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KoHcTaHTMH Muxannosuu
CtaHoKOBUY

Ooxpancs
Paccka3 !

Banepunn Hukonaesud HeBonuH, monogon GproHeET
HebonbLOro pocrta, ucxyaansii, ¢ BNanou rpyabio u ¢
ornecTawmmm rmasamu, — ABe Hegenun exxeqHEBHO NPUXo-
AWUIT Ha CTaHumMo maneHbkoro KnapaHa — BcTpedatb Ky-
pbepckui noesn n3 JlozaHHbI.

OH He coMHeBarcs, YTO CerofHs xeHa npuener.

M B 31O YyTPO HEBONMMH 0COBEHHO 3a60TNMBO NpUoaen-
cs B OOHOBKY — napy m3 6enon ¢ CMHMMU Mosiockamu
donaHenu, nosasan 6enbiv rancTyk, HagyLWWncs, eLe pas
3aHANCcsA NOACTPUXKEHHOW KyapsaBon 60poakon n ocober-
HO BHMMAaTENbHO pasrnagbiBan B 3epkane cBoe CMyrnoe
3eMNnUCToe NULO, OCYHYBLLEECS, C 3a0CTPUBLUMMCS HO-
COM 1 MepTBEHHO-6negHbIM N6om.

Bo30y>XaeHHbIN OXmaaHnem, OH 4yBcTBOBan cebs
boapee n cunbHee 1, pagoCTHO B3BOSTHOBAHHbIN, BbILLES



N3 NaHCUOHa, nNpeaBapuB ropHUYHyo bepTy, 4To € noes-
AOM NMpueneT XeHa.

KopoTkoe pacctosaHue oo ctaHuuu Banepun Hukona-
€BUY NpoLLer, He 3abIXasiCb, XOTS CEHTAOPbLCKOE YyTPO
ObIno xapkoe.

Tonbko nogbemM Ha HebOMbLUYO NEeCTHUUY, BeayLlyto
Ha cTaHuuto, odeHb yToMun ero. OH NOpbIBUCTO Abllarn,
XagHo BObIxasi BO3QyX, U B rpyam YTO-TO Xpuneno.

HeBONWH nepefoxHyn y NecCTHUUbI, Bbilesl Ha nnar-
dopMy 1 NpuUcesn Ha CKaMeuky.

[o npuxoga noesga octaBanoch NATb MUHYT.

— N3BUHUTE... HE ono3gaeT? — cnpocun HeBOMNWH rny-
XWUM, Crnerka samcknsarLLMm rornocomM NpoxoamnBLIEro Ha-
YanbHWKa cTaHuuu, npunogHumasa Genyto NonoTHAHYHO
nsany.

LWed npuocTaHoBuncs.

— Hobporo yTpa, rocnoguH HeBonuH... HU MUHYTbI
onosgaHus! — NpMBETNNBO OTBETUS CTapbli, CyXOLLaBbln
N KpenKuu wsenuapeL.

W ¢ nackoBon, nogbagpveatoLiernt yBepeHHOCTbIO Npu-
Gasun:

— Hapetocb, cerogHs goxaerecs.

— O, pasymeertcs!

— Mony4nnu Tenerpammy?

— XeHa He nbut Tenerpamm! — BHE3AMHO COYMHWIT
HeBonuH n cmyTtuncs.



OTN NATb MWUHYT Kasanucb emy 6eckoHeyHbiMn. OH
npegskywan pagocTtb BCTpevu M BOrHoBancs euwe 6o-
nee. EmMy kasanocb, 4TO C NOE300M YTO-HUOYOb CRyyu-
nocb, 1 HeBonuH GecnpecTaHHO BbIHUMAaI Yachbl.

HakoHel, pasgancsa npoTaXKHbIN CBUCTOK.

HeBonuH copBancs co ckamenku u npnbnuannca K
Kpato nnatgopmbl. OH, BMAMMO, 6oapunca n ctapancs
Kpenye CTOSATb Ha Horax.

Ewe HeckonbKko cekyHa, n HEGONbLLIOW Noe3n, OKyTaH-
HbI YePHbIM ObIMOM, BbIfieTeN U3 TYHHENS U Ha BCEM XO-
Ay cpasy OCTaHOBUIICA Ha CTaHLUN.

— Tpy MUHYTBI OCTAaHOBKM! — NpOKpMYan KOHAYKTOP.

HeBonvH xagHo B3rnsabiBan Ha OKHa, Ha ABepu Baro-
HOB. BbILLNO HECKONBKO NacCcaXXMpoB C PyYHbIM Bara)xom.
HeBonuHy Bpocunace B rnasa npuexasLluasa npenecrHas
AEeBOYKa, TOHEHbKasi, Xpynkas, bnegHas kak cMepTb, C
6yketom po3. OHa Beceno ynbibanacbk. N conposoxaato-
LMe ee MyXXYMHa 1 Jama cTapanuncb ynblbHYTbCS LeBoY-
Ke-noAapOoCTKy M, Ka3anocb, UX nevasnbHble, Cepbe3Hble
nuua NpocBeTNenn Hagexaomn.

“Mpusesnu ymupatb!” — nogyman HeBonuH.

N He gymaBLumin, 4TO M Ha HEro CMOTPSAT, KaK Ha Mpu-
rOBOPEHHOr0, OH HE TepAn eLle Hagexabl HanTu 3aMeLl-
KaBLLYIOCS XXEeHy U cTan obxoauTb BCe BaroHbl, 3arnsiabl-
Bas B OKHa, W BMAeEn 4vyxue nuua, BHe3anHo CTaHOBUB-
LUMecs cepbe3HbIMU MpU BUAE B3BOSTHOBAHHOIO, pacTte-



PSHHOIO 1 CTPALLHO UCXYOanoro YaxoTO4HOro.

— En voitures! ?

[Noe3n nomyancs ganbLue.

HeBonunH NnpoBOAMN ero TOCKNMBLIMW rasamMu 1 BAPYr
no4yyBscTBOBan cebs OANHOKUM, CUPOTNINBLIM N HECYAaCT-
HbIM.

M ronyboe 03epo, n caBonCKME rOpbl, U BbICOKOE Oun-
pto3oBoe HeBO C ocnenuTeNbHO-KIYYUM COSTHLEM, U TO-
nonwu, u NnaTtaHbl, BCe, BCe, Ka3anock, NOTEPSSIO B rnasax
HeBonuHa kpacoTy 1 npenecTtb.

HeBonuH ywen co ctaHuun, nsberas BCTPETUTb Ha-
YanbHWKa CTaHUMK 1 cTopoxen. W, onycTmne rornosy, eLle
MeaneHHee nowlen JOMOW.

2 Mo saroHam! (dbpaHu.)



MopbiB 6GE3HAAEKHOr0 OTYaAssHUA CKOPO NpoLuern.

OH nogyman o xeHe, BCNOMHWIT ee NUCbMa, U eMy CTa-
Nno CTbI4HO 3a Takoe Manoaywune. CHoBa OXMBLLMIA U BOC-
NPSAHYBLUMIA OYXOM, OH NMOAHSAN rofioBY U YBEPEHHO U Bbl-
3blBatoLLe npoluenTan:

— 3aBTpa npueager!

Hn B 04HO MrHOBEHME OH HE YNPEKHYI, AaXKe MbICEH-
HO, >KE€Hbl 3a TO, YTO OHa BCe OTKMNaablBaeT OTbe3A.

Ewe 6bi!

He Ttakon »xe oH 6onbHoM, 4TOOLI Jlena 6pocuna cpou-
HYyl0 paboTy, ocTaBuna Cepbe3HO 3abonesLUy0 MaTb U
nonetena 6bl K HEMY, TOYHO K YMUpPatoLLEMY.

Hepapom xe HeBonnH B cBOMX 4acTbIX, ASIMHHbLIX W
BNIOONEHHbIX MMCbMax NOCTOSAHHO MOBTOPS, YTO 340PO-
Bbe ynyJliaetcs, n JokTop BepH3, HEOObIKHOBEHHO BHU-
MaTenbHbI 1 4OBPOCOBECTHLIN CTapuK, HE COMHEBAET-
c B Bbl3gopoBneHnn 6onbHoro. Mo crioBam gokTopa, Ko-
XOBCKMX nanoyek 3 He HangeHo. M 4axoTku HET. YNOpPHbIN
KaTap nerkux, ns-3a Hero n cnabocTtb No BpemeHam. Ho
Bce nponget. CnenyeT TONbKO XOPOLLO NuTaTbes, 60ATb-
CS NpOCTyabl M AepXaTb CTPOrNin PEXNM.

3 KoxoBcKue nanouky — cTapoe Ha3BaHue TybepkynesHbix 6auunn, oTkpbl-
Tbix B 1882 rogy HemeLkum 6aktepmonorom Pobeptom Koxom (1843-1910).



HeBonuH Bepun, xaan BbI3AOPOBEHUSA C TAKOK Xe
BEPOW, C KaKOW Kaasn npuesaa XeHbl, U cTapancsa nyHkK-
TyanbHO UCMOMHATL BCE NpeannucaHns 4oKTopa.

Tonbko, NPy BCEM XeNaHun, He MO, Kak NpeanucbiBarn
Bpady, HE BOMTHOBATbLCH, HE CKy4YaTb W HE XyAETb.

N oH pgenukaTtHO ymanyuBan B NUCbMax, YTo CKy4aet
OOVH OO0 O4YypPW U OYEeHb BOMHYETCH, €CNK OT XKEHbl A0S0
HeT nNucbma.

YctaBwun, nogHancs Banepun Hnkonaesuy B nepBbIi
3TaX NaHcuoHa.

— Onatb BO3BpaTUNMCL OAWH, AOPOrorM monsieur
Nevoline? YTo crnyuymnocb? — ¢ NOPbIBUCTbIM, FOPSYUM W,
BUOUMO, MPUTBOPHbBIM y4acTUEM CNpOoCcKna OTKyAa-To No-
SIBMBLUASICA B KOpMAope X0351Ka, roBopusLIas Ha MHOMMX
A3blkax U Ha BCEX AOBOSIbHO CKBEPHO.

970 6blNa noxunaga, BeNMYeCTBEHHONo pocta Aama,
HagyLleHHas1, HanyapeHHas, 3aTaHyTas B KOPCET, C pPbiX-
NbIM, KpacHOBaTbIM NNLOM, KOrga-To, Kasanocb, He nn-
LLEHHbIM HECKONbKO rpyboBaTon KpacoTbl, Bcerga npu-
ATHO ynblbaBLLasCs Xunbuam, Bcerga npegynpeanteno-
Hasa 1 He ©6e3 4OCTOMHCTBA NOAAEPKMBaBLLAS penyTauuto
N CBOEro NaHCcMoHa 1 ceoero obpasLoBoro agMUHUCTPa-
TMBHO-XO3ANCTBEHHOIO YMEHMUSI.

OHa, no obbikHOBEHMIO, OblNna B YEPHOM LLESTIKOBOM
nnatbe, 6e3yKOPU3HEHHO MNpuYecaHHasi, ¢ NoABUTbIMU
npagkamu pbbkeBaTbIX BOSIOC, C KOSbL @MU Ha TOMCThIX,



KOPOTKMX Nanbuax, ¢ 6pacnetom Ha pyke, ¢ OpOLLKON U
C OJIMHHOMN 30S10TOU LIENMOYKOW OT 4YacoB, TUXO KOSibIXaB-
Lenca Ha BHyLUMTENbHOM BtocTe.

— Huyero He cnyyunocs, rocnoxa Lsapuy... >KeHna npu-
efeT 3aBTpal — cnerka cmyuwascbh, nporosopun HeBONuH.

— Hy n cnasa 6ory!.. Bbl nepecrtaHeTe ckyyartb...

W, Bnagasa B ugunnnyecknin ToH, Xo3sika B30XHyna v
nporoeopu1na:

— Hnyero HeT Taxenee ognHoyecTBa... bbiTb B pasny-
Ke ¢ nobumbiM apyrom — 310 yxacHo! A noHumato... A
cama ucnbltana aTo, korga LWeapy pabotan B VIHTepna-
KeHe, a s LWeCTb MecsueB ocTaBanach 3aecs... U LWeapu
TockoBan... O, kak Tockoan!.. Torga mbl 0b6a 6bInNK Mo-
noael...

XoTs HeBONMH akKypaTHO nnaTtum no c4eTam, u rocrno-
*a LLBapy Ha3biBana ero MusbimM 1 N0BE3HbIM XUIbLIOM,
TEM HE MEHee OHa C YAOBOSbCTBMEM crnnasuna 6ol “mu-
Noro Xwunbua”, KOTOpbIA, TOro N Msaan, yMpeT B NaHCUO-
He, YTO NPOoM3BeAET TsHKENnoe BnevatrieHMe Ha naHcuo-
HepoB, eLle He NPUrOBOPEHHbIX, U OHN MOTyT cbexarTb.

[la n otgaTb KOMHATY, U3 KOTOPOW TOSTbKO YTO BbIHECIU
HOYbIO NOKOWHMKA, HE Tak-TO Nnerko. [Npuesdxme 6onbHble
C rMynbIMK NpegpaccyakaMmn. A KOMHaTa U3 nyylmx: Ha
COJSTHEYHOW CTOPOHE 1 C “BMOOM”. barnkoH Ha 03epo U ro-

pbl.
HaumHaeTcs cesoH, a pycCckuil M He OoraabiBaeTcs



yexaTtb nockopen B [letepbypr, 4tobbl yBMaaTh, NO Kpan-
Hen Mepe, XeHy nepen cMepTbio. JTa Jama YTo-TO no-
A03pUTENBbHO HE efeT. A Ha peaKoCTb NPOCTOUNA-MYX
KaXkObl AEeHb BCTPEYaEeT N HE MOXET €€ BCTPETUTD.

Takne coobpaxeHus npobexanu B rorioBe rocrnoXxwu
LLiBapu, 1 oHa eLle ¢ bonbLueto 3a4yLLEBHOCTbIO NPOAOS-
Xana:

— 3aBTpa Bbl bygete cyactnmBbiM YeroBekoM. Ho s
Ootocb, YTO Bbl 3axOTUTE MNokasaTb XeHe LlBenuaputo
nnu nombappackme osepa. Tam npernectHo. Mon naHCKoH
NNLINTCA TaKoro NOKOMHOIo U MUNOro Xxuneua... Ho, no
KpanHen mepe, s paga, YTo Bbl 34eCb NMonpaBuUinuChb W,
CMel0 AymaTb, AOBOSbHbI MAHCUOHOM... He npaBsaga nn?

“lMpoBanuncb Tbl K YepTy CO CBOMMW pasroBopamu!” —
nogyman HeBOMWH n crnerka pasgpaxuntenbHbIM TOHOM
NPOroBopwn:

— Ewe mbl He pelumnu ¢ xeHon! MoxeT bbITb, OCTaHEM-
cs Mecsil,... 34ecCb XopoLwo... A 4yBCTBYH, YTO Nnonpas-
NAKCb, U MHE HPaBUTCA Ball NaHCWUOH, rocnoxa Lsapuy!

W ¢ aTummn cnoBamu HeBonNuH BoLLen B CBOO 60NbLLYIO,
NONYTEMHYH OT ONYLLEHHbIX XXanto3n KOMHaTy, Npoxnaa-
HYIO U NPOMUTAHHYIO OCTPbIM 3aMaxoM Kpeo3oTa 1 noga, ¢
AOBOSIbHO MPUNMYHOM 06CTAaHOBKOW A4St MaHCMOHA B BO-
ceMb OPaHKOB B CYTKM.

Ha HebGonblomM nucbmMeHHOM cTone — “cekpetepe” —
Opocanuch B rmasa Tpy U3sLWHble pamMKku ¢ poTorpadum-



4YeCKMMM NOPTPETaMM MOSNOLOM XKEHLLNHbBI C MUTbIM Kpa-
CMBbIM NULOM, BblpaXX€HMEe KOTOPOro HanomMuHano ma-
AoHH. OcobeHHOo BbInn xopoLun rnasa, 6bonbLume, CroKon-
HO-BOYMYMBbIE U NACKOBbIE.

MpuyecaHa oHa Obina no crtapon moae. pobop no-
cpenvHe, rmagkMe Hadvecbl, NPUKpbIBaloLWMe YN, U Ha
TEMEHMU TSKernble KOCbl, COOpaHHble B BUAE KOPOHKU. Bu-
ANMO, 3Ta NMpuyecka Lwna K Monogon xeHuwmHe. Ha og-
HOM MOpPTPeTe, 0COBEHHO xopowlen pabdoTbl, oHa Obina
BO BeCb pocT. durypa maneHbkas n ctponHas. He xy-
Aa n He nonHa. Pyku y3kue, ¢ onvHHbIMK nanbuamu. Ha
6e3biIMeHHOM nanbLe obpyyanbHoe KOMbLO; Ha MU3WUH-
Lie — HECKOJSbKO KoreL,.

B obLiem npmBnekaTenbHas XeHLuHa.

Bonbluon BykeT cBexux po3 KpacoBasicd B Ba3e Ha
SAINOHCKOM CTOJSIMKE OKOJ10 Kadanku. TyT xxe 60HO60Hbepka
C KoHbeTamn n3 MoHTpe.

Banepuin HnkonaeBnY OTKpbIS LLArpeHEBYHO LLKaTYIKY,
B KOTOPOW akKypaTHO Obinn CnoXeHbl NnepeHymepoBaH-
Hbl€ NCbMa XXEHbl, N B3N BepXHee, Nory4YeHHoe Haka-
HYHe.

[onoBa cnerka Kpyxwunacb. Bo Bcem ncxyganom tene
YyBCTBOBanacb cnabocTb.



HeBonuH npuner Ha KyweTKy W1, C FOpeBLUNMU U3 Y-
OoKkMx BNaguH rnasamm, CHoBa CTan nepeyYnTbiBaTb Ye-
Tbipe ManeHbkne fnUcTka, UCNUCaHHbIE KPYMHbIM pasro-
HUCTbIM MOYEPKOM.

CnoBHo 6bl YyBCTBYA ceBSA B 4EM-TO BUHOBATOMN, XEHA
CHOBa MoBTOpSna, NoYeMy He MOrfna paHblle npuexartb.
Tenepb mame nydile, NepeBoq pomMaHa OKOHYEH, cAaH
B pedakuuio, roHopap Mony4yeH, U oHa, He BBOASA MyXa
B HOBble 0NN, MOXET BblexaTb Ha CreayroLwwmn aeHb n
ckopo Byaet yxaxuBaTb 3a 6onbHbIM. Banepuii coBcem
nonpasutca. lNeTepbyprcknin JokTop, oTnpasmBLLMA Ba-
nepwus B LLIBenuapuio, roBopuUT TO Xe, YTO N KNapaHCKUMN.
PasymeeTcs, H1M4ero onacHoro HeT. Hago Tonbko 6epeyb-
CS N He TOPONUTLCS Ha ceBep.

Bcnen 3a aTmmu, Kaszanocb, CNOKOMHbIMU U NTACKOBbI-
MU CTPOKaMu, LUNIN TPEBOXHO-HEXHbIE, HO MOYEPK Kak
O6yato 6bin 6onee HepBHbIM U HEpPOBHLIN. N HeBonuH
XagHo rnoTan:

“A 3Hato, Tbl cepauLlbes, Mo gobpbin Banepun, 4to
npuHyxaeHa 6bina oTknaabiBaTb A0 CUX MOP MOE3AKY.
MHe TsKeno, 4To noHeBonie obmaHbiBana TBOWM OXuaa-
Hu4... [Nogvac 910 HeBbIHOCMMO... O, KaK coXxanet, 4YTo
He noexana ¢ Tobon. Tenepb OO CKOPOro CBUAAHDLA...



HenpemMeHHO 3aBTpa noeny, N Ha KYypbePCKOM...”

NMncbmo, no obbikHOBEHMIO, ObINO nognucaHo: “Teos
Jlens”.

“‘BepHo, octanacb Ha AeHb B bepnuHe v npuwwner Te-
nerpammy, yto 3astpal”

— W kakasa oHa xopoluas! — BblpBancs BOCTOPXXEHHbIN
LIenorT.

W, nepenonHeHHbI YyBCTBOM, BnarogapHbin U ymu-
NEHHbIN, CO Crie3amm Ha rnasax, OH NPUbHYN roOPAYMMHn
N cyxmumm ry6amm K no4TOBOMY JIUCTY.

“O, Kak oH 6oroTBOpUT ee!” — nogyman HeBonuH 1 rop-
ANIICA, YTO Tak BnaroroBemHo u rnyoboko nbut ato “3o-
notoe cepgue”. lNo-Hactodawemy nobut, a He Tak, Kak
MHOIMe ero 3HakoMbl€ MY>XYUMHbI.

