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AHHOTauuA
«B KasapmMme BOCbMOW POTbl aBHO OKOHYWUJTN BEYEPHIOHO
NepeKkrinyky n nponeri MoriuTBy. Yxe OD,I/IHHa,EI,LI,aTbIIZ Yyac
B Hadane, HO 5nwan He chnewart pasgeBaTbCA. 3aBTpa
BOCKpeCeHbE, a B BOCKpeCeHbE BCE, KpoMe OOJTKHOCTHBbIX,
BCTAKOT YaCOM MOo3Xe...»



AnekcaHgp
UBaHOoBUY KynpuH
Ho4yHasa cMmeHa

B kaszapme BOCbMOW pOTbl JABHO OKOHYMNWN Be4vep-
HIOKO NMEPEKNUYKY 1 Npornenu MosnuTBy. Yxe oanHHaaua-
Tbi Yac B Havarne, HO NOAM He cnewaT pasgeBaTbCs.
3aBTpa BOCKpeCeHbe, a B BOCKpeCceHbe BCe, KpOMe OIK-
HOCTHbIX, BCTAlOT YaCOM MO3Xe.

[HeBanbHbIN — Jlyka MepKynoB — TOSbKO YTO «3acTy-
nuI Ha cMeHy». [1o AByX YacoB MOMofyHOUYM OH OO0SKEH
He cnaTb, XOAUTb MO Ka3apMe B LUMHENW, B LIAnkKe n co
LWITBIKOM Ha BOKY 1 cneauTb 3a NOPSAKOM: 3a TeM, YTOObI
He ObIN10 NoKpaXx, YTobbI Ntoan He Bblberanu Ha ABop pas-
AeTbIMW, YTOBbI B NOMELLEHME HE NPOHUKANIM NOCTOPOH-
HWe nuua. B cnyyae nocelleHns HayanbCcTBa OH 06a3aH
panopToBaTb 0 HGnarononyynun 1 0 BCeM NpoucLUeaLLeM.

MepkynoB gHeBanuT He B ovepeb, a B Haka3aHue —
3a TO, YTO B npoLwlemni noHeaernbH1K, BO BpeMs noa-
rOTOBUTESbHBIX K CTpenbbe yrnpaxxHeHUNn, ero ckataHHas
LWMHenNb Oblria obBA3aHa He PEMEHHbIM TPbLIHYMKOM, KO-
TOpPbIV Y HEro yKpanu, a BepeBoykoun. [lHeBanuT oH yepes
AEeHb BOT yXe TpeTun pas, n Bce eMy LOCTalTCA camMble
TSOKErble HOYHbIE Yachl.



Mepkynos nnoxon opOHTOBUK. Henb3a ckasaTb, YTO-
Obl OH ObIn NeHMB K HecTapaTeneH. [1pocTo eMy He Aa-
€TCs CNIOXXHOE NCKYCCTBO YMCTO Aenatb pyXenHble npue-
Mbl, BbITArMBaTb NP MapLUMPOBKE BHN3 HOCOK HOMU, «MNO-
AaBasiCb BCEM KOPMycoOM Brnepen», U B AOIMKHOW cTene-
HW «3aTamBaTb AblXaHME B MOMEHT Crnycka ydapHuKa»
npun ctpenbbe. Tem He MeHee OH M3BECTEH 3a conpa-
Ta cepbe3Horo n obcTosaTenbHOro: B ogexae Habnogaet
OMNPSATHOCTb; CKBEPHOCITOBUT CPABHUTESTbHO Marno; BOAKY
NbeT TOMNbKO Ka3eHHY0, Kakyto AatoT no 6onbLumMm npasa-
HWKaMm, a B cBO6ogHOE BpeMsa MeaneHHo n JobpocosecT-
HO TadaeT canorn, — He 6onee napbl B Mecsl, HO 3aTo
Kakue canoru! — orpoMHble, TSXKeNnoBeCHbIe, He 3HatoLme
N3HOCa MepKyIOBCKMe canoru.

JInuo y Hero weplwasoe, cepoe, B O4MH TOH C LUK-
Henblo, C OTTEHKOM TOW Fpsi3HOM BnegHOCTWU, KOTOPYHO
npuaaeT NpocTbIM Nnuam BO3AyX KasapM, THOPEM U roc-
nutanen. CTpaHHOE M Kakoe-TO HeyMeCTHOe Brevarre-
HWEe NPOM3BOAAT HA MEPKYFOBCKOM NMLE BbINyKrble rna-
3a YANBUTENBHO HEXHOIO M YUCTOrO LBeTa Aobpble, AeT-
CKME M [0 TOro SICHbIE, YTO OHU KaxyTcs cusirommm. Nybol
y Mepkynosa npoctogyLHble, TOSNICTble, 0COBEHHO BEPX-
HSAS1, Hag KOTOPOW TOMHO NPUIM3aH peaknin GypbIn MyLLIOK.

B kazapme romoH. YeTbipe ANNHHBIX, CKBO3HbIX KOMHa-
Thbl €€ OCBELLEHbI KONTALNUM KpacHOBaTbIM CBETOM Ye-
ThIPEX XXECTSHbIX HOYHMKOB, BUCSLLMX B K&XX40M B3BOAE Y



CTEHbI py4YKOM Ha reo3guke. lNocepegmHe KOMHAT TAHYTCS
B [IBa psia CMrOWHble Hapbl, NOKPbITbIE CBEPXY CEHHU-
kamn. CTeHbl BblibeneHbl N3BECTKON, a CHU3Y BblKpalle-
Hbl KOPUYHEBOW MacCIsIHOM Kpackon. Boonb CcTeH CToAT B
ANMNHHBIX AEPEBAHHbLIX CTOMKAX KpacuBbIMU, CTPONHbLIMM
pagamu pyxbd; Hag HUMW BUCAT B paMkax oneorpacum
N rpaBlopbl, n3obpaxatowime B rpydbom, HarnsagHoM Buae
BCIO CONOATCKYO HayKy.

MepkynoB megneHHO XxoauT U3 B3BoAda B B3Bo4. Emy
CKYYHO, XO4Y€eTCA cnaTb, U OH YyBCTBYET 3aBUCTb KO BCEM
3TUM NOAAM, KOTOPbIE KOnowlaTcs, rangsar U XOXodyT B
TSDKENOW MrIe KasapMbl. Y BCEX Y HUX Bnepeam Tak MHOMo
4acoB CHa, YTO OHU He BOATCA OTHATb Y HEr0 HECKONbKO
MUHYT. HO BCcero TommntenbHee, BCEro HeNpusTHee — Co-
3HaHWe, YTo Yepes nosiyaca Bcs pota 3aMOSKHET, YCHET, U
TonbKo MepKynoB octaetcs 604pCcTBOBaThL — TOCKYHOLLMIA
N 3abbITbIn, OONHOKNI cpeaun CTa YerioBeK, NepeHeceH-
HbIX KAKOK-TO He3aEeLIHEN, TAUHCTBEHHOW CUITON B HEBE-
AOMbIN MUP.

Bo BTOpOM B3BOAE TECHO COUNUCH B Ky4y OKONO Aecs-
TV Unun gBeHaguatu conagatnkoB. OHM Tak 6GnmM3ko pacce-
NNCb 1 pasnernnuce gpyr Bo3re gpyra Ha Hapax, YTo cpasy
He pa3bepeLlb, K KakMM rofioBam 1 CnHam npuHagnexart
Kakune pyku n Horun. B oByx-Tpex mecTtax TO 1 Aeno BCrbl-
XMBaKT KpacHble OFOHbKM «Uurapok». B camon cepeawn-
He cuauT, nogxas nog cedst Horu, cTapbi congart 3a-



MOLLHUWKOB, — «AsiAbKka 3aMOLLHMKOBY, KaK ero Ha3blBaeT
BCA poTa. 3aMOLLUHNKOB MarieHbKUn, Xya0oWn, NogBUKHON
congartuk, obwmn nrobumed, 3anesana n 4O6POBOSbHbLIN
yBecenutenb. MepHo nokadmBasicb B3ag v Bnepeq u no-
TMpasi KONeHW NagoHAMU, OH paccka3bliBaeT CKasKy, aep-
Xacb BCe BPeEMS NOHWXKXEHHOro, MeANeHHOoro 1 kak éyaTo
Obl HegoymeBatowero ToHa. Ero cnywatoTt B cocpegoTo-
YeHHOM MonyaHuun. M3peaka ogvH U3 NPUCYTCTBYIOLLNX,
3axBayeHHbIN MHTEPECOM pacckasa, BOpYr BCTaBWUT, He
BbITEPneB, TOPOMSIMBOE, BOCXULLIEHHO-pYyraTesibHoe BOC-
KnvuaHue.

MepKyrnoB OCTaHaBNMBaETCA Noane Kyykm uU paBHO-
AYLIHO NPUCNyLUNBaETCA.

— W nocbinaet atTa emMy Typeukuin cantaH 0omnbLuyLLyto
604Ky mMaka n nuwet eMy nNucbMo: «Bawe npuacxagm-
TEenbCTBO, CNaBHbIN N Xpabpbin reHepan Ckobenes! [lato
a 17ebe Tpyn OHA N TPU HOYM CTPOKY, YTODbI Thl Nepecyu-
Tan BeCb 3TOT MaK 4O eAnHOro 3epHa. W ckonbko, 3Ha-
YUT, Tbl 3€PEH HacYMTaELlb, CTONBbKO Y MEHSI B MOEM BOWM-
cke ecTb congartoBy. [pountan reHepan Ckobenes can-
TAHOBO NMUCbMO M BOBCE AaXe OT 3TOro He Ucnyxarcs, a
TONbKO, HA0BOPOT, NocbiNnaeT obpaTHO TypeLKoMy canTa-
HY FOPCTOYKY CTPYYKOBOIO nepuy. «Y MeHsi, rOBOPWUT, COI-
AaTOB Kyfa NpOTUB TBOEro MeHbLLUE, BCEro-HaBcero ogHa
Marnas ropcTka, a Hy-Kkacd, nonpobyn-ka, — packycu!..»

— JloBkO noBepHyn! — ogodpsieT ronoc 3a cnmHon 3a-



MOLLIHMKOBA.

Apyrve cnywarenun caepXXaHHO CMETCS.

— Ha... Ha-ka, roBopuT, packycu, nonpodyn! — nosto-
psieT 3aMOLLHUKOB, Xanesd paccTtaTtbCA C BbIUIPbILLHbLIM
MecToM. — CanTaH-TO eMy, 3Ha4uT, BOYKY Maka, a OH eMy
ropctb nepuy: «Ha-kacb, roBoput, Bblkycu!» 310 CKO-
0eneB-TO Hall, canTaHy-TO TypeukoMy. «Y MEHSs, roBO-
pWUT, CONgaToB BCEro ofHa ropcToyka, a nonpobymn-ka, no-
an-ka, packycu!..»

—Bc4, uto nun, ckaska-To, gsaapka 3amMoLLHUKOB? — po6-
KO crnpaluMBaeT Kakon-TO HETepNenuBbIA CryLaTenb.

— A Tbl... norogu, 6parteu Mon, — AocagnnBo 3ameva-
eT eMy 3aMOLLHMKOB. — Tbl He noaTanablikmean... Ckasky
ckasblBaTb — 3TO, 6paT, ToXe He Ornox nosutb... [a... —
3aTtem, noMon4aB HEMHOIO U YCMOKOUBLUNCH, OH NPOaos-
Xaert ckasky: [a... «XoTb 1 Manasi, roBOpUT, FOPCTOYKA, a
noaun-ka, packycu...» lNpountan Typeukmi cantaH ckobe-
NeBCcKOe MMCbMO N ONATb eMy NULIET: «Y6epu Tbl Nog06-
py-no300poBYy CBOE Xpabpoe BOWCKO M3 MOEN TypeLKown
3eMnu... A exenu Tbl CBOero xpabporo Borcka yopatb
He 3axodvellb, TO JaM S CBOMM cosigatam no Yyapke Boa-
Kn, congatbl MOW OT 9TOrO paccepasitca 1 BbIFOHAT B TpU
AHS BClo TBOKO apmMuto n3 Typumny. A Ckobenes emy cein-
yac OTBeT: «Benukun u cnasHbIA TypPELKUA canTaH, Kak
9TO CMeeLb Thl, Typeukas TBOA MopAa, MHe Takue Crio-
Ba nucaTb? Hawen yem Tpawats: ,[1o Yapke Bogkm gam!”



