnpocuna oHa ¢ 3aTaeHHOM HaCMELLKOW, 1 Korda OHemMeBLlasa OT NOoTPSACEeHUs
WpeHa >xecTom nonbiTanack OCTaHOBUTb €€, YCNoKoMTeNbHO fobasuna: — Ecnv Bam HenpuaTHO, S
He 3agepXyCb, AefI0 MUHYTHOE.

NpeHa B6ecnpekocnoBHO noluna 3a Hel. BTopxkeHne WaHTaXncTku B ee I0M, CBOEN HArnocTbto
npeB3oLLEeLIee BCe camble CTpallHble 0XnaaHus, COBEpPLUEHHO oLlenomuno ee. En kazanoce,
OyaTOo 3TO COH.

— H-pa, Hnyero He ckaxelub, 6oraTo XuBeTe, — C HECKPbIBAaEMbIM YA0BOMBLCTBMEM 3aMeTunNa
LWAHTaXWUCTKa, ycaxunsadachb B Kpecrio. — MSrko-T1o kak. A ckonbko kapTuH! TyT TONbKO n
noHnmaeLwb Hawe yboxecTBo. borato Bbl xuBeTte, opay BarHep, oueHb 6orato.

I'Ip|/| Buae npecrtynHuubl, yD,O6HO pacnono>|<|/|Bu_|e|7|c9| Y Hee B KOMHaTaXx, HeCHaCTHaA XeHLlnHa He
Bblaepiaa u gara BoJit0 BO3MYLLUEHUIO.

— YT0 Bam OT MeHsa Hafo, noanas Bbl WaHTaXucTKa! Kak Bbl cMenu npunTn Ko MHe gomon! He
aymanTe, 1 He NO3BOSI Tak U3MbIBaTbCA HA40 MHOW. A Bac...

— [oBOpUTE NoTULIE, — NpepBana Ta ¢ ockopobuTenbHOM haMnnbspHOCTLIO. — [1BEpb OTKPbITA,
npucnyra ycnbiwmnT. MHe-To yto! A Beab He ckpbiBatoch. focnoam 6oxe mon! He Bce nn MHe paBHO
— B TIOpbMe N cnaeTb, unu 6eacTeoBaTth Ha Bone. A BaM Obl crieqoBano ObiTb NOOCTOPOXHEE,
dpay BarHep. [JaBante s npexae BCEro 3akpoto ABEPb, Ha Crydan ecnu Gbl Bbl B3gymManu ondatb
norops4nTbCA. TOMbKO 3HaNTe 3apaHee, 6paHbl0 MEHS He NPOVMELLb.

Ha kopoTkoe MrHoBeHue rHeB npugan VipeHe cunbl, HO Tenepb OHa CHOBa NoYyBCTBOBana cebs
BecnomoLLHOM nepe HEBO3MYTUMOW HarfocTbio NPOTUBHULLI. Kak pebeHOoK, OXXnaatoLwmin, Kakom
eMy 3aafyT YPoK, CTOsifia OHa UCMYraHHO U NOYTU CMUPEHHO.

— Hy BOT, 3Ha4nT HE3a4eM HaM BOSbIHKY pa3BoauTb. KUBeTCcA MHe He CragKko, 4 Beb BaMm
roBopusia. A yx AaBHO 3agosnkana 3a ksapTupy. [1a u KpoMe TOro MHe KOe-4TO HYXHO. Xo4eTcs
Koraa-Hmbyap B30OXHYTb cBOOOAHO. BOT 51 K Bam 1 npuina 3a noMowbto. [lante MHe... Hy, CKaXeM,
YyeTblpecTa KpOH.

— 4 He mory, — nponeneTtana VMpeHa, ncnyraslmnck pasmepoB CyMMbl, KOTOPOW Y HEE U B CAMOM
[ene He ObINo HaNMMYHOCTU, — Y MEHsl HeT TakuxX AeHer. 3a aTOT Mecsl, A y)xe Aarna Bam Tpucrta
KPOH.

— Hy, kak-HMbyab Hackpebute, nogymanTe XopoLeHbko. Kak Takon 6oraduke He HanTK geHer?
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CTouT TONbKO 3axoTeTb. [NNogymanTe XOpOLLEHBbKO, aBOCb HanaeTe.
— [la HeT y MeHsa Takux geHer. A 6bl OXOTHO fana Bam, HO Y MeHs HeT. BOT cTO KpoH A 6bl Mmorna...

— A MHe HyXHO YeTblpecTa, — oTpesana Ta, kak OyaTo aaxe ockopbneHHas Takum
npeasioXKeHnem.

— MonmuTte, y MeHsa nx HeT! — B oT4YasAHMM BOCKNMKHYNa MpeHa. «A BOpyr cenvac npuget Myx, —
Aymaria oHa, — OH KaXkaQyt MUHYTY MOXET npuntu». — [lato Bam CrnoBo, HerT...

— Hy, Tak goctaHbTe rae-Hnbyab. ..
— He mory.
LaHTaxuncTka ornsgena VpeHy ¢ ronosbl 40 HOT, CITOBHO NPUKUAbIBasi ee BO3MOXHOCTW.

— Hy, BoT, Hanpumep, konbLuo... Ecnn ero 3anoxuTb, oHO Bce okynuT. NpaBaa, 9 He 60NbHO-TO
pa3bupaocb B ParoLeHHOCTAX... Y MEHSI UX cpoay He BbiBano... HO YeTbIpecTa KpoH, NO-MOEMY,
3a Hero gagyT...

— Kak! KonbuLo? — BckpukHyna MpeHa. 3TO KONbLO My>X nogapuin en B AeHb MOMOSIBKAU, U OHa
HOCWMa ero He CHMUMasi; KomnbLO BbINO 04EeHb JOPOroe, C KPYMHbIM LIEHHBIM KaMHEM.