OH cnpsiTan NMCbMO B KapMaH. B Ty xxe MUHYTY npea-
ctasun cebe, 4To 3aBTpa OyaeT 34ecb, OKOMO Hero, Kpa-
cuBas, nobnmas, Mmonoaas XeHLwmHa, 1 yMUneHme K “3o-
noTtomy cepguy” ncyesno. Bmecto Hero 661510 HeTepne-
nunBoe, NoYTK 03n0bneHHoe xenaHne BrobNeHHOro, 1 no
npasy, BNACTHOIO My>a.

Kakas oHa uBeTtyLias, KkpacmBas...

A OH?

HeBonuH cpaBHun cebsi.

M C kKakum 4yBCTBOM TOCKW, OXXECTOYEeHNA 1 bpesrnu-
BOCTW NOCMOTPES OH Ha CBOM UCXyAarble, KOCTNsSBbIE py-
Kn, 6eccunbHble N BECKPOBHbIE, C XXENTbIMU HOFTAMN, —



TOYHO Yy MepTBeLa.

OH owynan rpyab — 04HU Belgatowmecs pebpa. Horm —
TOHKM, KaK y pebeHkKa, 1 TONbKO KOCTW.

Kak H1 xoTenocb emy yBepuTtb cebs, 4To nonpasnsaeT-
cs, U 4To Xygoba He TaK yX yXacHa, HO OH He MOr He
3aMeTUTb, YTO CTPALUHO XyAeeT v ocnaben B nocrnegHue
ABe Hegenw.

W BCe-Takm eLle He NoYyBCTBOBAnN M He co3Han 6nmso-
ctn cmepTtu. U1 He gyman o Hen.

OH TaK »agHO XOTen XnTb, Tak Ntodun cedsa n Bce bna-
ra, KOTopble BMecTte ¢ 60MbLUIMHCTBOM CYMTan c4acTbeM
N, cnegoBaTteribHO, CMbICIIOM U LENbIO XKU3HU, YTO YNop-
HO XOTen BepuTb N BEPUN LOKTOPY, KOTOPbIA CKOPOTEY-
HYI0 4YaxOoTKy HasblBan N yCrnokoeHust 60NbLHOro KaTa-
POM NErkmx.

N yem BecnowlagHee n ObiCTpee Hegyr paspyLuan ewe
HeaBHO 30pOBOE, CUIbHOE Teno, TeM yNopHee Haje-
Aancs HeBonvH CoxpaHWUTb €ero 1 nonb3oBaTbCs Hacna-
XOEHUSMU XN3HN N TeM cebsaniobuBee cTaHOBUICS, 3a-
HATBIN NCKMKOYUTENBHO TONBKO COOOM 1 CBOEN XXEHOWN, KO-
Topada AaBarna emy cyactbe. A KO BCEMY Ha CBeTe cTarl
paBHOOYLUEH.

Banepwuin Hnkonaeswy paHbLue, korga 6bin 3qopoB., XO-
TS U HE OTNMYanca CKNOHHOCTbLIO K BOMPOCaM HenpakTu-
4YeCcKOro xapakrepa, ansTpynsmom n UnBn4eCcKnmMm gob-
pogetensamu, Bce-Taku, NoMumMmo 3aboTt o ceoem bnaro-



nosy4ymn, MHTepecoBarcs Koe-4emMm N OTBMEeYEHHbIM, YK-
Tan YMHbIE€ KHUMN, U NtoACKNne HeB3roabl 6b1rin He YyXabl
ero cepauy. PogHble, 6nmM3kmMe n 3HakoMble He Ka3anucb
6e3pasnnyHbiMn. A Tenepb, LENNSASACH 3a XXN3Hb, YENOBEK
CITOBHO Obl OOHaXXMIICA BO BCEW HAroTe >XMBOTHOIO 3rons-
Ma. Bce nombicnbl BEHUA TBOPEHMS COCPEeOTONNBANIUCH
Ha YNOPHOM CaMOCOXPaHEHMUN.

N HesonuH cTpoun nnaHbl 6yayuiero.

OH meuTan, Kak 0 YeM-TO HECOMHEHHO CObITOYHOM,
4TO BbICTPO NONpaBuTCSA, Korga okono dyaer 06BOPOXKM-
TenbHasi XeHa. /I OH yXX He CTaHeT BOSIHOBATbCS U CKY-
YyaTtb B ogmnHoyecTBe. OHu cbe3gaT B XKeHesy, nobbiBatoT
B ropax, npokaTtaTcs Ha napoxofe no XXeHeBcKkoMy o3e-
py. KoHe4vHo, nokaxeT LUnnboH 4. MogHnumMyTCs no xenes-
Hon gopore B MnoH. B oktsa6pe noegyT B Utanuto, nobbl-
BatoT B BeHeuun, B MunaHne, ®nopeHunn, Pume n Hea-
none... N Bcerga BmecTe... A 3umon BepHyTca B [leTep-
Oypr, B ManeHbKyo, YIOTHYIO KBApPTUPKY, HACTOSLLIEE rHEe3-
[0, CBUTOE YMESTON XXEHCKON PYKOMW.

OH gyman o TOM, Kak 300pOBblA, CUMbHbIA U NOMNOS-
HeBLUUKW, NPpUAET B MMHUCTEPCTBO, N ONPEKTOP AenapTa-
MeHTa, obpagoBaHHbIN, YTOo HeBonuH cHoBa bByaet nu-

* |LunboH — 3amok, pacronoXeHHbIA Ha ManeHbKOM OCTPOBKE B BOCTOY-
How yacTu >KeHeBckoro o3epa. B ogHom u3 ero nogsemenuin B TeyeHue
WwecTtn net 6bin 3aTOMEH LIBENLAPCKMN HauMoHanbHbIn repon ®.BoHueap
(1493-1570), ncroputo kotoporo baipoH NonoXxmn B 0OCHOBY CBOEN MO3MblI
“lUnnbOHCKMIA Y3HKK”.



TepaTypHO nNucaTb 3anuckn u goknagabl 6e3pasnmyHo o
4YeM, — HAMEKHET, YTO MECTO HavarbHUKa OTAeNeHns CKo-
PO OYUCTUTCH, YTO CaM MUHUCTP 3HaeT O 4apOBUTOM U
ycepoHOM MOSOOOM YenoBeKe-YMHOBHUKE W NpuKasan
BblaaTb eMy Kk HoBomy rogy naTbCOT pybnen B Bo3mMe-
LLleHne pacxodoB Ha nsneveHve 6onesHu... B wectb va-
COB ero BCTpeTuT Jlensa, nackoBas M yMHasi, poBHasa u
cAep)xaHHasi, ymernasi xo3sdka u oyapoBaTterbHas Ma-
NeHbKas XXeHLWMHa, LenomMyapeHHO-CKPOMHO He NOHMMa-
toLlasa Yap CBOMX nack. ..

OH ayman, Kak B3blCKaH cyabbou, 4To BCTpeTun Jlento
Tpu roga ToMy Hasag B KpbIMy 1 MOHAM, YTO HaLLen Ty...
HaCTOALLYIO0, EANHCTBEHHY!IO. ..

MeuTbl obopBanuck. HeBoOnWH 3acHyn.

Konokon k o6eay pasbyaun ero.

OH HexoTs nogHanca. Oceexun nuuo Bogown, nonpa-
BWN rancTyk, npurnagunn 6opoaky n cnycTuncs.

Cnabblin, OH cTapancs KasaTbCsa MOSIOALOM Ha nogsx,
KorZia BOLLES1 B CTOMOBYHO, rAe BCE XUMbLibl MAHCMOHA YXXe
cenu 3a CcTor.



IV

B naHcuoHe, kpome HeBonuHa, Obin TONbKO OAUH pycC-
CKUN.

Bce 3Hanu, 4To HeBONWH Kaxabi feHb BCTpeYvar XeHy
N YTO CErodHs OHa He npuexana.

— EaBa nu GefHbI pycCKnin AOXKOETCS XeHbl N 3aB-
Tpa! — ycnena yxe coobLmnTb X0351ika MHOMMM XUIbLam,
npndasmB He 6e3 cobonesHoBaHMs O HanpacHou TpaTe
HeBonuHa Ha 6ykeT B Aecatb dpaHKoB 1 Ha 6OHOOHbEp-
Ky C KOH(beTamn B ABagLaTb.

Bce ¢ couyBcTBMEM U1 B TO e BpeMsi He 6e3 nobonbIT-
HOro COep)XaHHOro yamBneHust B3rnaHynn Ha 6esHagex-
HO B6OSIbHOro PyCCKOro, He MMEBLLIENO CEPbE3HO-YOUTOro
BMAa HECYACTHOrO My>a, K KOTOpoMy He efeT xeHa. Oco-
OeHHO NPMBETNNBO OTBETUB Ha 06 M NOKNOH HeBonu-
Ha, NpoaosmKanu NpUIMYHoO-6eCcLyMHO eCTb Cyn.

Ha [OByx-Tpex nuuax TUMUYHBIX toXKaH-paHLy30B
MENbKHYNM  caep)XaHHO-HacMelnuBble  ynblIOKKM  Hapg,
YyNOpCTBOM 3abnyXgeHus1 pyCCKOro OTHOCUTENBbHO XKEH-
LWKWH. MynocTb 4OBEPYMBOIrO MyXa, Ka3anocb, BO3MyLLa-
na ux ewe 6onblle, Yem Henpuesa XeHbl, O KpacoTe Ko-
TOpOW JaBHO BCEM pacckasana rocrnoxa Leapu, He pa3
noboBaBLLAsACca NOpTpETaMM MOSIOA0N PYCCKON AaMbl Ha
cTtone HeeonnHa BO BpeMS ero oTCyTCTBUA.



Hdambl, HanpoTue, BblNn UCKNIOYMTENBHO BO3MYLLEHbI
XXEeHoW 1 nopuuanu ee, korga He 6e3 ya10BOMNbCTBUS rO-
BOpUNN 006 OXmAaHUM HecyacTHoro pycckoro. OHO £B-
nanocb cobbiTMeM B MaHCUMOHE, OaBas MHTEPECHY U
MUKaAHTHYIO TeMy ANS OCTOPOXHO-TUXMX Pa3roBOPOB U
nNpeanonoXeHu B KOMHATax U Ha Nporyrkax.

BonbHoOM cTapbin nacTop-wBe ewe ¢ bonblLuen, kasa-
Nocb, FOPAOCTLIO CMOTpeEr 3a 06e40M Ha XOPOLUEHbKYHO
CBOIO MOJTIOYH0 XeEHY C NbHAHBIMW BOrIOCaMU U BOsbLUK-
MU ronyobiMn, CNOBHO Bbl HeJOYyMeBaOLWUMK rasamu,
KOoTOpas yxaxusasa 3a HAM ¢ 40B6POCOBECTHOCTbLIO CEeCT-
pbl MUnocepans, 6rnaroroBeMHO BHMUManNa Kaxgomy ero
CNoBYy WM Hepeako npu nybnuke uenosana ero 6onbLyo
Genyto 1 Bonocaryo pyKy, CroBHO 6bl B JOKa3aTeNbCTBO
no6BK1, BEPHOCTU M MOKOPHOCTN 0OPa3LI0BON XEHbI.

[1Ba aHrnuyaHnHa, KoTopble He 6e3 xnagHOKPOBHOMO
npes3peHnss OTHECITUCb K 3TOWN “UCTOPUU” PYCCKUX Cynpy-
roB, BCe-Taku BOCMOMb30Banuch cryyaem, 4tobbl nogep-
XaTb Napu Ha NATbAECAT (PYHTOB.

Mprepet nun pycckasa negu Ao KOHUA Hedenv Uinn He
npuenet?

Mapn OOMKHO cYMTaTbCA HECOCTOSBLUMMCH, €CINN Xe-
Ha ABUTCS TOMbKO K MOXOPOHAM [MKEHTNbMEHA.

— MNMpubaento aecatb GyHTOB!.. — Npoueann crTapbii,
NNOTHbIN 3aBOAYUK N3 bupMuHrama ¢ pymsaHbiM, o6po-
AYLWHBbIM NULOM, obpallasicb K cocefy, Kak TOSfbKO 4YTO



HeBonuH BoLlen B CTOSMOBYHO.

— All right ®! — HeBo3MyTUMO OTBETM MOMOAON Yeno-
BEK, COBCEM eLle OHOLLa, B CMOKMHIE U LIBETHOM XUIeTe,
C NOA03pUTENBHBIMWU KPaCHbIMW NATHAMW Ha CBOEM Kpa-
CUBOM, HEXXHOM K Benom 6e3bopoaom nuue, He NoBopa-
4YnBasi LEen, KOTOPYH NognMpanu BbICOKME N TYro HaKpax-
MareHHble BOPOTHUKM.

— WWaHckl Ha moen cTopoHe, munopg!

— Ewe nartb gHen! — ynopHo npowenTan toHoLa.

— botocbk TONbLKO, Kak 6Gbl Mapyn He COCTOSANOCH.

KpacaseL-toHowwa npomonsun cebe nog Hoc:

— Depxy aoBaguaTb NATb, 4TO cocTonTCs. OH NATb AHEN
npogepxutca. Monogyunnal

- Wper...

YonopHas, cTporas, nonHasa aHrnuyaHka net rnog co-
POK, C ocrenuTenbHO GenbiMyn “nowaguHeiMm’ 3yb6amu
BblAaloLWencs 4encTu, 3ataHyTad 4o Toro, YTo rpyab,
Kasanocb, pa3opBeT aXKypHYH TKaHb Ninda, — ¢ B3GUTbIMU
KygpsiwKamu, NpyKpbIBaoLWMMn 1106, U C BbIXONIEHHbIMK
KPYNHbIMU pyKamu, yYHU3aHHbIMW BnectawmmMmn Konbla-
MU, KOPPEKTHO Nodasuna rpoMKnin B3aox npu suae Heeo-
nnHa.

— HeBocnuTtaHHasa 1M Henpunu4Has XeHwmHa! — 6es-
anensisiuMOHHO YyTb CIbILLUHO NPOMOSIBUIA aHrn4aHka.

Ee cocepgka, monogeHbkasa pbhkeBorocass MUCC, C

® OueHb XOpoLwo (aHmn.).



N3ALLHO-TOHKMMW KpacuBbIMWU YepTamn BrnegHoro nuua,
HEeBOSIbHO YapytoLlasa CBOer MNPOCTOTON W CNOKOMHOW
HEe3aBMCUMOCTLIO, MSIFKO M COBCEM TUXO CKalana:

— Bbl Hecnpasegnusebl, TeTa. BepHo, eCcTb yBaxXutenb-
Hble NPUYMHbI, ECNN Nean He eaer.

— He moxeT 6bITb npunymH, Mab. AHrmMYaHkn nx He
3HaloT, Koraa Hago McnonHATbL ceow gonr, Mao!

— INlyywe nocne obena nocnopum. He npasaa nwn, Te-
TA?

W pbbkeBonocasa aesyLlka bpocuna B3rnag Ha pyccko-
ro, 4tob ydeanTbCs, He MOr NI OH JoragaTbCsl O TOM, YTO
roBOpPAT.

HeBonvH He paccnblilwan CroB 1 He MOT Bbl X MNOHATb.
PasymeeTcs, OH 1 He nogo3peBar, YTO O NpPUe3ae XeHbI
1 06 ero 6GnmM3kon cMepTn gepxat napw.

OH cen Ha KoHUe cTona, brnmxe K BbIXxoay, OKONo eanH-
CTBEHHOro COOTEeYEeCTBEHHMKA B MAHCUOHE, NucaTens Pa-
KMTUHA, NOXWM0ro, BUAHOro 6y10HAMHA B XOPOLLIO CLUMTOM
TEMHO-CMHEM BECTOHE, NOBKO cuaeBlleM Ha ero 6ap-
CKOW, crierka pacrnonHeswen durype, ¢ KygpesaTbiMu
CBETNO-PYCbIMWN BONIOCAMU, KPACUBO-HEDOPEXKHO 3a4ecaH-
HbIMW Ha3ag, 1 C NOACTPMKEHHON HeBoNbLION 6GOPOAKON,
nogepHyTon ceauHoON.

HeBonuH Hepeako pacckasbiBan PakuTuHy O cBoeu
6GonesHun, 0 CKOPOM NpUE3aE XKeEHbl, O CBOMUX CBETIIbIX Ha-
aexnaax, Ho Yalle Bcero JormkeH 6bin nuib nogasath pe-



Nk, cnywaa HoBOro CBOero 3Hakomoro.
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PakutuH nobun rosoputb 1 nodun, 4tob emy Gnaro-
rOBEMHO BHMMAaNn — U 0COBEHHO XEHLLUMHbI, He cTapee
COpoKa NneT N He OCKopOnstoLne ero 3CTeTUYeCcKoro, 4o-
BONIbHO M3OLLPEHHOrO BKyca — N 4YTOOLI HE 3abbiBanu —
N elle nyduwle, ecrnv nokasbiBann emy — 4YTO OH YMHbIN
W TanaHTNuBLIN Nncatenb PakMTUH U 04EHb MHTEPECHbBIN
ele MyxX4dmHa, HECMOTPS Ha ero NATbAecsaT ABa roaa,
Anst ynobcTtea, BNPOYEM, COKpalleHHble MM OO COpoKa
BOCbMM, TeM Oornee, YTO MOMNOXaBOCTb €ro He JaBana
noBoJa K COMHEHUAM.

Bce B naHcuoHe WBapy 3Hanu, yto PakntnH “sHame-
HUTBIN” PYCCKNI NucaTernb 1 4YTo npuexan B KnapaH okaHr-
YMBaTb HOBbIN POMaH.

O cBoem nucatenbcTBe PakutnH oobasun r-xe Lesapu
B EeHb nNpuesaa, korga oobsACHU e, 3a4eM NpocuT no-
CTaBUTb B €ro KOMHaTy NMUCbMEHHbIA CToN nobonbLule, u
OCBELOMUIICA: HET NN NO coceacTBy BOMNbHbIX.

BeposiTHo, pagu 6onbluen Yectn onsa naHcuUoHa, Xo-
3s1iKa Npoun3Besia HOBOIO XWnbLa B “3HaMEHUTOr0”, 0 YEM
N cKasarna naHcMoHepam.

HeBonnH ucnbiTbiBan nepen PakUTUHBIM HEBOSbHOE
4YyBCTBO HEMNMOBKOCTU N aXe BUHOBATOCTU 3a TO, YTO Xe-
Ha, O NocrnegHeM nNMCbMe KOTOpOoW OH 0BpafoBaHHO Co-



obwmn emy, He npuexanal

CTtapasicb CKpbITb 9TO, OH crnabo noxan crnabbiMu Xy-
AbIMU pyKaMu MOSHY, MSCUCTYIO PyKy PaknTuHa n He
6e3 TanHoWM 3aBUCTU B3MMsHYS Ha €ro KpacnBoe, HECKOSTb-
KO CamMoyBepeHHOE M 3aHOCYMBOE NNLO C YMHbIMW, crer-
Ka HacMeLUNMBbLIMU, fTyKaBbIMW TEMHbLIMW rfla3amu 1 cTan
€CTb Cyn, NpeoaoneBas oTBpaLleHne K nuiie. Y HakoHew,
CNOBHO B6bl HEOOBOSbHbLIN, YTO PakMTUH MOMYUT, NPOro-
BOpUI NpeyBerin4eHHO-CNOKOMHbIM TOHOM:

— Bac yauBnsert, 4To XeHa He npuexana, Bacunuin Ax-
apeny?..

— BepHo, uTt0-HMbYab 3apepxano, Banepun Hukona-
ny!

— B BepnuHe otabixaet. 3aBTpa u npueger.

— Monyunnu Tenerpammy?

— Ewe He nonyuun... MNonyuy.

“U Beab BCe eLe ynopHo BepuT!” — nogyman PakntuH.

OTa ManeHbKasi, KpacmBasi XXeHLUMHA C aHrenbCKUMMn
rnasamu, cyas no nopTpetam, O KOTOPOW Tak YacTo 1 BOC-
TOPXXEHHO roBopwusni HesonwuH, Bo3byxgana B PakntunHe
1 NMobONbITCTBO NUCATENS N 3aB3ATOro NOOUTENS NHTe-
PECHbIX XXEHLLMH.

“HaBepHoe BTopunacb. CHoBa YTO-HMOYAb COMMKET B
TenerpaMmme unu B NUCbme, 1 3TOT A0 MANOTCTBA Ocnen-
NEHHbIN MYX ONATb NOBEPUT, ByaeT XKaaTb, BONTHOBATLCSA
M XoAuTb Ha Bok3an. CBMHCTBO, YTO He efeT... Morna Obl



npuexaTb U CKPbITb OT YMUPAKOLLETO, YTO HEe NobuT ero.
Ha 3TO XXEHLUUHbI BUPTYO3KM N YMEKOT UCKPEHHO MOXa-
netb Tex, koro obmaHbiBatoT. OTKyaa Takoe beccepaeume
y 3TOW XeHLWMHbI?” — cnpawwmBan ceba PakutuH.