A 9 BOT CBOMM congaTyLukam Tpu OHS flonatb HAYEro He
Aam, N OHK Tebs, pacnpoTakoro-To CbiHa, CO BCEM TBOUM
BOWCKOM XXMBbEM COXPYT M Ha3ag He BEPHYT, TaK Tbl 6e3
BECTM M nponagewb, cobaybs obpasnHa, CBMHOE TBOE
yxo!..» Kak ycrnbiwan 3T1 cnosa TypeLKU canTaH, CUsb-
HO OH, BpaTubl MOW, B Ty NOPY MUCMyXarcsa n cenyac no-
aarncsa Ha samupeHbe. «Hy, rosopuT, Tebs coBcem k 6ory
N C BONCKOM C TBOUM. BoT Tebe MenboHT pybneH aeHer,
N OTBSDKUCb Tbl OT MEHS, NoXanyncra...»

3aMOLLHNKOB MOMNYUT C MUHYTY U NOTOM fobaBnsieT Ko-
POTKO:

— Bcsa ckaska, pebsaTa.

CnywaTtenn OXuWBNATCS, U Ky4yka HaYMHAET LIeBe-
nutbes. Co BCex CTOPOH pasgaeTtcs ogobputenbHasa py-
raHb.

— BaxHo oH s1BO, 6paTubl!..

— H-pa-a, cagaHyn... Heyero ckasaTb...

— Ha 410 nyywe... A, rput, cBOMM congatam Tpu OHU
eCTb He gam, Tak eHu Tebs, mep3aBLa, XXMBbEM crona-
toT. Kak OH emy ckasarn, gaabka 3amoLlHnkoB? A, Aosiabka
3aMOLLHUKOB?

3aMOLLHNKOB NOBTOPSIET TY Xe caMyto dhpasy CrnoBo B
CInoBo.

—Kyga  npotmB Hawwmx! — nogxeBaTbIBaloOT XBACTIMBbIE
roroca.

— Ky-y-ga-a!.. lNpotunB pyukux-To!



— Exxenun npotmB Hawwux, Tak 3710 ewe, bpaT, noroantb
HadoTb.

— [a ewle n Kak NnoroanTb-TO... ATO Takoe Aerno, 4YTo
Hago 6narocnoBMMLUMCH Aa Kaluy cnepsa NoeMLUN.

3aMOLLHNKOB B 9TO BPEMS TAHETCH K OFOHBbKY LINFrapKMy,
TO BCMbIXUBaKLLEMY, TO NoracatoLemMy nogre Hero, u ro-
BOPUT HEBPEXHO:

— [Jan-kacb, ©Opateu, NOTSAHYTb pasoyek. YToun-To
CMepTb MNOKYpUTb XouLa.

OH HeckornbKo pa3 noapsag Toponimneo u rinyboko 3aTs-
rmBaetcs, nyckast AbIM U3 Hoca OBYMSA NPAMbIMU, CUSTb-
HbIMKM CTPYyAMU. J1nLo ero, ocobeHHO noabopoaoK u ryobl,
nonepemMeHHO TO 03apSATCS KpacHbIM BI1ECKOM, TO MIHO-
BEHHO TYXHYT, NponagatoT B TeMHOTE. YbsA-TO pyka npo-
TArMBAETCA K ero pTy 3a UMrapkou, U 4Yen-To ronoc npo-
CuT:

— A Hy-Ka, gggbka 3aMOLUHUKOB, OCTaBb, S MOKYPHO
HEMHOXKO.

— KTO NOKypuTb, a KTO 1 NONNIUTb, — OTpe3aeT 3aMoLu-
HMKOB.

Conpatbl cMelTea: «Y»K 9TOT 3aMOLUHUKOB... Bceraa
Takoe BBepHeT!..» [oowpeHHbIn 3aMOLWHNKOB NpoJors-
XaeT WyTuThb:

— 3Haelwb, 6paT, Kak HoH4Ye KypaT? Tabayok Bawl, 6y-
MaxKy fallb, BOT U MOKYPUM.

OaHako OH TYT Xe CyeT B NPOTAHYTYI PYKY OKYPOK,



chnneBbIBaeT Ha CTOPOHY, MEPErHyBLUMUCb Yepes3 Yblo-TO
CMWHY, N TOBOPUT:

— A BOT TOXe, pebsara, 3Hato 51 ewe ogHy uctoputo. Mo-
Xe, KTo cnbiwan 13 Bac? Npo To, kak conagart npuuenun
cebe xenesHble KOrTM U nasun K LapeBHe Ha OalluH?
Ecnu 3HaeTe, Tak s nyywe n ckasblBaTb He Byay.

— He 3Haem... Her, HeT... Banan, oagbka 3amMmoLluHu-
KoB. HMKTO He cnbixan.

— HaunHaetcsa ato Tak, 4To Xun-6bin Ha ceBeTe congat
Awka MegHas MNpsxkka. N 6bin, 6paTuybl MOW, 3TOT conaar
YANBUTESbHbIN YErIOBEK Ha CBETE. ..

MepkynoB BANo otxogut npoydbs. B gpyroe Bpems oH
caMm C XMBbIM yOOBOSMbCTBMEM crniywan Obl ckasku 3a-
MOLLIHMKOBA, HO Tenepb eMy [aXe KaXeTCHA CTpaHHbIM,
Kak 3To Apyrme MoryT crnyLiaTtb ¢ TaKUM MHTEPECOM BELLIN
He3aHWMaTenbHble, CKyYHbIE U, FMaBHOE, 3aBEAOMO Bbl-
MbILUSIEHHbIE.

«WWb, 4epTun, n Ko CHY UX He MaHuT, — 3f106HO AymaeT
MepkynoB. — byayT cebe uenyt HoUYb APbIXHYTb...»

OH nogxogut K okHy. CTekna U3HyTpu 3anotenu, u no
HUM TO 1 Aeno ObICTPO 1 n3BuNUCTO cberatoT kannu. Mep-
KyrnoB NPOTUPAET PyKaBOM LLUMHENWN CTEKIO, MPUXKMMAET-
ca K HeMy Nbom 1 3aropakmBaeT rnasa ¢ 06enx CTOpoH
nagoHaMu, YTobbl HE MeLano oTpaXeHne HoYHMKa. Ha
ABOpe OCEHHANA, JoXanmMBas, YyepHaa Hodb. CBeT, naga-
IOLLMIA U3 OKHA, NTIEXUT Ha 3eMile KOCbIM, BbITAHYTbIM Ye-



TbIPEXYTrONbHUKOM, N BULHO, KaK B 3TOW CBETIION nosioce
MOPLLNTCSH N padbuTcsa oT aoxaa bonbluas nyxa. [aneko
BRepean U BHU3Y, TOYHO Ha Kparo CBeTa, YyTb-dyTb One-
CTAT OrHM MecTeudka. bonblue HU4Yero He pasnuyaet rnas
B TEMHOTE HEHACTHOW HOYM.

[MocToAB HeMHOro y okHa, MepkynoB vwaet ganblue, B
4YeTBepTbIN B3BOA, 06XOAUT ero u meaneHHo dpenet no
APYron CTopoHe Ka3apMbl, BOOMb OKOH. Ha camom KoHue
Hap, no 6okam yrna, ycenucb, CnycTMB HOMM, ABOE COf-
aat lNMan4vyk n KoBanb. Mexay HUMKU CTOUT MarieHbKUi
AepeBsiHHbIA CYHOY4YOK C 3aMKOM Ha Konbuax. Ha cyHay-
Ke NEeXMUT UenbHbI Xneb, HAaKPOEHHbIN TONCTbIMU JIOM-
TSMW BO BCHO OJIMHY, NATOK JNTYKOBUL,, KYCOK CBUHOMO ca-
na wn KpynHasi cepasi cofb B 4YnCTOM Tpsnke. [aHyyk u
KoBanb cBsizaHbl Mexay coboto CTpaHHOW, MonYannBom
Apyx601n, OCHOBaHHOW Ha HeobblvanHoM obxopcTee. v
He XxBaTaeT ka3eHHoro xnieba no Tpu pyHTa Ha YENOBEKa;
OHM NPUKYNaoT ero Kaxxabin AeHb Y TOBapuLLEN N BCcerga
noegaroT ero BMecte, 06bIKHOBEHHO BE4epoM, He obme-
HMBasSICb NPU 3TOM HU eguHbiM crnoBoM. O6a oHM u3 3a-
XUTOYHBIX CEMENCTB N eXXeMEeCAYHO NoslyvaroT n3 oMy
no py6nto n gaxe no aea...

KaxgbIn U3 HUX noo4epeaHo Y3KUM HOXKMKOM, UICTOYEH-
HbIM 4O TOro, YTO €ro OCTpMe Aaxe BOrHynocb BHYTPb,
OTpe3aeT HECKOSbKO TOHKMX, Kak nanupocHasa bymara, Ky-
COYKOB Cana 1 akkypaTHO pacnsacTbiBaeT UxX Mexay ABY-



Ms ToMTaMM xneba, KpyTo noconeHHbiMn ¢ obenx Cto-
POH. MOTOM OHM HaYMHAKT MoSYa N MegfeHHO NoeaaTb
3T orpomHbie 6yTepbpoabl, NneHMBo 6onTasi CnyLEeHHbI-
MW BHWU3 HOramu.

MepKynoB ocTaHaBnMBaeTCs NPOTMB HUX U TYNO CMOT-
pUT, Kak OHM eaaT. Bua cana BbI3bIBaeT y HEro nog A3bl-
KOM OCTPYIO CIHOHY, HO NPOCUTb OH HEe peLlaeTcda: Bce
paBHO eMy OTBETAT OTKA30M M XNecTKon HacmeLukon. Oa-
HaKO OH BCe-Taku MPOU3HOCUT CPbIBAOLLMMCS FOSIOCOM,
B KOTOPOM CribILLUNTCS NOYTK Npockoa:

— Xneb ga conb, pebsaTa.

— Em, aa ceon, a Tbl pa40M NOCTON, — OTBEYAET COBEP-
LueHHo cepbe3Ho Koanb 1, He rnaga Ha Mepkynosa, 06-
YULLAET HOXXOM OT KOPUYHEBOW LLENYXU FTYKOBULLY, PEXET
ee Ha YeTblpe YyacTu, obmMakmBaeT o4Hy YeTBEPTb B COSb
N XKYEeT ee C COMHbIM XpYyCTeHneM. NaHyyK HMYero He ro-
BOPUT, HO CMOTPUT NPsIMO B NnuUo MepKynoBy TynbiMMU,
COHHbIMW, HENOABWXHbIMM rraszamu. OH F(POMKO YaBKaeT,
N Ha ero MacCMBHbIX CKynax, nog obtarneatroLen nx Ko-
Xen, HanNPAratTCA N XOAAT CBSA3KM YENKCTHBIX MYCKYIOB.

Heckonbko MMHYT BCce Tpoe mon4art. HakoHew MNaHuyk
C TPyAoOM npornaTtbiBaeT 60bLION KYCOK U caaBIEHHbIM
ronocoM paBHOAYLIHO CnpallnBaeT:

— YT0, Bpart, gHeBanuwWb?