— A no4vemy Obl 1 HET? A NpuwNo Bam NOMbapaHYO KBUTAHLMIO, MOXETe ero BblKynuTb, korga
3axoTute. A Begb He HaBoBce ero 6epy, Ha YTo BegHON XeHLMHE Takoe BoraToe KonbLO.

— 3a 410 Bbl MeHA npecnenyete n mydyaete? A He mory... [Nonmute xe, He Mmory... A genana Bce,
yTo morna. NMonmute ato! MNoxanente meHs!

— A MeHs1 HUKTO He noxanen. NMycTb, Mo, noabixaeT ¢ ronogy. OTyero e 3TO A AOMKHa XaneTb
Takyto borayky?

NpeHa xoTena oTBETUTb PE3KOCTLIO, HO TYT OHA yChbillana, Kak X/onHyna BxoaHasi ABEpb, U KPOBb
3acTbina y Hee B xunax. [JomkHo BbiTb, 3TO MyX BEPHYICS U3 KOHTOpPbLI. He nomHs cebsi oHa
copBana c nanbLa KomnbLio MU CyHyra BbiMOraTesnbHuLE, a Ta He 3ameanuna ero npunpsTaTb.

— He Golitecb, 81 celyac CMOKCb, — YCMOKOUTENbHO 3aMeTuna noceTuTenbHLa, YBUAEB, Kakon
HEeBbIPa3MMbIii y)kac HanMcaH Ha nuue MpeHbl 1 Kak HanpsikeHHO OHa NMPUCHYLUMBAETCS K MYXXCKUM
Liaram, IBCTBEHHO AOHOCUBLUMMCS U3 NepeaHein. OTBOPMB ABEPb, LUAHTAXUCTKA NOKNOHUNAach
MY>Ky VIpeHbl, KOTOpbIN Bpocun Ha Hee paccesiHHbIN B3rnsA4, U yaanunacs.

— OTa Aama npuxoguna koe 0 YeM y3HaTb, — cobpaB nocnegHve cunbl, NosicHnna Mpewa, kak
TONbKO 3a TOW 3axronHynack Asepb. Camoe cTpalHoe MnHoBano. My HU4ero He OTBETUI U
HEBO3MYTMMO MPOLLEN B CTOSOBYHO, rae ye Oblfio HaKkpbITO K 06eay.

WpeHe ka3zanocb, 6yaTo y Hee ropuT TO MECTO Ha narnbLe, KOTopoe 0ObI4HO XONOAMI 30510TOM
06pyyuK KonbLa, 1 ByaTO Kaxabli HEeNPeMeHHO 06paTUT BHUMAaHNE Ha 3TO OrOfIEHHOE MECTO, Kak
Ha no3opHoe knenmo. 3a 06eaoM OHa BCe BpeMS cTaparnacbh NpATatb pyKy, HO NPU 3TOM Kakoe-TO
HebbIBano 060CTPEHHOE YyTbe HALLEeNTbIBAMO €1, YTO MYX HE CMyCKaeT rnas c ee pyku, cneauT 3a
KaxabiM ee aBmxeHnem. OHa nbiTanacb OTBMEYb ero U HENpPepbIBHLIMK BOMpocamMu nogaepxmneana
beceny. OHa obpallanacbk K MyxXy, K 4eTsaM, K GBOHHe, BCeMU cunamMmu OXuBana ene TrnerLwmn
pas3roBop, HO CUMbI e U3MEHSANKM 1 Pa3roBop TO U Aeno nccskan. OHa ctapanach kasaTbcs
BECENON N pa3BecenuTb OCTanbHbIX, NOAAPa3HMBanNa geTen, HaTpaBnueana nux gpyr Ha ApyxKy, HO
OHW HEe CCOPWINCb N HE CMESANIUCL: OHa U caMa Co3HaBarna, YTo B BECESIOCTN ee YyBCTBOBaSlOCb
NPUTBOPCTBO, KOpobumBLLee Bcex. Kak oHa HKU nsoLpsinack, Bce ee ycunums Gbinm HanpacHsb!.
HakoHel, oHa yToMmunack 1 3amonyana. OcTtanbHble TOXe MoSyanu; oHa cribilana Tonbko
no3BsikMBaHMe Nocyabl Aa HapacTaloLWMn BHYTPEHHWIA TONOC cTpaxa.
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— A kyga Tbl Aena KonbLo? — Cnpocun BAPYr MyX.

OHa B3gporHyna. BHyTpeHHWI ronoc BHATHO NPOU3HEC: KOHYeHO! HO 4TO-TO B Hew eLle He xenano
caaBatbcs. Hapo B3aTb cebs B pyku, HAUTK CUnbl ANS O4HOW TONbKO dpasbl, OAHOrO CroBa.
MpnaymaTb 0gHY TONLKO MNOCHEAHIO NOXb.

— 4... 4 oTAana ero NOYNCTUTL.

N obogpeHHas cCoGCTBEHHOW BblAYMKOW, OHa pelunTenbHo gobasuna: — NocnesasTpa oHo Oyger
roToBO.

MNocnesaBTpa. Tenepb oHa cBa3ana cebsa. Ecnu en HU4ero He yaacTca caenatb, Noxb byaeT
pasobnayeHa, n Toraa scemy KoHeu. OHa cama HadHauduna cebe Cpok, U CKBO3b XaocC cTpaxa BApyr
nNpobunnocb HOBOE YyBCTBO, YYBCTBO PagoCTH, YTO pasBsA3ka Tak 6nm3ka. [ocnesasTpa: cpok
OKasaH, 1 U3 3TON HEMPENOXHOCTN POAMMIOChE HeOBblYaHOEe CNOKONCTBME, 3arfnyLumBLLee CTpaXx.
N3HyTpW nogbiManocb 4TO-TO HOBOE, HOBas CuMa, Cuna XvTb U Cuna ymepeTb.