— A ecnu EneHa AnekcaHOpoBHa 3aBTpa He npue-
AeT? — OCTOPOXHO NporoBopun PaknTuH, 4ToObl 3apaHee
noarotToBuTb HeBonmMHa K BO3MOXHOMY pa3oyapOBaHuUIo.

— He npueget? MNo4vemy Bbl NpegnonaraeTe, 4YTo XeHa
He npueaeTt? — cnpocun HeBONUH.

B ero B3BosIHOBaHHOM [MyXOM rofioce 6binun u cmyle-
HWe, n nucnyr, n monoba.

OH 3Han, kak “nogno” cMOTpUT PakUTMH Ha >XEHLUWH
N C KaKOW UMHWUYHOM MPOCTOTOM OTHOCUTCS K HUM. 3TO
YyBCTBYETCS U B €0 pasroBopax U B TEX €ro nucaHusx,
KoTopble HeBonuH vntan.

M B ronoBy 4axoTOYHOro, NOSIHOrO Bepbl B NO6UMYIO
XKEHLLMHY, 3aKpanacb MbiCib, 6narogapst PakutuHy:

“UTto MOXeT nogymatb PakuTuH... [lodyemy OHa He
enetr?’

— NMpeanonarato camyto 0ObIKHOBEHHYO BeLb. YTO-HK-
Oyob MOXET 3agepXaTb OTbe3 Ha ABa-Tpu aHsA! — oTBe-
TMN PakUTUH caMbIM, Ka3anocb, UICKPEHHUM TOHOM.

— Ho Beab 9 untan Bam BYepalLHEE MUCbMO XEHbI? —
C TOHOM yrnpeka npomonsusi HeBonuH.

— [a pasBe mano HenpenBuaeHHbIX 06CTOATENLCTB,
Banepuin Hukonaesuny!



masa PakuTuHa, Kasanocb, ynbibanucs.

Cepgue HeBonnHa 3akonoTUNoChb CuiibHee, Korga, C
TPEBOXHOW MbITANBOCTLIO 3arnsabiBas B rnasa Pakutu-
Ha, yXXe He ynblbatoLmecs, MeanieHHo n, Kasanocb, C Tpy-
AOM Crpocun:

— Hanpuwmep?

— XoTb 6bl peumnans 6onesHn matepu EneHsl Anekcas-
APOBHbI. ..

Ot cepaua 6onbHoro otnerno. biwarts ctano ceoboa-
Hee.

W, npocBeTneBLUMiA, OH MPOroBOPUIT:

— PasBe 4T0 aT10...

N yepes muHyTy npmnbasun:

— Ho noka aToro HeT, Bbl 3aBTpa yoeauTech, YTO BaLUK
NecCcUMMUCTUYECKME B3rMAAbI HA XXEHLWH He NOATBEPAAT-
ca... o kpanHen mepe Ha XeHe! — nporoBopun ¢ BHe3ar-
HbIM BO30y>XaeHnem HeBonuH.

— [la Bbl YTO Ha MeHs knenneTte, ronybynk? Passe s
obobuwato ceon HabnogeHus... Pa3Be He 3HaBan s npe-
NEeCTHbIX, NPaBAMBbIX XEHLNH? — cka3an PakutuH ycno-
KanBatoLLMM F1acKOBbIM TOHOM CBOEro MArkoro, 6apxar-
HOro rofiloca, KOTopbIM Bfiagen no BpeMeHam ¢ MacTep-
CTBOM MPUPOXOEHHOro aktepa. — [la BOT BaM Hanuuo
npuMep NPenecTHOro co3gaHus... BarnsaHuTe Ha aTy pbl-
XKeBOJ1oCy MuUcc... 3aTo ocTanbHble... Hanpumep, kak
ee TeTka Cc nowaguHbiM nmuoMm... Npeanoxuv Ha Belbop —



XeHUTbCA nnu B AKyTCKyto obnactb... KoHeuHo, nocnea-
Hee... Inun Takne nuuemepHble TUXOHU, KaK nacTtopLua,
uenyrowias Ha noasx He 0COBEHHO YNCTOMNSTOTHYO PYKY
CBOEro nactopa MPEeKroOHHbIX JIET U NOHEBOSE ackeTnye-
CKOro HacTtpoeHud... A 3penas gesa ua lambypra?.. A
Kakon ppyKT cama xo3srka? ITOT ManeHbkun Mettep-
HUX, BEYHO ynblbatoLasacs MOHYMeHTarnbHas OTcTaBHas
Kpacasuua Asrycta Lleapuy,... Kakas wernbma, kakas Bbl-
Aepxka v kakasa penytaums!.. FloBopuna oHa Bam, Kak Ito-
ouT ceoero nnrasoro LLBapua-nosapa?

— [oBopuna.

— A BYepa, paHo yTpoM, S Crbllan, kKak OHa ero nobuT,
Korga Bce NaHCUOHepPbI cnanu, 1 “uaunnma” elle He oge-
Banacho...

PakutnH 6pocun 3yb6ockanbCTBO U CTan MpuChyLmn-
BaTbCs K TUXUM pa3roBopam NaHCUOHEPOB.

He HpaBunacb emy 3Ta YMHHasA, HakpaxmaneHHas,
Oyp>KyasHo-camogoBoribHada nybnunka. OcobeHHO BO3MY-
TUAWN ero ABa aHrNnyaHuHa, Korga ycnbixar, Ha YTO OHU
aepxanu napu. C kakum ygososibctemem obopsan 6bl OH
NX, yMeWN roBopuUTb MO-aHrmmnMnckum!

Ho oH roBopun no-paHuy3ckn SOBOMbHO OOMKO, He
CcTecHAnNcs owmnbkamn 1 BCTynan B pa3roBop ¢ opaHLy-
3amn.
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He npowsio n natm MUHYT, Kak PakuTuH yxe 3acnopun
C ropboHOCbIM, TEMHO-OPOH30BbLIM, DONTNMBLIM, 3HEP-
MYHBbIM N peLInTenbHbIM CTapuUKOM, C CeAOoW, KOPOTKO
OCTPWXXEHHOW FONOBOW, C ceAbiMU, NOAHATbIMU KBEPXY
ycamu 1 acnaHbonkon. OH TOMbKO YTO COOBLLNST, YTO OH
paHTbe C TpuauaTbio Thica4amu goxona, 3apaboTaHHOro
cBoMM ropbom, korga 6bil MEXaHMKOM M NanLLMKOM Ha
3aBoge B Mapcene, 4To Tenepb NyTewecTBYeT Ans CBO-
ero yaoBonbCTBUA, BUAEN MHOMO CTpaH, HO, NO COBECTU
roBops, ny4we dpaHuum c ee KynsTypomn, ceobogon, Lum-
BUNM3aumnen n 6narococtostHneM oH He Buaan...

— Ecnu 6 Tonbko Hawe npaBUTENBLCTBO ObINO NOCTPO-
Xe 1 He noowpsasnio MunbepaHoBCckux bpegHen 8, o, To-
roa...

ABTOpUTETHas camogoBoNfibHast 6paBaga TUMMYHOIO
OypKya u Bbi3aBana PakuTtuHa, yxe paHbLle NO3HAKOMUB-
Lwerocs ¢ paHuysamn, Ha crop. Bnpodem, cnop ckopo
obpartuncs B nekunto PakntuHa.

6 Ecnin 6 Tonbko Hawwe NPaBUTENbCTBO. .. HE MOOLLPSANO MUITbEPAHOBCKUX
6peaHelt... — AnekcaHap MunbepaH (1859-1943) — cppaHuy3ckuiA NonuTu-
yeckum geatens. B 1892 rogy um 6bina opraHM3oBaHa napnameHTckas rpyn-
na “pagukan-counanmcToB”; OOHUM M3 OCHOBHLIX TpeboBaHUI HOBOW opra-
HM3auum BbINO NpoBeAeHNe HauMoHanu3aLum HEKOTOPbIX oTpacnemn Kpyn-
HOWN NPOMBILLIIEHHOCTW.



W oH He nuwimn cebs TwecnaBHOro yooBOSbCTBUS Lue-
ronbHyTb, XOTS Obl U nepen “OypXxysamn”, CBOMMWU CMe-
NbIMU B3rNsigamMn, BbICOKOMEPHO “pasgenbiBas” oblue-
CTBEHHbIN CTPOW C ero TOPXXEeCTBOM XWULLHUKa-KanuTana,
TepneHmem paboumnx Knaccos, npegpaccyakamu, npuBu-
nernsiMmn 1 rocyaapCTBEHHbIMU NIOAbMU, CRYXaLMMU NH-
Tepecam TOoro e Kanurtana.

[MaHcMoHepbl, BUAUMO, ObiNK LLOKMPOBAHbI U AEP3KOW
CMEIIOCTbIO PYCCKOro U, raBHOE, ero COBCEM HEMPUINY-
HbIM, Ka3anocb BCEM, TOHOM, BbI3blBalOLLUM, HEPBHbIM,
HECKONbKO MoBbIWEeHHbIM. CnoBHO 6bl PakuTvH noyyan
WONOTOB.

PaknTtuH cusan. OH YyyBCTBOBar, YTO B yaape v Jaxe Ha
Yy>KOM A3bIKE FOBOPUT XOPOLLIO.

A, BO3GYXOEHHbIN, OH CaM C YOOBOMNbCTBMEM CryLuan
CBOW 3aKpyrreHHble, KpacuBble N 3PeKTHbIE Nepmnoabl,
NOSHbIE HEOXMAAHHbIX 61ECTKOB OCTPOYMMS M 3MbIX cap-
KasMOB, M HE COMHeBariCsl, YTO OHM BO BCSKOM Criyvae
nponseeayT 1 Ha “nanoToB” BNeYyaTrieHne, 1 4To B CTONO-
BOW — HW 3BYKa.

A Mexay TeM OH B3rfsiHyS1 Ha NaHCUOHEPOB... U 4YTO
xe?

HwnkTo He obpaluan HM Manemnwero BHAMaHUsa Ha ero
cnosa. EMy kasanocb, 6yaTo Bce HapO4yHO nepeknibiBa-
nucb mexay coboto crioBamn 1 ByaTto CMesnucb Ha ero
CYET.



[ambl XOTb Obl B3rNsAHYyNM Ha Hero. Hu npenecTtHas
MMUCC, HMU XOpOLUEeHbKasa nacToplla C HeaoyMeBaloLm-
MU rnasamu. Hu gBe BOSIOOKME PYMbIHKM npobnemartu-
Yyeckux net. Hu nobnekwas gesuua ns Mambypra, xyaasa
KakK Cnu4yka, medtaternbHad, KpacHerwasa 1 ynucbiBato-
waqa Bce bnioga ¢ Takmm Ao6pPOCOBECTHLIM arnneTUToM,
OyaTo en 6bINo NpeanucaHo: BOWTK B TEMO.

Tonbko ogHa magam Leapy BbiTapawmna Ha Hero
CBOM NoABeAEeHHblE rMasa n bpocana To ymonswoume,
TO yrpoxatouime, 10 3Mble, TO UCMNYraHHble, TO HaKOHeL,
MHoroobeLlatoLme B3rnsabl, 04EBUAHO, AatOLLME NOHATD
“3HaMeHUTOMY” NucaTento — He NO30PUTb MaHCMOHA N He
pas3opuTb 6€AHYH0 XKEHLLMHY.

[1Ba aHrNn4yaHnHa — 1 cTapblv U OHbIA — ObINN BbICOKO-
MepHO-paBHOAYLHbI. A OHbIN — PakUTUH 3Han — rosopun
no-copaHLy3CKM NpaBubHO U ¢ cO6aYbNM aKLEHTOM.

W paxe ctapbin dpaHLy3, KOTOPOro riaBHbIM 06pa3om
Bblbpan xxepTBon PaknTuH, n TOT, XOTb MO BpeMeHaM noa-
HUMan oT Tapesku rnasa, saropasLunecs 6neckom, u cny-
Lan, caepXxuBas pasgpaxeHue, HO Npu 3TOM ockopbu-
TenbHO-HAaCMEeLLNMBO ynblbancs.

“Tak s Bam, ocToronkl, nokaxy!” — no-pyccku nogyman
PakutuH, 60nbHO 3a4eTbii B CBOEM camositobun.

M cnoBHO Obl peLumBLLMIA OrOPOLUNTL 3TUX “UANOTOB”,
y>Xe [OCTaTOYMHO B3BMHYEHHbIN, PaknTuH C Bbi3biBatoLLEN
YBEPEHHOCTbLIO U CMOKOWHOW pa3BA3HOCTLIO cKasar, no-



BTOpPAS crnoBa HuTuwe, 4To BCe Halum Xogsvve MHEeHUs
TpebyloT nepeoueHkn, n npudasun:

— Bosbmute xoTb Bpak. OTO 0QHO M3 HenenbIX yype-
xpeHun. B 6yaywem dopma ero namenutcs. Mo kpan-
Hen mepe He ByayT 06a3biBaTh Cynpyros nNduTb No rpob
XM3HM N ObiTb KaTOpXXHWKaMun. Pogutenn nonmyT, Kak
MOPTAT OHWM CBOUX OETEMN...

CnoBa PakntuHa npou3Benn Ha NaHCMOHEPOB OLue-
nomnsoLlee BrnevaTneHue.

YonopHo-cTporasi aHrmu4yaHka He axHyra OT Herofo-
BaHMSA TONMbKO MOTOMY, YTO axaTb HenpunuyHo. Ho oHa
3akpbliia ywm pykamu. [nasa ee ctann HeNnogBWMXHO-311bl-
Mu. ['yBbl YTO-TO LWeNTanu 1, Kazanochk, NpU3biBanNu Kapbl
Ha cBATOoTaTLA.

— B kakom mbl obuiectee, Mab!

CTtapbli BbICOKMIA LWIBeA-nacTop noeesi Ha PakuTuHa
HEeyMONMMO-CKOPOHbIV 1 B TO XXe BpeMsa 6e3HaaexxHo-Cy-
POBbIN, TSXeSbI B3NS4,

— Onb3a! He cnywan 6e3boxHon HenenocTun! — CTporo
LLEMHY OH.

— He 6yay, Akcenb! — NOKOPHO OTBETUMNA XOPOLLEHbKas
“tpy”.

N, onyctne ceou ronybkle, crnoBHo 6bl elle 6Gonee
HeJoyMeBaloLLMe rfa3a Ha Tapernky, He crewa un cTpo-
ro-0obpoCcoBECTHO €erla PEenHCKY NOCOCUHY Mo4 ron-
naHgCcKMM CoycoM, U caenanachb 1 3agymymBa, OblTb MO-



XET, OTTOro, YTO HEe ucnonHuna obewaHns n cnywana
XOTb 1 6€300XHbIE, HO MHTEPECHbIE NpeacKka3aHns o bpa-
Ke.

W ocTanbHble BO3MYLLEHHbIE AaMbl, CTapaBLUMECs Ka-
3aTbCs YepecUyyp ockopbneHHbIMM npodaHaumen bpaka,
CTblANIMBO HE NOAHMManM rfas, Ho BCe-Taku XagHo cny-
Lwanm.

W, cnoBHo 6bl B onpaBaaHue Takoro nobonbITCTBa, No-
Xunas gesuua ns Nambypra cMmyLeHHO npoMonsuna:

— J1o 4yero gonaeT 3TOT HarMbIn rocnoauH... OH 3abbin,
YyTO 34ecb 1 AeBuULbl!

Tonbko pbbkeBonocad mucc Mab umena pobnectb
cnywaTtb CEPbE3HO U CNOKONHO, HEe OCKOopObeHHas, Kasa-
NnocCb, pevyamm pyccKoro.

CTtapbil JKeHTNbMeH 13 bupmunHrama, nobutens na-
pu, cnpocun coceaa:

— O yeM MOXeT roBOpUTb 3TOT PYCCKUN?

Monoaon yenoBek OObACHUI.

— Oepxy napn, 4to OoH M3 bagnama ! — npoueann
CKBO3b 3yDObl 3aBOAYNIK.

— OH npocTto He OXeHTnbMeH. [oBopuTb 3a obe-
AOM HEMPUNYHO-TPOMKO CBOM rnynocTtu! — npesputenb-
HO-CMOKOMHO OTBETUIT IOHLIW NopAa.

PaHTbe yXXe HEeCKOnbKO OCTbIST U, BOCMOSb30BaBLUNCH

’ Bagnam(begnam) — CTapuHHBIN NTOHOOHCKMIA CyMacLUeALWwnii JOM, Ha3Ba-
HMe KOTOPOro CTarno HapuuaTenbHbIM.



naysomn, nob6e3Ho ckasan PakuTuHy:

— £ He ymelo Tak yBriekaTbcs 1 ybeauTeribHO CropuTb,
Kak Bbl, 1 NOTOMY He CMeto npogormkaTtb. Ho XoTb Mbl He
CXOOUMCS B MHEHUSAX, 3TO HE MELLAET MHE yBaXaTb U fto-
6uTb pycckux. ®paHumsa n Poccus — obe BenukogyLUHbIe
n bnaropogHble Benukne Hauuu!

M OH nogHsan cTakaH, OTNuI rMOTOK KPacHOro BUHA U
npubasun ¢ easa CriblLWHOM UPOHNUYECKOWN HOTKOW B rosio-
ce:

— Bbl, KOHEYHO, NPOBOANTE TaKUe Xe CMerble B3rnaabl
N B BalMX, BEPOSATHO, UHTEPECHbIX KHUrax, Kotopble, K
coXarneHuto, He Mory NpoYecTb.

MoNbLUEHHBLIN KOMMIMMEHTOM, PakuTUH BCMbIXHYN U,
Ka3anocb, He 3aMeTuIT HAaCMELLKWN.

W, noHmxasa ronoc, oTBeTun yxe 6e3 3aHOCYMBOCTH:

— He coscem!

Torga paHTbe-hpaHLy3 C ewle 6onbLien obe3HOCTbIO
crnpocun:

— Ho, BEpOATHO, Bbl TaK €& CMeNno U OCTPOYMHO yKa-
3blBaeTE Ha... HA HECOBEPLUEHCTBA PYCCKOWM XU3HU, Kak
cenyac ykasbiBanu Ha 6aHKpOTCTBO Hawero ctpos?.. U
He COMHEBalOCb, YTO BalMM OOLLECTBEHHbIM AeAaTenam
Tak Xe O0CTaeTcs, Kak JOCTaeTcs OT HaluX KXypHanu-
CTOB HaLIWUM MUHUCTpaM?

PaknTuH HEPBHO BOCKITUKHYI:

— MbI B Apyrux ycnosumsx...



W 6naropasymHo He npogorkarn.

CTtapbi opaHLy3, No-BUOMMOMY, BNOSIHE YOOBMNETBO-
pUIICA OTBETOM M TOTYAC e 3aroBopusi CO CBOMM coce-
AOM O NMPeBOCXOAHON pbibe 1 nonpocun nogaTb ee eLle.

OkuHyB B3rnsaom obuecTtso, PakntnH mor ybeantbes,
YTO MAHCMOHEPbLI OCTAaTOYHO “OropoLleHbl” U ocTaTou-
HO HENPUASHEHHBI.

— Hebocb, OHM ocTanucb [oBOMbHbI... He npasga
nn? — obpartuncsa TopxecTaytoLle K HeBonvHy PakntuH.

HeBonvH paBHOAYLIHO OTBETUN:

— Oxota 6bina Bam, Bacunun AHgpeeBud, KUNATUTBLCA.



Vi

Ha crnepgytowee ytTpo xos3dnka noctyyana B KOMHa-
Ty PakntnHa. OHa BoLuna TOp>KECTBEHHO N Cepbe3Has B
NosIHOM cBoeM 0bbl4YHOM “Napage” n, nocne n3blCKaHHbIX
N3BMHEHMI, YTO OCMenunacb nomelaTtb ero BAOXHOBe-
HUIO, “no3Bonuna cedbe” 3aMeTuTb, YTO HECOMHEHHO BO3-
BbILLEHHbIE MHEHMUS T.PaknTuHa, KoTopble Tak NOHpPaBU-
NINCb €N CaMOMU, K COXarneHuto, B3BOSIHOBAaNM 1 ncnyranu
NaHCMOHEPOB 1 BpeaHO nNoaencTeoBany Ha 60MbHbIX...

— [a Bbl npucaxusantecn, rocnoxa LLeapu...