OH 1 6e3 Toro oTNNYHO 3HaeT, Yto Mepkynos gHeBa-
NUT, N NPEanoXusn 3TOT BOMPOC HU C TOFO HU C Cero,



0e3 BCSKOro MHTepeca; nNpocTto Tak cebe, cnpocunocs.
M MepKynoB Tak e paBHOOYLLHO UCMYCKaeT, BMECTO OT-
BeTa, ANMHHOE pyraTesnibCTBO, HEM3BECTHO KOMY aapeco-
BaHHOE: ABYM M congartam, KOTopble UMEKT BO3MOX-
HOCTb 00beaaTbca xnebom ¢ canom, unm HayanbCTBy, 3a-
ctasuBwemMy MepkynoBa He B oyepeib OHEBAIUTb.

OH oTxoauT OT npudatenen, NpoaosHKalLWMX CBOK
MonyanuBeyto, MeaneHHyto eqy, n bpenet ganswe. Col-
pas Kasapma 6bICTPO HarpeBaeTCs YernoBeYeCckuM Ablixa-
Huem: MepkyrnoBy faxe CTaHOBUTCS XapKo B €ro LWnHe-
nn. Heckonbko pas Kpsigy OH 06xoauT Bce B3BOAbI, CO
CKYKOW MPUCIYLUMBAsICb K pas3roBOpY, FPOMKOMY CMEXY,
PYroTHe 1 NeHuto, JONro He CMonKawLwWwmm B poTte. Huve-
ro ero He CMeLUMT N He 3aHNMaET, HO B ayLle eMy CUfb-
HO xo4eTcs, 4ToObl ewle A0Nro, AONro, XOTb BCKO HOYb,
He 3aTmxan aToT WyM, 4Tobbl TONbKo emy, MepkynoBy, He
OCTaBaTbCs O4HOMY B MyTHOW TULLMHE CNALLEN Ka3apMbl.

B koHUe nepBoro B3BoAa CTOUT OTAeNbHas Hapa YH-
Tep-oduuepa Esgokmma MiBaHoBuya Horn, 6nvkaniero
HavyanbHWka Mepkynosa. EBgokum MBaHoBuY 6onbLuon
dpaHT, 6abHMK, rOBOPYH 1 YENOBEK 3aXXMUTOYHbIN. Ero Ha-
pa noBepx CEHHWKAa NOKpbITa TONCTbIM BaTHbIM OLESNIOM,
CLUMTbIM M3 MHOXeCTBa pPasHOLBETHbIX KBaapaTUKOB U
TPEYronbHMUKOB; B rofloBax K OEepPEeBAHHOW CruHKe npu-
nenneHo xnebomMm ManeHbkoe, Kpyrnoe, TpecHyToe no-
cpeanHe 3epkarnbLe B XXeCTSHOW onpase.



Esgoknm MBaHoBMY 6e€3 MyHauMpa u 6Gocon nexuT
CBEpX CBOEro BESIMKOIernHoro ogesasnia Ha crnvHe, 3arno-
XUB 3a rofoBy PyKU U 3agpaB KBEPXY HOMM, U3 KOTOPbIX
ofHa ynvpaeTcs NATKOW B CTEHY, a Apyras yepes Hee ne-
pekuHyTa. /3 yrna pta TopunT y Hero KaMblLLOBbIA MYH[-
LUTYK CO BCTaBMNEHHOW B HETO ObIMALLENCA «KKPYYOHKOM».
Mepen yHTep-oduLepomM B NOHYPOKN, NeYanbHOW 1 NOKOp-
HoW No3e 6ornbLon 06e3bsHbI CTOUT PSOOBOM €ro B3BoAa
WaHrnpen KamadytanHoB — 6negHbIn, rpsasHbii, ryno-
BaTbI/ TATapWH, HE BblyYMBLLWIA 3@ TPWU roga CBOEKN CNyx-
Obl MOYTM HX OAHOMO PYCCKOro CroBa, — NocMeLlunLLe BCEN
POTbI, Y>Kac U NO30p UHCMEKTOPCKUX CMOTPOB.

Hore He cnuTcd, 1, NONb3ysCb MUHYTOW, OH «pPeHe-
rat» ¢ KamagyTaAnHOBbLIM «CNOBECHOCTbY. Y TaTapuHa oT
YMCTBEHHOIO HanpsiXeHNs BUCKU U KOHEL, HOCa MOKpbI-
NUCb MENKNMM Kannamu nota. Bpemsa oT BpeMeHM OH Bbl-
TacKnBaeT U3 KapMaHa rpsi3Hyr0 BETOLLKY U CUNbHO TPeT
€10 CBOW 3apakeHHble TPaxoMou, BOCNaneHHble, pacnyx-
Lne, rHosilumecs rnasa.

— Nawnot Typeuknin! Mopaa! YTto 4 Tebsa cnpawwunsato?
Hy! YTto a Teba cnpawwusato, ngon? — kmnsatutca Hora.

KamadpytanHoB MonyuT.

— 3dmon HeymbIThIN! Kak TBOe pyXbe HasbiBaeTca? [o-
BOPW, Kak TBOE pPYy>Xbe Ha3blBaeTCs, CKOTMHA Ka3aHckas!

KamacdpytanHoB TpeT cBom GornbHble rnasa, nepemMmHa-
€TCS1 C HOTM Ha HOry, HO NPOAOSMKAET MonYaThb.



— AXx, Tbll.. HeT ¢ Tobon HMKakon Mmoewn BO3MOXHOCTU!
Hy, noBTopsan 3a MHOW... — V1 Hora nponsHOCUT, rpOMKO
oT4yeKaHunBasi Kaxabin cnor: Ma-no-ka-nu-6ep-Ha-si, cKo-
poO-CTpenb-Ha-1...

— Manskapnu... kapacTu... — UCNYraHHO 1 TOPOMINBO
nostopsieT KamadytanHos.

— Oypa! He cnewwu... Ewe pa3: manokanubepHasi, cko-
pocTpenbHas...

— Mansakanu... ckapnsctusis. ..

— Y-y! ObpasnHa tatapckasa! — N Hora genaet Ha Hero
3r106HO UCKaXKeHHY0 n3noHoMuto. — Hy, 4yepT ¢ Tobom. ..
[anblie NoBTOPSAIN: NEXOTHaA BUHTOBKA. ..

— MnxoTb BUHTOMK. ..

— CO CKONb3ALWMM 3aTBOPOM. ..

— 3ackanb3aCUTBOPOM. ..

— Cuctembl bepgaHa, Homep BTOPOW. ..

— Ceem bupaaH, HoMep Tapow.

— Tak... Hy, katan cHa4ana.

TatapuH BANO MHETCA U ONsATb fe3eT B KapMmaH 3a
TPSMKON.

— Hy xe! YepT!

—K... K... Kanu... kannbpwu... 3ackanbaun... — KamagyT-
AVHOB Hayrazg nogbupaer nepsble nonagarowmeca emy
3BYKM.

— 3ackanb3u-un! — nepebuBaeT ero yHTep-odpuuep. —
Cam Tbl — 3ackanb3un. BctaBaTtb MHE TOMbKO HE XOYETCH,



a To Obl 4 Tebe BblyTIOXMA Mopay-To! Becb hacoH Tbl y
MEeHS BO B3BOZe Hapywaewsb!.. Tbl AymMaellb, C MEHS U3-
3a Tebs He 3ucbkyetca? CTporo, 6part, 3ucbkyetcs... Hy,
NOBTOPAN ONATbL: ManokanubepHas, CKopocTpenbHas. ..
B koHUe nepBoro B3Boaa, 6rnn3 XXenesHown neyku, pas-
nernucb Ha Hapax ronosamMmu Apyr K Apyry Tpoe cTtapbix
congat M NoKT BMOMAronoca, Ho ¢ 60MbLUMM YYBCTBOM U C
BUOUMbIM yOOBOSIbCTBMEM BOSIbHYHO, KCBOO», AEPEBEH-
CKYH0 NecHo. lepBbi rofioc BbICOKMM, HEXHbIM dhanb-
LEeTOM BbIBOAUT rPYCTHYIO Menoauto, HebpexxHo BbiroBa-
puBas crnosa 1 BCTaBNASA B HUX ANSA NEBYYECTU NULLHME
rnacHble. [lpyron nesew, ctapatesibHO N 6epexHo BTOPUT
eMy B TEPLUMIO CUMMbIM, MO NPUATHBIM U COYHBIM TEHOP-
KOM, HEMHOTO B HOC. TpeTuin NoeT B OKTaBy C NePBbIM ry-
XUM N HEBbIPA3UTENbHbLIM MOSIOCOM; B UHbIX MeCTax OH
HaApPO4YHO MOMYUT, NPOMNYCKAaeT ABa TakTa W BOPYr cpasy
noaxeBaTbiBAET U JOrOHAET TOBapuLLEN B CBOeOOpasHom

doyre.

Mpowan, pagocTb MOS U MOKOW,
Cnblwy, yesxaeT OT MEHS MUSION.
AX, HamMbl JOJbIKHO

C Ta-abo-on... —

COINacHoO M KpacuBO BbITAMMBAKT MNepBble roroca, a
TPETUI, OTCTaBLUMIA OT HUX MOCMEe CrnoBa «OIMKHOY,
BAPYr NPUCOEOUHSIETCH K HUM PELUNTENbHbLIM, KPEMnKUM



nogxBaToM:

C Tob0oM paccraTbes.

W 3aTem BCce Tpoe MoKoT BMecCTe:
Tebsi MHe OonblUue He BMAaTh,
TeMHOI HOYKOW BMECTe He rynsaThb.

3aKoH4YMB KYNMeET, ronoc, Neswnn menoauto, Bapyr be-
peT CTpaLlHO BbICOKY HOTY M OONTO-A0Nr0 TSHET ee, Wn-
POKO pacKpbIB NpU 3TOM POT, 3aXXMYpUB rfasa U HaMop-
WwmB oT ycunusa Hoc. MNMotom, cpasy obopeas, TOYHO OT-
OpocCKB 3Ty HOTY, OH ilenaeT ManeHbKyo nayay, oTkawsm-
BaETCS N HAYMHAET CHOBA:

AXbl, TEMbIHOK HOYUKOMN
MHe-e He cbinuTca,
Cama 5 He 3Halo, No-o4ye-emy...

— Cypapb, nodemy! — BBepTbIBAET BOAPYr TPETUN YyBeE-
PEHHbIM PeYnTaTMBOM, U OMATb BCE BTPOEM MpoJosiKa-
tOT:

Ax, 6ygy NOMHUTb S
TBOW NackoBble B30pbl,
Baw Becenbiv pasroBop

MecHa aTa 3HakoMa MepKynoBy elle C AepeBHU, U
MO3TOMY OH CIyLIaeT ee OYeHb BHMMAaTenbHo. Emy ka-



XKeTcs1, 4TO XopoLlo ObiNo Obl TENEPb NeXaTb pa3aeTbiM,
YKPbIBLUXCH C FOfTOBOW LUMHESbLIO, Y yMaTb NPO AePEBHIO
M NPO CBOMX, AyMaTb 0 TeX Mop, NoKa COH TUXO U NTacKo-
BO He 3aBefeT emy nas.

MeBUbI BOPYr 3amMornkatoT. MepKynoB 40oNro AoxuaaeT-
csl, YTOObl OHM ONATL 3anenn; emMy HpaBUTCA Heonpeae-
NeHHas rpycTb M Xanoctb kK camoMy cebe, KoTopyto Bce-
raa Bbi3blBAOT B HEM nevarnbHble MOTMBLI. HO conparthl
nexart Mof4a Ha XXMBOTax, rorioBamMu Apyr K Apyry: OOSK-
HO ObITb, 3ayHbIBHAs NECHA U HA HUX HaBesna Monyanu-
BYt0 TOCKY. MepkynoB rny6boko B3abIxaeT, Jonro ckpebet
noA LUMHENb 3a4ecaBLUyoCd rpyab, caenas npu aTom
cTpagansyeckoe nuo, U MegfieHHO OTXoAMT OT NeBLOB.