TBepaasi yBepeHHOCTb B 6rIM3KONM pa3Bs3ke HEOXNOaHHbLIM 06pa3oM NposACHMMIA BCE B €€ AyLUe.
CwmsiTeHme Kak no BonwebCcTBY CMEHMNOCH YETKOCTBIO MbILLIIEHUS, CTPaX YCTYMNUIT MECTO
HenpuBbLIYHOMY el MPOo3pavyHOMY MOKOK, CKBO3b MPMU3MY KOTOPOro OHa BAPYr SICHO yBuaena
WUCTUHHYIO LIeHY TOro, 4TO COCTaBnAno ee cywectsoBaHne. OHa NOHsNa, YTO XU3Hb He
OKOHYaTeslbHO yTpaTuna Ana Hee 3HadYeHue, 1, ecnv el AaHo COXPaHUTb 3TY XU3Hb U caenaTtb eLle
3HayuTenbHee B TOM HOBOM BbICOKOM CMbICI1€, KOTOPbIA OTKPbIFICA el 3a 3TU OHU MYYUTENbHOro
cTpaxa, 1 eCnn MOXHO HavaTb XM3Hb Cbi3HOBa 6e3 rpsasn, 6e3 60a3Hu, 6e3 mkn, oHa K 3ToOMy
rotoBa. Ho »uTb pa3BegeHHOM XXeHOW, ONO30PEeHHON Npentdoaenkon — AN 3TOro y Hee HeT cun,
Kak 1 HET cun NpogoskaTb ONAcHY Urpy, Nokynasa cebe CNoKOMCTBUE Ha onpeaesieHHbIA CPOK.
ConpoTtusneHne 6ecnone3Ho — 3TO OHa NOHMMana, passsa3ka bnuaka, normbenb rPo3nT en 1 oT
My>Xa, U OT AeTen, n OT Hee caMon. berctBo HeMbICIMMO, KOr4a Bpar okasblBaeTca Be3gecymm. A
CaMblil BEPHbIN BbIXO4 — MPU3HaHWE ANs Hee HeQOCTYNeH, B 3TOM OHa ybeamnacbk. 3Ha4nT, en
OTKPbIT N1LWb OAMH-€OVHCTBEHHbIN NYyTb, NyTb 0€3 BO3BpaTa.

YTpOM OHa COXrna CBOK Nepenucky, NpMeesna B NOPsiAOK pa3Hble MeSkue aena, Ho Npu 3ToM
n3berana cMoTpeTb Ha aeTen 1 BoobLLe Ha Bce To, 4To 6bino en goporo. OHa 6osinack, Kak bbl
XWU3Hb HE MOMaHMNa ee BHOBb padocTsiMn KU cobnasHamm u kak bbl 6ecuernbHble KonedaHns He
3aTpyaHunn en n 6e3 Toro TSXKKOe pelleHne. 3aTeM OHa eLle pas Bbilsia Ha ynuuy, YToObl
Hanocnenok ucnoitTate cyabba n BCTpeTUTb BbiIMOratesnbHULy. He octaHaBnmBascCh, Wwarana oHa us
ynuupbl B ynuuy, HO 6e3 npexxHen nuxopagovyHon HacTopoxxeHHocTU. OHa yxXe BHYTPEHHE ycTana oT
B6opbObI M YyBCTBOBAnNa, YTo Aanblle 60poTbCca He MOXET. TOYHO No 0643aHHOCTM Npoxoauna oHa
uenblx ABa Yaca, HO HUrge He BCTpeTuUa CBOEro Heapyra n gaxe He oropyunacb atum. OHa
HacTonbko obeccunena, 4YTo NOYTK He Xenana BcTpedn. OHa BragabiBanach B nivua NpoxXoxux, u
OHM Ka3anncb e YyXXabIMU, HEHY>KHBIMU N HEXMBBLIMU. BCce 3TO yXe oTowwno Kyaa-To, 6bino ansa Hee
©e3B03BpaTHO NOTEPSIHO.

TonbKko oauH pa3 oHa onATb Ucnyranacbk. En novyaunca B Tonne Ha ToM CTOPOHE ynuLbl
YCTPEMIIEHHbIN Ha Hee B3rnaj My»a, TOT CTPaHHbIN, CypOBbIN, KOSKOYUKN B3rMsd, KOTOPbIA NOSBUIICS
y Hero ¢ HegasHux nop. OHa cTana cygopOoXHO BCMaTpmMBaThCA, HO 3HaKomMasi ourypa TyT Xe
ncyesna 3a NpoesxaBLnMM akunaxem, n MpeHa ycnokouna cebst Tem, 4To B 3TO BPEMS MYX Bcerga
6biBaeT B cyae. OT HEPBHOIro HanNpsKeHUs oHa yTpaTuna YyBCTBO BPEMEHU U ono3aana kK obeny.
Ho 1 My nameHun cesoen 06bIYHON NYHKTYanbHOCTU U NpuULLen CNycTa ABe MUHYTHI, en
nokasanocb, YTO OH YEM-TO B3BOJSTHOBaH.

OHa ctana cuntaTb Yacbl, OCcTaBLUMeCs A0 Be4yepa, n eun cagenanocb CTpallHO, 4YTO UX OCTaNoCb TakK
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MHOrO, a A4ns NpoLwaHns Hago Tak Mano BPEMEHM U TakK Mano BCE UMEET LiEHbI, KOorga 3Haellb, YTO
c cobon HM4Yero He BO3bMeLLb. Elo oBnagena kakast TO COHNMBOCTb. MalumHanbHO crnyctunacb oHa
ONATb HAa yNuUy 1 NOLWMa Hayrag, He ornsabiBasiCb, HA O YeM He aymasi. Ha nepekpecTke Kydep
e[iBa ycnen caepxaTb nowagen, nHave Aplino HenpeMeHHo couno 6kl ee ¢ Hor. Kyyep rpy6o
Bbipyrancs, a MipeHa gaxe He obepHynacb — 3T0 MOrfo ObITb CnaceHnem munu otcpoykon. Cny4vam
n3baeun 6bl ee oT HeobxoamMmocTun pewwmnTbes. MeagneHHo nobpena oHa ganblle — XOopoLo Obino
naotn 6e3 Mbicnen, C OOHUM TONMbKO CMYTHbBIM OLLYLLIEHMEM KOHLIA, KOTOPbIA TOYHO NIErKMM TYMaHOM,
He3aMeTHO crywasicb, o6Bonakmean Bce.