N PaknTuH nogoaBuHynN Kpecro xo3svke. ..

— O, He BecnokonTecb, monsieur... A Ha OgHY MUHYTY.

OpaHako xo3sanka npucena n npoaorkana:

— W MHOrne Bblpasunn MHe HeYyA0BOMbCTBME HA FPOM-
Kne crnopsbl 3a CTONoM. A MOM MPUHUMMN: NOSTHOE CMOKOW-
CTBME XUNbLOB, KOTOPble AenatoT YeCTb NaHCUOHY. B,
Kak HeOObIKHOBEHHO YMHbIN YenoBek, KOHEYHO, Cornacu-
TeCb C 3TMM NpUHUMNOM? — nobe3Ho n TBepao npmbasu-
na xossika.

— A He TO, rocnoxa LLBapuy, Bbl 3aX0TUTE NNLINTBLCS Ta-
KOro HeO6bIKHOBEHHO YMHOIO YenoBeka? — OTBETUI, YIbl-
0asacb, PakutuH.

— K coxanenuto, 4 noctaBneHa B TSXKENOe MOoJioxe-
HUe...



— A KOMHaTa 3gecb oTnuyHas... He xapko...

— W kakown Bng ¢ 6ankoHa...

— W Bnga... N pabotaetca xopowwo... I kopmuTe nops-
AOYHO...

— A ctapatock! — BcTaBuna rocnoxa Lsapu.

— Bbl 06pasuoBas xo3siika n — npuMnTe BMNOSHe 3acny-
XXEHHYI0 AaHb — Takas MHTEpPEeCHas XeHLMHa, YTo npu-
CYTCTBME BaLle 3a CTOSIOM MOXET TOSTbKO JOCTaBNATb 3C-
TeTuyeckoe ygosonbcTeue... OgHMM CNOBOM, NaHCWUOH
MHE HpaBUTCS.

W ¢ cepbesHbiM BUOom npubasun:

— NpocTnTe HECKPOMHBIN BOMPOC, MUITasa Xo3sika: Bam
net — Tpuauatb?.. Inn HeT ewwe?

— Yt0 BBI?.. Bbl CMeeTech?.. A cTtapyxa... MHe copok
agal — ckpoMHO npomornBeuna rocnoxa Lsapu, BHe3an-
HO OXUBJISSICb, CITOBHO CTapbIv Napagep, 3acnbiaBLumnim
TpyOy.

— Heyxenn?.. A kakow xe y Bac, 3Ha4YUT, XXUBUTESTbHbIN
Bo3ayX... MonoxasuT... bes wyTok roBopto! — BOCKNUK-
Hyn PaknTunH, KOTOPbLIN NO NPUBbLIYKE CTaporo tboYyHMKa
roBOpuI 4O 4ep30CTU HEBO3MOXHbIE KOMMIIMMEHTHI, Ca-
MOZOBOJTbHO YBEPEHHBIN, YTO XOTb A0S0 N3 BPAHbA XXEH-
LWMHa NpUMET 3a npasay.

— 4 korga-To 6bIna HegypHa, a Tenepsb...

W rocnoxa LUBapy, B3goxHyna n Toxe no ctapown npu-
Bbl4Ke CBEpKHyna Korga-to MHoroobeljarowmmn rnasa-



MW.

— Tak Bbl U3BUHUTE, YTO S BbIHYXAeHa bbina nepegatb
BaM HeyaO0BOSIbCTBME NAaHCUOHEPOB. ..

— Kakue n3BunHeHus!.. Moxete ObiTb CMOKOWHbI, YTO
Oonblue 51 He NOCTaBIO Bac B HENPUSATHOE MONOXEHNE U
BaLLUMX MAHCMOHEPOB HE Oropyy criopamu.

— Kak npnaTtHo nmeTb 4eno ¢ TakKMM yMHbIM 4YernoBe-
kom! HeT cnos 6narogaputb Bac...

locnoxa LWsapu He yxoauna.

W, npyHumasa cepbes3Ho-rpyCTHbIN BUA, C NCKYCCTBEH-
HO nevarnibHOM TOPXKECTBEHHOCTbLIO NPOM3HECNa:

— CynTato cBoMM OOMroM ckasaTb, YTO Ball coOoTeve-
CTBEHHUK OYEeHb MNSIOX.

— begHsra! Ewe B4epa Bevepom 4 cuaen y Hero, 1 oH
6oapuncs.

— MunbIn HawW JOKTOP TONbKO YTO 6bin y HeBonuHa. ..

— W yto Xe ckazan?

— OH npegynpeaun meHsi, 4To 6egHbI MONOAOW Yeno-
BeK boree Hegenn He NPOTSHET.

— HeBonwuH n He goragbiBaeTcAa?

— [Mo4Tn BCe YaxoToYHble He AoraabiBatoTCA. A KaXKeT-
cd, Tak nerko goragartbcs... A cenyac HaBewana Heso-
nuHa... OH He BCTan cerogHsi ¢ NOCTeNn U HaBepHO YX
He BcTaHeT... M kak cnab, Kkak B3BONHoBaH!..

— OTy4ero B3BOMMHOBAH?

— PaHo yTpom nony4nn tenerpammy... O, Kak xecToka



ero xopouueHbkas xeHa! Kak »xectoka! beiBatoT 6eccep-
AeYHble XeHLWMHbI, HO Takue, Kak OHa, peaku. He npaeaa
nn? Bbl, kKak nucarenb, 3HaeTe Hac. A HeBonnH He 3Ha-
eT. OH Bce elle HageeTcs... A 4, NPU3HaloCb, ymato, YTo
3Ta fjama COBCeM He npuegert... K yemy en ymuparoLwmnm
Myx? OHa, BepHO, 3abblfia CBALLEHHbIN OO XEHbI... A
OH Tak XxgeT, Tak nbut! — N rocnoxa LLesapy nogHec-
na K rmasam HOCcoBoM NnaTtok. — MHe Tak »anb Monoaoro
Yyenoseka, KOTOPbIA Tak XO4eT YBUOETb XEHY U yMupaet
OOVH, Ha YyXbuHe, YTO S NOCcOoBETOBara eMy cenyac xe
exatb B [leTepbypr...

— YMupatoLwemy? — BOCKITMKHYN PaknTuH.

“U kakas xe Tbl cTepBo3a!” — nogyman OH.

— [JokTOp HaxoguT, 4YTo BonbHOM foeaeT... YXKe oxuaa-
HUe BNOEeTb Yepes ABa OHSA XeHy nogaepxano Obl ero...
Tak 661 xopowo 6bino 6bl ANa HEro yMepeTb OKOSO Nio-
6umoro yenoseka... M korga s ckasana o Netepbypre n
aymana, 4to noesgka ero obpagyet, HeBonunH — Boobpa-
31Te — B3BOJSIHOBArICS MU paccepauncs...

— He oueHwnn Bawen gobpotbl, rocnoxa Leapu?

Xosganka cgenana Bu, 4To He ychnblwana 350U upo-
HUM B ronoce PakuTnHa 1 He 3ameTuna ero HacMeLnu-
BbIX rNas.

— A xenana HesonuHy gobpa... Pa3se He yXacHo yme-
peTb ogHoMmy, 6e3 6rnn3kmx?..

— Ho Bce-Taku gante emy ymepeTb B MAHCUOHE. ..



— [1a pa3Be s He xo4y AepaTb yMUparoLwero B naHcu-
oHe?.. O, He roBopuTe Tak, monsieur! A He 3acnyxuBato
obmngHoro nogospeHns. A xpuctmaHka! — nateTuyYecknm
TOHOM OCKOpBneHHon AobpoaeTenn BOCKNNKHYa X031~
ka. — W a tTak noonto 6egHoro HesonuHa. OH Bcerga obin
Tak gobp n genukaTeH co MHOW... Tak npeaynpeanTens-
HO nnatun Bnepea. 1 — cnpocute y Hero — kak s1 3abo-
TMnacb o Hem! [oBepbTe, YTO s1 NOCTapakCh, YTObLI ero
nocrnegHue gHN B MOEM MaHCUOHE ObIfi MO BO3MOXXHO-
CTW NOKOWHBI... CerogHsi xXe N030BYy cMAernky, XoTa bbl Ha
MOW c4yeT, ecnn HeBonNuMH He BCNOMHUT nepes CMepTbio
3annaTtuTb en...

N, cnoBHO Obl B OOKa3aTenbCTBO €€ XPUCTMAHCKOW
nobBu K bnmxkHemy, oHa npubasuna:

— Bbl 3HaeTe, ¢ kKakumn npegpaccyakamm npuesxmne? 5
noHecy 6onbLune yBbITKN, ECNN HECKOPO CAaM KOMHATY —
Beb KOMHaTa NnpeBocxodHasi? — nocre noKomHuka... A
Anst 6e4HON XXeHLWMHbI 3TO YyBCTBUTENBHO, HO S U He No-
AyMato MbICIIEHHO YNPEKHYTb NaMATb MOSIOA0ro YernoBe-
Ka... TpPEBOXUT MEHS TONbKO OAHO. ..

— YT0 Takoe? — cnpocun PaknTuH.

— A He 3Halo, KakK ObITb, €Ccrniv XXeHa He npuegeT, n Heso-
NNH yMpeT... Koro n3BecTuTb, KPOME XeHbl, Apyrux 6nms-
knx B [NeTtepbypre... [Oe 3aXoTAT NOXOPOHUTL €ro... V1 BO-
obule...

— O6 atom He becnokonTecsk... A Bce caenato... U 3a-



nnadvy no cyery...

— O, nyctskun... OB 3TOM He CTOUT U rOBOPUTL... 3Ha-
4YKUT, Bbl NpUMeTe Ha cebs Bce 3aboThbl... A Tak n gyma-
na... [la n komy xe no3aboTnTbCA, Kak He COOTEYEeCTBEH-
HWUKY, Aa eLle TakoMy BENMKOAYLLIHOMY, KaK Bbil. ..

C aTMMmu crnoBamu oHa NogHsAnach, euwe pas U3BUHK-
nacb, 4To NomMeluana BOOXHOBEHMUIO, N BENNYECTBEHHO
yaanunacb, 4OBOfIbHAs CBOUM BU3UTOM K PakuTuHy.

“Ceou “HenenocTn” roBoputb 3a obegom He ByneT u
naHCMOHepOB He Hanyraet. [NocnegHun cyet 3a Heso-
NUHa 1 cugernke ynnaTtuT, 1 BeCbMa BEPOATHO, YTO MO-
cne cmept HeBonuHa nepenger B ero KOMHaTy. Takou
HaxanbHbIA rOCMOAMH HE MOXET MMETb NpeapacCyaKoB.
[a v BnonHe 300poBbIN Yernosek!” — nogymana rocrnoxa
LBsapu,.

N xoTb oHa cunTtana PakntuHa He OYeHb-TO NoBaanu-
BbIM MAHCMOHEPOM, TPEBYOLWMM OT FOPHUYHOM OCHOBA-
TENbHOM U CBOEBPEMEHHON YOOPKM N 0OBPOCOBECTHON
YUCTOTbI canor 1 NnaTbs, TEM HE MEHEEe Haluna, YTO OH
MYy>X4YMHa He 6e3 BKyca, Korga BCMOMHUIIA ero KOMMNu-
MEHTbI, U pewunna, Yto oH ByaetT MeHee TpeboBaTereH,
ecnu, Bmecto WapnoTTel, Ha3Ha4YnTb FOPHUYHOW B €ro
HOMEpP XOpOLUEHbKY Monoayt Knapy.



VI

KpoBaTtb 6blna nogBuHyTa K OTKPLITOMY OKHY, 1 HeBo-
NINHY Ka3anocCb, YTO MMEHHO 3TO U ObINIO HYXXHO, YTOObI
eMy 6bINo NOKOMHee nexaTtb B NOCTENM U AbllaTh ferye.

C BbICOKO MPUMNOAHATON rONOBOM Ha NoAyLUKax U ¢ 3a-
KpbITbIMM rMasamu, OH noxoaun Ha mepTeeua. Ho korga
OTKpbIBan rnasa, oHM Gnecrtenu, cocpeaoTOMEHHO BO3-
OyXOeHHbIe N cepbe3Hble, CNOBHO Obl Kakas-TO MbICb
BOfIHOBana ero n TpeboBana paspeLleHus.

OH noBepHyn rnasa K okHy; ronyboe Hebo, n ropsbl, U
Gneck yygHoro yTpa obpatunu Ha cebs ocobeHHoe, Npo-
HMKHOBEHHOE BHMMaHue HeBonuHa, 1 OH C HOBbIM, AOCe-
ne HeucnbiTaHHbIM YYBCTBOM BOCXULLEHUS B3rnsabiBan
B OKHO.

“A OH TakoM OOWHOKWI, TakoW cnabdblil, N XeHa He
eget!” — nogyman HeBonuH.

M »xanocTb k cebe oxeatuna ero. KpynHble cnesbl ka-
TUINNCb Ha LWEKN.

OH cHoBa gymarn o XXeHe M cHoBa npoboBar yCnoko-
nUTb MyuntenbHocTb aym. OH cam BUHOBAT, YTO Jlensa He
Toponutca. OHa He 3HaeT, YTo KaTap Tak obeccunun ero.
3ayeM OH He nucan, YTo Xy4eeT M No HoYaM MOKpPbIN OT
nota? O, naBHO Gbina 66l OHa 30€eCb, U OH NONpPaBNANCS
Obl... He 661510 6bl 3TOr0 MYyYUTENBHOIO BOSTHEHMUSI. ..



N3-3a Hero n ctano xyxe. [JOKTOp TOMbKO YTO Obi U
He Haluen Hu4yero ocobeHHO cepbes3Horo... BpemeHHoe
obocTpeHune. HoBoe nekapcTBo NOMOXeET. .. HoO Kak gonro
TsAHeTcA 6onesHb. ..

“U otyero Jlensa onatb He Morna BblexaTtb, Kak obeLla-
na!”

OTa MbICfb HE MOrna OTBA3aTbCs C TOM MUHYTbI, Kak
HeBonuH nony4un, nonyaca ToMy Hasag, Tenerpammy...

M OH NpOTsHYN pyKy K HOYHOMY CTOMMKY 3a Tenerpam-
MOW 1 CHOBAa NpoYunTan 3T CTPOKN, KOTOPbIE 3aCTaBMsaNn
cepaue ero butbca cunbHee.

“MpocTtn. PaHblie Tpex oHen He Mory BblexaTtb. He Tpe-
BOXbCA. Tenerpadupyn, Kak sgoposbe. [1o cBuagaHbs".

Onartb otnoxuna. A Jlens Tak HyHa Tenepb, Korga
mMorna 6bl xoanTb 3a HUM. Pa3Be oHa He 3HAaEeT, YTO OH
OOVH... OOVH...

— [1a 4TO 3TO 3HAYUT? — MbICNEHHO cnpalurBan cebs
HeBonuH.

W cHOBa ynopHo aenaet BCEBO3MOXHbIE Npeanosioxe-
HUS O NpUYMHaX Henpuesna XeHbl. Ho Tenepb HUM OaHO
npeanonoXeHue He ycnokamBaeT €ero... VI yBepeHHOCTb
PakntuHa, 4To XXeHa He npueneT cerogHsi, U ero pasro-
BOPbl O JKMBOCTU XXEHLWMH HEBOSIbHO MPUNOMUHAOTCA
HeBonuHy...

M kakas-To MbiCnb CNOBHO 6bl BOPYr O3apuria ronosy
HeBonuHa. OH, Ka3anocb, BCe MOHSASM, U yXXac MCKasun



YyepTbl Er0 MEPTBEHHOIO Nuua.

— He moxeTt ObiTb. Takas nognocTb!

HeBonuH rHan ot cebsi Npoyb BHE3AMHY MbICIIb, TOY-
HO YTO-TO y>KaCHoe u cTpaluHoe. Ho oHa, HanpoTuB, Bce
oonee n bonee osnagesana M. OH BCMOMHWIT CNoOBa Xe-
Hbl O HE300POBbLE €€ MO Bevepam nepen oTbe3qoM ero n3
[MeTepbypra, ee coBeTbl NOCKOpeEN yexaTb B LLBeluaputo,
ee BHe3anHoe CMYyLLeHne, Korga OH uenosan ee B ryobl,
BCE 3TO SABJISANOCh B HOBOM, Ka3arioCb, BCe OObACHABLLEM
ocBeLleHnn. 1 HeBonuH ¢ Kakoro-To NopasuTesibHoOM sic-
HOCTbIO rannounHaummn yeunaan nepeg coboto cBow Ma-
NEHbKYI0, UBALLHYIO XEeHY C BOYMYMBBIMU aHrefbCKUMM
rnasamu, psagomMm C MornoAbiM, PpyMsiHbIM Kpacasuem 6a-
poHOM JlaxTu, ero NnpuaTenem n COCny>X1BLEM.

“A oHa ewle Tak cyxa bbina ¢ 6apoHoM. Haxoguna, 4to
OH CaMo0BOIbHbIN OonBaH... A aToT 6bonBaH...”

N, nopaxeHHbI OTKPbITUEM, BHE3AMHO OXBAYEHHbLIN
OXXEeCTOYEeHHOM 0buaom peBHOCTU 1 3noboKn, OH BOPYT No-
4YyBCTBOBan NpUNIMB CUIbl, MOPbIBUCTO NOAHSANCS, Npu-
Cen Ha KpoBaTu W, 3aAblXasiCb, rpo3si B NMPOCTPAHCTBO
KOCTNABOW PYKOW, NOYTU YTO KPUKHYI:

— Mognas! A Bbizgoposeto n Torga... A...

HeBonuH He mor npogormkaTtb. OH 3akawnsncs. Kposb
nokasanacb 13 ropna.

C yxacom cTpaxa M TOCKM B pacClUMpEeHHbIX rnasax
CMOTpEST OH Ha CMOYEHHbIA KPOBbID HOCOBOW MaToK.



HeBonwuH cpasy ocnaben, 1 ronosa ero ynana Ha nogyLu-
KW.

[MpoLLno HECKONBKO CeKyH 0OMOopokKa.

HeBonuH OTKpbIN rnasa, U NaHW4Yecknin ctpax npo-
Len — KpoBb OCTaHoBMNacb. EMy abilwanock nerye.

“BepHo, kakon-HMbyab ManeHbKuin cocyq nonHymn’, —
nogyman HesonuH.

W Tenepb OH elle ¢ Bonbllen yBepeHHOCTbIO Aymarn,
n He 6Ge3 3nopaacTea gymar, YTO HOBOE fieKapcTBO Mo-
MOXeT. OH Ha4yHET NonNpaBNATLCA U yXKe He ByaeT Taknm
A0BEpYMBLIM MyXeM. He nonaet BcTpedatb noesaa.

[Mepen MHCTUHKTOM CaMOCOXPaHEHUS N XKaXO0MW XN3-
HK GelleHbIr B3pbIB NPOLUEN, U OCTpoTa 0buabl ockopb-
NEHHOro Yyenoseka cMsryanacb. Jroum3am ©Oe3HaZexHo
BOnbHOro HEBONBLHO CTaparncs yBepuTb ero B Hecrnpase-
NMBOCTU NOLO3PEHMUS, YTO OH 0OMaHyT 1 Tak Harno u 6ec-
COBECTHO. I — rmaBHOe — Tenepsb, Koraa emy Xyxe, BCTpe-
4ya C XXEHOW YXXe He npeacTaBnanach, Kak BNooreHHoMY.
OH xpgan cuaenky, kKotopasi cymeeT XoauTb 3a HUM. Beapb
OH GorneH!

N HesonuH gyman:

“OHa obsa3aHa ObITb OKoMno. He cmeeT He npuexaTb K
B6onbHoMy MyXy. He cmeeT! — HacTansan HesonwuH, noa-
bagpuBas cebd. — Jlensa He mkuBasa. OHa Tpu roga nto-
B6una n HM Cc KeMm Jaxe He KokeTHu4ana... [lovtu Bcerga
Obl BMecTe... He morna Obl nucaTb Takne nucbMa v B



TO e Bpemsi oOMaHbIBaTb. OHa YecTHas eHwmHa. Bece-
raa roeopuna, vto gonr obssbiBaet. M kK yemy en nratb?
OnHa morna 6bl Hanucatb, YTo nontduna apyroro. Beab
OHW Nepea XeHnTbbon ganu apyr opyry CroBo ckasaTb,
€CIN KTO U3 HUX pa3ntobuTt. Ml kak oH ¢ Hen Gbin OTKpoBE-
HeH. Kak goBepyumB. Kak ctapancs ucnosHuTb manemnume
ee xenaHus. Hudero He xanen. Pabotan, kak Bosn, onga
Hee. CKonbKo TpaTui Ha Hee! HanpacHo OH B3BONHOBAs-
cA... M3-3a atoro n nowna kpoBb. Hago 6epeybcs. Ewe
naTb gHen, Jlens npueget, n oH ybeauTcs, 4To nogospe-
HUA Henenebl... OHW Nnpu3paku 6oneHoro...”