Kasapma 3aTuxaeT nocteneHHO. TofbKo BO BTOPOM
B3BOJE CrblllaTcs TO U Aeno B3pbiBbl OYMHOrO XOXoTa.
3aMOLLUHUKOB YK€ OKOHYMIT UCTOPUIO NPO congarta C xe-
NEe3HbIMU KOTTAMU U Tenepb Ha4yMHaAET «MPUCTaBIIATbY.
OH cam — n aktep n umnposusatop. Ero nbumbin Ho-
Mep, KOTOpbIA OH cenvac MU pasbirpblBaeT, — 3TO MOor-
KOBOW CMOTP, NPOU3BOAMMLINA CTPOrMMm reHepanom 3a-
MOLLHUKOBbIM. 3€eCb OH SIBMSIETCA MNOOYepeaHo U Ton-
CTbIM reHeparnom C OfbILLKOW, 1 NOSIKOBbIM KOMaHANPOM,
n wtabc-kanutaHom MasyHoBbIM, U benbadebenem Ta-
pacom [aBpmnoBMYEM, U CTapyXOM XOXITyLLKOW, KOTopas
TONbKO YTO MpuLLfa U3 AepeBHU U «BOCEMHaAUATb NUT
MOCKanue He 6aymna», U KPUBOHOIMMM, KOCbIM PALOBbIM



Teepgoxnebom, n nnadvywmm pedeHkom, n cepguton ba-
pblHen ¢ cobaykon, n TatapmHom KamadyTanHOBbBIM, U
uenbiM 6atanbOHOM congat, U My3blKOW, U MOJSIKOBbIM
Bpa4oM. HaBepHo, Kaxabln N3 cnyluaTternen He MeHee fe-
CATW pa3 NpPUCYTCTBOBAIl HA «MNPUCTaBIEHUAX» 3aMoLL-
HWKOBA, HO MHTEpPeC BOBCE He ocrniabeBaeT OT aToro, Tem
bonee 4TO 3aMOLLUHUKOB BCErda HAHOBO pasyKkpalumMBaeT
cBou gmnanorn 6onkuMmun pudgmamm n To U geno 3arnba-
€T NMOroBOpPKK, 0gHa OPYron HEOXUAAHHEN N HEMPUCTOMN-
Hen... 3aMOYHMKOB BeJET CLEHY, CTOSA B MpoOxoae Mexay
HapaMu 1 OKHOM, 3pUTENN paccennucb 1 pasnernmcb Ha
Hapax.

— Mya3-3blKkaHTbl, MO MecT-a-a-aMm! — KomaHayet 3a-
MOLLHMKOB XPWUNSbIM, HAPO4YHO 3afyLUeHHbIM OSI0COM,
npeyBennu4eHHoO paseBasi PoT N TPSCA 3aKMHYTOW Hasap,
rofloBOW: OH, KOHEYHO, BonTCA KpnyaTb FPOMKO 1 3TUMMU
npuemMamun naobpaxaet 4O N3BECTHON CTEMEHWN OrNyLUn-
TEeNbHOCTb KOMaHAbl NOSIKOBOro komaHaupa. — [lo-onk!
Cnywa-aan! Ha kpay-y-yn! Mysbika, urpan... Tpam, na-
nnMm, TaTu-pa-pam...

3aMOLIHNKOB TPYOMT MapLu, pa3gyBas LWeKn n xrnonas
cebda no HUM nagoHaMK, Kak no 6apabaHy. 3aTemM OH ro-
BOPUT BONKON CKOPOrOBOPKOW:

— Bot eget Ha 6enom koHe xpabpbi reHepan 3amoLu-
HUKOB. CMOTPUT COKOSNOM, rpyab kornecom. Becb MmyHanp
B opAeHax, NocMoTpuLb — npsaMo Tube BepeTb cTpax.



«300p0OBO, MOSOALbI, ClTaBHbIE HUXHENTOMOBLbI!» — «34-
pa-xena-saccc!» «Monogubl, pebatal» — «Pagu crta-
paTbcs, Baccc!..» Cenvac nonkoBom K HEMY C panopToM:
«Bawemy npuacxogutenbcTBy, CrnaBHOMY U xpabpomy
reHepany 3aMOLUHMKOBY MMEK YeCTb fenopTtosaTtb... B
HwxHenomoBCKOM pa3sBeceriom nosike sce obctout bna-
ronony4Ho. o cnucky congatos uenas Toiwa. CTo Yeno-
BEK B flasapeTte Bansiercs, cTo no kabakam wartaetcs, Aa
cTo B berax obpetaercs. [arbaecart nog 3abopom nexar,
NATLAECAT NOL4 apecToOM CUAAT, a NATbAECAT MbsHble —
Ha Horax He cTo4arT... [1BecTy no Mmmpy nowunu nobupatb-
Csl, a Apyrne n COBCEM HUKYAA He rogaTcs. He CTpuKeHbl,
He BpUTLI, MOpPAbI Y HUX HE YMbITbI, MO, rMasamMn CUHSIKK
nogoutel. Llenbln rog HUYEro He enun, He NN, a TONbKO
BCe Mo AeBkam xoaunu. HeT Hawlero nosnka Ha cBeTe Be-
cenee!» — «Monogubl, pedsTa, cnacnbo, kpacasubl!» —
«Pagwn ctapatbcs, Baccc...» — «[1peTeH3nn He nmeete?»
— «Hukak HeT, Baccc...» — «Xneba MHoro eante?» — « Tou-
HO TakK, BaccC... OMMHHO MHOTO: KaK eanMm, Tak 3a ywammu
TpeLnTb, a Cbeagnm, Tak B 6ptoxe nuwwnTby . — «Monoa-
ubl, 6patubl. Tak n HaOoTb. o NECHU, XOTb TPECHMU, Ms-
AN OprioM, a ecTb He npocu. Belgate kaxxgomy congartm-
Ky N0 MaHepke BoAkuW, g4a no pyHTy Tabaky, ga geHbramm
NONTUHHUKY . — «[loKOopHenwe Gnarogapum, Baccc...»

A TyT c-4yac nosikoBou Brepep Bble3xaeT. «[o ump-
MypuanbHOMY MapLly, MOPOTHO, Ha ABYXB3BOAHYK AW-



ctaHumto... lNepeas porta warom!» Mysbika. Ty-py-pym
Ty-pyMm... gyt — aTb, aea! atb, Aaga... Jlleson!.. Jleson!..
Baopyr: «Cto-oi! Haza-ag! OtctaBu-utb!» — «4T10 T-Takoe
3a uctopus?» — «3TO y Bac Kakas poTa, NMOMKOBHUK?»
— «Bocbmas HapesHasi, Baccce...» — «A 3TO YTO 3a Mop-
Aa KpmBas CTOUT B CTpok?» — «PsgoBon TBepaoxneo,
Baccc...» — «[llporHaTte co cMOTpa M BCbiNnaTb NATbAe-
CAT...»

Conpartbl XOX0O4YT, U BCEX rpoM4ye pagoson Teepao-
xneb, KOTOPOro Co BCeX CTOPOH TorKatT nog 6oka nok-
Tamun. [JanbLie oObIkKHOBEHHO crnefyeT pacckas 0 TOM, Kak
nocne cMoTpa reHepan 3amMoLlHuKoB obenaeT y nornko-
BOro KOMaHgmpa.

— «Bam 6opLiy unu cyny, Bacc?..» — «MHe 6bl TOro un
apyroro... nodone...» — «A Bogoyku, Bacc?..» — «I'Mm...
MOXXHO M BOLOYKW... CTaKaH4uK». 3aTeM MOET U3biCKaH-
HbIN Pa3roBop C NOSIKOBHUYbEN A0YKON: «BbapbllWwHS, yro-
CTUTE MOUENYNYNKOM». — «AX, YTO Bbl-C... HELITO 3TO
MOXHO npu nanawax?.. OHM yBMaaKTb...» — «Henbas,
3HAUUT?» — «AXXX... HUKAK HEBO3MOXHO». — «B Takom
pase npegnoxanymre pyyky». — «Pyyky nssonsre...»

Ho 3amMolHuKoB He ycneBaeT LOKOHYUTb «MpUCTaB-
neHbsi». BHe3anHo pactBopsieTcs OBepb KasapMbl, U B
npoceeTte nokasbiBaetcs durypa denbacdebens Tapaca
[aBpunoBuya, B OAHOM HMXHEM Bernbe, B Tydnsax Ha 60-
CYy HOTY 1 B O4Kax.



— Yero BbI roroyeTe, CNoBHO epebubl Ha oBec? — pas-
[aeTca ero cepanTbi cTapyeckuin okpuk. — Koraga Bbl yTu-
xomuputecb?! BoT s Bac Bcex cendac no mopaam pac-
kaccupyto. Hy!.. )Kuso pacxogucs!..

ConpaTbl MeaneHHO, HEOXOTHO PacxXogAaTCcs Mo CBO-
nMm mectam. HeoBbIKHOBEHHO ObICTPO, B Kakmx-HUOyOb
NATb MUHYT, Ka3apma COBCEM CTUXaeT. [[ge-To cpeau Hap
CMbIWNTCA TOPONNMBLIN LWenoT MonuTebl: «focnogn Cy-
ce Xpucrte... CbiHe 60xuir, nomunyn Hac... lNpeceatasa
Tpouvua, NoMUnNym Hac». [ae-To 3By4YHO nagaroT OOuH 3a
APYrMM Ha acanbToBbIv Mo COPOLLEHHbIE C HOT canoru.
KTo-TO KawnseT rnyxo, ¢ Hagcanou, no-oseydbm... XKn3Hb
cpasy npekparunacs.

MepkyroB npogosmkaeT xoauTb no kasapme. OH nget
BAOMNb CTEHbI, MalMHanNbLHO o6amnpasa Hortem 60nbLIoro
nanbua MacrnsiHyto kpacky. Congatbl nexat Ha Hapax, No-
KpbITble CBEPXY CEPbIMU LUMHENSAMU, TECHO NPUXaBLUUCH
apyr K apyry. lNpu Tycknom, KonTdwwem cBeTe HOYHMKOB
ovepTaHus CNAWMX puryp TepstoT peskoCTb, CrIMBAKOTCS,
n Kaxetcs, ByaTo 3TO Nexar He ngu, a cepble, 0gHO00-
pasHble N HENOABWXHbIE BOpOXa LUMHENEN.

OT Hevero genaTb Mepkynos npucmMaTpuBaeTcs K Cns-
wum. OOuH NEXNUT Ha CNUHe, MNOAHSIB N COrHYB MOA OCT-
PbIM YIIIOM HOMM; OH NOJSTypacKpbIn poT U AbIWKUT riy6o-
KO M POBHO; C fnvLa ero He CxoguT CMNOKOWHOeE, rnyrnoe
BblpaXkeHue. [Ipyron CrnvT Ha XMBOTE, YTKHYBLUUCH rorio-



BOM B CrnMb NEBON pyKW, MEXAY TEM Kak npasasi NpoTs-
HyTa BAOOMb Tena v BbIBOPOYEHa NagoHbio Hapyxy. [o-
nble HOMN BbICYHYIUCb U3-MOA KOPOTKOW LUMHENN; UKPbI
Ha HUX HaMPY>XWUUCb, a KOHUbI NarnbLeB CBeOEeHbl, KaK
B cygopore. BoT ckopunnca congat Ectudees, semnsk
MepkyrioBa n cocefi ero no cTpoto. KaxeTcs, Hapo4HO He
npUMeLLb TakOW HeeCTeCTBEHHOW Mo3bl: ronosa rnybo-
KO 3acyHyTa No4 KyMadoBYHO 3acarneHHYH NnogyLuKy, Horu
npwXatbl YyTb He K camomy noabopoaky. [omkHO BbiTb,
KpoBb Npununa Ectndgeey k ronose, NOTOMY YTO U3-No0S,
noAayLUKn pasgaroTcs MeasieHHble, MyYuTeNnbHbIe CTOHBbI.