CniyyanHo nogHsB B3rnsg, 4Tobbl NpoYecTb Ha3BaHMe ynuLbl, OHa BCA 3agpoxana B CBOEM
BecuenbHOM Bny>XgaHnm oHa He3aMeTHO Jobpena NoYTn 4O caMoro JoMa CBOoero ObiBLIErO
noboBHMKa. A 4TO, ecnun aTo nepcT cyabbbl? Bopyr oH 4emM-HMbyab MOXeT NOMOoYb e, Beb OH,
Hafo nonaraTb, 3HaeT agpec Ton TBapu. Ee oxsatuno pagoctHoe Bo3byxaeHune. Kak oHa He
nogymana o6 atom? Cpasy e waru ctanu ctpemuTenbHee; NoACTErHyTble Hagexaon,
3aKpYyXunucb B ronose 6ecceasHble Mbicnn. OHa 3aCTaBUT €ro NOMTYM BMECTE C HEN K TON HErO4HOM
TBapW N HaBceraa NonoXnTb 3TOMY KoHel,. MycTb NpUrpo3nT en cyaom, eCnmn oHa He npekpaTut
LaHTaxa, a MOXeT, A0CTaTOYHO ByaeT CyHYTb el KakMe-To OeHbrv U yaanuTb ee n3 ropoaa. Mpexe
CTano BAPYr Xanb, YTO OHa Npu BCTpeYe Tak HenackoBo obolunack ¢ 6e4HAron, Ho BCe paBHO, OH
06s13aTenbHO NOMOXET enl. Kak cTpaHHO, YTO cnaceHne ABNsSeTCs cendac, B camyto NOCNEOHIo
MUHYTY.

CTpeMMTeJ'IbHO B3bexana oHa HaBepX 1 NO3BOHUITA. HukTo He OTKpPbIST. OHa npucnywanacb: en
nomMepeLwnincb 3a ABepbo OCTOPOXHbIE LLaru. OHa nossoHuna eLe pas. CHoBa Hun 3BYyKa. N cHoBa
Kakon-To LLIOPOX 3a OABepblto. Toraa oHa, notep4ds TeprneHune, crtana 3BOHUTb U 3BOHUTb oe3
nepepbiBa — BeAdb AJ14d Hee 3TO Obin BOMNPOC XN3HW.

HakoHel, BHYTpW KTO-TO 3aKOMOLUWACS, LWENKHYN 3aMOK, U ABepb NpuoTeBopunack. — JT0 4, —
TOpPONMBO wWenHyna NpeHa.

OH OTKpbIN ABEpb B IBHOM 3aMeLlaTenbcTBe. — AX, 3TO Tbl... Bbl, CyAapblHsl, — pacTepsiHHO
nenetan oH. — [pocTuTe... 1 HAKAK He oXxuaan... Ballero npuxoaa... NpocTUTe Mo BUA, — OH
6bln 6e3 nuakaka n 6e3 ranctyka, ¢ paccTerHyTbiM BOPOTOM pybaLuku.

— MHe Heob6x04MMOo C BamMy NOrOBOPUTb, Bbl AOMKHbI MHE NMOMOYb, — MPOU3HECcHa oHa
pasgpa)keHHbIM TOHOM, MOTOMY YTO OH BCE €llle Aepkan ee Ha nopore, kak NnonpoLlanky —
BnyctuTte mMeHs1, 9 3a4epXy Bac Ha O4HY MUHYTY.

— lMoxanywncra, — cMmyLLEHHO NpobopMoTarn OH, OrnsAabIBasiCb C ONAacKon... — TONbKO A cenvyac...
MHE He O4YeHb yAo6HO...

— Bbl 065s3aHbI MeHs BbicnywaTb. Bce 310 no Bawen BuHe. Baw gonr MHe noMoYb... Bbl 06a3aHbl,
cnblwmnTte, 065s3aHbl 4OOBITE MOe KoNnbuo. B kpaiHem cnyyae ckaxute mHe agpec... OHa Bce BpeMms
He JaeT MHe NOoKos, a Tenepb OHa KyAda-To ucdesna. Bel 0643aHbl, Aa, ga, 06a3aHsbl.

OH HepgoyMeBaloLLLe YCTaBUIICS Ha Hee. Tonbko Tenepb oHa coobpasnna, YTo U3 ee OTPLIBUCTbIX
BbIKPUKOB HUYEro Henb3sl MOHSATD.

— AX, Bbl He 3HaeTe... Tak BOT, Balla NOOOBHULA... HY CIIOBOM... MPEXHSAS Balla naccus,
BbiCneanna Mensi, korga s yxoauna ot Bac. C Tex nop ata XeHwuHa npecnenyeT MeHs,
LIAHTaXUPYET... My4YaeT 40 NoNycMepTU... A Tenepb OHa B3sifa Y MeHs KorbLOo, HO 1 6e3 Hero He
MOry, MHE Haflo ero BEPHYTb HE NO3Xe, YeM CErofiHsl Be4epoM, s TaK U ckasana... He No3xe, YeM
ceroaHs Be4yepom... Hy BoT, Tak nomorute MHe.

—Ho4...4...

— Bbl oTKasbiBaeTechb?
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— Ho a He 3Hal0 HMKaKoW XXeHLWKUHbI. MHe HEMOHATHO, O YeM Bbl roBopuTe. A HUKorga He umen
aena c waHtaxuctkamu. — OH roBopun noytu rpy6o.

— Ax TaK... He 3HaeTe... OHa Bce 370 coumHuna! OTKyaa ke oHa 3HaeT v Balle UMSA 1 Mo agpec?
[Mo-Bawemy, OHa U He AyMaeT MeHsl WaHTaxnpoBaTtb? [1o-Bawlemy, MHe 3TO BCe NpUrpesnnocb?