N HeBonuH 6eCcnokomHO nogyman, YTo HOBOe Jiekap-
CTBO eLLe He npuHecnu. LBapy, ckasana, 4To Yyepes YeT-
BEpPTb Yaca NpUHECyT.

— CBuMHbU! — BHe3anHo pasgpaxadcb, npowlenTtan
HeBonuvH, B3rnsHyB Ha Yachbl, ¥ MO3BOHUIT.

Mpowna muHyTa.

Emy kasanocb, 4to ero Bce 3abbiniv. HapoyHO HUKTO
He nget. A Bedpb, KaxeTtcs, Xopowo nnatut bepre.

HeBonuH cHoBa 3BOHMIN.

Bepta, TOnNbko 4TO OTOpBaBLUAsAcs OT y6opku cocen-
Hen KOMHaTbl, TOPOMNMMBO BOLSIA U, NMPUBETIMBO Yrblba-
ACb NPU BXOAE K XunbLy, cnpocuna:

— Yro yrogHo?..

— JlekapctBo! — pasgpaxeHHo crnpocun HeBOnuH n
3rbIMW rasamMmu CMOTPEN Ha MONOAYH, PYMSAHYHO U CUMb-



HYHO FOPHMUYHYIO C BCMOTEBLLUMM 03aB04YEHHbBIM FIULIOM.

— Cenvac nongy.

— He mornun cxogutb... 3TO 4YTO *e?..

— Ho, monsieur, 9 He BUHOBaTa. AnTekapb ckasarn, 4To
neKapcTBO MOXET ObITb FOTOBO Yepes ABaauaTb MUHYT. ..
A oBaguaTtu He NpoLuno...

— 9710 6eccoBeCTHO CO CTOPOHbI anTekaps... He npas-
aa nn?.. MNpowy Bac, CM0 MUHYTY ngute... TonbKo no-
panTte nnatok... O, rocnoagu!..

N HesonuH cepaunca Ha bepTy 1 3a To, 4YTO OHa 340-
poBa, 1 3a TO, YTO OHa, Kasanocb, 6e3y4acTtHa K HeMy n
ynblbaeTcs, kak 1 rocnoxa LBapu, nuuemepHo.

“U BooOLWE Ntoan GonbLUME ArONCTbI U AYMaKOT TONbKO
o cebe. OH He Takomn 3roucT! — ¢ HanBHOM YBEPEHHOCTbLIO
nogyman HeBonuH 1 BCNOMHWII, Kak OH 3aboTtuncs o Jle-
ne, Kak cuaen uenyro HoYb, Korga oHa 3axsoparna.

O603n€eHHbIN, OH YXXe MbICNIEHHO YNpeKan Tenepb xe-
HY 1 CNOBHO 3a0bIn, YTO OHa “3010TOe cepaue” M Kak yxa-
XuBarna 3a HUM, Korga OH 3abonen.

W BHE3anHO nNporoBopwrt:

— 3710 noano!

EmMy xoTenocb nnakatb un OoT 06uabl, U OT HETEPNEHUS
NonpaBuUTbCA, M OT HOBOIO 3110r0 YyBCTBA K XXEHLUUHE, KO-
TOPYIO Tak OCOBEHHO CUSTbHO NOBUN, KaK 9TO Ka3anoch.

Uepes Heckonbko MuHYT bepTta, obnuBasliasica no-
TOM, MPUHECIa NeKkapcTBo 1 cKasana, yneibadacb o0pbI-



MU KPYrMbIMU rnasamu:
— bexana... Tenepb npumnTte, n Bam byget nyuwe!
OH nobnarogapun bepTy 1 3auckusaroLie Nonpocun

CKOpen pasBeCcTn OguH MOPOLLOK B ptoMke ¢ Boaon. OH

HeTepnenueo CMOTpPES, Kak oHa ato genana. OguH Bua

HOBOrO JieKkapcTBa CIIOBHO Obl MMMHOTU3MPOBaN €ro u

BHyLLAs YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO MOPOLLOK NOMOXET.

M Kak TONbKO OH BbINUI 40 NOCHEeAHEN Kannv nospoM-
Kn, emy crano cpasy nerye. Mokpota He gywwna. [bl-
watb 6bIr10 cBobogHee. CBUCT U3 rpyaun He BbineTan.

— O, 6bnarogapto Bac, bepta! Mgute... MHe Hu4ero He
HY>XHO!

Bepta ywna, ckpbiBad nog 0O6bI4MHOW NPUBETIIMBOMN
yNbIGKOW >XanocTb K 3TOMY HeCc4YaCTHOMY ymMuparoLemy
rocnoguHy.

HeBonuH cmardunca. bepta yxe He Kasanacb Takou
GesyyactHoM K Hemy. U Jlens, pasymeeTcs, He Tak BUHO-
BaTa, M OH HanpacHoO ee nogo3pesaet. Yepes NATb gHEN
OHa npvegeT u dyaet cngetb 6€30TNYHHO MpU HEM.

“O, Tenepb A nonpaentock!” — yBEepeHHO nogyman
HeBornuH.

W, 3akpbiBasg rrnasa, OXBayeHHbIN PagoCTHbIM 4yB-
CTBOM KaKOW-TO HEOObIKHOBEHHO CYaCTNIMBOW COHHOM
rpesbl, 3aCHYM, LUMPOKO PacKpbIB POT.

COHHbIV NOPOLLOK nogencTeoBan bbICTpoO.



IX

M3BecTne x03g1MKkM 0 TOM, 4TO HeBonuHy, No crnosam
Bpaya, He NPOTHAHYTb N HeJenu, 1 4YTo XeHa npucnarna te-
nerpamMmy 0 HOBOM OTCPOYKe, Bbl3Basio B PakutuHe BbICT-
poe peLleHUne: BbI3BaTb XKEHY K yMUPaOLLEMY MYXY.

[MyCTb XOTb YMPET BEPYIOLLUNM B HEE “BMNIOBNEHHBLIM OY-
pakom”!

PakutuH xanen “gypaka” n obwxancs 3a Hero, Kak
MY>X4MHa, KOTOPbIM He fancsa 6bl B Takon obmaH. XXeHa
HeBonuHa Bo3mywana PakntuHa. Ho B To e BpemMsa emy
XOTEer10Cb NO3HAKOMUTBLCS NPU UCKNIOYNTENBHbLIX YCITOBU-
AX C 9TOM XOpOoLUeHbKoW, “npobrnematnyeckon 6apblHb-
KOW”, Kak MOCMNeLLHO YXe 3apucoarn ee PaknTtnH B CBoeM
npeacTaBneHun.

OH n3yunT “nHTEpecHbIn TMN”. Hegapom oH BbICTPO OT-
ragblBaeT XeHLWWH 1 00 CUX NOop MOrb3yeTcsl YCNEXOM Y
HUX. A Tenepb cepaue ero Kctatn 6b1r10 cBo6OAHO.

PakutnH nomHun agpec. HeBonnH He pa3 0 HEM roBO-
pun PakuTuHy, Korga npurnawarn ero HaBeCTUTb UX 3u-
MOW.

W, nognncae “cpoyvHasn”, PakuTuH cocTtaBun crneayto-
LLYIO Ternerpammy:

“Ecnn xoTnte 3acTtatb MyxXa B XMBbIX 1 06MnerymTb no-
cnegHue ero MMHyTbl, HeMeaneHHo BbledxanTte. Cobna-



rOBONIUTE CPOYHO TenerpadupoBaTb GONbLHOMY O Bble3-

ae’.

“‘Hebocb, npukaTUT nocrne Takon Tenerpammel, 1 6ea-
HAra JOXOEeTCs HaKoHel, CBOK MafoOHHY!” — MbICIIEHHO
nporosopun PakuTuH 1 Bbllwen.

C TtenerpacdHon cTaHuun PakuTuH ywen LOBOMbHbIN.
MocnegHue gHn okono 6egHsarn HesonuHa byaet nobu-
Masi xxeHa. U, pasymeeTcs, He xoten Obl cebe co3HaTbCs,
YTO OYEHb JOBOSIEH CBOUM LOOPbLIM AENOM M MOTOMY, YTO
yBNOWT 3Ty BO3MYLLAIOLLYIO ero 6eccepaeyHyto KeHLn-
HY, OydeT YacTo C HEeK BMECTE B KOMHATE YMUMpPatoLLEero un
NpoBOXaTb Ha Nporyrkax.

OTa nporpamma yxe npoberana B ronose PakuTuHa,
Korga OH BO3Bpallarncs B NaHCUOH, B3rnsgabiBas Ha npo-
XOOsWMX MONOAbIX XXEHLLUWUH C No6ONbLITCTBOM.

Y pelieTkn caga naHcuoHa PakuTuHa ocTaHOBWUIT MO-
Nnoaow Kpacasel, aHrnMYaHuH B CBETOW bnaHenu n, npu-
nogHumasi etp, obMoTaHHbIA Knuceen, nobesHo crnpo-
cun:

— Kak 300poBbe BalLiero cooTe4eCcTBEHHUKA?

— Mnox! — ¢ ymbIWeHHON pe3KoCTbio oTBeTUN Pakn-
TVH.

— 0-0-0! Ho, Hagetoch, ewle npoTsaHET?

— AT oHen He NpoXxuBeT! — pe3ko U HaCMELLNUBO OT-
BeTUn PakuTuH.

Mornogon 4yenoBek, kKazanocb, He cYMTan HY>XHbIM 3a-



METUTb PE3KNN N ABHO HAaCMeLLSMBbIA TOH PakuTtuHa.

OH cHOBa 3Ha4YUTENbHO NPOTSHYN cBoe: “0-0-0!" n ¢
CMOKOMHOW N BEXITMBOW HACTOMYMBOCTbLIO NpUbaBui:

— WN3BuHuTe, 4TO 3agepxmBato. [lo3Bonste oanH BO-
npoc?

— [NosBonsio.

— KeHa Bawero 6egHoro gpyra npuenet?

PakntuHa B3opsano.

OH B ynop B3rnsiHyn B CBETblE, 4OOPOAYLIHO-CNOKON-
Hble rnasa aHrnuyaHuHa.

“Okasi yBepeHHast monogas ckotuHa!” — nogyman Pa-
KATUH N C AEP3KON HACMELLIKOW cKa3art:

— He npuneget!

— O-0-0!

— Bbl napu npourpaeTe!

— bnarogapto Bac. OyeHb xanb! — HEBO3MYTUMO BEX-
NIMBO NPOMOSIBUI MOSTOAOWN YENOBEK.

W, npunogHas goeTp, Bbllen Ha ynuuy, No-BUaMMomy,
HEeCKOINbKO HeJOyMEBaKLLMN Takon PEe3KOCTU PYCCKOro
nucarens.

A PakntnH, obpagoBaHHbIN, YTO 060opBan BbICOKOMEp-
HOro aHrnM4yaHmHa, TOpPoNMBO HaNPaBWUIICHA B MaHCUOH.

B kopugope oH BcTpeTun beprty.

— BonbHOM BCe ewe cnuT?

— TonbKO 4YTO NPOCHYICS.

— B nocrenu?



— [MpnnoaHATLCS XOTEN U HE MOT...

— Cupenku ewle HeT?

— Her...

— O, cenvac npmager... cenvac npmnaet! — nporoBopwu-
na oTKyaa-To nosiBMBLUAsACA Xo3saKKka. — A yx Obina 'y og-
HOW 0coObl... HO Tonbko goporo cnpawmeaet... ecatb
dpaHKOB B CYTKM Ha BCEM FOTOBOM... QTO ByaeT CTouTb
naTb opaHKoB y MeH4... Camas aeleBas LeHa... YrogHo
neperoBopuTb ¢ ocobon?.. BepHo, n npeaynpeante 6ea-
Horo HesonuHa?

PaknTuH He cnopun o ueHe, XoTa U NOHUMarl, 4YTo XO-
3qMKa genaet cBow rewedT. [la n HenoBKO, Kasarnocb
emMy, ObIf10 ToproBaTbCA.

“Hy 1 yepT c To6oN!” — MbICNEHHO Npomoneus PakntuH
n, ynbibasicb nykaBbiM1 CBOMMM rfia3amu, ckasan:

— Hapetocb Tonbko, 4To Bawa ocoba He HaBedeT Ha
BGONbHOro YHbIHMA?

— lMpoctute... A He coBcem noHMmar... Yem moxeT
HaBEeCTW YHbIHWE CUAENKA, KOTOPYH 9 PEKOMEHAY? — He
©e3 gocToMHCcTBa NporoBopuna rocnoxa Leapu 1 npuro-
ToBMNacb 0bmaeTbcs B KayecTBe “criabon XKeHLMHbI”.

— Pas3Be He noHnmaeTe, munaga rocnoxa Lesapu, yem
CECTpbl MUocepaus yapy4ator?..

PakntuH paccmesincs n npogorkan:

— [1a cBOMM TOPXXECTBEHHO-Y4aCTNNBbLIM BUAOM, TOYHO
XOYET CKasaTb: MHe Xanb ymupatowiero. inn — 4to, no-



Xanym, ewe xyxe — obnagaeT Takonm Hapy>XXHOCTbIO, YTO
OonbHOW ByAeT BONMHOBATLCS OT paspaXkeHus:.

O, oHa noHana. OHa 1 He Morna nogymaTtb, YTO Ta-
KOW 3HaMeHUTbIN NncaTesib MOor cyuTaThb rocrnoxy Lsapuy
coBcem rnynon. OHa, cnaBa 6ory, NOHMMaET, KakK BaXXHO
Anst 6oneHOro BUAETL OKONO cebsi ycnokameatoLlee, npu-
ATHOE NNLO. OTO Ba)XHO HE TONbKO AN OOnbHbIX, HO —
OCMENNTCS Bblpa3uTb CBOE MHEHNE — 1 ANSA 340P0BbIX. U
OHa He OepXUT B CBOEM MAHCUOHE YPOOOB-TOPHUYHbIX.

— 910 Moe npasuno! — He 6e3 ropgocTu npubasmna
X039KKa.

— HepypHoe npaBwuno, rocnoxa LWeapy. Ho cuaenka?..

— byabTe CNoOKOWHbI 3a Ballero COOTEYEeCTBEHHMKA. ..
MocnegHue ero gHW He ByayT oMpadeHsbl... Ocoba o4YeHb
MUNas XeHWMuHa... MUo caMoe pacnosnaratollee u BHy-
watowee gosepue... [MpaBga, oHa He nNepBon MONOAO-
CTW, en 3a TpuauaTb, HO MOJSIOXKaBasd, CUSTbHasa N CUM-
naTUYHOW HapPY>XHOCTU, BNOMHe NpunuyHaa gama... Kak
pas ny4dLnin BO3pacT Ans CBOEN TshKernon 06s13aHHOCTN. ..
Beob onga Tshkkoro 60MbHOrO M HE Hy)XHa Morogas cu-
aenka... Tonbko morna Obl CTECHUTBL... HE npaBaa nn?

PakntuH, KOHEYHO, cornacuncs.

— O, beagHbIn HeBonuH ByaeT QoBONEH cBoen cuaen-
kon. OHa nobuTt cBoe Aeno munocepaus... NOHUMAET,
4YTO OONbHbIE KanNpPU3Hbl U pasgpaxnTernbHbl, U HX NTULIOM,
HW MaHepaMn, HXN Pa3roBOPOM HE pasgpaxuT, a, Hanpo-



TMB, YCNOKOUT BOSbHOTO. ..

N xo3sarka 3Ha4ynTenbHO npubasuna:

— A Toxe Habnogana 6onbHbIX... Mpuxogunocsk!.. Tak
s 6yay xaaTb BalLero npykasaHus...

N, nto6be3HO NOKMOHMBLLUCH, X03daKa BENn4YeCcTBEHHO
Hanpasunacb B O4HY U3 KOMHAT, Crierka nosunmeas CBo-
UMW LWINPOKMMK Beapamu.

Korpa PakntuH Bowen B komMHaty HesonwuHa, nponu-
TaHHYIO 3anaxoMm fiekapcTB, U YBUAEN HENOOBWXHYO Yep-
HYIO rofioBy, 3eMIUCTO-OregHOe NNUO N NeXaBLUylo Ha
ofesne ONUHHYI0 ucxyganyt pyky, PakutuH TO4HO yBU-
J€en NoKOWMHUKA.

OH HeBOMbHO NOMOPLUKUIICS, BAPYr CTan CepbeseH W,
TMXO NOAXOAA K KpOBATU, KaK-TO ChEXWUIICA, ONYCTUS ro-
nosy n 6yaTo cTan MeHblle pPOCTOM, CIIOBHO CTapasiCb
CKpbITb Nepea HeBONMHLIM, Kak OH BbICOK, NIIOTEH, Kpe-
MOK N LBETYLL.

W, cmardasa ceom KpUKMBLIM ronoc, Tnxo, 6e3 obbl4HOM
noadagpuvBatoLLEn BECENOCTHU, STACKOBO NPOroBOPUIT:

— Hy, kak gena, Banepuin Hukonauny?

OcTopoxHO, Tas GpesrnMBoe YyBCTBO, Crerka noxan
pyKy HeBonuHa n npucen Ha CTyn OKOo KpoBaTu.

— Cnacunbo, 4yto HaBecTunu, Bacunun Angpend! — 06-
pagoBaHHO oTBETUN HeBonuH. — BepHa nponncan HoBoe
nekapcTBo, 1 51 YyBCTBYHO cebsi ropasao nydwe... Tonbko
cnabocTb... 3aBTpa BCTaHy...



W, BHe3anHO nokasbiBas pasgpaxeHune bonee, 4em ero
ObIro, Nnpnbasun:

— A 3Ta cBUMHbSA-X034MKa... Boobpa3sute, Bacunuimn An-
apend.

— A yto?

— MNpegnarana exatb B NeTepbypr... TOYHO CObLITL Me-
HA xo4yeT... byaTo s Mory ymepeTtb B ee naHcuMoHe. Ho 5
ewle He cobupatocb, KaxeTcs, ymepeTb. Katap — He Ty-
6epkynes. BepHa He BpeT! [1a 4 cam 3Hato! — Bbi3biBatoLLE
1 BO30Yy>XAeHHO rosopun HeBormnuH.

— Xo3sirKka N He OyMaer.

— 3a4yem xe npeanarana exatb B [NeTepbypr?

— Bbl nonyyunu tenerpammy... Xo3sivika, BEpHO, noay-
Mana, 4to EneHa AnekcaHgpoBHaA HE MOXET CKOPO Mpu-
exaTb. Hy n nogymana: Bbl K Hen noegere.

— PasBe... Ho 3auem s noeay?.. 3to rnyno... encreu-
TernbHO, Bbl Npeayraganu Byepa, Bacunun AHpgpewnu...
CerogHsi XeHa He npuegert... HeBo3MOXHO 6bI1510... Cama
NPUXBOPHYMNA... HNYero ocobeHHoro, — counHan Heso-
NUH. — Ho 4yepes3 nNATb AHEN MOXHO BblexaTb... Henpe-
MEHHO npueaer!

— A BbITb MOXET, U paHblue BblegeT. I MHe kaxeTcs,
4yTO Tak u Bbygert. NpuxBopHyna... ucnyranacb n 4ob6poco-
BECTHO npeaynpeguna... A yBuauT, YTO NyCTAKW, U NpuU-
KaTuT...

— Bbl npegnonaraete?..



— YBepeH. YKeHLWNHbI MHUTENbHBI. ..

—[Ha... ga... Jlena mHuTenbHa, — 0bpagoBaHHO NPOro-
Bopun HesonuH.

OH nomonyan u Bo3byxaeHHo npnbasu:

— W 3HaeTe 4T0?..

—YT0?

— A paa, 4YTO Bbl YBUANTE XKEHY...

— Hapetocb, Ha gHSAX.

— W Torga... Bbl Mano Habnoganm XopoLmnX XeHLWMH. . .

— BepHo, ner4ye onuceiBaTb oTpULaTenbHble, YEM MO-
NOXUTENbHbIE TUMbI.

— A NO3HAKOMUTECH C XXEHOW... N OMULLETE MOSIOXKU-
TenbHbIA TUN... HenpemeHHo... He gymainTte, 4to rosoput
OCnenneHHbIn mMynbin MyX... CerogHs U a9 NoAso yco-
MHUSICA B HEWN, 1 3HaeTe novemy?

— [Noyemy?