MepKyroBy XYTKO U TArOCTHO. Bcero HECKONbKO MUHYT
Hasag BCe 3TW CTO YernoBeK XOAWUMWU, CMEeSNnUChb, pasro-
BapvBanun, 6paHnnUCb... N BOT OHKU, BCe A0 OAHOrO, rne-
Xart, HenoaBWXKHbIE, CTOHYLLME U Xpansawue, obbsaTble K
YHECEHHbIe KakoW-TO Opyaol, HEMOHATHOW, TAUHCTBEH-
HOW >XM3Hb. 1N KaXgoro n3 HUX yxxe HeT Bornee Hu BO-
€HHOW CNyX0bl C ee TArOCTAMU N HanyCKHbIM BECESTbEM,
HW CKY4YHOro Mpaka KasapMmbl, HU coceda, 6eCnokonHo
MEeYyLLEerocs y Hero Ha rpyam rofioBon, HM OAUHOKO Bpo-
asuero co ceoen Tockon Mepkynosa. U TeMHbIN yXac
3anornsaeT NnoHemHory B cepaue Mepkynosa, ChexusaeT
KOXY Ha ero Yyepene 1 BOSTHOM XOSTOAHbIX MypaLlek 6exuT
no ero CrnuHe.

OH ocTaHaBnvBaeTCs NPOTMB YacoB, BUCALLMX B Tpe-
TbeM B3BOAE NoJ HOYHMKOM, W OOSro, NpUcTansHO CMOT-



pUT Ha HuX. MepKynoB nnoxo pasbupaer BpeMS, HO OH
3HaeT (9T0 emMy Tepnenueo U NPOCTPaHHO OOBLACHAN ce-
rOAHA OEXYPHbIN), 4YTO Korga 6onbluasi cTpenka ctaHeT
NPsSMO BBEPX, @ MarieHbKasi MoYTU NeprneHAnKYINsapHO K
Hen BNpaBo, TO Toraa Hago eMy CMEHSATbCS. OTO ObbIK-
HOBEHHble ABYXpybneBble Yacbl ¢ H6enbiM KBagpaTHbIM
undgepbnatomM, paspmcoBaHHbLIM MO yrram po3aHamu, C
MeLHbIMW TMpbKaMn, K OOHON N3 KOTOPbIX NOABsA3aHbl Be-
PEBKOW KaMeHb 1 XernesHbi 60T, ¢ n3dbnTbiM OT BpeMe-
HW, TOYHO MU3XKEeBaHHbIM, MEAHbIM MasTHUKOM.

— Twn-ta, TM-Ta, — OTCYUTLIBAET Cpean TULLMHbI MasT-
HUK, 1 MepKynoB BHMMAaTESbHO MPUCIYLLUMBAETCSA K €ro
xoay. NepBbin yaap cnabee n vnile, a BTOPOW 3BYUUT rMy-
X0 1 BblbMBaeTcs ¢ TpyaoMm, kak byaTto Obl ero 4To-To 3a-
Aep>KMBaeT BHYTPU, U CrbILLHO, Kak Mexay obonmu yaa-
pamu B cepeauHe 4YacoB NepeaepruBaeTca Kakasa-To Le-
noyka. Tu-k-ta, TM-k-Ta... U MepkynoB wenyeT BCres 3a
X04oOM YacoB: «TdroTa, TaroTa...» CTpaHHas OyxoBHas
CBSA3b €CTb MeXxay 3TMMKU YacaMn N HOYHbIM B0ApCTBO-
BaHnem MepkynoBa: TO4HO 06a OHM — OOHW B Kazapme —
OCYXO€eHbl KaKOM-TO XXECTOKOW CUION TOCKINBO OTCYUTbI-
BaTb CEKYHAbl U TOMUTLCA OONTUM OAMHOYECTBOM. «T4-
rota, TArota», — MOHOTOHHO M yCTano LwenyetT MagTHUK.
B kaszapme CKy4HO M XXYTKO, HOYHUKM ene CBETAT, B Yyr-
nax rpomo3sgatcs 6e3obpasHbie TeHN, U MepKynoB COHHO
LenyeT BMecTe C MasiTHUKOM: «Ta-ro-tay...



[MoTom OH naeT B ganbHUM yros nepBoro B3soga u ca-
ANTCA MeXAy MNeYKon N pyXenHou nupamMmuaon Ha BbICO-
KoM TabypeTe C 3an0CHEHHbLIM N NOYEPHEBLLNM OT Bpe-
MeHU cuaeHbeM. OT XKenesHom Nevkn naet nerkoe Tenno
BMecCTe C 3anaxom yrapa. Mepkynos rnyboko 3acoBbiBa-
€T PYK/ B pyKaBa v 3ayMblBaETCS.

BcnomuHaetca emy nmMcbMoO, MNONy4YeHHOE TPETbEro
AHSA «C pOAMHbBI». ITO NMUCbMO YUTanNn emy BCIyX: CHa-
Yyarna B3BOAHbIN yHTep-oduuep, NOTOM POTHLIW NUcapb,
NOTOM BCE rPaMOTHblE 3eMIISIKM, TaK YTO TEKCT nNucbma
MepkynoB ycnen Bbly4nTb HaM3ycTb U Jaxe NoAcKa3bl-
Ban yteuam HepasbopumBble MecTa.

«llucbemo  condamckoe, NeXomHoe, O4YeHb
HyxHoe. [TucbMo nyuweHo ¢ poduHbl 20 ceHmMsbps
Hacmosiwezo 2oda. Ceno Mokpbie Bepxu, om omuya
gawezo.

JTrobesHblIl cbiHOK Haw Jlyka Mouceesuy!

Bo nepebix cmpokax cez2o rnucbMa Mnochliaem
mebe podumernbckoe Hawe b6nazocriogeHue U
)xenaem om 2ocroda 6oz2a cKoOpo2o U cHacmu8o20
ycriexa 8 Oenlax eawux u yeedomrsisieM eac, 4mo
Mbl ¢ Mamywkou eaweu Jlykepbel TpoghumosHoU,
crnasa 6oay, Xuebl U 300p08bI, He20 U 8aM Xeslaem.
Euwe knaHsiemcs eam nobswas cyrnpyea TambsiHa
UeaHosHa u rocblnaem ceoe UCKpeHHO nobsujee
Cyrnpy>xecKkoe rnodymeHue, ¢ 5110608k HU3KUU rMOKI0H
u xenaem eam om boza ece2o xopowezo. Ewe



KnaHsiemcsi mebe nobesHbIl mecmeduk meou NeaH
®edoceesuy ¢ cynpyaol u ¢ demkamu 8 Xeraem
eam ycriexa 8 Oenax sawux. Ewe knaHsemcsi eam
bpamey saw Hukonal Mouceesuy ¢ cynpyaol u ¢
demkamMu U C HU3KUM rOK/IOHOM Xeflaem eaMm om
6oza scez2o xopoweeo.

A y Hac ece, crnaesa boey, 6razornorny4Ho, 4eao
u mebe om ecel Oywu xernaem. B OepesHe y Hac
ece rno-cmapomy. Ha npeducmyro cesopen y Hac
Hukonat UeaHos ¢ 6onbwot dopoau. becripemeHHo
He Kmo, kak Mamiowka, crnanum, mak u ypsiOHUK
ckasan. Muneit Jlykawa, npowy s mebs, nponuwu
rnosicHee, 1 8 saweM [UCbMEe HUYe20 He [OHS,
MOMOMY 4YmO [I/I0XO MUCaHO, HUKMO He MOXem
rpoYumame, U NPOMUWU, KMo ee rucars u Kmo rucarl
alpec, Henb3s MOHSAMb, 4Ybsi 3MO pyKa rucarna,
HO npubnusumenbHO 6bl nuuwieme Mmakyr 4yulb,
Umo He MOXHO U eepumb makou 3pyHOe. 3a cum
ocmarock nobsawut omey M.MepKyrnos, a 3a He2o,
b6eszpamMomHo20, pacnucarncs AHaHut Knumoey.

— Ax, 6epa, 6ena, — wenyetr Mepkynos v nNpu 3TOM
KayaeT ronoBoWn 1 ropecTHO NpULLENKNBaeT A3bIKOM. [1y-
MaeT OH O TOM, 4YTO eLle ABa roga C NULLIKOM OCTanochb
eMy «CMOMHATb AONr oTeyecTBay, O TOM, Kak TPy4HO U
TSDKENO XKUTb Ha YYy>KOM CTOPOHE, AYMAET U O CBOEN XKeHe
TaTtbsiHe VIBaHOBHe. «baboyka oHa monopas, Becenas,
GanoBaHHas. ToxXe Noau HENerko XWTb YeTblpe-To roaa
6e3 Myxa, B Yyxoun cembe... Congatka... IaBecTHO, Ka-



Kne OHW, conaaTku-To 3Tu camble... BoT nopyunk 3abus-
KWH BCerga CMeTCs. .. , I bl XKeHaTbIn?“ — cnpocuT. ,TOYHO
Tak, Bawbpoab, xxeHatbin“. — Hy, Tak norogmn, norogu, ro-
BOPUT, BOPOTULLLCS CO CryXbbl — B JOME HOBble paboT-
HUKN NpnbyayT“». MM!.. XopoLo emy cmeaTbes. TONCThIN
Aa rmagkun... Betan ytpedkom — varky ¢ Oyno4ykomn Ha-
NUNCS... AEHLWMK eMy canoXKu 4nicTble nogan. Boeiwen
Ha yyeHbe — 3Haun cebe nanMpocoYkM nonanueaert. A Thbl
BOT cuau Lenyk Houb... — X, 6ena, 6ena, 6ena-a-a, —
wen4yetT MepkynoB, okaHyMBasi nocnegHee CroBoO AfNH-
HbIM, FNMYBOKMM 3€BKOM, OT KOTOPOro Yy HEro Aaxe cnesbl
BbICTYNaloT Ha rnasax.

Hukorga ewe MepkynoB He 4yBCTBOBan cebs Takmm
NOKUHYTbIM, 3aTEPAHHBIM, XanknMm... Xo4eTcs emy noro-
BOPUTb C KakUM-HMByab A0OpbIM 1 MONYanuBbIM Yeno-
BEKOM, OOBACHUTL MY XanoCTHbIMU ClIOBaMu BCE CBOU
ropectu n 3ab0oTbl, 1 4TOObLI 3TOT AOOPbLIN N MONYanNMBbLIN
Yenosek crnyLlan BHAMaTenbHOo, Bce Obl NOHMMan n Bce-
My codyBCTBOBan... [la rae e ero Hanaellb, 3TOro 4Yeno-
Beka? Kaxxgomy o cebsi, o cBoen 3aboTyLKn. «OpbKO,
GpaTen, Moy, — AyMaeT, nokadnsas ronosoun, Mepkynos
1 BCnep 3a TeM Npou3HOCUT BCIYX, MPOTSXKHbLIM, NEBYYUM
rofiOCOM:

— O-0X, 1 ro-0-opbKO...