OHa MPOH3NTEJIbHO 3aXoxoTara. Emy caoenanocb XYyTKO. Y Hero MeIbKHYIna MbICIlb, YTO OHaA
nomMeLwianachb, Tak nmxopaao4Ho ropersnum ee rrnasa, Tak CtpaHHO OHa cebs Bena u npun 3TOM nnena
Kakon-To B3Z0p. OH ncnyraHHo norndagen rno CTopoHaMm.

— Papgu 6ora, ycnokonTecs... cyaapblHA. YBEpS0 Bac, Bbl owmnbaeTech... [JomkHO ObITb... Aa HeT,
3TO HEBO3MOXHO. .. S1 HNYEro He noHnmar. C TakMMm XeHLMHaMn 9 He BCcTpeyatocb. Beapb Bbl
3HaeTe, s 34eCb COBCEM HEABHO, U Te ABE CBA3W, KOTOPbIE Y MEHSA ObInK, UCKNtoYatoT... He 6yay
Ha3blBaTb MMEHA, HO AaXKe CMELUHO NogyMaThb... YBEPSO Bac, 3TO Kakas-To owmnbka...

— 3HayuT, Bbl OTKa3blBa€TECH MHE NMOMOYb?
— Her, 4TO BbI, €CnNn A TOSNBLKO MOTY...
— Torpga ngemrte. Mbl BMecte nonaem K Hen.

— Hok KOMY Xe... K KOMy? — Korga oHa cxBaTuna ero 3a PpyKaB, OH OnATb C UCMYromM nogymar, 4Tto
OHa HEe B CBOEM yMe.

— [a k Hen xe... MNonageTe Bbl N HET?

— KoHeuHo... KoHe4Ho, nongy, — ee nuxopagovHas HaCToOMYMBOCTb SIBHO noaTeepXxaana
3apoAMBLLIEECH Y HEFO NOO03PEHNE, — KOHEYHO... KOHEYHO...

— Tak nongemTe Xe... 3TO AN MEHS BOMNPOC XKMU3HN!
OH ene caepxan ynblbky. [NloTomM cpasy e nepeLuen Ha omunanbHbIN TOH.

— [Mpowy MeHsa N3BUHUTbL, CyaapblHA, HO B AAHHbLIM MOMEHT S 3aHAT... Y MEeHs YPOK My3bIKU... A He
MOry ero npepsartb.

— Tak! Tak! — oHa npe3puTenbHO 3acmesanachb emy B nmuo. — Bbl gaeTe ypokn 6e3 nugxaka...
JIryH BbI, BOT kTO! — U BOpyr ee oceHnna goragka. OHa puHynachk B KOMHaTbI, Kak OH HX MblTancs
ee yaepxaTtb. — 3Ha4uT, OHa 34ecCb, y Bac, 3Ta WwaHTaxucTkal Yero gobporo, Bbl C HEN 3a04HO.
MoxeT, Bbl 4ennMTecb TeM, YTO BbiIMOraeTe y MeHs. Ho s ¢ Hen pacnpasniocb. Tenepb MHe HU4ero
He cTpawHo. — OHa Kpuyana Bo Becb ronioc. OH gepxan ee, HO oHa 6oponachk C HMM, BbipBanach u
pacnaxHyna gBepb B CnanbHIo.

KTO-TO, OMKHO ObITb CryLlaBLLMA N0 ABEPbLHO, OTCKOYMN Brnybb koMHaThbl. MipeHa B nonHon
pacTepsiHHOCTX NOCMOTPENa Ha NONyoaeTy0 HE3HAKOMYIO JaMy, KOTopasi mocneLwunna oTBEpPHYTb
nmuyo. Monogon My3bikaHT Gpocunca Bernea 3a VipeHon, cuntas ee cymaclueallen n 60scb, Kak ool
OHa He HaTBopuna 6ea, HO OHa TYT Xe Bbillna U3 cnanbHMW.

— N3BUHUTE MeHs, — C TpyaOoM BblaaBusia oHa. B ronose y Hee Bce nepenyTtanocb. OHa HUYero
yXXe He noHumarna, en 661110 TONbKO NPOTMBHO, 6ECKOHEYHO NPOTUBHO, YXXacHas yCTanocTb
oBnagena ew. — M3BMHUTE MEHs1, — NOBTOpUna oHa. — 3aBTpa... Aa, 3aBTpa Bam BCe CTaHeT
SICHO, BMPOYEM, f1... 9 U cama HMYero He NnoHMmMmaro. — OHa roBopusa ¢ HUM, KakK C YyXXUM, HUYTO He
HanoMMHano en 0 TOM, YTO OHa Korga-To NpuHagnexana aToMy YeroBeky, Aa OHa U cama cebs He
nomHuna. Bce Tenepb 3anyTanocb OKOHYaTENbHO e BbINI0 SICHO TOSMLKO, YTO rAe-TO 34eCb KpoeTcH
noxb. Ho oHa cnuwkom yctana, 4Tobbl AyMaTtb, CIIMLKOM ycTana, Ytobbl paccyxaaTb. 3akpbiB
rrnasa, wia oHa rno NecTtHuue, Kak oCyXOeHHbIN naeT Ha awadorT.