— Hawno ompayveHue... Bo MHe KakOon-To 35101 3BEPb
3aroBopuIsl, U MHe nokasarnochb, 4To Jlena meHa obmMaHbI-
BaerT...

— MpocTo rannoumHaumm 60nbLHOro. ..

— PasymeeTtc4... ranmounHaumu... Pa3sse g nmetro oc-
HOBaHWe He BepuTb... BoicnywanTte, Bacunun AHgpeny,
N Bbl MIOUMETE, YTO HE UMEID HNUKAKMX OCHOBaHUW. Hu ma-
nenwmx!

HeBonuH nporoBopun 3TK crnoBa B3BOSIHOBAHHO, C
NOPbLIBUCTbIM, CTPACTHLIM U TOCKIMBbBIM BO30Y>XAEHNEM



TPYCNMBOro YerioBeka, B KOTOPOM €Lle Tneno nogoape-
Hme. OH xenan, YToObl ero He ObINO U HE MOrTIo ObITb, U
4YTOObI PAknTWH, NnUcaTenb, CKENTUK U LMHWK, CMESICb pac-
CKasblBaBLUMI, YTO OABHO pasoLUencs C XXeHon ans oob-
LLIero Ux yaoBONbCTBUSA, U, NO-BUANMOMY, BONbLLOK yXxa-
Xuatenb, — yb6eauncs, 4to oH He OBMaHyTbIn MyX, W,
rmaBHoe, yoeaun B 9TOM TOro, KOTOPbIA TaK ropsiyo, Ka-
3anocCb, roBOPMI O TOM, YTO HET HUKAKUX OCHOBaHWI AS
NOCTbI4HOrO NOA4O3PEHMS.

Torga OH He BygeT HanpacHO BOMMHOBATbLCS B OXuaa-
HUU npuesga... inu... no kpanHen mepe, NpoBepuT Cno-
BamMu PakntuHa cBou Nnogo3peHust.

W, Taa npo cebsa nykaBcTBO, C 0OCOGEHHOM NAacKoBO-
CTbtO NPOCWUJT:

— He oTkaxuTe B npocbbe ckyyatowiero 6onbHoro, Ba-
cunun AHgpend! MHe Tak Xxo4eTcsl MOroBOPUTL O XKEHe
WMEHHO C BaMW. Bbl Takon yMHbIM YenoBek. Tak MHOro
BMaenn, ucnoitanu, Habnwganu... Yto ana takoro, Kak
s, 0BLIKHOBEHHOIO CpeaHero YeroBeka MHoroe, 6bITb MO-
XKeT, TEMHO... And Bac — SICHO...

“‘Uwb nykasuT! MNpo3pen HakKoOHeL,. YCOMHUICA B CBOEN
XOpPOLUEHbKOM MagoHHE M ULLET aKcnepTa. Tak s u oTpas-
Nt nocnegHue ero gHn!” — ¢ YyBCTBOM HerogoBaHus Mno-
Aayman PakntuH.

W, 3abbiBasi, YTO OH cobupaeTca Ha rnasax ymupa-
owero Myxa “msyvatb npobnemarmyeckyto GapbiHbKY”,



PakutvH gaxe novysBcTBOBas yOOBIIETBOPEHHOCTb MO-
psgovHoro yenoseka. Beab, Gnarogaps emy, HesonuH
YMPET Ha pyKax NIloOMMOM XeHbl BEPYHOLLMM, YTO OHa Nio-
our.

— TONbKO MHOro roBOPUTbL, NOXanyn, N BpedHo... A,
Banepun Hwukonamy?.. Toro v rmagu, ewe B3BOSIHYe-
TeCb... A BaM Hago cKopen nonpasBuTbCA... A TO XeHa
npueaer, a Bbl BanseTecb, — NPOroBopun PakntuH.

— MHe He BpegHO roBopuTb... En-6ory, He BpeagHo...
BepHa nossonset. OH 1 kyputb nossonser... M ectb Bce
nossonun... N a yysctayto cebs oTnnyHo... N otyero Bon-
HoBaTtbcA... nn Bam Hekoraa?.. MNucatb xotute?.. inn
HagJoeno co MHOW CUOETL?..

— Nucatb ewe ycneto... N HU4yTbL He Hagoeno... A ¢
yAOBOMbCTBMEM MNOCAYLUA Bac, TONbKO CMOTpUTE, yCTa-
HeTe... oTabIxante!l.. — ckaszan PakuTuH.

“‘Beob Tenepb emy Bce MoxHO! [lycTb pacckasbiBa-
et!” — nogyman PaknTtnH n ctan cMoTpeTb B bnectsuime,
OXMBUBLUMECSH rna3a HesonuHa.

N HeBonuH Havan:

—[a... A yenoBek U NOpsiAOYHLIN. .. W Tak nogno 3ano-
no3puTb. N koro?.. Bel yBuguTe ckopo xeHy, Bacunumn An-
apend... 3HaeTe Nun, HENOBKO XBanuTb xeHy!l.. Ho y me-
HA HET npunaraTenbHbIX CroB... A Tak cyacTnus... Tpu
roga Hu TeHu obnadka... I He nnnosun... cenyac ysHa-
ete... W Bapyr 6b1no nogospeHue. Nonoxmm, 0gHO MrHo-



BeHue... Bbl ckazanu: rannoumHaumn. Xopowo. Ho Beap
N MFHOBEHME. .. XXeCTOKOCTb. Bbl nucartens, cepaueBes...
Pa3Be BO3MOXXHO NOPSLOYHOM NPaBAMBON XXEHLIMHE NK-
caTb HEXHble NMCbMa W... 0OMaHbIBaTb?

“KoHevyHo, BO3MOXHO... inn Tbl gake He cnbixan”, —
nogyman PakuTuH.

W yBepeHHO nporoBopwun:

— Pasymeetcs, HEBO3MOXHO.

— W rnaBHOE, Korga MoOXHO 1 He obmaHbiBaTh... Beab
Bbl HE NOCTYNUTE Tak C NBsLLEN BAC KEHLMHOWN. ..

“OpgHako gonpoc?” — NpoMenbKHYNo B rosiose Pakntu-
Ha.

N, cmedack, npomonBuI:

— BepHee: He noctynan, Banepun Hukonawny... [la Tak
n nydwe! Het ocnoxHeHun!

— VimeHHo nyywe... U xxeHa Takon YyenoBsek, KOTOpbIN
HUKOraa He fkeT... 3Haete nn, Bacunun AHgpewnd, Bedb
MeHs cyabba B3bickana... M 9 yacto cnpawmsan: 3a 4to?
Jlens npenectHa, ymHa, TanaHTnmea... W kakon ronoc!..
A Bctpetunca ¢ Heto B Cumdpeponone. OHa xuna ¢ Bao-
BOW-mMaTepblo. Ha maneHbkyto neHcuto xunnu... Npexae s
n yxaxusan n enobnsancs... Ho B Jlento s Bnobunca oco-
O€eHHO... O cymacwecTBud, cpasy... ga... A TOYHO Ha-
Len Ty caMyto, eQUHCTBEHHYIO Ha CBETE, O KOTOPON MeY-
Tan ewle B yHuBepcutete... Hy 4T0 X, 9 He ckpbiBato! —
3acTeH4unBo npmbasun HeBONUH.



— [a v 4To cKpbIBaTb... Bbl cyacTnnBbIn Yyenosek, Ba-
nepun Hukonawu.

— Ewe 6bl!.. 1 yepes gBa mecsaua caenan npeanoxe-
HKe... He ncnyrancs, 4To TofbKO NONTOPbI ThICAYM XKaro-
BaHbs a TbicAYa OT MaTepum...

— W EneHa AnekcanapoBHa cendac xe cornacunacb?..

— Jlena coepaHHasi, CEpbE3HOro Xapakrepa... Yepes
HeJenw gana cornacue.

“OHa wna 3amyx He no nobeun!..” — pewmnn PakntuH.

A HeBonvH Bo30yXxaeHHee 1 ToponsinBee roBopun:

— W yem Gonee MeHs y3HaBana, Yem CuUribHee 4yB-
CTBOBana, kak s ee niobnto, Tem 6onee npmessbiBanacb
KO MHe... [oBOpAT: oguH nobuT, pyron No3BOMSAET to-
OuTb... MoxeT ObITb. A 6oroTBOPUN €e, U OHa No3BoNSA-
na... OBbIKHOBEHHO XeHbl HE XarnewT MyXeW, a OHa Xa-
nena. OcTtaHaBnuBana, Korga gapwun Kosnbua, nokynan
nnatbs... “Tbl TO4HO HAHYNLIBLCS KaK C KyKnown — He Haao!”
N ee myunno, 4Tto 9 AeHb cuaen B MUHUCTEPCTBE U MO Be-
YyepaMm MHoraa YacTHyto paboTy 6pan... Y Hee Bbinu ceou
B3rNsa4bl... TUXas, caepXaHHasi, C XxapakTepoM... AOCTa-
na cebe nepeBogbl... U, ronybylika, NO UenbiM yTpam
npocwxueana... a no sBedyepam vymtana... I Bcem nHrepe-
CyeTCs... XU3Hblo, NMTepaTtypon... 1 meHs 3actasnsna
yutatb... “He Bce xe gymatb 0 cBoem Gnarononyynn!” —
A MHe, npuaHaTbCs, 1 Hekorga 6bino. Hago o 6naronony-
4y 3aboTuTbCA... Korga niobuub xeHny n nobuwb ceoe



rHe3go, O HUX HEBOSbHO AyMaellb. [1onoxmm, MHOroe y
Hac CKBEPHO... Tak FOBOPWN He roBOpu, a BCE PaBHO HU-
4yero He caenaewsb... [la 1 yX He Tak CKBEPHO ANisl Hac,
WHTENNUreHTHbIX Nogen.  HakoHel A gymato, YTto nae-
an yenoseka — NIMYHOE CYacCTbe... Bbl BOT NUCATENM... ro-
pPAYNTECH... BONTHyeTeChb. A S, 3HaeTe N, He NOHUMato, K
YyeMy TaK BOSTHOBATbLCA. ..

— Bot BblI BonHyeTtechb Tenepb, Banepun Hukonawnu...
OTpoxHuTe.

— O, HeT... AHe ycTan... Y MeHs BbIHOCNNBas HaTypa. ..
1o BeCHbI He 3Han 60Ne3Hun... 1 BECHOW NPOCTYyAMUNCS. ..
BocnaneHwue nerkux... U kak xe Jlens yxaxusanal!.. [1ok-
TOp OOMH MOSI0AO0M ABa pasa B AEHb Xoaun... Bbixaxu-
Banu... 6begHas Jlens, kak yctana... I Hukyga... He ot-
Xoauna OT MEHs... U... 9 cMen nogymartb!? — Bapyr pas-
ApaxntenbHo npmnbasun HeBoOnNuH.

PaknTuH mMarko npocun ero oTAoXHYTb. ..

— Her... Hu4ero... npoknATbIN KaTap... N meHsa Bpaun
oTnpasunu... A Jlene Henb3s OblNo exaTb... CO MHOM. ..
Xorena... Ho 4... 4... He no3sonun... K yemy... TpeBso-
XnUTb... N en xoTenocb OKOHYUTb paboTy u npuexarb...
Cobupanacb B Ha4ane aerycta... Ho, Bbl 3HaeTe, cnep-
Ba MaTb XBopana... pabota 3agepxana... M a ckpbiBan,
YTO CUSTbHO NOXy4en... Tak Bbl MOHAMMW. .. NOHASMW, YTO HU
Maneuwen TeHN OCHOBaHUA... 1 N0 COBECTU CKaxXnTe Ba-
e MHeHue... He bonTtech... A He ucnyratocb, €Crn Bbl,



Kak CKenTuK, MOrnn Obl NpeanonoXunTb: ocTanach ogHa. ..
My 6onbHON Obin NocrneaHee BpeMs... pasgpaxuTenb-
HbIN... BO30YyXaan 6pesrnueoCcTb W... BNobunacs...

W, He gaBas Bo3paxaTb PakuTUHY, No4YTK CO 31060
npogosnkan:

— Benob BbI 370 B Aywe nonaraete?.. Begb 310?.. He
npaega nuM?.. A MHe, Kak 60NbHOMY, XOTUTE TONBKO OT-
BeCTu rnasa... /I passe 310 HeBO3MOXHO?.. Pa3Be fa-
Xe TakoW 4ygHblA YenoBekK, KakK XeHa, He MOXEeT UckaTb
cyacTba?.. He MmeeT npaBa HacnaXgaTbCs XU3HbBIO?..
Cepaoue passe He BONbHO pa3ntobuTb?.. A BOT BO3bMET
n coBceM He npueaert!.. A Bbl — CKENTUK U Bpak cuntaete
HenenocTbio, @ CO MHOI BUnseTe... Tak 9 Bedb HEe yMU-
patowun, Bacnnun Angpeund. M He Takon oypak, Kak Bbl
aymaerte!.. He gypak!

PaknTvH cMyTuUncsa Ha CeKyHAy W OTBen B3rngag oT nu-
XOpaZoyHO BnecTALmX rnas YaxoTO4YHOrO.

— Bbl B3gop rosopute!.. — CNOKOMHO ckasan PakutuH. —
C kakoro yepTa BUnsaTb neped Bamu... Passe s1 Boobpa-
Xaro, YTO KaTap Ball TaK onaceH... A BoT Bo3bMy Aa Ene-
He AnekcaHOpOBHE HaXanylcCb, YTO Bbl AOoAyManuck ot
TOCKM O0 TOro, YTO OHa He npueeT... A oHa BO3bMET Aa
n NpuegeT nocnesasTpa, 4To6 BaC NPUCTLIAUTD...

— JTO0 OHa Bac npucTbIguT!..

— MeHsa He 3a 4T0, Banepunn Hukonauuy. A €, 3Haerte,
4yTO Npugyman?



— Yro?

— Cenvac goObITb BaM CUOESKY.

— 3a4em?.. He HyxHO!

— HyxHo, Banepun Hukonawd! He kanpusHuyauTe.
BepTe He pasopBaTbCA, U OHa Heymenas... A BaM HyX-
HO OTNeXuMBaTbCA AeHb-APYron, YToObl MONOALIOM BCTpe-
TMTb EneHy AnekcaHgpoBHy! — Becerno, noyTu nosenu-
TeNbHbIM TOHOM NporoBopust PakntuH, 6bICTPO nogHMMa-
ACb CO CTyna 1, BUAMMO, TOPONACH YUTW.

BonbHOM MOKOPHO cornacuncs Ha npurnaweHue cu-
AErKu.



X

— A Bbl, Bacunun AHgpend, He cepanTecb Ha MeHsl! —
CMSIT'YEHHO, MOYTU BMHOBATO, MPEPBLIBUCTO NPOroBOPUI
HeBonwuH, XxagHo rnotasa Bo3ayx, U cMoTpen Ha PakuTtuHa
npocuTenbHbIMKU CTpadarowmmm rmasamu. — M cnacmbo,
yTo nocuaenun... Y HasewanTe... A Beab OAMH... NOKa...

N HeoxmaaHHO npubasun:

— A a cenyac wyTtun... A Begb He COMHEBAKOCh. .. Jlens
npueaert. MNpueger...

— Ewe 6bl!.. A cepauTbea He 3a YTo, Banepuin Hukona-
ny... Nocnopunun n 3aBTpa onsaTb nocrnopum... He Hago
nn yero?..

— Cnacubo... lNpukponTe, noxanyncra, Neaom...

W, korga PakutuH npukpeln nnegom, HesonuH npo-
MOSBUN:

— A TO 3HOBUT... N gblwaTtb TpyaHo... He crnegosano
MHOIO FrOBOpPUTD...

PaknTtuH obellan 3antu Be4epom.

OuyTmBLUMCH 3a ABEPSAMMU, OH OBNEr4YeHHO N pagocTHO
B340XHyn. W otToro, 4to ocsoboguncs ot HesonuHa, n
OTTOro, YTO CaM OH He yMMpatoLMiA, a 300POBbIN, LBETY-
LI YerioBeK 1 NONAET, Kyaa YrogHo.

“‘begHsra. YTto x, Bcem Hago ymupatbe!” — nogyman Pa-
KUTUH.



N paxe nodyyBcTBOBan K “6egHare” HenpuasHb. [pu-
AeTcs Bce-Taku 3axoauTb K HEMY, BpaTb 06 ero nonpas-
NEHUN N NCNbITbIBaTb HEMPUATHLIE BNeYaTneHns npu Bu-
Ae 9Toro pasnararLlerocs Yyenoseka.

— W Beab BooGpaxaer, 4to nonpasutca! — He 6e3 yame-
NEHNs MbICNIEHHO NPOroBOpuIT PaknTuH.



Xl

PaknTuH Halwen xo3a1Ky B CTONOBOW.

OH nonpocun ee HeMeaneHHO nocrnaTtb 3a CUAENKON.

W Bopyr BcnomHus, 4to obewan caenartb BU3UT OQHOM
Aame, ¢ Kotopon BcTpedancs B NeTtepbypre n HegaBHO
BcTpeTtuncs B MoHTpe. M oH pewnn cenvac xe exatb. 1o
KpanHen mepe, pasBreyeTcs.

— A He Byay obepaTtb cerogHs, rocnoxa Leapu! — 06b-
aBun PaknTtuH.

W Hawen Hy>XHbIM NpnbaBuThb:

— Obepato B Bee... C ogHOM 3HAaKOMOW.

— O, monsieur! — WyTANBO-CTPOro ckasana xo3sika u
norposuna nasnbLeM.

— Bbl 4TO Xe aymaeTe? — cmesicb, cnpocun PaknTuH.

— Bbl Beab onacHbI YEnoBeK. ..

PakntuH ot ygoBonbCTBUA BCMbIXHYM. OH Kak-TO OCO-
B6eHHO nobeaoHOCHO 3aTtepebun 6opoaky 1 ¢ NnpeyBenu-
YEeHHOM HanyCKHOW CKPOMHOCTbLHO MPOroBOPWUIT:

— ¥Bbl! U cTap, n ToncTt, n yx HMKoMmy He onaceH! [1o
cBugaHusa. U, noxanyincra, cugernky.

— Cnio MunHyTy! — U x035a1ka Hagasuna KHonky. — Bua-
HO, Kakon Bbl cTapbln!.. Bonne chance! & — 3HaunTensHO

8 JKenato ycnexa! (ppaHu.)



npomonsuna rocnoxa LBapL ¢ Becenon nNooLwpstoLLei
ynbIB6KoN.

W, cpasy nepexoas B AenoBOM TOH U Aenadch nobes-
HO-cepbe3Hown, npubasuna:

— Bbl 3HaeTe ycnosus naHcuMoHa?

— Kakune?

— Ecnn He obepaeTe goma, nnata 3a oben He UCKNHo-
yaetc4... A obsizaHa npegynpeauTb... 3BuHuTe. ..

— 3Hato! 3Hato!

W, npunogHsas wnany, PakutuH ywen v cen Ha Tpam-
BaW.

JKeHa TaMHOro coBeTHUKA, NeT 3a TpuauaTb, He
ockopbnsLwasa acTeTnyecknx 4yBcTB PakutunHa, ane-
raHTHasi 6ptoHeTKa, npmexaswas B LLBenuapuio ¢ gecs-
TUNETHUM Manb4YMKOM pagu ero cnabon rpyau, yxe no-
pPAOOYHO cockyumBLuasica no MNMetepbypry, obpagoBanach
npuxony Pakntuna.

OHa ¢ nHTepecom npocnylana o npobrnemaTnyeckomn
BapblHe, He npuesxarowen K BrbrneHHOMY yMupato-
LLeMy MYXY, noxanena mMy»xa, BO3MYTUNACh XXEHOW, HO,
BNpoOYeM, CTapanacb HanTu cmdaryatowme obcrosTenb-
CTBa, CKa3aB HECKOSbKO NMPOYyBCTBOBAHHbLIX CITOB O Xe-
HaX, KOTOpble BbIXOAAT 3aMyX, He nogymas, 6e3 HacTos-
Lwewn nobaew.

Tak kak PakuTunH 3Han, 4yto u Hatanbs MBaHoBHa bpu-
Ke He noaymana nepes 3aMyXeCTBOM, TaK Kak rocrnoam-



Hy Bpukcy 3a wectbaecaT, To PakntnH He 6e3 60nbLLo-
ro OXXMBMEHUS 1 TOPONSIMBO CTasn pacckasblBaTb O Hene-
NbIX Npegpaccyakax 6paka n BoobLie o NbBu 1N cmeLmnn
MONOAYI0 XEHLLMHY CBOEW BeCcesion, OCTPOYMHOM U Aeps-
kon 6onToBHen. OHa cmesinacb HEABYCMbICNIEHHbLIM pac-
cKaszaM CTaporo yxaxmBaTtensa M 3HaToKa >KEHLUWH, yrbl-
BGanacb ero 6yarto 6bl HeYasiHHO CpbIBaABLLUMMCS KOMMIIN-
MEHTaM U1, B CBOKO ovepeb, He ocTaBanach B JOSry, pac-
CKasblBasi, Kak NPUATHO 6onTaTb C TAKUM YMHbIM, TanaHT-
NUBbLIM NUcaTenem.