M BOT NOHEMHOXKY, Bnosirorioca, Mepkynos Ha4yMHaeT
HaneBaTb. CHa4yana B ero necHe no4yTn HeT cnos. Bbixo-



[UT YTO-TO 3ayHbIBHOE, NnevanbHoe U 6ecTonkoBoe, HO
pasmsryaloLlee 1 NpUATHO LeBensilee AayLly: «9-3-a-ax
Thi-bl, 1A 3-3-0X [0-0-0PbKO-0...» [10TOM Ha4MHaT noa-
GupaTtbcsa 1 crnoBa — Bce Takue Xopoluune, TporatenbHble
croBa:

0O-0x, Aa Tbl MOSi MaTyLLUKa,
3-0X, 4a Mosi poaMMEHbKa-g-a...

TyT MepkynoB OKOHYaTeNbHO MPOHUKAETCA ryOoKom
Xanoctbto k 6egHomy, 3abbiTtoMmy congaty Jlyke Mepky-
nosy. KopMAT ero Bnporonodb, HapshxakT He B odepeb
AHEeBanuTb, B3BOOHbLIN €ro pyraeT, OTAENEHHbIN pyraeT, —
WHOW pa3 M KynakoM TKHET B 3ybbl, — y4eHbe TsKesoe,
TpyaHoe... donro nn 3aboneTtb, pyKy nu, HOry criomaTb,
OT rna3Hon 60ne3Hn OcrnenHyTb, — BOH Y NOMOBWHbI POThI
rnasa rHostca? A 10, MOXET, U YMepPETb Ha YYy>KOM CTOPO-
He npugeTtcs... YTo-To ropectHoe nogctynaetr Mepkyro-
BY K CAMOW IMOTKe, YTO-TO HAYMHAET crnerka nowmnbiBaTb
eMy BeKW, a B rpyau nog NoXxXeykoum OH ollyLiaeT npwu-
NUB UCKYCCTBEHHOW, 3aMuparoLien, TOMHOMW, criagkoBa-
TOM TOCKK. U ewye Bonblue TporatoT ero neyanbHble Cno-
Ba MMMNPOBU3NPOBAHHOW MECHM, ELLIE HEXXHEE U NpeKpac-
Hee KaxeTcsl eMy CBOM COOCTBEHHbIN MOTUB:

OX Tbl, MOl MaMblIHbKa,
MonoXwu X Tbl MMHE BO rpO-Or,



[MonoXxwu Bo COCHOBbIN fa BO rpon,
Bo cocHoBbIN rpon, A4a BO OCMHOBBIN. ..

Bosgyx B kazapme CryCtusncs n ctan HeBbIHOCUMO TS-
xen. ToyHo B GaHe, CKBO3b 3aBecy napa, cnabbiMmu, pac-
NNbIBYATLIMU NATHAMW CBETAT HOYHUKMN, Y KOTOPbIX CTEK-
na novyepHenu ceepxy oT Konotn. MepKynos cuawuT, crop-
OMBLINCH, NepensieTs Horn 3a TabypeTHyo nepeknaguHy
1 rny0boKo BOBUHYB PYKWU B pyKaBa LUMHENN. TecHo, xap-
KO M HEMOBKO €MY B LUMHENWN, — BOPOTHUK TPET 3aTbINOK,
KPHOYKM 4aBAT ropro, U cnatb eMy XO4eTcsi CTpalluHo. Be-
KM Yy HEro TOMHO pacnyxnu n 3yasT, B yLUAx CTOUT KaKOW-TO
rMyXOW, HENPEPbIBHbIN LLYM, a rge-TO BHYTPU, HE TO B rpy-
AW, He TO B XXMBOTE BCE HE MPOXOAMT TAryyas, nputopHas
dunsunyeckas ncroma. MepkynoB He xo4eT nogaaBaTbCH
CHY, HO BpEMEHaMM YTO-TO MSArKOe W BriacTHOE MpuUsT-
HO CXXWMaEeT ero rofioBy; Toraa BEKW BAPYr 3aapoXaT U
COMKHYTCS C yCTarnown pesblo, NpUTOpHasa UcTtoma cpasy
nponagaer, u yxxe HeT 6onbLue HY Ka3dapMbl, HA ANTMHHON
HOYK, N Ha HECKONbKO cekyHa MepKynoBy fierko 1 nokom-
HO A0 BnaxeHcTBa. OH cam He 3aMeyYaeT B TO BPEMS, YTO
rorioBa ero KOpOTKMMW, BHeE3anHbIMWU TONYKamMun nagaet
BCE HWXE N HWXe, N BOPYT... CUNIbHO Ka4yHYBLUUCb BCEM
TEenom Bnepes, OH C UCMyroM OTKpPbIBAET rnasa, BbINpsiM-
NseTcs, BCTPAXMBAET rofloBOM, U ONATb BCTyNaeT eMy B
rpyab NpUTOpHas, cocyLlas uctoma 6eccoHbs.



A namaTb MepkynoBa B 3T KOPOTKUE CEKYHbl HEOXN-
AAHHOW nonyapeMoThbl BCe He MOXET OTopBaTbCs OT Je-
PEBHW, U NPUATHO EMY N 3aHMMATENbHO, YTO O YeM Bbl OH
HW BCMOMHWIT, TaK Cenyac e 3To 1 BUOMT nepeq rnasa-
MU, — TaK SIPKO, OTYETIMBO M KpacuBO BUOUT, KakK HUKOrAa
He yBuAWLWb HasBy. BoT ero crtapbi, 6enbin, BeCcb yce-
SAHHbIN «rpedkon» MepuH. CTOUT OH Ha 3efIeHOM BbIrOHe
CO CBOMMM COFHYTbIMW NepegHMN Horamu, ¢ TopYaLLm-
MM KOCTALLKaMU Ha KpecTLe, C BbICTYNaLMMM Pe3KO Ha
bokax pebpamu. lonoBa ero yHbII0 U HEMNOABWMXHO Ory-
LLleHa BHU3, Apabnasa HWxHss ryba, ¢ peakmmu, NpsiMbiMu
n ASIMHHBIMK BOSTOCaMu, OTBUCAA, rnasa, LBeTa fIMHANON
Gupto3bl, ¢ BenbiMn pecHuuamm, CMOTPAT Tyno U yaus-
NeHHo.

A TyT, cenyac xe 3a BbITOHOM, MAET Npoe3xasa Lnpo-
kas gopora. U kaxxetca MepkyroBy, 4To Tenepb — TENMbIN
BeYep paHHelr BECHbI 1 YTO BCS Jopora, YepHas OT rpsasu,
n3bopoxaeHa criefamu KonblT, a B rybokunx Konesx cro-
UT BoAa, pO30Bas U stHTapHasi OT BedepHen 3apu. Nepe-
cekasi 4opory, BbeTcHa U3-nog 6peBeHyaToro MocTka y3-
Kasi peyYoHKa, TOYHO CXXaTasi B HEBbICOKMX, HO KPYTbIX U3Y-
MpYZAHO-3ereHblx beperax, rmagkas, kak 3epkarno, u yxe
YyTb-4yTb NOAEPHYTas BAaAnNu nerkum TymaHom. BepHo
N pPe3Ko OTPasuiiNCb B HEN BHU3 BEPXyLUKaMU NpUopex-
Hble KpYyrrible, NMOKPbITble XXenTo-3eMeHbIM MyXOM BETSbI
n camble Bepera, KOTOPbIE KaXyTCH B BOAE eLle CBeXeEMN,



ewie naympygHou. A BOT BAarneke Ha sicCHom Hebe CcTpon-
HO N YETKO PUCYETCS KOSTOKOSbHA LUepKBU, AepeBsiHHas,
Benas, ¢ po30BbIMM NPOAOSTbHLIMM NOSIOCaMU U C KPYTOM
3eneHou Kpblwen. Cenyac xe psiaom € LLEPKOBbLIO N Mep-
KyJIOBCKMIA Oropof;: BOH Jaxke BMAHO NOKPUBMUBLLIEECS Ha-
OOK 1 TOYHO NajatoLlee Brnepes Yyyeno B CTapoM OTLOB-
CKOM KapTy3e, C pacTOonbIpEHHbIMU pyKaBamMu, oTpenaH-
HbIMM Ha KOHLAX, HaBcerga 3acTbiBLUEE B PELLUMNTENbHON
N HaNpPs>XeHHOW nose.

N kaxxeTca MepkynoBy, YTO OH caM efeT Mo 3Ton vep-
HOW, rPA3HON Jopore, Bo3BpaLLadch ¢ nawHU. OH 60kom
cvanT Ha 6enom MepuHe, MoTas CryLEHHbIMU BHU3 HO-
ramu 1 ep3asi Npu Kaxaom Luare nowaan B3ag v Bnepes,
Ha ee xpebTe. Horm nowaam 3By4HO YMOKAIOT, Bblrie3as
n3 rpssun. Jlerknin BeTepok 4y Tb 3ageBaeT nuuo Mepkyro-
Ba, NpUHOCA ¢ cobor rnyboknin, CBEXNn apomaT 3eMIu,
eLle He BbICOXLLEN NOCne CHera, U XOpoLlo, pagoCTHO Ha
aywe y MepkyrnoBa. Yctan OH, BblIburica us cun, s3ogpas
3a HblHELWHWN AEHb YYTb NN HE LIeNyr AECATUHY 3eMnu;
HOET Y Hero Bce Teno, JIOMUT PYKW, TPYAHO pa3rmbaTb U
crnbatb CNuHy, a OH, HebpexHo BonTasa Horamu, 3Hau 3a-
nmnBaeTcs BO BCHO rpyab:

Bbl, cagbl-bl b, MOW ca-agbl!..

AX, Kak xopoLlo emy bygeTt cenvac, Korga OH YrsbKeT-



Cs1 B MPOXSIaAHOW pure, Ha corome, BbITsIHYB M CBOBOAHO
pa3bpocaB HaTPY>XXEHHbIE PYKN N HOrw!..

[onoBa MepkynoBa onaTb NagaeT BHU3, YyTb HE Kaca-
SICb KOMeH, n onatb MepKynoB npocbinaeTcs ¢ NpuTop-
HbIM, TOMALWMM oLlyLeHnem B rpyan. «Hukak, s B3gpe-
Man? — WwenyeT OH B yauBrieHun. — BoT Tak wryka!» Emy
CTPALLHO Xanb TOMbKO YTO BUOEHHOW YepPHOWN BECEHHEN
A0pOrK, 3anaxa CBexemn 3emMnm n HapsaHOro oTpaXkeHus
NPUOpPEXHbIX BETEN B rMagkom 3epkane peyvkn. Ho oH 6o-
nTca cnatb U, YTobbl 0604PUTLCS, ONATL HAYMHAET XO-
AnTb No kasapme. Horu ero 3amnenu ot gonroro cuae-
HWUS, 1 NPU NEPBLIX LLarax OH COBCEM HE YyBCTBYET MX.

Mpoxoas mumo Yacos, MepKynoB CMOTPUT Ha uudep-
6nat. bonblwas cTpenka ynepnacb NnpamMo BBepX, a Ma-
NneHbKasl oToluna OT Hee YyTb-4yTb Bnpaso. «[locne no-
nyHouny, — coobpaxaet MepkynoB. OH CUNbHO 3eBaeT,
ObICTPbIM OBUKEHMEM HECKOSBLKO pas Kpsigy KpecTuT poT
1 6OpMOYET YTO-TO BpoAe MONUTBLI: «locnogu... uapuua
HebecHas... ewe Hebocb Yaca AaBa C MNOMOBUHOW OCTa-
nocob... Ceatble yrogHuku... lNetpa, Anekces, NoHbl, du-
nunna... Ao6pONOXMBLUMX OTLUOB U OpaTumn HalmX...»