Page 22/25



Korga oHa BbiWwia Ha ynuvuy, y>ke coBceM CTeMHeNo. A BAPYr, MefbKHyrna y Hee MbICIb, Ta TBapb
Kapaynut HanpoTus, BOPYr B MNOCNEAHI0 MUHYTY SABUTCA cnaceHune. En 3axoTenocb MOMUTBEHHO
CMNOXWUTb PYKM M BO33BaTb K 3abbiToMy 60ry. AX, TOMNbKO 6bl BEIMONNTEL cebe OTCPOUKY Ha HECKOSTbKO
MecsaueB, 4O fneTa, a NOTOM CNOKOWHO NOXUTb Cpeau Mnonen u nyroe, rae WaHTaXUcTKka He
HaCTUrHET ee, NOXWUTb CMOKOMHO BCEro ogHo neto. >KagHo BragabiBanacb OHa B TEMHOTY yNuUbl.
En novyamnock, 6yato y AoMa HanpoTUB CTOUT Kakasi-To dourypa, HO Korga oHa nogoiuna nobnmxe,
dourypa ckpbiniach B nogvesge. Ha mur MpeHa kak 6yaTo ynosuna B HEN CXOACTBO C MY>KEM.
BTopow pas 3a 3TOT AeHb nyranacb OHa ero BHe3anHoO MerbKHYBLLEro Ha ynuvue cunyaTa n B3rnsaa.
OHa octaHoBunachk Bbhxkngasa. Ho ourypa 6eccrnegHo ncyesna B TeMHoTe. Torda oHa nowna
Aanblue, ¢ TArOCTHbIM OLLyLeHNneM Ybero-1o obxuratoLlero Barnaga y cebsa 3a cnnHon. OguH pas
OHa obepHynacbk, HO HUKOrO He yBuaena.

AnTteka 6bina Heganeko. C nerkum cogporanHnem sowna tyga Mpexa. MpoBn3op cTtan rotoBuTb TO,
4TO ObINIO YKa3aHo B peuenTe. 3a 3TO KOPOTKOE MrHOBEHWE MpeHa OTYeTnMBO yBuaena Bce — u
HUKENMPOBAHHbIE BECHI, ® MUHUATIOPHLIE TMPbKN, N 3TUKETKM, a HABEPXY Ha NoskKax psaabl CKNSHOK C
KaKMMWN-TO XXMOKOCTAMMU, HE3HAKOMbIE NaTUHCKME Ha3BaHUS, KOTOPble OHa MalUMHAabHO NPUHANAch
yntatb. OHa ycnblwana TMKaHne 4acoB, OwyTua 0cobbli anTeYHbI 3anax, MacrnsHUCTO
NPUTOPHbLIN 3anax nekapcTs 1 BAPYr BCMNOMHWUIA, YTO B AeTCTBE BCerga Bbi3biBanach UCMNOSHATL
nopyyeHns MaTepu B anteke, NMOTOMY YTO e HpaBUIICH 3TOT 3anax, HpaBUOCb CMOTPETb Ha
TavHCTBEHHbIE BriecTawme Turenbkn. M TyT Xe oHa C y>kacoMm nogymarna, 4To nosabbina
NPOCTUTBLCHA C MaTePbIO, N €N CTano MydnTesibHO xanb 6egHyo cTapywky. Kak oHa ucnyraetcs, B
CMATEeHUM gymana MpeHa... HO NPoBM30p YXKe OTCUMUTbIBAN Npo3payvHble Kanmim B TEMHYIO CKIISIHKY.
He oTpbIiBasicb cMOTpena oHa, Kak CMepTb nepenmBaeTca 13 ny3aton ByThIfIKM B ManeHbKyro
OyTbINOYKY, OTKYZAa OHa CKOPO 3aCTPyMTCS NO ee xunam, 1 ee obgano xonogom. Tyno, CNoBHO
3aBOPOXEHHAd, CMOTpesia OHa Ha NanbLbl anTekaps: BOT OH 3aTblkaeT NPOBKON NOSHbLIN My3bIPEK,
BOT 0ob6krnemBaeT ropnblwko dymaron. Bece yyBcTBa VpeHbl 66151 CKOBaHbI, MOAABNEHbI CTPALLHOM
MbICIbIO.

— C Bac ABe KpoHbl, — ckasan antekapb. OHa BCTpeneHynach U pacTepsiHHO ornsigenach no
cTopoHam. NNoToM aBTOMaTUYECKUM OBMKEHNEM focTana AeHbri. Eue He BNomnHe oYHyBLUKCS,
pasrnsabiBana oHa MOHETbI M QOO HE MOrfia OTCYUTaTb TO, YTO HYXKHO.

B aTO0T Mur oHa novyyscTtBoBasa, 4To ee pyKy pe3KO OTCTpaHuUIu, n ycnblillana, Kak 3BAKHYJTN OEeHbIn
O CTEeKNAHHYIO NoACTaBKY. Ubsa-To NpoTAHYTaA pyKa nepexsaTtuiia y Hee ny3bipek.

OHa HeBOnbHO 06epHynack 1 3amepra Ha Mecte — psaoM CTosan ee MyX. Jluuo y Hero Obino
MepTBEHHO OneaHo, ryGbl CTUCHYTHI, Ha NOY BBICTYNWM Kanernbky noTa.

OHa noyyBCcTBOBara, YTo ceryac noTepsieT Co3HaHWe, U cxBaTunachk 3a npunaeok. Cpasy xe e
cTarno sICHO, YTO UMEHHO ero oHa BMAerna AHEM Ha ynuue, UMEHHO OH Kapaynun ee B Noabesae;
BHYTPEHHEE YyTbe yXXe Toraa noackasbiBarno ei, YTo 3TO OH, a Tenepb BCe BMECTE BCMIbINO B ee
CMSATEHHOM MO3TYy.

— Wpem, — ckasan oH rMyxuMm, cgaBJfi€HHbIM rOJ1I0OCOM.

OHa b6eccMmbICneHHO nocMoTpesia Ha Hero n rge-To B CaMbiX rny60|<|/|x TanHMKax CBOEro CO3HaHus
yamBuinach, 4TO NMOBUHYETCA EMY. Ho Bce-Takm mawmHarnbHO nowuna 3a HAM.

Bok o 6ok, He mana apyr Ha gpyra, warasnm OHu no ynuue. OH Bce ewwe Aepixxarll B pyKax ny3blpek.
OauH pa3 OH oCTaHOBWUIICA N OTEep BnaxHbi No6. Cama Toro He co3HaBasi U He Xernasi, OHa ToXe
3ameanvna warn. Ho B3rNAHYTb Ha HEro He cMera. HukTo He roBoOpuJ1 HMN CI10oBa, yJ'IVI‘-IHbIIZ Lym
3anornHAn mon4aHue.