OHn npobontanu uenbin aeHb. Obeganun BMecTe B
naHcuoHe. N'ynann. U oba KokeTHU4anun gpyr ¢ Apyrom,
AOBOJSIbHbIE, YTO HE CKyYanu.

PaccTtaBasicb, aneraHTHas OploHEeTKa C BKpag4yMBOu
00asTenbHOCTLIO Npocua He 3abbiBaThb €€ U “NoCcMeATb-
cs BMecTe”, kak cerogHs. 1 PakntuH, KoHe4Ho, obeLuan
N HECKOSTbKO pa3 nouenosan ee AyLUCTYIO PYKY.

OH BepHynca AOMOW B AECATOM Yacy, O4eHb JOBOSIb-
HbIN NPOBEAEHHBLIM OHEM.

“Moxanyn, n gocmeemMcs 4O MmarneHbkoro pomaHa! My-
Xy 3a LIeCTbOecCsT, a OHa C TeMNepamMeHTOM W, KaxeT-
Cs1, HEe HaCTOrMbKO rnyna, YTobbl 3anHTepecoBaTbCS 34eCh
KakMM-HMByab YaxXOTOYHbIM MONOAbIM YenoBekom!” — ay-
Man PakntuH n Beceno ycmexarcs, yBepeHHbIN, YTO Npo-
N3BEN Ha CKy4aloLlyto BapbliHbKY BReYaTneHue.

A TanHas coBeTHMLA B TO Xe BPeEMS, MeXAy NpoYvnM,



nnucana ogHon npuaTtensHuue B NeTepbypre:

‘Oymana, yto PakutuH ymHee. OH BoobpaxaeT cebs
HEeOTpasMbIM 1 C NEPBOro Xe BU3nUTa NPUHSAN anmopbl
yXaxuBaTensd, He NMOHUMasi, YTO OH HEMHOXKO CMELLIOH
CO CBOMM CaMOMHEHNEM, BPIOLLKOM, MELLKaMn nog rna-
3aMu 1 pasroBopamu o nobeu... BepoaTtHo, AymaeT 3a
MHOW yXaXunBaTtb, paccynTbiBas Ha poMaH. KOHe4YHo, a1 ¢
HUM KOKETHMYal0 OT CKYyKW, W Tbl JOorafjaellbCcsi, Kak He
TPYAHO BNOOUTL 3TOro “MONoaoro YenoBeka nog NATbae-
cat’. Ho gaxe n 3T0 He MHTEPECHO... TN NATUAECATU-
neTHWe rocnoga He B MoeM pomMaHe. [1oBONbHO 1 CBOEro
cynpyra, KOToOpbIi, NO KpanHen mepe, BrobneH nsganeka
n He ByaeT 3HaTb, YTO MOV BEPHbBIV pbilapb NpueaeT Ha
Hegento B XKeHeBy, U Mbl MPOBEAEM C HUM MpPENecTHble
AHu. lMpaBo, Monyanueblie ABaguaTUNATUNAETHNE pbila-
PU Kyda UHTepecHee CaMblX YMHbIX CTapuKOB, Kak MOMW
BNIOONEHHbIN, NOA03pUTENBHLIA U TpeboBaTeNbHbIN bna-
rOBEPHbIN, BEYHO roBOPSALLMIK O cBATOCTU gonra... O, ka-
Kasi cBUHbA!”

PakuTuH BoLlen B KOMHaTy 1 npucen Ha 6ankoHe. OH
3abbin 06 obewaHnn HaBeCcTUTb Beyepom HeBonuHa u
Obln B MeYTaTeslbHOM HaCTPOEHNN CaMOYBEPEHHOIO Xe-
Honba, Kak B KOMHaTy NocTy4anu.

MeuTaTenbHOe HacTpoeHMe cpasy nc4esno, Koraa Bo-
wna bepTta n ckasana, 4to 6onbHOM YXXe Tpu pasa Nnocbl-
nan 3a HUM.



— OueHb npocun 3anTu.

— Emy xyxe?

— Her... Kak 6yaTo 6oapee.

— Cupgenka Tam?

— Kak Tonbko Bbl yLLnn, oHa npuwina.

— CKkaxuTte, 4YTO Npuay Cuto MUHYTY!

OH pokypuBarn nanupocy, 4Tobbl OTTAHYTb MUHYTY MNO-
celieHus. Ho, BHe3anHo nNovyBCTBOBABLUM CTblA 3a CBOE
paBHOOyLUME K yMUpPAIOLEMY, WBbLIPHYM HELOKYPEHHYHO
nannpocky, MOPbIBUCTO NOAHANCS C JIOHr-Lle3a W1 BblLLer
N3 KOMHaTbI.

KomHaTta HeBonuHa, cnabo ocselleHHas namMnow nog,
TeMHbIM abaxypoMm, Kasanacb elle mpadyHen. 3anax ne-
KapCTB 1 CnepTbi BO3OyX Kas3anucb HEBbIHOCUMbIMK. U
camblin 6ONbLHON B MOMyTbMeE Kasarica elle HenpusiTHee
N CTpalLlHee C ero MEpPTBEHHbIM NULOM N BrnecTawmnmm
rnasamu.

Cwnpenka, c pacrnonaralowmm nuuom, crokonHas, 6es
danbwmeon nogbagpusatowen ynolbkn, HO N He Mpay-
Has, cuaesLlas B Kpecre, B OTAaneHnn oT KpoBaTu, U KO-
poTaBLuas Bevep 3a KHUrow, crierka noknoHmnach B OTBET
Ha MOKIMOH PaknTuHa n MArkum, NPUATHLIM rOfIOCOM, HU3-
KoBaTbIl TeMBp KOTOPOro cnoBHO Bbl ycriokavean, npo-
roBopuna, obpawiasce kK HeBonuHy:

— BoT n npuwen monsieur PakutmH. A Bbl Tak BOSHO-
Banucb... BepHo, paHbLue Henb3da 6bIno...



M nnoTHas, monoxasas XeHLMHa B3rnsiHyna Ha Pakn-
TMHa — NoKasanocb eMy — 0COH6EHHO CepbE3HO, CNOBHO
C YyNpeKomMm.

— lNpoctute, Banepun Hukonawny... PaHblue He Mmor...
BcTtpetnn ogHoro usgarend n, noHMMmaerTe. ..

Ho HesonuH, kasanocb, He cnywan PakuTuHa.

N, nepebuBas ero, c4acTnMBbIM, TOPXKECTBYOLLUM U
B3BOJIHOBAHHbLIM rOfTOCOM, NPOroBOPUI:

— MNMocnesaBTpa npueget... Bolexana... MNpoytnte Te-
nerpammy... Cpo4yHas!

PaknTuH nogoLuen K CTONuKyY, B3sin TenerpaMmmy 1 npo-
yen:

“Tenerpadupyto ¢ Bok3ana. 3aBTtpa Oyay okono Tebs,
N CKOPO norpasunLbes’”.

HeBonuH He cnyckan rnas ¢ PakuTtuHa.

— Hy BoT BuauTe, Banepun Hukonawu. .. MoxeTte cnatb
OTSIMYHO, — Becesio nporoBopun PakntuH. — W cpasy rms-
AanTe nydwe, Yem yTPOM.

— Ewe 6bl... Tenepb 51 ObICTPO CTaHy NONPaBNATLCS. ..

HeBonvH He nHTepecoBarncs yxe bonee, 3ayem Paku-
TWH TaK JOMro He NPUXOAWI 1 Kakoro n3garens OH BCTpe-
TWnN.

HeBonuH Hayan 6b1510 pacckasbiBaTb, YTO OH €1 U C
Kakum anneTutom en dudLutekc...

Ho cnpgenka msarko octaHoBuna HesonuHa:

— He roBopute MHoro... A To cnatb DyaeTe xyxe...



— O, KOHEYHO... KOHe4YHo! — Becerno noaTeepaun Paku-
TUH. — He Byay... Cnywato Bac, nobpas magam Jdodyp. ..
O, KaK Bbl TepnenuBbl C TAKNM KanpuaHbiM O0MbHbIM. .. U
Kak BCe XOpOLLUO AenaeTe...

— NpuBbIkna! — npocTo oTBETUNA CUAESKA.

PakutuH cenvac xe ywen.

Ha gpyrov geHb HeBonuH nonyyun Ttenerpammy u3
BepnuHa. MNpowen aeHb, n Tenerpamma n3 basens: “Ce-
rogHsa B nongeHb 6yay”.

Ho HeBonunH y>xe He MOr NOgHATBLCA C MOCTENU U yXe
He Tak BOfHOBAariCs, Kak paHbLue. K npuesny XeHbl, Kasa-
nocb, ObINT paBHOAYLUHEE.

OH Becb Obin NONOH MbicnAMM 0 cebe, 0 CBOEM BblI-
3[0pPOBMEHNN, B KOTOPOE YNOPHO BEPUI, N KAKON-HNOYAOb
OynbOH U Yal C BapeHbeM, KOTOpPbIA BApyr Tpebosarn
ero KanpusHbln BKyC, 3aHMMan HesonuHa ropasgo 6o-
nee, 4Yem oxmaaHue foOUMON KEHLLNHBbI.

OH yxe 6bI11 B TOM NpeaCcMepPTHOM arou3me, Korga Be-
HeL, TBOpeHUs BonbLue BCero obHapy>XnBaeT B HEM Xar-
KOro, LennsitoLLerocs 3a *m3Hb C TEM ee CH4aCTbeM, KOTO-
poe Tak NPMMUTUBHO 1 Tak Mano oTNnM4YaeTcs OT CYaCTbs
XMBOTHOTO.

Cwupenka 6bina obpasuyoBast, U OT Hee BonbHOW Obin B
BOCTOprE.

M oH nogyman ewie yTpoMm, YTO XeHa efBa fnn cymeeT
3a HUM Tak yxaxmBaTb. OHa He Takasi cunbHagd, ymenas,



Kasanochb, yragbliBatowas ero xenaHus. W nepep >xeHom
BCe-Taku HeNb3d TaK pasgpaxaTtbCd, Kak nepen cuaen-
KOMW.

HeBonuH ocobeHHo 3a60TnnBO pacyecan cBow Gopo-
Ay, BbIYMCTUIT HOTK, NONPOCKI BCMPbICHYTbL cebs ayxa-
MU; cugernka nepemMmeHuna emy pybaluky n HagyLumna Ho-
COBOM NSaTOK.

BepTta paHo ybpana KkomHaTy, nocTaBusia KpoBaTb 415
XXEHbl Ha TOM MecCTe, rge cTosina npexae kpoesaTb Heso-
NNHA, N K OEBATM YacaM Ha CTOSIMKE Y KYLLUETKN yXKe CTO-
SN POCKOLLHbIN OYKET.

OTKn 3a60Tbl HECKOMBbKO pa3Breknn 6onbHoro. OH Ha
HECKOSTbKO MUHYT OXMBUIICA U CHOBA 3ax0Tes BCTaTb.

Ho cupenka yroBopuna ero He BCTaBaTb.

OH He npoTtecTtoBan. OH cnywarncs cuaenky, n Kasa-
NOCb eMY, YTO C TaKMM YXOLOM, KaK ee, OH CKOpee OKper-
HeT 1 BcTaHeT. OHa Kak-To He3aMeTHO NoaAep KmBara ero
YBEPEHHOCTb B 3TOM, U OH paccKasblBasi el, Kak OH Nou-
aet ¢ xeHonm go LunboHa, a noTom oHW ByayT ryndatb
NEeLUKOM.

— A noka s He BCTaHy... Beab 910 Hegonro... He Npasga
nw... OHa osa-tpn?

— BepHa roBopun, 4TO OHA Yepes Tpu...

— Tak yX Bbl OCTaHbTECh... [leHb cuanTe 3aechb, a Ho-
Yblo, €CNN NOHAZ00BMUTCS, KEHA MHE MOMOXET.

— He ytomut nu ato Bawy xeHy? OHa, noxanyun, He



3acHeT Houb. Ecnn xoTute, 1 Byay CMAETb HOYbLIO B KOPU-
pope... Y ecnn Bam HYXXHO, Bbl TOMbKO NO3BOHUTE.

HesonuH 6narogapwn.

— A 10 6egHas xxeHa, B camoM fene, u3segercs. ..

Okono nonygHs PaknTuH, npudpaHYeHHbIn, ¢ Noa-
CTPWXXEHHbIMM Bosiocamu 1 bopogkon, 3awlen Kk Hesonu-
HY 1 CNpOCKUn:

— lNpukaxete BcTpetnts EneHy AnekcaHgposHy, Ba-
nepunn Hukonany?

— XoTen npocutb 06 3ToM... BOT He nyckaeT meHs [06-
pas cugernka... BCTpPeTUTb XeHy... Hagetocs, ee y3HaeTe
no nopTpeTam...

— Monarato.

— Tak Bbl NpegynpeanTe ee, YTO 4 NOXyger... YTobbl
He B3BOSTHOBanaco... [1o/mkHo 6bITb, OHa LBETYLAada Kpa-
caBuua... a 4...

HeBonuH 3akawunancsa v, korga npunagok Kawsns npo-
Len, pasapaxuTenbHO cka3an cuaerke:

— A npocun Bac wokonaga... MHe xo4yeTcs Yaluky Lo-
Konaga... A MHe He gatoT... [lanTte xxe MHe nockopee!



Xl

Ewe 6bl He y3HaTb NO NOpTPETaM 3TON HEOBBLIKHOBEH-
HO MPUBMEKATENbHON MaNeHbKOW XeHLWMHbI, ¢ 6onbLun-
MW yCTanbIMU rriasamm MU POCKOLUHBbIMW, OTNMBAaBLUMMM
30/10TOM BOMocamMu nog COfTIOMEHHOW LUMSAMOW.

[lenctBnTenbHoO, B 3TOM CTPOrom, TOCKIMBOM U Kpacu-
BOM Nvue 6bIN0o YTO-TO, HaNOMUHaKLWEE MagOoHHY.

Kak Tonbko ee cTponHas, kpacueas ourypa B CBETNON
toOKe N TEMHOW >XakeTke, OTKpbiBaBLlen 6rny3ky n perat
NoBepPX CBEXEro BOPOTHMKA, TOPOMNSNBO BbllLINa U3 Baro-
Ha, KaK K Hen nogowern PaknTnH 1 N3bICKaHHO-MOYTUTENb-
HO NPOroBOPUII:

— PaknTtuH!

B ogHoM pyke Monoaown xeHuwmHbl Obln HebonbLLIOoW Ye-
MOAaHYMK, B OPYrOn — 30HTUK.

OHa coepXaHHO M Cepbe3HO HaKmnoHuna ronosy W
cnpocuna:

— MyXx xunB?

— Ewe xwuB.

— Kaketcsa, naHCMOH Bnu3ko?

— [a. lNo3BonsTe Bam rnokasatb JOpory...

— MNMoxanyncrTa.

— [ante MHe KBUTaHUMIO OT Oaraxa.

— He 6ecnokonTecs.



M monopas XeHwuHa otgana KBUTaHUMIO CTOPOXY U
nonpocuna ero npuHectTn Garax B naHcuoH LBapua, n
nowsia psgom ¢ PaknTuHbIM.

M Hn noncnosa. Tonbko “kuB nn?”.

“UTo 9TO 3a XeHwmHa?” — gyman PakuTuH, ykpaakomn
noby4ack eto. M cepbesHo ckasan:

— My 0 Mmoewn Tenerpamme He 3HaeT... OH Tak BOSHO-
BasicH, Tak HETEPNENUBO Xadan Bac, YTO A peLunsicsa us-
BECTUTb BaC O NOSIOXEHUN MY>XKa.

— bnarogapto 3a tenerpammy. A 3Hana o6 ero nosno-
XeHuu.

N onaTtb npogorkana natn monya.

— Banepun Hukonauny npocun npegynpeauTb Bac, 4YTo
OH o4eHb noxyaes. OH XoTen NOAHATLCS C NOCTENN, YTo-
Obl BCTPETUTb Bac, U HE MoOr... VI Bce-Takn BepuT, 4TO By-
OET XNTb.

BblpakeHne 4ero-to My4mtenbHO CKOPOHOro 3anerno
B rriasax Monogom XeHLWnHbI. JInuo ee ctano CTpoxe W,
Kasanocb, HEMpoOHMLaeMee.

HeBonuHa onatb monyana. Ml Tonbko nowna ckopee.

PaknTvH goragancs He MyYnTb XXEHLLMHY CBOUMM CO-
obLeHnamn.

OH 0bwmxeHHO 3amornyan. U, ctapasicb CKpbITb OAbiLL-
Ky OT cKopon xoabbbl, eqsa nocnesar 3a MOMOA0N XeH-
LLNHOMN.

“‘He cnewwuna k myxy n3 lNeTtepObypra, a Tenepb TOpo-



nutcal” — gyman PakuTuH, HEQOBOSIbHLIW, YTO Nporpam-
Ma ero M3yyeHuss MHTEPECHOW XEHLUUHbI C NEPBOro Xe
Ha4ana He ncnonHgaetcs, “U 3HaeT nu ata 6apbIHS, 4TO A
nucarenb? Ynutana nn meHa?” — cnpawmean cebsa Paku-
TWH, pa3gpaXeHHbIN 3TOM MOYTM PE3KOW COEPXKAHHOCTLIO
MOIOA0MN XKEHLLUMHbI C HAM.

— Bort ctoga, B cag, EneHa AnekcaHgposHa! — nporo-
BOPWUI OH JOBOSIbHO CAEPXKaHHO.

B cagy 6bino mHOro naHcnmoHepoB. Bece 3Hanu, KoHe4-
HO, YTO npuexana eHa ymupatowero. 1 mHorve gamel
B3MMSAHYN HA MOMOAYI XXEHWMUHyY, ewe bonee BO3My-
LLIEHHbIE ee KpacoToun, U3ALWECTBOM U BUAOM Oaneko He
NPUHWKEHHON KaoLWENCS KEHLLNHDI.

Moxunaa Toncraa aHrnMyaHka, becuepemMoHHO pac-
cmaTtpuBaBwas EneHy AnekcaHOpOBHY B NOPHET, Npu-
Wwna B yxac. Xyaasa gesuvua ns lambypra wenHyna xopo-
LLEHbKOW NacToplle C HegOyMEBAKLWMMM Ffa3amu, YTo
pycckasa gama npocTo Haxarka.

— Ho Bce-Taku, Hago ckasaTtb, 60r ee Harpagun Kpaco-
Ton! He npaBsaa nu, py? — nporosopwun nacrtop, obpa-
LLAsAACb K XXEHe.

— A c Toboto cornacHa, Mo apyr.

— Ho Tem He MeHee OHa He MOXET BbITb XopoLlen. Tak
[AOMro He exaTb K MyXy... He Tak nu, dpy?

— O, koHe4Ho! Kak MOXHO OCTaBnAaTb MyXxa, fa eule
©onbHoro.



— Tbl xopowas xeHwuHa, dpy. O, Tbl BENMKoONenHas
XeHLWunHa, dpy! N Tbl ropasgo kpacveee 3aTom gamel, opy!
A npasay rosopto!

— Tbl cnuwkom gobp ko MHe, Akcenb!

®paHuy3oB pycckaa gama obsopoxuna. C 3aropes-
LUMMUCS ra3aMn OHU XXaZlHO ee paccMmaTpusarnm u noTom
3awenTtanu, YTo OHa CNnoXeHa BOCXUTUTESNbHO N YTO Ta-
Kasi >KEHLLUWHA HEe MOXET He MMETb NOOBHMKA.

A MOnogon aHrnmMyaHuH 3amMep OT BOCTOPXKEHHOro
YAUBIEHNSA U, KPACHes, Kak MMOH, MOT TOSTbKO NPOTAHYTh:

— O-0-0!

M B TO Xe MrHoBeHue nogymarn, 4To AOormkeH ObITb
npegcTaBneH pycckon negu.

[Mocne cmepTn ee Myxa OH OOBLSABUT, YTO C NEPBOro
MrHOBEHWS, KaK yBuaan ee, peLunsn en NnpeanoXxuTb bbiTb
KEHOWM aHrnuMyaHnHa 1 nopaa. Yek Ha aBaguatb ThicAY
dyHTOB HEMELNEHHO NOcne cornacua u nocne 6paka Ta-
Kasi >xe cymma no AoroBopy B €e pacrnopsiKeHUN.