KepocuH goropaet B HOYMHUKAXxX, U B Kas3apme CTaHo-
BUTCSA COBCEM TEMHO. [103bl y cnsaWwmMxX My4YnTENbHO Ha-
NpsPKEHHbIE, HeecTecTBeHHbIE. [JoMmkHO ObITh, Y BCEX Ha
XECTKMX CEHHMKax obomnenu pyks v 3aTeknv ronosbl.
OToBcloay, Co BCeX CTOPOH, pa3gatoTcs xanobHble cTo-



Hbl, rNybokne B3OOXM, HE3AOPOBbIM, 3axnebbiBatoLmii-
ca xpan. YTo-To 3noBellee, yapyyarollee, TaMHCTBEHHOE
CNbILUNTCA B 3TUX HEYENOBEYECKNX 3BYKaX, NOYLLUNX cpe-
AN nevyanbHOro Mpaka us-nog cepbix, ogHo06pa3sHbIX BO-
POXOB...

— Ha gBop BbITTUTb, 4YTO Nb? — roBopuT Mepkynos ca-
Momy cebe BCryx U MeaneHHo MAOET K ABEPSIM.

Ha gBope — ryctas TeMeHb 1 NbET He NepecTaBas Mern-
K1, YacTbin oxab. Ha gpyrom KoHue fBopa efsa 00-
pucoBbIBaeTCs psig crnabo ocBeLLeHHbIX OKOH: 3TO Kasap-
Mbl LLECTOW N cegbMon poT. Joxauk rnyxo 6apabaHnt no
Kpbllle, CTY4UT B OKOHHbIE CTEKNA, CTYYUT MO MEPKYNoB-
ckon cpypaxke. [oe-to B6nmn3n Boga 6eXmnt co 3BOHOM U
TOPOMNNMBLIM XypYaHUeM 13 xenoba 1 NOTOM nneLweTcs
Nno KakMM-To KamHsaAM. CKBO3b 3TOT LWyM MepKynoBy Cribl-
LIaTCsA NOPOI0 CTpaHHbIe 3BYKU! TOYHO KTO-TO MOET K HEMY
BOOSTb Ka3apMEHHOW CTEHbI, H4acTO M TSKeNo wrenas no
nyxam Horamun. Mepkynos obopaynBaeTcH B 9Ty CTOPOHY
N Hanpsaraet 3peHune. LLinenaHbe ToTHac e npekpawaeT-
cs. Ho egBa MepKyrnoB OTBEPHETCH, Kak ONATb HauYnHa-
0T LWenaTb MO BoAe rpysHble, crewwHble warn. «Mepe-
wuntcaly — pewaet MepKyrnoB 1 NoabIMaeT KBEPXY rono-
BY, MOACTaBNSAA NMUO NoA YacTtble Kannu... Ha Hebe HeT
HW OOHOW 3Be3abil...

Baopyr psaom, B kazapme NsAToun poThl, ObICTPO pacKpbl-
BaeTCS HapYXy BXOAHas ABEPb, 1 ABEPHON 6NOK NPOH3K-



TenbHO B3BM3rMBaET Ha BeCb ABOpP. Ha cekyHay B cnabom
CBeTe pacnaxHyTon ABepu MernbKaeT urypa congara B
LUMHenNu n B Wwanke. Ho gBepb ToTYac e 3axsonHynach,
yBrnekaemasi CHoBa B3BU3rHyBLUMM G10KOM, 1 B TEMHOTE
Henb3a gaxe onpegenuTb ee mecTa. Bblwegwmin n3 kKa-
3apMbl congaT CTOMT Ha KpblSbLE; ChbILWHO, Kak OH Kps-
KaeT OT CBEXero Bo3ayxa 1 CUNbHO NOTUPaET pyKamu oa-
Ha O Apyryto.

«Toxe gHeBarnbHbIN, OMKHO ObITbY, — AyMaeT Mepky-
NOB, W ero CTpacTHO TAHET NOAOUTU K 3TOMY BOAPCTBYIO-
LLiEMY, XXMBOMY YeroBeEKY, MOCMOTPETb Ha €ro nnuo unm
XOTb NocnywaTtb ero rosioc.

— 3N, 3eMna4vok! — oknmkaetT Mepkynos HEBUANMOIO B
TEMHOTe congarta. — A HET K y Bac, 3eMMAAYOK, CNINYKN?

— Kaxuncb, AOMKHbI ObITb, — OTBEYAET C KpblnbLa rny-
XOn 1 cunnbin ronoc. lNocTton... a9 cenvyac...

N MepkynoB crnblwunT, Kak congar 4ofro oxnonbiBaeT
cebda no kKapMaHaM U Kak, HaKOHeL,, TapaxTSaT B KOpobke
HaNOEeHHbIE CMNYKM.

O6a conpata cxogaTcsa Ha cepeavHe mexay obenmum
Kaszapmamu, y konogua, oTbICKMBas Apyr Apyra no 3ByKy
canor, wnenarLwmnx No MOKPOW CKOMNb3KOW rMUHE.

— BoT BaM cnun4kn, — roBopuT cosngart, u Tak kak Mep-
KyrnOB HE MOXET cpasy HauTu ero NPOTAHYTOM PYKU, TO OH
cnerka norpoMbIXMBaEeT KOPOOKOM.

Ho MepkyrnoBy CnNn4YkM BOBCE HE HYXHbl, — OH HE KYy-



PUT, — MY TOSMbKO XOTENOCb XOTb MUHYTY MNOObLITb OKO-
NO XWBOrO 4YerioBeka, He OXBa4YE€HHOro 3TOW CTPaHHOM,
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOM CUITON CHa.

— Cnacnbo Bam, — roBopuT MepKynoB, — MHE TOSIbKO
napouyky. ¥ MeHsi B kazapme eCcTb kopobka, Aa BOT CnnY-
KN-TO, NPU3HATbLCS, BbILLSN.

Ob6a conpata 3axogAaT Noa BbICOKUMW HaBec, YCTpo-
€eHHbI Hag konoguem. MepkyrnoB ans 4ero-to Tporaet
OrpOMHOE OepEBSHHOE KOMeco, NpuBOAsLLEE B ABMXKE-
Hue Ban. Koneco »anobHo CKpMnuT n genaet MArkiin pas-
Max. CongaTbl 0brnoka4nBatoTCsi Ha BEpxHUi cpyb konoa-
LUa n, CBECUB BHM3 rOfiIOBbI, NPUCTANbHO MAAAT B 3USI0-
LLIYIO TEMHOTY.

— Cnatb xo4eTtcq, bpaTtel Mon, — cTpacTb! — roBopuT
MepKynoB 1 rpOMKO 3€BaeT.

3eBaeT ToTHac Xe u gpyrovn congart. VIx ronoca n 3eBku
rNyxo, packaTtucTo U YCUITIEHHO OTAAlTCA B NyCTOTE rMny-
©okoro konoaua.

— Yac, gomkHO, nepBbii B Hadane? — cnpawmBaeT
HEeXoT4, BAMbIM rofIoCOM congart nATon poTbl. — Bbl € Ka-
Koro roga?

Mo nsmeHusLemycs 3ByKy ronoca Mepkyros goragbl-
BAETCs, YTO congar noBepHysncda K Hemy nuuom. lNosep-
TbiBaeTca U MepKyroB, HO B TEMHOTE He BUAUT faxe dou-
rypbl ceBoero cobeceqHuka.

— A ¢ peBsaHocToro. A Bbi?



— W a ¢ geBaHocToro. Bel — TOXe oproukne?

— MbI — KpoMckue, — otBeyvaeT MepkynoB. — Hawa ge-
peBHs1 Mokpble Bepxu nposbiBaetca. MoxeT, crnbiwann?

— He... Mbl ganbHue... mbl n3-nog camoro Enbuya. U
CKyKa e, bparten Tbl mon! — [NocnegHue cnoea OH Npo-
N3HOCUT BMECTE C 3€BKOM, IMyXNM, HYTPSAHbIM rOsIOCOM U
Hepa3bopuMBO, TaK YTO Y HEMO BbIXOOWUT: «bl FYry bl aatel
Tbl Mmon!»

O6a oHu 3amornkaT Ha HekoTopoe Bpemsi. Conaar un3
Enbua nnoet ckBo3b 3ybbl npsaMo B Konogew,. Npoxogut
OKONO OEeCATU CekyH, B TedeHue KoTopbix Mepkynos ¢
noBoNbLITCTBOM NPUCYLUMBAETCH, HAKITOHMB FONOBY Ha-
6ok. Bopyr n3 TeMHOTbI JOHOCUTCA HEOBBLIYHO YNCTLIN U
SICHBbIN — TOYHO yaap ABYX rMagkux KamMHen gpyr o apyra
— 3BYK LUNenkKa.

— W mobiboko xe TyTal — roBoput congat n3 Enbua m
OnATb NIIOET B KONoael,

— ['pex B BOOy nneeatb. He rogntca 310, — Noy4nTeno-
HO 3amedaeT MepKynoB 1 ToT4ac e cam NKET, B CBOIO
ovepenb.

Ob6oux congar 4ype3BbiHaHO 3aHMMAaET TO, YTO MEX-
Ay NSEBKOM M 3BYKOM, pasgatoLLmMcs NOoTOM M3 Koroaua,
NPOXOAUT TakK MHOIO BPEMEHM.

— A 4TO, exenun Tyaa curaHyTb? — BOpYr cnpalumBaeT
conpgat n3 Enbua. Hebocb, nokamecT gonetullb, Tak 0b
CTEHKM ronoBon n3obbeLbea?



— Kak He n3butbes... N300bewbes, — yBepEeHHO OT3bl-
BaeTcsa Mepkynos. — B nyywem Buge n3obbeLlbes.

— bsapa! — rosoput gpyrown congart, 1 Mepkyrnos gora-
AbIBAETCS, YTO OH KavyaeT rosioBoM.

OnaTb HacTynaeT 4onroe MornyaHue, 1 onAaTb congarbl
NNIKT B Konofeu. Bopyr Mepkynos oxuernseTcs:

— Bot wTtyka-To 6bIna, 6pateun mon! Cuxy A cendvac B
Kasapme u Toro... 3agpemart, 40/MKHO BbITb, HEMHOXKO. ..
N kakon MHe 3TO... YygHOW COH NPUCHUIICS.

Emy xo4eTca pacckasaTb CBOM COH CO BCEM NPENeCTbio
MENKNX NO3TUYECKMX NoapOBHOCTEN, C Yapyowmum apo-
MaTOM POLHOW 3eMNKN U Oanekon, NpuBbIYHON, NobumMon
XWN3HW. HO y Hero BbIXOOUT YTO-TO CIIULUKOM MpPOCTOeE,
bnegHoe N HeENHTepeCHoe.

— Buxy 5, 6yaTo 66l 4, 3HauuT, y ceba B gepeBHe. U kak
6yato 6bl Beyep... I BCe MHe CKpO3b BUOHO... TO €CTb
TaK BUOHO, TaK BUOHO, TOYHO U HE BO CHE...

— H-Ha... 310 GbIBaeT, — paBHO4QYLWHO U HEOPEXHO
BCTaBNAET APYron congat, noYechbiBas LUEKY.

— A g cam Kkak 6yaTo 6bl eay BEpXOM Ha fiowagu... Ha
mMepuHe... EcTb y Hac Takon mepuH 6enbii, rogoB ABa-
Auatb emy Hebocb OyaeT... MOXeT, y>K nokonesn Tenepsb. ..

— Jlowagb BUOETb — 3TO O3HA4aeT NoXxb... OMMaHeT
Tebs KTo-HMbyab, 3amevaeT conaar.

— A a 6yarto 6bl eay Ha MeEpUHE, 1 BCE MHE CKPO3b BUA-
HO... Hy BOT NpocCTO Kak HasBy... TO eCTb Takomn 3TO Yyad-



HbI COH MHE NMPUCTaBWUIICS. ..