Ha nectHuue oH nponycTtun ee Bnepen. W kak Tonbko oHa noyyBCTBOBasna, YTO €ro HeT psiAoM, HOMU
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ee ocnaGenu, oHa ocTaHOBUNAach, AepXack 3a nepuna. Torga oH B3aAn ee nofa pyky. OHa
B3POrHyna oT ero NPUKOCHOBEHMWS 1 TOPOMNNNBO B3Gexana HaBepx.

OHa Bowwna B cnarbHI0, OH rnocriegoBan 3a Her. CTeHbl TYCKIO Mepuanu B TEMHOTE, eBa
BMAHeNucb oveptaHusa mebenn. Oba Bce elle He npon3Hecnu HU cnosa. Myx copsan Gymary ¢
ny3blpbka, BbIHY NPOOKY, BbIUA COAEPKUMOE, a NYy3blPeEK PE3KUM ABMXXEHWEM LUBBIPHYI B Yros.
WpeHa B3gporHyna, ycnblwae 3BOH pa3butoro crekna.

O6a monyanu. MpeHa, He rmags, YyBCcTBOBana, YTo OH cTapaeTcs oBnageTs cobon. HakoHeu, oH
cAaenan war rno HanpasneHuto K Hen. LLar v ewle war, noka He odyTuncs coscem psagom. OHa
crblwarna ero TaXenoe AblxaHne n CBOUM 3acCTbIBLUMM, 3aTyMaHEeHHbIM B3rNs40M Buaena, Kak
CBepKalT B TEMHOTe ero rnasa. BoT cenyac paspasutca ero rHeB, BOT Cendac ero pyka xxenesHom
XBaTKOW BOMbETCS B €e Apoxaluyto pyky. CepaLe y Hee 3aMeprio 1 TOfNbKO HEPBbI TpeneTanu, Kak
TYro HaTsHyTble CTPYHbl. Bcem cBOMM CyLLeCTBOM aana OHa Kapbl 1 MOYTH xenana, 4Tobbl OH
ckopee fan Bosito rHeBy. Ho OH no-npexxHemy mMonyan, a Korga 3aroBopusl, OHa C HeBbIpa3MMbIM
N3yMIrieHMeM ycribilara B ero rorioce He rHeB, a8 HEeXHOCTb.

— I/IpeHa, — Ha4all OH yanBUTEJIbHO MANKO, — OO KakKuUX Nnop Mbl 6y,u,eM MY4nUTb Opyr n,pyra?

W TyT BHE3anHo, CyaAOpOXXHO, C COKPYLUNTENBHOW CUMOWN, KaK NPOTSXKHbINA, 6ECCMbICIIEHHbIN,
3BEpPUHbINA BOMNMb, NPOPBaNCb AOMr0 CAEpPXXUBaeMble, NoAaBnsieMble pblaaHus. To4yHO 3nobHas
pyKka pBaHyna ee U3HyTpu 1 ctana spocTHO TPSACTU — OHa 3allaTtanach, Kak nbsiHasi, 1 ynana Obl,
ecnun 6 My He nogaepxan ee.

— WpeHa, — nbiTancsa oH ycnokoutb ee, — VpeHa, MipeHa, — Bce Tulle, Bce nackoBee LwenTtars OH
ee M4, CMOBHO AyMasi HEXXHbIM 3By4YaHWeM 3TOro crosa pacrnpaBuTb KOHBYIbCUBHO CBeAeHHbIe
HEepBbl, HO TONBbKO PblgAHUSA, TONBbKO ByMHbIE NOPbLIBLI OTHASAHUSA, COTPSACaBLUME BCe Teno, Obinm emy
otBeToM. OH nogxeaTusl, NOHEC ee N GepexxHo ynoxun Ha gueaH. OgHako pblaaHns HE YHUMAarnuchb.
PyKkun n HOrM CyaopOXHO Aeprannch, kak ByaTo OT 9NEKTPMYECKoro Toka, TpeneLlyllee nctep3aHHoe
Teno, no-sManmMomy, 6pocano To B Xap, To B xonon. HanpspkeHHble 40 npefena HepBbl He
BblAep>Kanu, N HakonNuBLLIAsCA 3a BCe 3TU Hedenun 6onb 6e3yaepxHo OyweBana B 06eccuneHHom
Tene.

He nomMHs1 cebs OT BOMHEHWS, OH CTaparicsl YHSTb 3Ty APOXKb, CKUMan NeasiHble PyKM XKeHbl, cnepsa
6epexHo, a NOTOM BCe NilaMeHHee, CO CTPaxoM M CTPacCTbiO LieioBan ee nnartbe, ee LWeto, HO
NpeHa no-npexHeMy B3aparueana, CkaBLUMCb B KOMOK, @ U3 rpyau Bce HakaTbiBanu pbiaaHus,
HaKoHeL-TO NpopBaBLUMECs HapyxXy. My KOCHyrcs ee nuua, OHO ObINo XONOA4HO M BNaXHO OT cres,
XXMIKM Ha BMCKax Habyxnu u Tpenetanu. Heeblpasumeblin cTpax oBrnagen um. OH onycTuncs Ha
KOJIeHM 1 3aroBOpUIN y camoro ee nvua, Bce Bpemsi NbiTasiCb yaepKaTb, YCNOKOUTb ee.

— He nnaub, VpeHa... Begpb Bce... BCce npowwno. He ybusancsa Tak... Tebe yxe Heyero 6oatbes.
OHa He npugeT Borblue HMKorga, CrblWnilb — HUKOrAa.