OTa BHe3arnHas MbICMnb OBrlagena MonoabiM Kpacas-
uem aHrnmyaHmHoMm. OH He cnyckan BOCTOPXKEHHbIX a3
C NPOXOAMBLLEN MONOAOW XEeHLMHbI U gan cebe cnoso
AobutbcAa ee cornacus, ecnv He 3aecb, To B [eTepOyp-
re, Kyaa OH HeMeaneHHOo noefeT Berea 3a Hel... U byaeTt
XOaTb XOTb TPU-YETLIPE roaa.

®abpukaHT n3 bupmuHrama otrgan 6aHkoBble OUNeThbI
NPOUrPaHHOro Napu 1 NPOroBoOpPuUI:



— He npaega nu, munopa, HacTtoswasa negu?

— Koponesa, cap! — cTporo oTBETUN MOSTIOAOW aHrnun-
YaHWH.

N npnbasun:

— NopogucTas!

locnoxa LBeapy BcTpetuna EneHy AnekcaHOpOBHY
B MPUXOXEN U, rPYCTHO-TOPXKECTBEHHAs!, NoBena ee Ha-
BEPX.

— O, kak 6egHbIn Baw Myx Oyaetr obpagosaH. O,
HecyacTHbIM cTpaganeu! Kak oH Xgan Bac, rocnoxa
HeBonuHal.. [1Be Hegenu xoaun Kaxabl AeHb Ha noean
BCTpeyaTb Bac... Ho force majeur ® nomewwana Bam npu-
exatb... Myx 3Han aTo n He ponTtan... Bel camn ctpaga-
nn... 0, 9 NOHUMaAI0... M Bbl HE 3HaANK, Kak My> Mrox...
OH ckpblBan ot Bac... bosnca BcTpeBoxuThb... O, Tsxe-
nas gonst obneryMtb nocnegHne MUHyTbl NOOMMOro ve-
noseka... M kak ero He ntobutb... Kakon oH gobpbin, ge-
nukatHbeln!.. O, NPOCTUTE MHE HEBOSMbHbLIV KPUK AyLun!

Mocnoxa LWBapu He 3abbina, 4yto ecnu 6 He PaknTuH,
TO OHa Morna 6bl NOHECTU YObITKK, 1 MOTOMY He nuLnna
cebsa ynoBonbCTBUA NOANYCTUTb 4y B CBOM Tporatenb-
Hble U3NUSAHWUSA, OrMNAAbIBas N OLEHMBAsA CKPOMHbIW, XOTS
N 3MeraHTHbIN, KOCTIOM 3TOW XOPOLUEHLKOW N Yepecyyp
Mano nevyanbHOM N4 XXeHbl YMUPaKLLEro My>Xa.

N Tak kak “keHa ymuparowiero” HW O4HMM CIOBOM

o Henpeogonumas cuna (dppaHu,.).



He OTKNUWKHYNacb Ha “KPMK Oywn” XO38MKW, TO rocroxa
LLIBapu, ocTaHaBNuBaAchb B kopugope, npubasuna noHu-
YXEHHbIM O Tparn4yeckoro LwenoTa rofiocoMm.

— Bbl nossBonute npegynpeanTb 6e4HOro Myxa, Y4To Bbl
y>Xe 3gecb... A To pagocTb BHE3arnHoro CBUAaHNSA MOXeT
NoTPAACTN BONBHOrO... YTPOM OH Obin 6oap, HACKOMbKO
BO3MOXHO 4519 Hero... Ho BcAkmne notpsiceHust... Kak Bbl
Aymaete, monsieur Raquitine?..

PakntuH cumntan muccmio CcBOO OKOHYeHHOW. OH yxe
noknonunca EneHe AnekcaHOpoBHe, ckasaB, YTO OH B
ee pacrnopsPKeHUN B 3TU TSXKeNble OHU, U XOTen NpouTn
B KOMHaTY, Kak BOMPOC XO3ANKN 3aCTaBui OCTaHOBUTbLCS
ero n ckasatb en:

— Begb 6onbHOM 3HaeT No Yacam, 4To rocnoxa Heso-
nuHa npuexana. K yemy ewe npegynpexaeHuvs... Ha-
NpacHO Bbl TaK TPEBOXUTECH N TPEBOXUTE rocnoxy Heso-
nunHy! — Hacmewnmeo npmbaeun PakuTuH.

— O, B TakoM criydae 9 ymbliBato pyku! — obuxkeHHO cka-
3ana xo3danka v yganunacs.

— A Belm NpuKaxunTe nocnartb B KOMHaTy...

N, obpawasacs k HesonuHon, PakutuH npnbasun no-
PYCCKM:

— OTa gama wenbma n 6onblias oxoTHULA 0o npea-
ctaBneHun!.. MNMoctyunte, EneHa AnekcaHapoBHa, B BO-
ceMHaguatbi HoMep... Tam cugernka...

CnoBHO 6bl ycnbixaBllas NPOCTOe HernvuemMepHoe U



HeockopbuTenbHO-06BUHSIIOLLIEE CITOBO, HeBonnHa noa-
HANa Ha PakMTuHa rnasa, B KOTOPbIX MErbKHYMo 6naro-
AapHoe 4YyBCTBO M3MYYEHHOro 4erioBeka, U TOponnuBeo
npoLuna K BoceMHagLaToMy HOMepY.

ManeHbkas GnegHas pyka B3gparveana, korga TUxo
nocTty4yana B ABepb.



Xl

Cwunpenka oTKpblfla ABepb W 4YyTb CrbIWHO, NTACKOBO
LwenHyna:

— OH xpgeT Bac... [locTtapanTtecb CKpbITb OT HErO, YTO
OH TakK nnox... Ecnun Hy>xHO, N03BOHUTE.

W, nponyctne HeBonunHy, BbiLWa 3a ABEPU U Hanpasu-
nacb BHU3.

Kak Hu rotoBa Oblna monogas »KeHLuHa K CBMOAHUI0
C MYXEM M KakMMm XyabiM HW npeacTtasnsina ero cebe,
HO, Korga yBuaarna rofiosy mepTBeua, OHa efBa Morna
CKPbITb XarocTb, TOCKY U yXac, oxBaTuswue ee. U, ony-
CTUB ronoBy, YTobbl MyX He BMAan ee nuua, ¢ pblaaHu-
€M B rorioce, ctapasicb yaepxartb crnesbl, NporoBopuna,
noaxoas K Hemy:

— BoT v npmnexana... Y Tbl IpoCTH, 4TO HE MOrna paHb-
we, Banepun.

M oHa nouenoBana ero n npunana K ero ucxyganom
pyKe.

B nepBoe mrHoBeHue HeBonnH He MOr roBopuTb OT
BOSTHEHMS N TOSMBKO NPEPbLIBUCTO M TAXKENO Abllan.

— Kak Tbl MeHsa Hawna?.. OyeHb nameHuncs, Jlena? —
HaKOHeL, NPOroBOPUI OH.

— N3meHuncs... Ho He o4eHsb...

— Hy... Tloxygen... cunbHo... Ho Tenepb kpusuc... A



NonpaBNATbCS HAYHYy...

— Ewe 6wil...

W onatb oba cMonknu, ToO4HO oba He Haxoaunn UMeH-
HO TeX CNoB, Kakne HyXHbl M Kak HAPOYHO HE NPUXOAAT.

HeBonunHy kasanocbk, YTO OH CHACTNIUB, HO BCEe-TaKu He
Tak 6eCKOHeYHO cyacTnvB, Kak JOMmKeH ObITb U Kak crne-
A0Bano, n NOToOMy OH C 60MNbLUIMM YYBCTBOM, YeM €ro Obl-
no B cepgue, NporoBopwun, nNpeyesenMymeasa u pagoctb U
yMUneHue:

— Munas... pogHas Jlend... Kak s cyactnums... Tbl OKO-
no... Kak a nobnto 1ebs... Kak a xxgan t1ebs...

W, cnosHo 3abbiBas, 4TO NOLENyM €ro NoTpecKaBLUNX-
Csl, NOYepHEeBLUMX ryd He MOryT AOCTaBUTb Y40BOMbCTBUS
Aaxe nodsLemMy YenoBeky, OH Xernan MMeHHO nokasaTb,
Kak NOuT XeHy, 1 NOTOMY MPUBIIEK ee NNLO K CBOEMY U
Lenosars v ee nmuo 1 ee pyKy, XOTs 3TO ero U CTECHSSO,
Tak Kak gbllwaTtb emy ObIfo TsKenee n MyvmTtensHee.

N monopas 3gopoBas XeHLMHa C yXacoM YyBCTBO-
Bana oTBpalleHne OT 3TUX nouesiyeB, HECMOTPSA Ha Xa-
NOCTb N HEBOSbHYK BUHY Nepeq ymuparoLlwmm Yyerose-
KOM.

B 3T MrHoBeHusi oHa BCroMHuna Bce... Bce... U nio-
6oBb 6e3 cTpactu K Myxy... N ee npuBsasaHHOCTbL 6e3
APYXObl 1 nacku... N kak oH nobut... niobut ee n He
NMOHMMAET 3anpocoB ee Aaywn u yma... Ml passe BuHoBa-
Ta OHa, YTO, Koraa oH 3aborern, ero nacku bl HecTep-



nnuMbl... Pa3Be BUHOBaTa OHa, 4YTO MNocre oTbe3aa Myxa
BCTpeTMUNa OT3bIBYNBOrO, YMHOIO, CUIbHOIO AYyXOM UM MO-
nobuna, nodyBcTBOBana cTpactb... Hactoswyto, He3Ha-
KOMYIO en paHbLue. /I He cmena exaTb K MyXy... Kanena
ero... PasBe MOXHO Obino CKpbITb... PasBe ycnokouwb
OOMbHOro 3HaHMEM, YTO He NpUHALNEeXUllb TOMY, KOMY
xoyeuws... [ycTb ympeT 6e3 pazodapoBaHuns BNobNeHHo-
ro... lNyctb BCce ee cuutatoT 6eccepaeyHon. OHa 3Hana,
YTO OH OoauH, 6onbHOW, N He exana. U Tenepb yxac oT-
BpaLLeHNda, MyK1 NO3OHEro packasHWA — MMEHHO Korga
nobut. 3a4emM He NdS BbIXOMMNA 3aMYX...

HesonuH oteen rydbl. U xeHa obneryeHHO B34OXHY-
na. CHoBa xanocTtb oxBaTuna ee, u crnesbl NMNNUCb U3 ee
rnas.

— [a Tbl 4TO Xe... Nnadewsb?.. Caguck, Munas, nyywe
B Kpecrno... AblwaTb TpygHo... A 1 NOCMOTPIO Ha Tebs. ..

OHa ToponnuBo cena B Kpecrio W, ynblbasiCb CKBO3b
cnesbl, NporoBopuna.

— [Mnayvy... OT BOSIHEHMS... BCTPEYN...

— Munag!l.. He TpeBoxbca... He 6ownca... 4 nonpas-
ntock!.. U kakas Tbl Kpacasuua, Jlena! PacckasbiBam o ce-
Oe, 4YTO genana, koro Bugena... A MHe He No3BOrsn ro-
BOPUTb MHOTO... TO OYEHb BpeaHoO...

— Tak He nosBonsto! — nonpoboBana NOWyYTUTb MOSO-
Aas XeHLnHa.

— Tbl He ymeeLwb, Jlens... A 1eba He cnywatock... U



MHe fnekapcTBo nopa.

B ronoce HeBonnHa yxxe crnbllanoch pasgpaxeHue.

— A tebe pam.

— Tbl He 3HaeWs...

— Tak nosBaTb cuaenky?

— [a... oHa 3HaeT! A Tbl pacckasbiBan!..

Uepe3 MMHYTY nNpuvwina cugernka, nogana nekapcrso,
nonpasuna NocTenb U NOJYyLLKW, NoAHANa ronosy 60nb-
HOro, 1 OH YOBIIETBOPEHHO CKa3ar:

— Jlengd... OHa ymeer... Hy, paccka3sbiBan!

Monogas XeHwuHa cTana pacckasbiBaTb. Ho, Buau-
MO, HeBONnH He 0COBEHHO MHTEpecoBasncs u 4acTo 3a-
KpbiBan rnasa.

Torga nepen EneHon AnekcaHgpoBHOW Obin mMepT-
Bel... 1 oHa cmonkana...

— PacckasbiBan... PacckasbiBan. ..

OHa onatb roBopuna... Y ckopo myx 3acHyn... [bixa-
Hue ObINo Tshkenoe. M3 rpyam BbipbiBancs CBUCT.

Monopgas xeHLmHa oTBesa rnasa v 3agymanaco.

— l'ocnogu! — BOpyr BbIpBarnoch y Hee, Korga oHa rnom-
Marna cebs Ha MbICIIM O TOM, YTO CMEPTb MYy>Ka — CHaCTbe
HOBOW €€ XXWN3HW, YTO Ternepb OHa TONbKO 3HAET, YTO 3Ha-
4ynT NOOdUTL, U AyMaeT O NOOBMMOM YenoBeke. ..

— Tbl, Jlens, 0 4em pacckasbiBana? — B4pyr COHHO Npo-
mMornBeun HeBonvH, BOPYr OTKpbIBas rnasa. ..

— O... mame! — oTBevana Enena AnekcangpoBHa U ry-



CTO roKpacHena.
— [a... OHa 3gopoBa?..
— 3poposea...
— A Tbl He NO3BONAN MHe roBopuThb, Jlens...
W cHoBa 3acHyn.



XV

Enena AnekcaHgpoBHa nputannach B Kpecrne 1 4acTto
B3rnsiabiBana Ha My»a.

OnaTtb nepen Hel NPOHOCUITOCh HeaBHee NPOLUSIoe.
N onatb 3amMyxecTBO ee NpencTaBnsfnocb OLIMOKON,
Y>KacHOM OLLUNBKOW. ..

“‘He owwubka... xyxe. NopyraHme 4yyBcTBa... lNopyra-
Hue Tena. Jloxb... Co3HaTenbHbI 0OMaH LOBEpPYNBOro
BNOGNEeHHOro yernoseka, YTobbl NpucTponTbCsa!” — roBo-
puna Bo3MyLLEHHasa COBECTb MOMOAO0MN XXEHLLNHbI.

OHa He rHana coBecTtu. He ctapanacb CKpbITb OT cebs
npaeabl. He obmaHbiBana cebsi onpasgaHnsMu.

HanpoTtus!

C T1ex nop, Kak nontobuna, oHa TOYHO Npo3pena BCH
NOXb MPOLUMNON XU3HU N, MyYUTENBHO NpeyBennymBas
CBOIO BUHY, cumTana cebst 6eamepHO BUHOBATOM He 3a TO,
4YTO NOUT ApYyroro, a 3a To, YTO BbILLSIA 3aMYX...

Ee He ycnokaueanu npumepbl. Begb MHOrMe tak xe
BbIXOOAT 3aMYX M nocre o6MaHbIBaoT... XUBYT U C MYy-
XbsIMU 1 C NIOBOBHUKaAMN.

“Tak yTo Xe. Yem oHa Obina ny4iie NPoaaXHOW XKeH-
WwuHbl? OHa npogaBanacb 3a 00eCneyYeHHyl >XU3Hb
TONbKO OHOMY — BOT N BCS pasHuLa’.

Ona 3Hana, uto genana. He rnynas. B gsaguate natb



neT noHumana, 4to He NOOBb AMKTOBana OTBET Ha
npegsioxeHne. He yBaxeHue K 4y>XOMYy YyBCTBY BIOO-
NEHHOro, a 3aroM3m 3acTaBuil BBECTU YenoBeka B 3abnyx-
AeHne n npogormkatb ero... OHa 4yBCTBOBana, Yto He
nbUT No-HacTodALEMY, a TONbKO Tepnena u xanena. U
XeHWMHa B Hen Torga He ockopbnsanack. Myx mor 3a-
onyxaaTbCcs, YTO XXeHa ero nbuTt. Beab oH Tak BritobneH
B Hee. Tak ctapancs, 4tob en 66110 ny4ywe, n genan Bce,
47106 TONBLKO AOCTaBUTbL €N yAOBONbLCTBME. .. OH 6b11 406-
pbIN, BHUMATENbHbIA U CHACTNUBLIN. .. A OHa He MOrna He
bnarogapuTb 3a Takyl npmBsa3aHHoCTb. OHa He nrana,
Korga roBopwuina, 4to npmeBsidaaHa K HeMy, HO firana, 4To He
npubasnsna, 4To 31O He NboBL... He roBopuna, 4To No
BpeMeHaM TOCKOBasa, YTO en XOTENOCb NHOW XU3HM...
WMHOro gpyra ¢ uHbiMu 3anpocamun. M He 6bino Bonu. a n
He ObINTO CUNBbHOIO XenaHUA UCKaTb UHOW KU3HWU... MHOWN
cpeabl. He nontobu oHa, pa3se gaBHO He Gbina 6bl OHa
OKOJo Hero?.. Inu oHa gormkHa 6bina npuvexatb U nraTb
y>K€ MO30pPHO...

Bce cywecTtBo npoTecToBano NpoTMB TakoW XXepTBbI.

N k yemy? K yemy?

Ho 4To-TO roBopusno B Hen: “qormkHa b6binal..”

Monoaas XeHLunHa B3rnsgHyna Ha MepTBEHHOE NULIO
HeBonuHa.

W oHo, Kasanochb, e roBopuso:

“‘0omkHa 6binal”



K Beuepy HeBonunHy ctano xyxe. OH CTOHan n metarn-
c, U NO BpeMeHaMm Brnagan B 3abbiTbe 1 6peansn o Towm,
YTO 3aBTpa BCTAHET U NOMAET rynsaThb...

HacTtana Houb, YyaHas 3Be34Has Houb.

M HesonunHa n cugenka He oTXogunu oT ymmparoLLero.
Kasanocb, OH y>X Haxogusnca B aroHun... nasa 6e3ymHo
ropenu... OH rPOMKO BCKpUKMBan u Becb ropen. Hukoro
He y3HaBar.

W xxeHa n cngenka namydmnucb, yaepxusasa 60nbHo-
0 N eXEeMUHYTHO BMBasi eMy B POT BOAY C JTOXEYKM.
O6e oHu xenanu, 4tobbl HeBonNuH ckopen ymep, n obe
He CMenun NpU3HaTbLCS B 9TOM MCTUHHO A0OPOM KenaHuu.

PakuTunH npuHocun EneHe AnekcaHapoOBHE eCTb, NpU-
HOCWKN Yan, HO OHa OTKasblBanacbk. OTka3blBanacb u oT-
AOXHYTb.

Tenepb, Korga oHa Obina yBepeHa, YTo My>X YMpPET, Ka-
3arnocb, e HYXXHO ObIfI0 OCTaBaTbCA NPU HEM.

Ha pacceete HeBonuH ycnokouncsa v gpemart...

3agpemana n EneHa AnekcaHapoBHa.

W Bapyr ee pa3bygun ronoc myxa.

— Jlens!

W xxeHa n cugenka Bckounnu u yesmagenu HesonuHa cu-
ASLWUM Ha NOCTENN, NIMLOM K OKHY, N3 KOTOPOro BpblBa-
NUCb CHOMbI CBETa NOAHMMAaBLLErocs ConHua...

KeHa nogowuna k HeBosnuHy.

— A MHe coBceM xopowlo... Nonpaentock... Tel paga?



Jlena?

— A TO KaK xe?..

— Beab Tbl MeHst nobuwb?.. He exana... Henb3sa Obl-
no... Hukak Henb3a?.. A g 6bin oguH... oguH... U, npo-
CTW, Nogyman, Yto Tbl nrana B nucbmax. MNpoctu... me-
HA... [pocTu... Pa3se Tbl Morna Obl... Ckaxu?

[Masa ymupatoLlero BNuUianch B NULIO MOSOAOM XKEHLLN-
Hbl. Kazanocb en, 4To B HMX Obinn 1 cTpax n monbba.

— Banepwuii... Ycnokoncs... A nobnto 1ebs!

— A 1aKk n 3Han... O, Tenepb MHe nydwe... fopasgo...
[an MHe vato... lywHo...

N HeBONUH TSXXKeno B34OXHYM, PBaAHYSCSA K BO3OyXYy U
noBanuscs.

HayTpo yx Tena HeBonnHa B naHCUOHE He BbINo.

Uepes AeHb ero NoOXopoHUIM Ha NPeriecTHOM KrnapaH-
CKOM Knaabwuuie, n B TOT e AeHb EneHa AnekcaHapoBHa
yexana.

B ToM xe noesage yexan n Monogon aHrfiM4yaHuH.
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