— H-Ha... pasHble CHbl ObIBalOT, — NNIEHNMBO BCTaBNSA-
eT congat. — OgHaye npoLLeHbs NMPOCUM, — FOBOPUT OH,
nogpiMasicb co cpyba. — Y Hac putbdebens 4yepT, no Ho-
yam wndaetcs. [1o cBugaHba Bam.

— o cBuaaHbmyka... Ho4b-TO, HOYb Kakas... ax Tbl,
rocnoam 60Xxe MoOMN... 3rm He BUOHO.

Co cBexero Bosfyxa kazapMeHHas atmocdepa B nep-
Bble MWHYTbl KaXXeTCs NPOCTO HeBbIHOCMMOW. Bosgyx
BECb NPOMUTaH TSXKEMbIMU YEeroBEYECKMMU UCMapEHUS-
MW, €OKAM ObIMOM MaxOpKW, KUCIION 3aTXMOCTbIO LIK-
HENbHOro CyKHa M NycTbIM 3arnaxoM HeBbINEYEHHOro Xre-
6a. JTroan cnsaT HECNOKOMHO, MEYYTCS, CTOHYT U Tak Xpa-
NAT, Kak 6yato 6bl UM Kaxabl B3OOX CTOUT rpoMagHbIX
ycunun. Korga MepkynoB npoxoauT TPETbMM B3BOAOM,
Kakon-To congart ObICTpO BCKakMBaEeT U CaauTCs Ha Ha-
pax. OH HECKONbKO CEKYHA ANKO 03MPaETCs BOKPYT, TOY-
HO B HEeQOYMEeHMW, U Aonro YyaBskaet rybamu. Notom oH
Ha4YMHaEeT SAPOCTHO CKPECTU MNATEPHEN: CHavarna rornosy,
3aTeM rpyab, U BAPYr, TOYHO NOAKOLUEHHbIN CHOM, MIHO-
BEHHO nagaeT Ha 6ok. [pyron aepeBsHHbIM 1 XpUNIbIM
ronocom 6bICTpo BopmoyeT AnvHHY0 hpasy. Mepkyrnos
NPUCNYLLUNBAETCA C CYEBEPHBLIM CTPaxoM U pasbupaet oT-
AenbHble cnosa: «He obpbiBan... 3aBsku y3nom!.. Ys-
nom 3aBsixu, roBopaTt Tebel..» B bpene, pasparowemca
cpeaun Houu, Bcerga ectb YTO-TO yKacHoe ana Mepkyrno-



Ba. EMy kaxeTcs, 4TO 3TU OTPbIBOYHbIE, BHE3AMHbIE CI10-
Ba MPOU3HOCUT He YernoBeK, a KTO-TO APYron, He3pumMasid,
BCENUBLLMICA B €ro ayLuy 1 oBnagesLunii eto.

Yacbl No-npexXHeMy TUKatT HEPOBHO, TOYHO 3a4epXKu-
Bas BTOPOW yadap, HO CTPErku ux, no-sBMaumMomy, octa-
nucb Bce B TOM e nonoxeHun. B ronose Mepkyrno-
Ba BAOPYr NPOHOCUTCH ANKOe, Hernenoe, paHTacTuyeckoe
npeanonoXxeHue, 4To, MOXeT BbITb, BpeMsi COBCEM OCTa-
HOBMWIOCH W YTO Liernble Mecsilbl, Lenble roga — Be4HO By-
AeT ONUTbCA 3Ta HOYb; DyAyT TakK e TAXeNo AblwaTtb U
OpeanTb cnswue, Tak e Tyckno 6yayT CBETUTb yMUpato-
LLIME HOYHWKN, TaK K€ paBHOAYLIHO U MeafINTENbHO CTY-
YyaTb MassTHUK. ATO TeMHOeE, BbICTPOE, HENOHATHOE CaMOo-
My MepkyrnoBy oLlylieHne nepenonHaeT ero ayuly 3ro-
6o 1 Tockon. M OH rpo3nT B NPOCTPAHCTBO KPEMKO CXa-
TbIM KYIakOM W LLENYET, HEe pacKpbiBasi CTUCHYTbIX Yento-
CTeu:

— Y-y, abssonbl!.. [oroguTe y»o-TKo!

OH onATb caguTcs Ha TO XXe caMoe MeCTO, Mexay ney-
KON 1 pYy>XeMHOWN NUpamMUaKOW, U NOYTU TOoTHaC Xe MAr-
KO M HEXHO CXuMMaeT ero Bucku gpemota. «O yem? O
YyeM 4 Tenepb? — cnpalumsaet cebqa wenotom Mepkyrnos,
3Has, 4TO Tenepb B €ro BfacTu BbI3BaTb Nepes rnasamu
YTO-TO OYEeHb NPUATHOE N 3Hakomoe. — Ax ga! [lepeBHs. ..
peyka... A Hy-Ka, Hy-Ka... Hy, noxanywncra, Hy npoLuy Te-
0s...»



N cHoBa 3MenTcs B 3eneHON CBEXEeW TpaBe peuyka,
TO CKpbIBasaACb 3a GapxaTHbIMM XonNnMamu, To ondaTb Gne-
CTH CBOEW 3epKasibHOM rpyabto, CHOBa TAHETCS LUMPOKas,
YepHas, u3pbiTaa gopora, bnaroyxaet Tanas 3emns, po-
30BEET BoAa B MNoOnsAx, BETEP C NacKOBOW, TEMMON ynbl6-
Kon obeeBaeT nNuuo, U cHoBa MepKynoB nokavyMBaeTcs
MEpPHO B3aj M Brnepen Ha OCTPOM fowagnHom XpebTe,
Mexay TeM Kak c3agu TawuTcs No gopore coxa, nepe-
BEPHYTas COLLHMKOM BBEPX.

Bbl, cagbl-bl b, Mon ca-Apl!

rPOMKO, BO BCKO MOYb ronioca noet Mepkynos u ¢ ygo-
BONMbCTBMEM OYMAET O TOM, Kak crnagko emy byaet cen-
Yyac BbITSHYTbCSA ycCTarbiM TENOM Ha BbICOKO B30OMTOM
oxarke cornomsl. [lo o6enm ctopoHam goporn nayT Bcna-
XaHHbIe Nons, U MO HUM XOANAT, CTENEHHO NepeBanuBascCh
¢ 60Ky Ha BOK, YepHO-cu3ble, bnecTtawme rpayn. Jlarywkm
B 6onoTtuax u nyxax KpuyaT ApY>XHbIM, 3BEHALLIUM, OrNy-
LMTENbHLIM XOpOM. TOHKO NaxHeT uBeTyLlasa Bepoba.

AX, 1 Bbl, cagbl-bl Nb, Mou ca-abl!..

OpaHo Tonbko KaxeTca MepKyrnoBy CTpaHHbLIM: Kak-TO
HEepPOBHO maeT cerogHs Genbin MepuH. Tak u wartaet
€ero U3 CTOpPOHbl B CTOPOHY... VWb Kak kayHyno. Hacu-
ny yaoepxancst Mepkynos, 4Tob6bl He noneTeTb ¢ fowwaau



Bnepen ronosown. HeT, HAQO ycecTbCA BEPXOM Kak chne-
ayer. [NpobyeT Mepkynos nepebpocuTb npaByo HOry Ha
APYryl0 CTOPOHY, HO HOra He LUeBEenuTcs, oTskernena —
TOYHO K HEU KTO rnpuBs3an CTpaHHyo TSXKeCTb. A nowaab
TaK U Xo4uT, TaK U WartaeTca nog HuMm. «Ho, Tbl, Yye-epT!
3acHy-yn?..»

MepkyroB cTpemMrnaB nagaeTt C JIOWaAnHON CruHbI,
C pas3maxy ygapsietcs imuom o6 3emMnto W... OTKpbiBaeT
rnasa.

—YepT! 3acHyn! — KpnumT Hag MepKynoBbIM Yen-To ro-
noc.

MepKyrnoB BCKakuMBaeT C TabypeTkm M pacTepsiHHO
HalwynbiBaeT Ha ronose ypaxky. lNepen HUM cToOUT
CO B3/0OXMa4eHHOW rofioBOW, B OOQHOM HMXHEM Oernbe,
denbadebens Tapac MaBpunosuy. 310 OH pasbygun
cenyac MepkynoBa, TKHYB €ro Kyrnakom B LLEKY.

— 3acHyn! — noBTOpSET rpo3Ho enbagedens. — Ax,
Toll.. CnaTb Ha gHeBanbcTBe? A T-Tebe nokaxy, Kak
cnarb!..

MepkyrnoB oTwwaTbiBaeTcs Hasag oT bbicTporo yaapa
no CKyre, BCTPAXMBAET rofloBOM 1 XpuUnno 6opmMoyer:

— Hamasnca, rocnoguH putbgebens. ..

— A-a! Hamaanca? Tak BoT, 4TobObl Tbl HE Masancs, oy-
AelWb ewe ABa pasa He B odyepeab AHeBanuTb. Korga
CMeHsielWwbea?

— B gBa, rocnognH outbdebens.



— AX, Mmep3aBeL,... Tbl U CMeHy-TO cBoto npocnan! Hy!..
XKueo, 6yan ovepeaHoro... Mapuw!..

denbadedbens yxoaut. Mepkynos 6erom bpocaetcs K
TOW Hape, rge CnuT ovYepeHon OHeBanbHbIM — CTapbIn
congar Pabowanka. «CnaTtb, cnaTb, cnaTb, cnaTb, — KPpU-
4ynT B gywe MepKkynoBa Kakon-TO pagoCTHbIN, NINKYOLLUIA
ronoc. — [1ga nuUWHMX AHeBanbCcTBa? 3TO NYCTHAKN, 3TO
noTom, a Tenepb cnatb, cnatb!..»

— Osapbka Pabowanka, a gsgbka Pabowanka, — nyra-
oL MM LLENOTOM BCKpuKkmBaeT Mepkynos, Tepebs 3a Hory
cnsuiero congara.

— Mpwmp... 6paiice...

— Napbka Pabowanka, BctaBanTe... CMeHa...

— [Moawn cce...

beccoHHnua Tak mamydmna Mepkynosa, 4TO y Hero
bonblwe He xBaTaeT TepneHuna 6yanTtb Pabowanky. OH
BGEeXnT K CBOEMY MECTY Ha Hapax, TOPOMNMBO pa3neBaeT-
CS U NPOTUCKUBAETCA Mexay ABYMSA coceasdamm, KoTopble
TOTYac e rpy3Ho, 6e3XM3HEHHO HaBanNMBaKTCA Ha HEro
BGokamu.

Ha cekyHay BcTaeTr B BooOpaxeHun MepkynoBa Ko-
nogeu, rycrtag TeMHOTa HOYM, MENKUN OOXOMK, Xyp4a-
Hbe BoAbl, Berywen ns xenoba, n wWnenaHbe No rpsaA3n
YbUX-TO HeBuAMMbIX Hor. O! Kak Tam Tenepb XOnoaHo,
HEeNpUSTHO M XYyTKO... Bce Teno, Bce cyuwectso Mepky-
noBa NpPoHMKaeTcs BriaXxeHHOM XUBOTHOM pagocTbio. OH



KPEnKO NpWXMMaEeT NOKTU K Teny, CbeXnBaeTcs, yxoauT
nornyo>xe ronosou B NOAYLUKY U LWen4eT caMmomy cebe:

— Hy, a Tenepsb... nockopee — gopory... Jopory...

CHoBa nepep ero rnasamuv 0TY4eTNMBO U KpacnBo N3BK-
BaeTCs YepHas n3pbitas gopora, CHoBa CMOTPUTCS B 3ep-
Karno pekun HexHas 3eneHb Beten... M BHe3anHo Mepky-
NOB NETUT CO CTPALLHOM, HO MPUATHOW BbLICTPOTOM B Ka-
KYtO-TO rny6OKyto, MATKYHO Mrry...