NpeHa cHoBa pBaHynach B CyJOPOXXHOM pblAaHnn, XOTS MyX Aepxan ee obemmu pykamu. Mpu Buge
OTYasiHUSA, COTPSICABLUErO N3MYYEHHYHO XEHLLUHY, EMY CTano CTpallHo, kak OyaTo oH — ee youiua.
OH uenoBan ee, HECBSI3HbIMMW CITOBaMM MOJII O MPOLLEHUN.

— [a, 6onblue He NpuAaeT... KNsHyCb Tebe... A He oxuaan, 4YTo Tbl TaK UCNyraewbcs... A xoten
TONbKO BEPHYTb TEDBSA... HANOMHUTL O TBOEM A0Sre... YTOObI Thl yLIfa OT HEro Hascerga... u
BepHynacb K HaMm... Korga a9 06 aTom y3Han criy4yanHo, 1 HU4ero pyroro He Mor npuaymaTb... He
MOT Xe S NPAMO cka3aTtb Tebe... A Bce Hagesncs... BCe Haaesncs, YTo Tbl BEPHELbCH, 1 MOTOMY
nogocnan aty 6eaHyto xeHwuHy. [lyman, oHa nogTonkHeT Tebs. OHa — He3agaunmBasa akTpuca,
6e3 aHraxemeHTta. OHa OTkasblBasnacb, a § HacTamBar... Ternepb S BUXY, — 3TO ObIfI0 HEXOPOLLIO. ..
Ho s xoTen Tebsa BepHyTb. Heyxenu Tbl He BUAena, 4to 9 rotos, YTO s paj NpocTuTb? Kak Tbl He
noHnmana?.. Ho go atoro s He gyman Tebs gosecTtu... MHe camomy eLe Tshkenee Obino Bce 310
BUOETb... CNeauTb 3a KaXabiM TBOUM warom. Pagm geten, noMmu, TONbKO paan aeTten s 4oSMKeH
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ObIn 3acTaBuTbL TEDSA... HOo Tenepb BCce 3710 npowwno... Bce 6yaeT xopowwuo...

"onoc 3By4an coBcem 6nmn3ko, HO CrioBa Aonetanu 4o Hee OTKyaa-TO u3garneka, U oHa He
noHnmana ux. Bce 3arnywan wym BosiH, HaberaBLUMX U3HYTPW, CO3HaHME Obino NoOMpayYeHo
NONHbIM CMsiTeHMEM YyBcTB. OHa oLllyliana nackoBble NPUKOCHOBEHUS, MOLIENYM U CBOM
cobCTBEHHbIE Cre3bl, HO BHYTPW, 3BEHA U ryasi, NpoTankneanacb No BeHam KPOBb, U B yLIAX CTOAS
HEWCTOBbIN yn, TOYHO NEPE3BOH KOMOKONOB. [loToM Bce ncyesno B TymaHe. O4HyBLUUCH OT
oB6MoOpoKa, OHa CMYTHO MOYYBCTBOBAana, YTo ee pas3geBatoT, Kak CKBO3b ryCTylO NeneHy yemaena
nackoBoe 1 03aboveHHOe NMUo Myxa. M cpasy e norpysunnacb B YepHYH Ny4YnHy rinybokoro
onarogetenbHOro cHa 6e3 CHoBUAEHU.

Korga oHa Ha gpyroe yTpo OTKpbina rnasa, B KoOMHaTe 6bIno yxxe cBeTno. N B Hen camon Toxe
npocBeTNeno, NnpoHecLuascs Bypsa CoBHO ouMcTuna 1 oceexnna Kpob. OHa nbiTanack
BCMOMHWUTb, YTO C HEN NPOU3OLLIIO, HO BCe Kasanoch elle cHom. OHa owyuiana Takyro
HenpaBgonofobHy NerkocTb U cBOOOAY, C KaKoW NapuLlb Mo BO34yXy BO CHe, 1, YTOObI yBEPUTLCS,
YTO 9TO CMYTHOE OoLyLLeHNne — ABb, OHa AOTPOHYNAacb O4HOM PYKOW OO OPYrow.

Baopyr oHa B3gporHyna: Ha nansue 6necteno konbuo. U cpasy xe cHa kak He bbiBano. Te
BeccBs3Hble CroBa, KOTOPbIE OHA U Criblana v He cribilana Ha rpaHu CO3HaHus, U Te NpexHue
HesACHble Aorafku, KOTopble OHa He CMena NPeTBOPUTL B MbICNb Y MOAO3PEHME, Tenepb BAPYr
CNUnncb B CTPOMHOE Lesoe. Bce cpasy ctano en NoHATHO, — W BOMPOCHI MyXa U HEJOYMEHNe
noboBHMKA; NeTNA 3a NeTnen pasBepHynUCb Nepes Hen CTpallHble CeTu, KOTOPbIMKU OHa Bbina
onyTtaHa. HeB 1 CTblg OBragenu e, HepBbl BHOBb HONE3HEHHO 3aTpeneTanu, U OHa yXXe rotosa
Oblna noxaneTb, 4To Npobyaunack OT 3Toro cHa 6e3 rpes3 n 6e3 cTpaxos.

Ho TyT B coceaHeln komHaTe nocnbllancs cmex. [leTu BCTanu 1 kak NpoCHYBLUMECS NTEHLb
FTOMOHWUNW HABCTpeYy HOBOMY AHt0. MipeHa sicHO pasnuyana ronoc cbiHa U BnepBble ¢ yauBNeHNneM
3aMeTura, Kak OH MOXOX Ha OTLIOBCKMI rofioc. YnbiGka HEMPUMETHO TPOHyNa ee rybbl 1
3aepxanacb Ha HUX. MipeHa nexana ¢ 3aKkpbITbIMK FNasamu, YToObl Nydlle HacnaaMTbCs TEM, YTO
ObINO ee XM3HbI0, a8 OTHbIHE U ee cHacTbeM. BHyTpu ellle TUXOHBLKO LLIEMUIIO YTO-TO, HO 3TO Obina
GnaroTBopHasi 60mnb — Tak ropAT paHbl, Npexae Yem 3apybueBaTbcs HaBceraa.
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